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“God makes angels and Navy corpsmen””

Quote from Leatherneck Magazine, June, 2021

Thank you for purchasing this book. It is the fifth in a series of military history short read books dedicated to United States Marine Corps vehicles and operations. In this book, we discuss Navy corpsmen who has faithfully served the Navy and Marine Corps since 1898. Corpsmen are an essential part of any Marine unit in combat. Often these medical men are called “Doc” by the Marines they serve. Numerous corpsmen have been awarded the Medal of Honor, which is the most prestigious decoration a person can be awarded in the U.S. military. Below is an excerpt from a 1943 Navy brochure used for recruiting corpsmen. 


From its very beginning as an established Corps in 1898 the Hospital Corps of the United States Navy has been devoted to humanitarian service. It has administered first aid and nursing care to the sick and injured of the Navy and Marine Corps during three of the Nation’s wars and through the many years of intervening peace.



For more than a century prior to its organization by act of Congress the pioneers of the Hospital Corps—the Hospital Mates, the Hospital Stewards, the Surgeon’s Stewards, the Apothecaries, the Nurses and the Baymen—served faithfully and energetically in the Medical Department of the Navy.



On numerous occasions of the past members of the Hospital Corps have been assigned to civilian areas for first-aid and relief work in times of disaster. In 1908, Hospital Corpsmen of the American Fleet at anchor in Alexandria, Egypt, were speedily dispatched to Messina, Sicily, when word of Mount Aetna’s eruption reached the Commander in Chief. In 1918, every naval hospital in the United States loaned Hospital Corpsmen to neighboring areas to help care for the civilian sick in the great influenza pandemic. In 1923 the Asiatic Fleet landed Hospital Corpsmen at Yokohama to administer relief following the earthquake which wrecked the city. From 1915 to 1934 hundreds of Hospital Corpsmen were assigned to duty in the Republics of Haiti and Santo Domingo, to minister to native populations during the Navy’s health crusade on the Island of Hispaniola.



The role of an Independent Duty Corpsman (IDC) is explained in an article from Navy Medicine Magazine printed in 2014.


Independent Duty Corpsmen (IDCs) are specialized hospital corpsmen who aspire to reach the pinnacle of Navy Medicine. These Sailors serve on land or at sea alongside Navy and Marine Corps warfighters, and at isolated duty stations where no medical officer is assigned. IDCs fulfill a variety of critical duties in support of the U.S. Navy and Marine Corps mission. They serve as clinical or specialty technicians in more than 38 occupational specialties, including key administrative roles at military treatment facilities around the world.



IDCs are assistants in the treatment and prevention of disease, and serve side-by-side with medical officers, doctors, dentists and nurses.  They can be found aboard ships and submarines, or ashore throughout the United States and abroad.



They are also assigned to specific Navy warfare communities, including surface, submarine or Fleet Marine Force IDCs.



The goal of this book is to show the world how much these brave care providers have served our nation over the past 120 years. You will see over 45 photos of corpsmen doing what they do, which is take care of the sick and wounded. Most of the photos were taken by Navy and Marine Corps combat photographers. We’ll also share the Medal of Honor citations of 23 Navy Corpsmen who have been awarded the Medal of Honor.

This book is dedicated to all the corpsmen who have served the needs of the Navy and Marine Corps over the past 120 years. 

A special thanks goes out to the folks at the National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) for making these photographs available. 
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Images of Corpsmen Through the Years
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[image: A person holding a white rope to a person with a bandaged leg
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1944: An American medium tank hit a Japanese land mine in surging forward to the Tacloban Air Strip during the early stages of the Philippines invasion on October 20. Here, a Coast Guard Combat Photographer finds one of the wounded from the wrecked tank being bandaged by a medical corpsman. The air strip at Tacloban, capital of Leyte Island, fell under an irresistible Yankee attack.
[image: A person writing on a paper
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1944: Philippine Beach - H-Hour Plus a Few Minutes. The beach of Leyte Island is strewn with casualties, both men and machines, shortly after H-hour brought the initial invasion thrusts from the American Task Force. A Coast Guard Combat Photographer described this scene on Leyte Island as "H-hour Plus a Few Minutes." It was snapped shortly after he hit the shore from a Coast Guard-manned LST that carried in the sixth swift liberation wave. In foreground, a medical corpsman cares for a wounded Yank. Photographer unknown.
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1944: A Navy corpsman takes notes during World War II. 
[image: A picture containing person
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1945: A Navy corpsman smiles aboard a ship off the coast of Iwo Jima. 
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1945: In the landings on the section of the Okinawa beach, a Marine whose foot got caught in an amtrac was the only casualty of the invading forces. This photo of a hospital corpsman dressing the minor injury while other Marines look on was made by a Coast Guard combat photographer who went ashore in the historic Easter morning assault, from a Coast Guard-manned invasion transport.
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1945: Navy Corpsman on Iwo Jima treats a Marine's injured foot.
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1950: A grief stricken American infantryman whose buddy has been killed in action is comforted by another soldier. In the background a corpsman methodically fills out casualty tags, Haktong-ni area, Korea.

[image: A group of men in a military vehicle
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1950: A Corpsman offers a canteen of water to a wounded man aboard an air evacuation transport departing an emergency airstrip at Hagara-ri to a rear area hospital.  

[image: A group of men in uniform working on a helicopter
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1951: WOUNDED EVACUATED: A helicopter evacuates a corpsman who was hit while in the forward O.P. of 2nd Battalion, 5th Marines in Korea. Photo by Staff Sergeant E.J. Scullin. 

[image: A group of soldiers in the grass
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1951: VALUE OF BLOOD- Members of the 7th Marine Regiment assist a Navy Corpsman as he gives blood to a Marine hit by an enemy grenade. The photo was taken following a battle atop a ridge in Korea. 
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1951: Immediately upon landing in a rear area, a helicopter pilot assists a corpsman in moving his wounded passenger to a nearby ambulance. Photo by Sergeant Ed Barnum.
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1965: H/M2 Paul Neals, Navy Corpsman, treats a Vietnamese child for a scalp infection (3rd Marine Division). Photographer unknown.
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1966: A medical corpsman gets nothing but tears as he tries to comfort a small Vietnamese child after treating him, during Operation VIRGINIA. The corpsman was working with the 1st Battalion, 1st Marine Regiment, 3rd Marine Division. Photographer uknown. 
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1966: OPERATION FRANKLIN- Corpsman Edward D. Henson (Phoenix, Arizona) attends to a young Vietcong suspect wounded and captured in the Phu Long Area by Marines of Company A, 1st Marine Battalion, 7th Marines, 1st Marine Division.
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1966: OPERATION COUNTY FAIR- During the operation a 3rd Marine Division medical corpsman gives treatment to a small Vietnamese child. Photographer uknown.
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1966: BREATHE DEEPLY- Hospitalman 2nd Class Michael Norris, a corpsman attached to the 2nd Battalion, 1st Marine Regiment, 3rd Marine Division, examines a young Vietnamese girl in the village of Luc San, 60 miles north of DaNang, Republic of Vietnam. 
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1966: HN3 Michael F. Smith corpsman of F Company, 2nd Battalion, 1st Marines, 1st Marine Division gives aid to an old Vietnamese woman suffering from heat exhaustion during an evacuation of refugees during operation Teton. Photographer unknown.
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1967: OPEN 24 HOURS DAILY- HM3 James M. Shappee is the medical corpsman for I Company, 3rd Battalion, Seventh Marines, 1st Marine Division. This small patient was brought in by his father, Staff Sergeant Dan Xuan Tin, a local Popular Force Trooper. Photo by Corporal McDonald. 
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1968: IN THE FIELD- HM2 John B. "Doc" Dembozz, the senior corpsman with K Company, 3rd Battalion, 1st Marine Regiment, talks with one of his corpsman who was wounded in a battle along the Cua Viet river. Photo by Corporal Wolfe.
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1968: Dr. Runas Powers, Jr., Lieutenant M.C. USN, Battalion Surgeon bandages a baby’s head with assistance from an unidentified corpsman and Sergeant Pace (Tallest behind lady). Photo by Corporal L.P. Brown of the 3rd Marine Division.
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1968: NOT SERIOUS- A corpsman patches up a Marine wounded slightly during a mortar attack. The  mortar round hit very close to his hole but he was only grazed by a small piece of shrapnel. Photo by Corporal Wolfe, 3rd Marine Division. 
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1968: EASING THE PAIN- Hospital Corpsman William R. Carpenter, left, and Harold R. Minyard work together in extraction of a decayed tooth from an elderly Vietnamese. The corpsman treated more than 100 Vietnamese of Ky Chanh village, 10 miles north of Marine Air Base, Chu Lai. Photo by First Lieutenant Joe Collins.
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1969: OPERATION OKLAHOMA HILLS- HM3 W.W. Jones, a corpsman attached to "B" Company, 1st Battalion, Seventh Marines, 1st Marine Division, treats a wounded Marine from B Company. Photo by Seargent J. Williams. 
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1969: TRACING DOWN THE HURT- Navy Hospital Corpsman 3rd Class Jerry Keesling checks a young Vietnamese girl at his makeshift dispensary in Dong Hge hamlet, three miles west of Tam Ky. Photo by Corporal Nick Myers. 
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1970: Navy Hospital Corpsman  First Class Edward A. Connearney cleans an infected cut on a Vietnamese boy's feet in the hamlet of Cam Bac.  Connearney was on a recent Med CAP (Medical Civil Action Patrol) for the civil affairs office of Force Logistics Command's 1st Military Police Battalion. Photo by Staff Sergeant R.D. Lucas.
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1970: HM Billie W. Sykes, a corpsman attached to 1st Platoon, A Company, 1st Battalion, 1st Marines, 1st Marine Division, examines weapons and equipment captured by Marines during an operation in the Charlie Ridge area, 15 miles southwest of DaNang. Photo by Sergeant Labrecque. 
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1971: Marine Corps Staff Sergeant O.R. Barritt, noncommissioned officer in charge of Civil Affairs, 1st Military Police Battalion, Force Logistic Command, attempts to get up as a bull prepares to charge. Staff Sergeant Barritt was was thrown by the bull while attempting
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