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This is another book of a series that takes a day to day look at
the “Politics of Sports Business” in 2021, 365 commentaries and all
of them are derived from one central thought. How sports operates
with three absolute needs to be successful. Government backing.
Money from television. Corporate support. It really does not matter
if a sport is headquartered in the United States or in Switzerland.
The 365 essays reflect that thinking.  



Evan Weiner, January 2022.



January 2021: The National Football League managed to get through
the 2020 regular season and playoffs with no significant COVID-19
problems. Donald Trump left office having made a few sports
decisions that impacted American society during his four-year
Presidential term. The National Basketball Association and National
Hockey League struggled with COVID-19. Comcast announced it was
shuttering its American cable TV sports network.








>>>A New Year But Same Health
Problems As 2020 Hinder Sports






January 1, 2021

It is rather fitting that the calendar year 2020 is ending with a
very hastily put together college football bowl game as one team
had to drop out because of COVID-19. The Liberty Bowl in Memphis,
Tennessee will feature West Virginia and the United States Military
Academy in a matchup that was not supposed to happen. Initially the
game was to be a Tennessee-West Virginia affair but then changed
within a 10-hour span. There were positive COVID-19 tests that came
out of the University of Tennessee’s football program and on
December 21st, the school pulled out of the game. Steve Ehrhart,
who as the Liberty Bowl’s executive director makes decisions, had
to react quickly. He reached out to West Point officials to see if
they were interested in sending the Army football team to
Memphis.






The United States Military Academy’s Army
team was supposed to play in the Independence Bowl in Shreveport,
Louisiana on December 26th but COVID-19 became a problem. Army was
set but the organizers of the Shreveport event could not find an
opponent as seven Pac-12 Conference squads, six Atlantic Coast
Conference football programs and other schools decided it was not
worth the effort in the pandemic to travel to Shreveport. United
States Military Academy officials jumped at the chance to play in
Memphis. Shreveport is not the only area to lose a bowl game
because of the pandemic. The Bahamas Bowl in Nassau and the Hawaii
Bowl were canceled. Bowl games in Atlanta, Boston, Detroit, El
Paso, Texas, Frisco, Texas, Las Vegas, Los Angeles, New York, San
Diego and Santa Clara, California did not host bowl games either.
Because of the COVID-19 outbreak, the New Mexico Bowl in
Albuquerque was played in Frisco, Texas.  But other games have
been played or will go on because there is television and marketing
money on the table.





>>>Dombrowski Taking The Phillies Job Means No MLB
Expansion Anytime Soon






January 2, 2021

Under normal circumstances, the hiring of an out of work baseball
executive to run a Major League Baseball franchise would not
generate much news except in the local market. But according to
Jayson Stark of the Athletic, the Philadelphia Phillies hiring of
Dave Dombrowski to run the business may have a much larger meaning.
It may send a signal that Major League Baseball has no intentions
of expanding anytime soon. Dombrowski parted ways with the Boston
Red Sox organization and decided to join John Loar’s effort to get
an expansion team in Nashville. Dombrowski, according to Stark, had
turned down offers in Philadelphia but decided to listen to
Phillies executives’ pitches. Dombrowski was committed to Nashville
until he spoke with Phillies ownership and upper-level management.
They made clear to him that expansion is not happening anytime
soon.






Dombrowski took the Phillies position. It is
unlikely Major League Baseball will expand anytime soon for a
multitude of reasons unless MLB owners need a major cash infusion.
Realistically, MLB owners won’t know how much financial damage was
caused by the COVID-19 pandemic for at least another year. So much
depends on the COVID-19 vaccines and containment. There is also the
issue of the collective bargaining agreement with the players. That
deal expires after the 2021 season. MLB is also dealing with
getting stadium situations straightened out in Oakland and in the
Tampa-St. Petersburg market. Prior to the outbreak of COVID-19, the
Oakland Athletics’ ownership was pushing to get a deal with local
officials to build a stadium-village on the San Francisco Bay
waterfront. While Tampa Bay Rays’ ownership was pitching a plan to
split home games between Tampa and Montreal. COVID-19 has thrown a
roadblock into those plans. COVID-19, The CBA and the stadium
situations need to be settled before MLB can expand.





>>>NFL Somehow Makes It To The End Of The Season






January 3, 2021

Somehow the National Football League has staggered through the
season with every team being able to play a 15-game schedule going
into the final week of the season. NFL officials got very lucky
although some of the games that were played might not have been
bona fide contests because of the COVID-19 pandemic. Denver did not
have its quarterbacks for one game. The Baltimore Ravens
organization was hit with a COVID-19 outbreak but Ravens games went
on with the NFL rescheduling games that not only involved Baltimore
but other teams as well. The National Football League will be
presenting playoff games and the Super Bowl even if players are
missing because they have come down with the virus. The National
Football League and The National Football League Players
Association agreed that no playoff games would be rescheduled for
competitive reasons.






The NFL is not taking extra precautions for
the playoffs and allowing teams to work in local markets instead of
putting all the teams in a bubble such as other leagues did. The
National Football League has been testing players and staff for
COVID-19 on a daily basis. That will continue during the playoffs.
 The NFL also is allowing teams to fill rosters with practice
squad players without exposing those players to waivers if those
players are needed to fill in roster spaces because of COVID-19.
For better or worse the playoff schedule will continue until the
Super Bowl although there is no provision if there is an outbreak
of a dozen cases or so on a team. The NFL has been very lucky.
 The December 30th Music City Bowl in Nashville was cancelled
because one of the teams, the University of Missouri had a
significant increase in COVID-19 cases, College football was
battered by COVID-19. The NFL was not and got lucky. But will that
luck hold out?



>>>San Diego’s New Mayor Is Looking
To Build A New Arena

January 4, 2021

The new mayor of San Diego
Todd Gloria is looking to build an arena in town to replace the
city’s 54-year-old facility. In November, San Diego voters approved
a measure that could allow the construction of an arena near the
city’s waterfront. Last August, former San Diego Mayor Kevin
Faulconer announced that Brookfield Housing and ASM Global were
chosen to build an entertainment district in the Midway area.
Building a sports arena, along thousands of housing units, park
space and retail businesses is part of an area development plan
that was proposed by the former mayor. With the passage of a
referendum that changed height restrictions for buildings by the
waterfront last November, a path has been cleared to build an
arena. But to quote an old movie tagline, in Field of
Dreams, "if you build it, he will
come," might not work in enticing the National Basketball
Association or the National Hockey League to put a team to San
Diego.  Buildings need main tenants
such as an NBA or an NHL team to fill dates. The COVID-19 pandemic
has slowed down the sports business world. No one knows what the
business will look like when the COVID-19 pandemic finally is
contained.

National Basketball Association Commissioner
Adam Silver has alluded to the possibility of his business adding
franchises sometime in the future. There are cities that would be
far ahead of San Diego in an expansion process. Seattle now has an
NBA state-of-the-art arena along with a substantial corporate
market and a decent television footprint, the three needed
ingredients for a successful franchise. There are other contenders,
Las Vegas, Louisville, Kansas City, possibly Vancouver, Nashville
to name a few places. Each one of those areas has some negatives to
overcome. San Diego has a lot of work to do to get in the game.



>>>Fehr Expects NHL Players Will
Participate In The Beijing Olympics, But

January 5, 2021 

The Executive Director of the National Hockey
League Players Association, Donald Fehr, expects that his group
will be allowed by the National Hockey League owners to participate
in the 2022 Beijing, China Winter Olympics hockey competition. But
Fehr conceded that there could be something that might derail the
plan. "Absent very unusual circumstances, I expect us to go back to
the Olympics." There are a number of reasons as to why it makes
sense for National Hockey League owners to showcase league players
and the game of hockey to an audience in China. Number one is
money. China is a whole new market for the National Hockey League
and if the NHL markets itself correctly and gets a footing in the
country, a whole lot of money could come the NHL’s way. The players
want to compete for a gold medal for their home countries. That, of
course, begs the question, what is more important playing for
Olympic gold or the Stanley Cup? The players will say both.



But there is that very unusual circumstances part hovers over the
2022 Beijing Olympics. That “very unusual circumstances” worry is
the COVID-19 pandemic. There is also a human rights issue involving
China and the Uighurs.  In July 2020, United Kingdom Foreign
Secretary Dominic Raab accused China of "gross and egregious" human
rights abuses against the Uighurs. No country plans an Olympics
boycott at this time. The International Olympic Committee ignored
charges of human rights violations in awarding the country the 2008
Beijing Summer Olympics and the 2022 Beijing Winter Games. The 2022
IOC Beijing event is scheduled to start in 13 months. Is that
enough time to contain and virtually eliminate COVID-19? No one
knows if Tokyo can host this summer’s Olympics. The very unusual
circumstances quote is striking. Why? Because COVID-19 remains a
significant problem.



>>>NBA's G League Will Feature
Players Who Skipped College For A Paycheck






January 6, 2021

The National Basketball Association is returning to the COVID-19
bubble in Central Florida only this time it is the league’s
developmental affiliate that will be playing bubble ball. The NBA’s
G-League will be extremely limited with maybe more than a dozen
games followed by a playoff run. Not every NBA franchise owner will
be sending a team to take part in bubble ball but there is one team
that deserves some scrutiny, the G League Ignite. That is the team
made up of players who decided to bypass college and show their
abilities to NBA personnel directly. The G League Ignite is not
making big time NCAA coaches very happy because the coaches feel
that they are losing topflight talent even though those players
would only spend one year in college ball. According to people in
the know, the Ignite will have at least two players who are
projected to be NBA Draft Lottery picks, along with High School
All-Americans and highly touted foreign players. All of the
American players would have been at some school.






Penny Hardaway, who is the coach of the
NCAA’s University of Memphis basketball team, is upset with his
former employers, the National Basketball Association. He cannot
compete in recruiting with the NBA for players. The NBA’s G League
has picked off some blue-chip graduating high school players by
offering big contracts in competition for those athletes with
college programs. The NCAA’s problem is this. Don’t pay players.
Instead give the players a scholarship with the hope that the
players go to classes and get a degree. The NCAA is under pressure
to start paying athletes. The G League signed players who will get
paid and play for a year in the league instead of college before
they head off to the NBA. Money talks.



>>>Hotel Residents To Australian
Open Organizers: Players And Staff Are Not Welcomed At My
Hotel



January 8, 2021

Tennis’ Australian Open is the first major international sports
event on the docket in 2021 and the plan is to go ahead with this
year’s tournament despite the COVID-19 pandemic. The Open is
scheduled to start on February 8th and will conclude on February
21st. Tennis Australia plans to put up a sports bubble and has
rented space in a luxury Melbourne hotel where the players will
stay. Tennis Australia’s plan includes quarantining players for 14
days in the facility once they arrive in Melbourne. The players are
expected to be in Australia in mid-January. But in the days of the
COVID-19 pandemic, the best laid plans of mice and men often go
awry. Apparently, the apartment owners in the hotel are not too
thrilled with the international travelers staying at the place and
want Tennis Australia to find another place to house the Australian
Open participants. The residents are concerned about their health
and they claim the hotel owner never told them that it was going to
house the players. But the hotel owner claims that the apartment
owners were told on Christmas Eve that the players and assorted
Australia Open staffers and other personnel were coming.






Melbourne is the capital of Victoria and the
state was the epicenter of Australia’s largest second wave outbreak
of COVID-19. The residents may have a point of not wanting the
players at the hotel. That COIVID-19 second wave was started at two
quarantine hotels for international arrivals. There were more than
18,000 infections in Victoria during that outbreak and there were
nearly 800 deaths. Melbourne was locked down in July and August
with most businesses closed, a night curfew in place and people had
to stay within three miles of their homes. The lockdown worked.
COVID-19 rates are low. But the games must go on.



>>>The NHL Finds Ways To Make
Money






January 9, 2021

The National Hockey League is looking for money to help underwrite
the financial losses of operating its business without in many
cases customers spending money in arenas watching the product. The
NHL ownership group is selling ad space on helmets and for this
season only has sold the names of its divisions to corporate
partners. While hockey traditionalists may be appalled by what they
think might be blatant commercialism slapping a name on something
in exchange for cash, it is nothing new in the hockey world. The
World Hockey Association in its seven years of existence between
1972 and 1979 gave out seven championship trophies with a financial
services company’s name attached to it. The financial services
company was a division of an American defense and aerospace
contractor. The financial company, which still operates, gave the
league a reported $500,000 annually for that right.

The NHL will have the ads on the helmets and the new names for the
divisions in place when the season starts but even the best laid
plans of mice and men go awry like it did in 1973 for the WHA. The
league championship trophy was not finished for the final game of
the 1973 World Hockey Association final round on May 6th in Boston.
The league wanted to hand out a trophy with a cup sitting on a
cylinder of clear Lucite with a globe of silver suspended inside
the Lucite. That was atop of another cylinder with a base. The New
England Whalers owner Howard Baldwin found out there would be no
trophy presentation and that would not stand. “We knew we were
going to win, so we bought our own trophy and gave it to the
Commissioner Gary Davidson and he gave it to us on the Boston
Garden ice.” Baldwin kept the trophy he bought.



>>>The NFL Playoffs Must Go On



January 10, 2021

The National Football League is not worried about the integrity of
the product during the COVID-19 pandemic. A team doesn’t have
quarterbacks, no big deal. A team with numerous COVID-19 positive
tests, no big deal, keep going. A playoff game without a coach and
some players, no big deal. The games must go on. There is money to
be made from television and marketing partners. The product needs
to be put out before the public. The NFL somehow, someway played an
entire season in 2020-21. COVID-19 is nothing more, so it seems,
then a continuation of that old football proverb next man up. If
someone goes down with an injury, next man up. Get in there.






The National Football League will be
presenting playoff games and the Super Bowl even if players are
missing because they have come down with the virus. The National
Football League and The National Football League Players
Association agreed that no playoff games would be rescheduled for
competitive reasons. The NFL is not taking extra precautions for
the playoffs and allowing teams to work in local markets instead of
putting all the teams in a bubble such as other leagues did. The
NFL did test players and staff for COVID-19 on a daily basis during
the regular season. That is continuing during the playoffs.
 The NFL also is allowing teams to fill rosters with practice
squad players without exposing those players to waivers if those
players are needed to fill in roster spaces because of COVID-19.
For better or worse the playoff schedule will continue until the
Super Bowl although there is no provision if there is an outbreak
of a dozen cases or so on a team. The NFL got lucky. But will that
luck hold out between now and the February 7th Super Bowl?



>>>Almost Showtime In Florida






January 11, 2021

Decades from now, sports historians will be analyzing why college
football played its 2021 championship game in South Florida during
the COVID-19 pandemic and allowed student-athletes to play in
harm’s way. The harm being a deadly virus. Alabama and Ohio State
were impacted by the virus during the 2020 season and that
continued going into the big game in South Florida. Historians will
note that South Florida was one of the hardest hit COVID-19 areas
in the United States. But college football had to be played. That’s
what the bosses of the big-time college football factories decreed
with almost no regard to the student-athletes and other personnel
connected to the football teams that performed for the public. Some
COVID-19 safety protocols were in place but people still got the
virus and the games went on.

The performance was needed to keep money flowing from television
and marketing partners. Who are the bosses? Not the football
coaches. Not the athletic directors. The bosses are college and
university chancellors and presidents. They decided it was fine to
play sports where athletes are merely interchangeable performers
who get a college scholarship which entitles them to maybe go to
classes in exchange for playing. Almost everyone in South Florida
who is involved in the big game gets paid. The pilots of the planes
that took the teams to the game. The bus drivers were paid.
Housing, paid. The head of security and the security staff at the
corporate named stadium, paid. The corporate officials gave money
to the people who run the building to allow the name on the
facility. The TV and radio people paid to broadcast the game. The
announcers and production crew paid. Marketing partners who want to
be associated with the game have paid for that right. The players
do not get paid.



>>>Joe Namath Made The Super Bowl An
Event






January 12, 2021

On the morning of January 12, 1969, there was some question about
the legitimacy of the newly named Super Bowl. After all, the Green
Bay Packers had won the first two American Football League-National
Football League World Championship contests and the
long-established NFL had to be better than the AFL which just
finished its ninth season. The NFL’s Baltimore Colts team was
thought to be a much more superior team than the opponent, the
AFL’s New York Jets. Baltimore would just continue the NFL’s
dominance and perhaps the whole Super Bowl idea was a folly. But
Joe Namath, guaranteed his team, the Jets, would win. It made for
some drama. Namath was dismissed by sportswriters who covered NFL
teams as a loudmouth with long hair who wore white shoes. The
actual Super Bowl wasn’t much of an event. There was a flimsy
pre-game show featuring a marching band. The Apollo 8 astronauts,
Frank Borman, William Anders and Jim Lovell who had just circled
the moon two weeks earlier led the crowd in the Pledge of
Allegiance. The national anthem was performed by a trumpet player.
The Florida A and M University marching band performed the halftime
show.

 

Namath and his teammates beat Baltimore and all of a sudden, the
Super Bowl had stature. More than likely Namath is in the Pro
Football Hall of Fame for one performance. His team won the Super
Bowl in 1969 and changed the football industry and American
culture. Eventually cities would bid for the game, people would
become interested in throwing Super Bowl parties. Super Bowl
commercials and the halftime show would-be must-see TV. Super Bowl
Sunday would become a quasi-American holiday and America’s most
watched TV show. The game would also influence Arizona and national
politics. Namath and the Jets changed the course of football.



>>>NHL Regular Season Already Has
COVID-19 Problems



January 13, 2021

The National Hockey League is going to try and get through its
regular season despite the COVID-19 pandemic ripping through North
America. The San Jose Sharks cannot practice or play games in Santa
Clara County, California and some teams have missed practices
because of the virus. But the games must go on. The National Hockey
League’s slate of games on January 14th and January 15th will not
feature match ups between the Dallas Stars and Florida Panthers as
members of the Dallas team tested positive for COVID-19. Dallas’s
first three games have been postponed. It is going to be a long
year for the National Hockey League as the COVID-19 pandemic is not
showing any signs of easing in the near future.

The hockey industry has seen many suspensions of schedules and
minor league team owners in the American Hockey League and the ECHL
are not even attempting to put a product on ice this year. Local
governments have allowed National Hockey League teams to attempt to
have games in local markets despite travel restrictions and bans.
Teams cannot go across the US-Canada border which might bring up an
interesting problem for the NHL if the pandemic is still raging at
the time the Stanley Cup playoffs take place. Could a Canadian team
play an American team and have games in each other’s cities?
 Getting local health officials on board in Canada was a key
to going forward with the schedule. Quebec has very tight
restrictions and a curfew but Montreal Canadiens games for now will
be allowed to go on in Montreal. Manitoba had to modify its
COVID-19 health regulations and that allowed Winnipeg to play home
games. NHL players and staff are tested daily for COVID-19 and that
will continue through mid-February. There is money to be made from
television and marketing partners.



>>>Heading Into An Isolation Of
Sorts






January 14, 2021

The National Basketball Association is in a COVID-19 moving bubble.
NBA players, coaches and staff members have to quarantine at their
home or hotel in between practices and games through January 26th
at the earliest. The NBA has postponed a handful of games because
some teams reported some players had COVID-19 positive tests. The
NBA Commissioner Adam Silver knew getting through this season was
going to be a difficult task but the games went on because there is
money to be made from television and marketing partners. Silver and
his owners along with the players association are trying to stop
the spread of the virus throughout the league. Silver and the NBA
got through the remainder of the 2020 season by playing games in
isolation in a Central Florida location. This season, the league
decided to try and play games in home markets. But one
jurisdiction, Ontario said no to the Toronto Raptors management
making the case to play games in the Ontario city. Raptors games
were moved to Tampa and at first, customers were allowed inside the
Tampa building, but with the growing numbers of COVID-19 cases in
Florida a decision was made to keep customers out of the
arena.

NBA personnel cannot interact with anyone outside of their
household when at home. On the road, they cannot interact with any
non-team guests at the hotel. Teams can hold pre-game meetings in
the locker room for no more than 10 minutes, and all other meetings
have to take place on a court or in a room large enough to maintain
social distancing. For games, players cannot arrive at the arena
more than three hours before tipoff and must limit interactions
before and after the game to elbow and fist bumps while maintaining
social distancing and limited conversations. The NBA is trying to
play through COVID-19.



>>>Will The Countdown Clock To MLB
Spring Training Be Stopped?




January 15, 2021

Does Major League Baseball have an Arizona Spring Training problem?
It is very possible MLB is going to run head into a COVID-19
problem when training facilities open up in a little more than a
month in both Arizona and Florida. Both areas have high COVID-19
rates and there are some people according to reports who are hoping
that MLB pushes back spring training a month. It would give Arizona
time to get COVID-19 vaccines into the arms of people and maybe
slow the spread of the virus. But MLB wants to have a full 162 game
schedule complete with training camp and sell some tickets to
Cactus League games. Earlier this week, Arizona’s seven-day
COVID-19 tracker placed the state on top for new COVID-19 cases per
capita in the nation. That is not exactly the kind of news that
would hearten a business and probably would cause some concern for
a business. But Major League Baseball is soldiering on, there is
money to be made from TV and marketing partners despite conducting
business in a red-hot COVID-19 cluster, the metropolitan Phoenix,
Arizona area.




As of January 12th, Arizona reported 129.5
cases per 100,000 people which is far above the nationwide average
of 75.2 cases per 100,000 people. In Arizona, 92 percent of the
Intensive Care Unit beds and 92 percent of hospital beds were in
use with most of those in the hospital suffering from COVID-19
symptoms. It is not a good place to be and medical officials are
not optimistic that things will be getting better in the near
future. Money probably plays a role in all of this. MLB does not
want to play November baseball because its TV partner would prefer
not to have games during the November TV ratings sweeps. TV calls
the shots. Medical opinions are just that, opinions.





>>>A Possible Baseball Hall Of Fame Problem



January 16, 2021

The people who vote on whether a former player belongs in the
Baseball Hall of Fame in Cooperstown may have a problem this year.
And it is not about whether a player like Barry Bonds or Roger
Clemens allegedly used performance enhancing drugs. It is about
Curt Schilling and his highly politically charged social media
posts and that could make for a very polarizing induction ceremony,
something that the Hall of Fame officials and central New York
State visitors bureaus may not want if Schilling gets in. The Hall
of Fame induction ceremony in a non-COVID-19 world is a money maker
for the hospitality industry in Central New York. An induction of
Schilling could prompt a boycott by some.

The people who vote are members of the Baseball Writers Association
of America, a group given that authority by the people who run the
Cooperstown museum. Whether baseball writers should vote for a high
honor on the subject or individual they have covered in which the
honoree could financially benefit is a journalistic integrity
question for another day. But Hall of Fame officials don’t care
about that. Integrity is supposed to be part of the consideration
for a Hall of Fame vote. Schilling was fired by ESPN as a baseball
analyst in 2016. ESPN said a Schilling Facebook post insulted the
transgender community. Schilling was barred from ESPN’s Little
League World Series coverage in 2015 because of a social media
post. He also feuded with teammates, management and reporters
during his baseball career. Schilling has Hall of Fame credentials,
but there is Rule 5 the election criteria. Voting shall be based
upon the player's record, playing ability, integrity,
sportsmanship, character, and contributions to the team(s) on which
the player played. Does Schilling have an integrity and character
problem? The voters will decide.

 



>>>The Planned Tokyo Summer Olympics
May Not Happen Because of COVID-19

January 17, 2021

Japan may be running out of time in the country’s hope to stage the
2020 Tokyo Summer Olympics in July. The country has seen a rise in
COVID-19 cases. The Tokyo area is in a state of emergency because
of that. The 2020 Tokyo Games was postponed after the outbreak of
COVID-19 globally last spring. There was hope that the Games could
go on in 2021 but the virus is a stubborn opponent and without
virus containment and getting the vaccine into people’s arms in
Japan along with foreign Olympic athletes, staff and other
personnel it may be difficult to hold the Games. The International
Olympic Committee will ultimately make the decision on whether the
event can go on. It is thought that a decision will have to be made
within 60 days. According to the IOC, there is no Plan B for the
Olympics. If the Games cannot go on, the event will not be
rescheduled.






Meanwhile Japan has further tightened entry
into the country because of the new COVID-19 strain. The Japanese
government will not allow most foreign nationals into the country
in an effort to curb the spread of the virus. Japan had hoped to
allow international travelers into the country in early 2021. The
International Olympic Committee seems to be in the dither about
athletes taking the vaccine and whether all athletes and related
Olympic personnel should take the vaccine. “In the athletes should
not cut in line to get the vaccine department”, Olympic athletes
should wait for their turn as they are not first line responders,
members of medical staffs, workers in grocery stores or living in
long term health care or senior residences. The IOC is not
requiring Olympic personnel to take COVID-19 vaccines for the Tokyo
Games. The Tokyo Olympics is scheduled to start on July 23rd.



>>>MLK Day And A Look Back

January 18, 2021

The national celebration of the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. Day is today. King became involved in the civil rights movement
in the mid-1950s. At that time, not every Major League Baseball
team had Negro players.  There was an unofficial quota of four
Negro players on each National Football League team. No Negro could
be a quarterback, a center or a middle linebacker because it was
thought, Negroes lacked intelligence. George Preston Marshall would
not hire Negro players for his Washington NFL team. Marshall was
the last NFL owner to hire Negro players. Marshall gave in because
of a threat by the Kennedy Administration to bar Marshall from
moving his football team into a federally funded DC Stadium in 1962
for violating equal opportunity work requirements. When King got
involved with the Montgomery, Alabama bus boycott, Negro football
players could not enroll at a good number of colleges in the south.
In 1947, the Cotton Bowl in Dallas wanted Penn State to play SMU in
the January 1st, 1948 game but they did not want Wally Triplett to
play. Penn State players said we are Penn State. Triplett played.
The NFL ended an informal color barrier in 1946 as Los Angeles
Coliseum officials told Cleveland Rams owner Daniel Reeves, he
could move his team and sign a stadium lease there if he hired
Negro players.

The Harlem Globetrotters basketball team was
bigger than the National Basketball Association but in the 1950s
while the team could entertain on the court in southern cities, the
players could not stay at certain hotels or eat at certain
restaurants. American Football League players boycotted the
league’s planned 1965 New Orleans All Star game because of Jim
Crow. Conditions for Negro athletes did change by the end of King’s
life in 1968 but Negro athletes would continue to protest.

 


 


>>>Minnesota To Take Up Legalized
Sports Betting Legislation




January 19, 2021

It appears that the Minnesota State Legislature may take up the
question of whether there should be legalized sports gambling in
the state. State Senator Karla Bigham said she hopes to introduce
legislation to legalize sports gambling this week. Bigham wants to
make it legal for Minnesotans to bet on games. Minnesota does have
a form of legalized sports gambling as fantasy sports sites are
legal in the state. Bigham’s proposal would allow casinos and
racetracks to take in-person sports bets for the first year. After
one year, gamblers could bet remotely through Minnesota casinos
only. Gamblers must reload betting accounts and register in person
for online bets through Minnesota casinos. Casinos and racetracks
would get six percent of the proceeds for onsite wages and eight
percent for online betting. The rest would go to the state.



In New York, Governor Andrew Cuomo wants to expand sports betting
in the state to help close the budget gap. Cuomo is pushing the New
York State Gaming Commission to issue a request for proposals to
select one or more providers to offer mobile sports wagering in New
York. This platform must have a partnership with at least one of
the existing licensed commercial casinos. The Commission will also
require any entity operating mobile wagering apps to include
safeguards against abuses and addiction.” There are now 25 states
and the District of Columbia that plan or are offering some form of
legalized sports gambling. In May 2018, the Supreme Court of the
United States gave the greenlight to sports gambling. Nevada got
legalized sportsbooks in 1949. New York, New Jersey, Delaware, West
Virginia, Rhode Island, Mississippi, Pennsylvania, Iowa, Illinois,
Indiana, Montana, Oregon, New Mexico, Arkansas, New Hampshire,
North Carolina, Michigan, Colorado, Virginia and Tennessee now have
various forms of sportsbooks. Sports owners have embraced legalized
sports gambling as it brings in revenue.

 


 


>>>Trump's Sports Record Can Be
Reviewed Now




January 20, 2021

Donald Trump is leaving the White House and it will be up to
historians to scrutinize his four years as President. But Trump’s
sports decisions and statements can be judged now. He will be
remembered as criticizing and condemning athlete’s protests. His
words came down hard against football and basketball players
protesting police brutality and he told owners to fire protesting
players during his first year as president. He will be remembered
for teams skipping a White House tradition of having a championship
team honored in a national ceremony. Trump pardoned Jack Johnson,
supported the Los Angeles bid for the 2028 Summer Olympics and
favored the 2026 joint United States-Canadian and Mexican try for
the Men’s World Cup in soccer. The 2026 and 2028 events will come
to the United States. Trump also pressured college football
conferences to play football during the COVID-19 pandemic.




Johnson was the first African American boxer
to hold the world’s heavyweight championship. In 2018, Trump
pardoned Johnson for violating the Mann Act in May 1913. The Mann
Act was supposed to stop human sex trafficking but instead in some
cases it was used to prosecute men for premarital and extramarital
sex and interracial relationships. Johnson was married to a white
woman. Arizona Senator John McCain had pushed for a pardon for
years but Trump took up the case for a pardon after actor Sylvester
Stallone called him and brought up the prospect for a Johnson
pardon. Trump marginalized minor league baseball players in the
2018 federal budget, utilizing a mechanism to suppress the salaries
of Minor League players. The 2018 budget created a change to the
Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938. The players received as little as
$1,100 a month for four 40-hour or more monthly work weeks per the
Save America’s Pastime Act.  Trump left his mark on
sports.

 


 


>>>Will The NFL Scouting Combine
Return To Indianapolis In 2022?



January 21, 2021

Indianapolis will not host the National Football League annual
scouting combine because of the COVID-19 pandemic. But will
Indianapolis host the yearly “the probable draftees looking great
in t-shirts and shorts show” in 2022? That is a good question. The
National Football League has been staging the Scouting Combine in
Indianapolis since 1987. The NFL and Indianapolis officials signed
a five-year agreement in 2016 to stay in the city, but just three
of those years, 2016, 2017 and 2018 were guaranteed. The league had
an option to put the combine elsewhere but decided to stick around
Indianapolis until 2021. The event seems to bring money into
Indianapolis although city officials have never publicly discussed
the actual details of the NFL agreement and what Indianapolis is
paying the National Football League. Indianapolis is also touting
“well the event gives us free publicity and people might come to
Indianapolis because of that card”. It should be noted that for
decades the Indianapolis 500 was a premiere event that brought
people to Indianapolis and gave the city enormous exposure
globally. Today the Indy 500 is just another car race although
people do flock out to Indianapolis on Memorial Day weekend in a
non-COVID-19 world.




The NFL liked Indianapolis for a number of
reasons including a cluster of hotels near the stadium where the
combine takes place. The NFL’s travel party includes 32 teams,
league officials and, of course, the more than 300 players who
audition for scouts. But Indianapolis is not a glamour city like
Los Angeles or Las Vegas. Both areas have new stadiums which would
be available in late February and early March annually although an
LA based combine would be in Inglewood and hotel rooms would not be
nearby. Money will play into the equation. The best financial deal
will get the talent competition.

 


 


>>>Silver Suggests NBA Personnel Get
COVID-19 Vaccines As A Public Service




January 22, 2021

Sports commissioners get paid a huge amount of money to do what is
best for sports teams’ owners. At some point, some sports
commissioner was going to come up with an idea that would get
players to the head of the COVID-19 vaccine line, ahead of those
who are in a higher risk category for getting a severe case of
COVID-19. The National Basketball Association Commissioner Adam
Silver and his staff have figured out a way for NBA players to jump
the COVID-19 vaccine line. Have players get the vaccine and prove
to those resisting taking the vaccine, which is not readily
available to more than 90 percent of Americans, that the vaccine is
safe. The NBA players would provide a public service showing that
it is perfectly acceptable to get two jabs in the arm. In this way,
NBA personnel can get as much COVID-19 protection as possible from
the vaccine and be heroes in some communities.




The plan is just that, a plan but Silver, who
has clout with public health officials by being the face of an
enormously popular entertainment form, is pursuing it from a
humanitarian level. "It's something we're particularly focused on,"
Silver said Tuesday in a virtual conference hosted by Sportico. "In
the African American community, there's been an enormously
disparate impact from COVID. But now, somewhat perversely, there's
been enormous resistance in the African American community for
understandable historical reasons.” Silver added that public health
officials with whom he has spoken think "there would be a real
public health benefit to getting some very high-profile African
Americans vaccinated." NBA personnel are waiting for the green
light to get vaccines. Public health officials are scrambling to
get the vaccine in massive quantities to Americans over the age of
65. NBA players should wait in line.

 


 


>>>A's Ownership Still Seeking
A New Oakland Ballpark



January 23, 2021

It does not seem much is going on in terms of the Oakland Athletics
Major League Baseball franchise owners wish to move the business
from the Oakland Coliseum to the Howard Terminal area on the
Oakland waterfront not far from Jack London Square. In February,
2020, A’s ownership was putting the finishing touches on a baseball
park and surrounding village proposal. At the time, A’s ownership
was trying to gain approval from various local and state agencies
to build the stadium by 2023. A’s ownership was also looking at the
Oakland Coliseum-Arena sports complex land as a fallback option to
build a ballpark should the waterfront stadium plan had failed. In
the fall of 2019, Major League Baseball Commissioner Rob Manfred
turned up the heat on Oakland officials saying that without a new
stadium, A’s owners could move. COVID-19 became an obstacle last
March.



The fallback option may get a bit more
complicated. A’s owner John Fisher purchased Alameda County’s
portion of the land that the Coliseum and the Oakland arena sits on
for $85 million. The other portion of the property is owned by the
city of Oakland. That piece of property seems to be available and
Fisher may have some competition from other groups to buy that
property. Fisher wanted the land for either a stadium, if the
Howard Terminal project failed, or some sort of urban development
plan. But others have that eye on the property including one-time
A’s pitcher Dave Stewart who has a group that is looking into
building affordable housing, nice restaurants and shops and maybe a
ballpark on the land. Another group wants to buy the property and
build a football stadium there and land a National Football League
team. The city of Oakland is entertaining offers, meanwhile A’s
ownership wants a new ballpark somewhere.

 


 


>>>Larry Scott Loses His Job Because
He Did Not Produce Big TV Money For The Pac-12




January 24, 2021

Larry Scott is not going to be the Commissioner of the Pac-12
Conference much longer. Scott will be gone in June even though his
contract was due to end in June, 2022. Scott seems to have
committed one serious offense against the college presidents and
chancellors who call the shots. He just did not get the conference
the kind of TV money that the presidents and chancellors think
should be coming to them. After all, the Pac 12 has schools in some
rather large money markets, Los Angeles, San Francisco, Denver and
Phoenix. But the Pac-12 just does not have a TV deal that measures
up to the Southeast Conference or the Big Ten. That is a major
problem as Scott found out. He has not kept up with the times and
those good times may be over if the cord cutting trend continues
and less and less people are spending money on cable, satellite or
phone TV. But college presidents and chancellors remain hopefully
the big checks will continue to roll in.




Of course, the NCAA doesn’t want to share any
of its money with the stars of the show. The so-called
“student-athletes” and has been fighting states in an effort to
derail a movement that will see the athletes, the stars of the
show, get paid for their likenesses. The term "student-athlete” did
not exist when Walter Byers took the job at the helm of the NCAA in
1951. It would first appear a number of years later following the
death of a college football player on the field. A Fort Lewis A
& M student, Ray Dennison, died from injuries suffered in a
game in 1955. Dennison’s widow sued for workman’s compensation in
Colorado. She lost. Dennison was a student not an employee. The
college sports business should be paying players.

 


 


>>>Will The COVID-19 Pandemic Cancel
The 2021 Tokyo Olympics?



January 25, 2021

Is you is or is you ain’t my baby is a 78-year-old song that might
be a proper way of describing the question of whether there is
going to be an Olympics this summer in Tokyo. The 2020 Tokyo
Olympics was pushed back a year because of the global COVID-19
pandemic. Now there are conflicting reports out of Japan that the
2021 version of the 2020 Tokyo Summer Olympics that is supposed to
start on July 23rd may not happen. The International Olympic
Committee President Thomas Bach sees no reason why the event should
be scrapped, apparently Bach is unconcerned or does not see a
COVID-19 problem and is convinced that COVID-19 will magically
disappear by July. The Japanese government has poured cold water on
a report that the country is going to not be able to host the event
and will go after the 2032 Summer Olympics as some sort of
consolation prize. It is all or nothing at all for the 2021 Tokyo
Summer Games, the IOC has no backup Olympic plan for the
Games.




The Tokyo Olympics has faced some rather
unusual circumstances starting with the Fukushima nuclear disaster
in 2011. Japan won the right to host the 2020 Games in 2013 despite
the fact the country was still dealing with the problem. Money
needed to clean up the contaminated area would be diverted to an
Olympic fund. The original design for the Tokyo Olympic Stadium was
discarded. Japan has spent an estimated $15 billion on the Olympic
project. Japan elected officials want to salvage something for some
sort of Olympic legacy although the legacy from the 2020 Games or
2021 Games will be the COVID-19 pandemic and how it impacted the
event. Bach doesn’t even know if Olympic personnel should get
COVID-19 shots as part of the Games. Tokyo 2021 is a problem.

 


 


 


>>>NBA Expansion Will Eventually
Come After Business Matters Are Done




January 26, 2021

At some point, in the post COVID-19 pandemic world, the National
Basketball Association is going to add new markets to its present
mix. The Commissioner Adam Silver has been very coy about the
possibility that his business will have 32 franchises at some point
saying on one hand nothing is imminent but on the other hand, those
who are speculating that buying an expansion team would cost
want-to-be owner $2.5 billion are probably not right throwing out
that figure. There are three reasons the NBA is not increasing its
size right now. The COVID-19 pandemic is far from ending. That is
an enormous roadblock. The other two are basic business. The NBA
needs to renegotiate TV deals in North America and then negotiate a
new collective bargaining agreement with its players. Generally,
leagues don’t add teams before those two pieces of business are
complete. The NBA is getting billions of dollars from its national
cable TV deals but there are some clouds on the horizon. Comcast is
folding NBC Sports Net at the end of the year and Sinclair’s
purchase of a number of regional cable sports networks has been a
financial disaster. The television money probably is still
available but cord cutters have caused an erosion in the numbers of
ESPN’s subscribers.




The collective bargaining agreement is basic
negotiations but there needs to be a section agreed upon by the
owners and players as to how an expansion would proceed. The
players would not share in expansion money headed to the owners but
there is a promise of probably 30 new jobs. It appears Seattle
would be the best choice for the league as the market has local
government support, a good cable TV area and there is corporate
support available. Finding a quality second city could be a problem
for the NBA.

 


 


>>>San Antonio Mayor Says The NFL Is
Coming




January 27, 2021

San Antonio Mayor Ron Nirenberg has again said he expects to see a
National Football League team in his city before the end of the
decade. In 2018, Nirenberg told the San Antonio TV station KSAT you
will see an NFL team in San Antonio in the next 10 years. Nirenberg
returned to KSAT recently and said the same thing.  Pointing
out the NFL is interested in Latin America and San Antonio is an
NFL gateway city. San Antonio needs a stadium and probably does not
have enough corporate money to support an NFL and the National
Basketball Association Spurs.  San Antonio has never been a
contender for an NFL team although Raiders owner Mark Davis did
have some talks with local officials about the possibility of
relocating to the city. Davis ultimately took a Las Vegas deal. San
Antonio provided a temporary home for Tom Benson’s New Orleans
Saints in 2005 after Hurricane Katrina devastated New Orleans.
Benson also looked at San Antonio as a possible relocation city as
a hedge when he was renegotiating a Superdome deal nearly two
decades ago. San Antonio had an Alliance of American Football team
in 2019. The city had a United States Football League team in 1984
and 1985.




The NFL is not expanding so the only way San
Antonio could get a team is through relocation. The NFL has made
London, England a priority market with the hope that somehow the
league will establish enough of a footing that putting a team in
the city can happen. There are no teams on the market at present.
There is only one lease that is ending soon and that is in Orchard
Park or Buffalo, New York. But Buffalo is not in imminent danger of
losing an NFL team. San Antonio is not on the NFL’s radar.

 


 


>>>There Will Be No Super Bowl
Economic Impact In Tampa




January 28, 2021

The Super Bowl is coming to town, this year its Tampa, Florida and
the old promise of pumping $300 million into the local economy.
That will not happen this year because of COVID-19 and if you dig
deep into that impact figure, it probably is considerably less as
non-local hotels, motels, restaurants and car rental agencies send
money from rate hikes because of the big event to some home office
and Florida is not getting any sales tax from ticket sales or
parking or stadium rent. There is no money going to non-hospitality
businesses. The NFL-local municipalities deals are secret until
someone leaks information because no one really wants to discuss
the real economics of the Super Bowl. The Super Bowl makes money
for NFL owners, takes money out of taxpayers’ pockets and host
cities do lose money on the event. But the NFL will counter just
think of how much global free publicity the game brings to your
area.




The Tampa Super Bowl bid committee did not
share this information with the public. What are taxpayers paying
for the Big Game? The 23-year-old Tampa stadium underwent about
$160 million worth of renovations and improvements, some of which
was paid through the COVID-19 CARES Act last year, some part by
Tampa and Florida taxpayers. In 2017, then-Mayor Bob Buckhorn and
the Tampa City Council passed a resolution that promised to provide
city services, from police to fire to landscaping, “at no cost to
the NFL” and without any cap. Some of the perks given to the NFL
include presidential suites at hotels for owners and outings at
local golf courses. The stadium upgrades are just going to help the
Tampa Bay Buccaneers ownership and that includes a lighting
upgrade, a 5G technology system and improved field drainage. The
NFL makes money, the community doesn’t.

 


 


>>>Maricopa County Officials To MLB:
Stay Home For Now




January 29, 2021

Major League Baseball plans to move ahead with the 2021 spring
training portion of the calendar. The Major League Baseball Players
Association wants to play ball in the spring training portion of
the calendar. But Maricopa County, Arizona health officials do not
want to see Major League Baseball players report to the 15 Major
League Baseball training camps around the
Phoenix-Scottsdale-Mesa-Tempe-Peoria-Glendale-Surprise area because
COVID-19 is a massive problem. The health officials would like to
see Major League Baseball back up the spring training portion of
the calendar by a month but that could back up the season by a
month and that would cause the playoffs to end in November. MLB and
its TV partner FOX probably don’t want November baseball. The Major
League Baseball Players Association just wants to play a full
season.




The Cactus League sent a letter to MLB
Commissioner Rob Manfred stating that “in view of the current state
of the pandemic in Maricopa County with one of the nation’s highest
infection rates, we believe it is wise to delay the start of spring
training to allow for the COVID-19 situation to improve here.” The
Cactus League's executive director Bridget Binsbacher, along with
Martin Harvier, the Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community
President, the city managers of Phoenix and Tempe; and the mayors
of Mesa, Surprise, Peoria, Scottsdale, Goodyear and Glendale signed
off on the letter.  The University of Washington’s Institute
for Health Metrics and Evaluation projects a sharp decline in
infections in Arizona by mid-March. The Institute suggests there
will be 9,712 daily infections on February 15th and 3,072 daily
infections on March 15th. The numbers are projections. MLB and the
Major League Baseball Players Association would have to cut a deal
to move back spring training. Cactus League officials think pushing
back the schedule could allow people to attend games.

 


 


>>>Rays' Ownership May Want St. Pete
Property




January 30, 2021

Tampa Bay Rays owner Stu Sternberg may be making another run at a
stadium in the Tampa Bay market. Sternberg would like to secure
some of the land that surrounds St. Petersburg’s baseball stadium
and develop it. The land is available after the 2027 season when
the team’s lease with the city is done and the stadium could be
razed. If Sternberg could build a stadium, it would be for about 40
games a year with Montreal getting other 40 or so games. Sternberg
does not think either market would be a good full-time home. St.
Petersburg, Florida Mayor Rick Kriseman said that the team must
play every home game scheduled in St. Petersburg through the 2027
season. There was a planned move of Rays' summer home games to
Montreal beginning in 2024. The franchise is now scheduled to play
out the last seven years of a 30-year lease in St. Petersburg.
Major League Baseball wants to get back into the Montreal market.
Sternberg is convinced that Montreal is a good part-time market
despite the fact that the Canadian dollar has been hanging around
78 cents US for quite a while.




Sternberg had an opportunity to change the
terms of the St. Petersburg lease had he secured funding for a
baseball park in Tampa. In 2018, Rays’ owners had plans to build a
park in Ybor City. That fell through. What happens next is
anybody’s guess other than the Rays will be financially challenged.
Tampa Bay’s business community could have second thoughts about
supporting the franchise whose owners are not convinced Tampa Bay
is a good market. If the corporate community walks away, that would
destroy the Rays’ business. MLB’s might be hoping the threat of
splitting home games will result in a getting stadium plan approved
somewhere in the Tampa Bay market.

 


 


>>>Joe Biden To The Tokyo Olympics
Rescue?




January 31, 2021

A Japanese International Olympic Committee delegates Haruyuki
Takahashi is looking for Joe Biden's help in assuring the world
that the 2021 Tokyo Games will be safe because the United States is
sending a team to Japan to compete in the event that starts July
23rd. Takahashi said “but if he makes a positive statement about
the Olympics going ahead, we’d gain strong momentum. It’s up to the
U.S. I hate to say it, but Thomas Bach and the IOC are not the ones
who are able to make the decision about the games. They don’t have
that level of leadership.” It is a rather interesting observation
from a Japanese IOC delegate. The U. S. could make decisions and
that will make planning for a COVID-19 pandemic Olympics easier for
Japan and the IOC. Biden has not taken up the question of sending
an American team to Japan.




Meanwhile there is all sorts of noise
surrounding the Games. The IOC President Bach is pushing ahead with
the plan to hold the Olympics in Tokyo and wants to get politics
out of the way. Bach wants national Olympic committees to decide
whether a team should attend the 2021 event. Meanwhile Bach is
upset with the speculation and rumors that the Games would be
canceled and that was "hurting athletes’. But Jimmy Patronis, the
state of Florida’s Chief Financial Officer has told the IOC, come
on down, the weather is fine. The whole problem in Japan is
COVID-19. Florida has had about five times more cases of COVID-19
than Japan and five times the death toll. The Florida Chief
Official said there is still time to deploy a site selection team
to Florida to meet with statewide and local officials on holding
the Olympics in the Sunshine State. That will not happen.




February 2021: COVID-19 continues to impact
the sports world but the games must go on. The Super Bowl is played
and goes off without a hitch. Major League Baseball opens up its
spring training portion of the season. The guardians of college
sports still don’t want to pay “student”-athletes.





>>>It Took An Act Of Congress To Create The Super
Bowl




February 1, 2021

The Super Bowl is an unofficial American holiday where a football
game becomes the focal point of parties. But none of this existed
before 1967 and it took an act of Congress to create the Super
Bowl. The event’s roots can be traced back to a game that was never
played, the 1965 American Football League All Star Game in New
Orleans. African American players boycotted that game and it set
off a series of events that concluded in the first championship
game between the AFL and the NFL almost two years later.

 

Despite the passage of the Civil Rights Act in 1964, African
American players who were selected to play in New Orleans
encountered problems. The players were denied cab rides into New
Orleans and were called names. Cookie Gilchrest led the boycott and
the game was moved to Houston. New Orleans never got an AFL team
but when the two leagues merged in 1966, New Orleans became a
political football. The merger needed Congressional approval first
and there were two roadblocks, Louisiana Senator Russell Long and
Congressman Hale Boggs also of Louisiana, two powerful players in
both chambers. NFL Commissioner Pete Rozelle lobbied both and both
said they didn't see how a merger would benefit New Orleans.
Eventually Rozelle got a deal together, a 1967 NFL expansion team
for New Orleans in exchange for Long and Boggs' support. There were
some other political maneuvers that kept the 15 NFL teams and nine
AFL teams in their cities. The legislation passed and was sent to
President Lyndon Johnson who signed the measure into law on the
back of an anti-inflation bill on November 8th, 1966. The first
AFL-NFL championship game in Los Angeles was a box office flop. The
Super Bowl is a product of Jim Crow and an Act of Congress.

 


 


>>>Arizona Politics And The Super
Bowl

 


February 2, 2021

The creation of the Reverend
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day in Arizona was a major political
event in the history of the Super Bowl. National Football League
owners used their power to make it a holiday in the state.
Without the NFL’s guarantee of giving the
Phoenix-area the Super Bowl, it might have taken a lot longer for
Arizona to recognize the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day.
The story of Arizona and the King celebration started after
President Ronald Reagan created the holiday and in 1986 Arizona
Governor Bruce Babbit joined in. But in 1987 new Governor Evan
Meacham decided not to go along with Reagan. Bill Bidwill’s
Cardinals franchise was still in St. Louis at that point but
Bidwill moved to Tempe, Arizona in 1988.

 

In 1989, the state legislature passed
legislation to create the holiday but opponents managed to get
enough signatures on petitions allowing voters to decide on whether
to honor King in November 1990. In 1990 the NFL awarded Super Bowl
27 to Tempe knowing Arizona was not on board with the holiday. NFL
owners got assurances that would change.  Arizona voters
overturned the legislature's decision and the NFL moved Super Bowl
27 to Pasadena, California. NFL owners along with the Players
Association stepped up the pressure and told Arizona politicians
that the league would never consider playing a Super Bowl in the
Phoenix area unless the state changed course. The January 1996
Super Bowl became available, and the NFL was interested in going to
Tempe if Arizona voters said yes to having a Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr. Day. In 1992, the voters passed a referendum honoring the slain
civil rights leader. In 1993, the NFL gave Super Bowl 30
to Tempe. NFL owners forced political change.

 


 


>>>Charles K. Mc Neil Should Be In
The Two Football Halls Of Fame



February 3, 2021

People may be shocked to learn that betting on football is not a
new exercise. Legalized sports betting in a number of states is new
but sports betting has been around more than likely since the
Gladiators days at the Coliseum in Rome. The National Football
League and college football gained an awful lot of popularity
because of a man who never played the game. Both the Pro Football
Hall of Fame and the College Football Hall of Fame should consider
putting Charles K. McNeil, a compulsive gambler, into their museums
as a builder. In the 1930s, Charles K. McNeil may have invented the
point spread which made the outcome of football games more
interesting than just a final score for bettors. It is not known if
McNeil came up with the idea or borrowed it but McNeil refined it
and opened up a new, albeit illegal, industry. People bet on scores
not which team won. The line is the point where every football bet
starts.




McNeil was a smart guy. He had a master’s
degree from the University of Chicago and he was friends with
legendary college football coach Amos Alonzo Stagg but allegedly
never told Stagg about his betting business. McNeil was a numbers
or analytics guy. He had his own booking making operation in
Chicago during the 1940s. He shut down his operation in the 1950s
because he didn’t want any partners in the endeavor. There will be
an awful lot of talk about this year’s point spread. The Super
Bowl’s most famous point spread was 17 ½ in Super Bowl III on
January 12, 1969. The Baltimore Colts NFL team was the 17 ½ point
favorite to beat Joe Namath and the New York Jets AFL team. There
are all sorts of bets that are placed on games now. McNeil changed
betting.

 


 


>>>Some Olympic Athletes Have Jumped
The COVID-19 Vaccine Line




February 4, 2021

You probably won’t be seeing this story across the Comcast news
platforms including NBC News, after all Comcast pours an awful lot
of cash into the Olympic movement, but it appears some Olympic
athletes are jumping the line and getting COVID-19 vaccines in
certain countries. The Italian National Olympic Committee claims it
will never ask its athletes to jump the line to get the vaccines so
the athletes can compete in the 2021 Tokyo Olympics. Other
countries have begun the process of getting its athletes and
support staff inoculated including Hungary, Serbia and Israel. The
Israeli team will have everyone connected to the squad vaccinated
by May. The International Olympic Committee President Thomas Bach
is all for the vaccinations as he and the IOC attempt to salvage
what they can of the Tokyo Games. It is estimated that Japan has
sunk $15 billion into the event that was canceled after the
COVID-19 outbreak in early 2020.  




The International Olympic Committee is not
requiring athletes and staff that are eligible to compete in the
2021 Tokyo Games to get the shots. The United States Olympic and
Paralympic Committee has been unusually quiet on the issue but with
the terrible rollout of the COVID-19 vaccinations in America, the
last thing the USOPC probably wants to do is jump ahead of people
who have been identified in high-risk categories who have been
unable to get the shots. But Bach has told national Olympic
committees that the IOC with cooperation from the World Health
Organization would help them obtain vaccinations for athletes and
staffs. Belgium’s Olympic committee has requested about 400
vaccines for its team. The 2021 Tokyo Games is scheduled to open on
July 23rd but there is no guarantee that the government of Japan
will allow the Games to go on. The pandemic has not gone away.

 


 


>>>The NFL Got Lucky In Getting To A
COVID-19 Impacted Super Bowl




February 5, 2021

The National Football League got through the 2020-2021 season with
only a handful of COVID-19 related problems including the Baltimore
Ravens schedule being juggled because of an outbreak. Denver also
did not have its three rostered quarterbacks available for a game
because of COVID-19 protocol. Cleveland coach Kevin Stefanski was
sidelined because of COVID-19 for a playoff game. But the league
got lucky and played an entire schedule. The NFL also got lucky as
well as not one player or coach or staff member was terribly sick
with the illness. It is now onto Tampa and Super Bowl 55. It is not
the normal Super Bowl as the NFL has sold less than 15,000 seats to
the game and has given away 7,500 seats to vaccinated health care
workers.
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