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This book is dedicated to my Mom, Reltha (Bonnie) Lilly for being my rock and for always supporting me in my endeavors, and to my Dad, the late Charles Lilly, for passing onto me his spirit of entrepreneurship, and to my two children Imani and Knowledge Smith who are my motivation to create wealth and leave a legacy.  I also dedicate this book to all the women who are striving for personal and financial freedom...I lend you my strength and courage to create your own opportunities!! 

"You are the Opportunity!"

-Michelle Lilly 

Your Digital Diva
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Disclaimer – Although this book contains information explaining how to invest your money in cryptocurrency, we must inform you that we are not financial advisors, investment bankers, or fiduciaries. The information we provide is for your education, not specific financial planning for your particular situation. We advise you to research any potential investments before making any and every purchase. You invest your money at your own risk. 
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For more helpful financial information, please follow @iammichellelilly on Instagram or subscribe to the Digital Diva YouTube channel!
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Introduction
In the Bible, there is a story in the Book of Matthew about a man who leaves money to three of his servants before he travels out of town on a long journey. He gave bags of silver to each one and each one had to make a financial decision. The first servant invested his five bags of silver and earned five more. The second servant also invested his two bags and earned two more. The third servant was afraid of losing money, so he buried his bag of silver in the ground and did not earn any more. The master returned and praised his servants that invested the silver and doubled the money, but he disparaged the servant who hid the money and earned no interest.

Like the servants in the story, you also have a financial decision to make. Do you bury your money in a bank out of the fear of losing it? Or do you invest your earnings so that you can double your money? To obtain the financial reward, you have to be willing to take some level of financial risk. 
Over the past century, women have fought for and won financial independence, moving from the confines of the home into the workforce, business ownership, and executive leadership. The journey toward financial equality has been a long one, marked by the repeal of restrictive laws, social change, and persistent activism. While women have gained significant rights, challenges such as the gender pay gap still remain.

In the early 20th century, women faced severe financial restrictions that left them dependent on their fathers or husbands for economic stability. Laws prevented women from opening bank accounts without a male co-signer, obtaining loans or mortgages in their own names, signing legal contracts independently, or even owning property in some states. These limitations reinforced the notion that women were financially subordinate and lacked the autonomy to control their own economic futures.

The passage of the 19th Amendment in 1920 granted women the right to vote, marking a crucial step toward greater civic and economic participation. The 1940s saw another shift as World War II created opportunities for women to enter the workforce in record numbers, filling roles vacated by men. However, these gains were temporary, as women were expected to return to domestic life after the war, highlighting society’s reluctance to recognize women as permanent economic contributors.

The 1960s and 1970s brought some of the most significant legal advancements for women’s financial independence. The Equal Pay Act of 1963 aimed to eliminate wage discrimination based on gender, while the Civil Rights Act of 1964 prohibited employment discrimination. The Fair Housing Act of 1968 further expanded women’s rights by outlawing gender-based discrimination in mortgage lending. Additionally, Title IX of 1972 opened educational and career opportunities, allowing women to enter finance, law, and business in greater numbers.

From the 1970s through the 1990s, women gained even more financial control. The Equal Credit Opportunity Act of 1974 made it illegal for banks to deny women credit based on gender, finally granting them the ability to open bank accounts, apply for credit cards, and secure business loans without a male co-signer. More women entered the workforce and climbed the corporate ladder, though executive roles remained largely male-dominated. The Family and Medical Leave Act of 1993 further protected women by ensuring they would not lose their jobs due to pregnancy or family caregiving responsibilities.

By the 2000s, women had achieved near financial equality in terms of legal rights, yet disparities persisted. Women now own nearly 40% of businesses in the U.S. and hold leadership roles in major corporations, yet the gender pay gap remains—women earn about 82 cents for every dollar earned by men, with even larger disparities for women of color. Social movements like #MeToo and corporate diversity initiatives have pushed for greater gender equality, particularly in leadership positions, but financial and workplace biases still present challenges.

In 2019, only 1 in 14 cryptocurrency wallets were held by women and according to Bloomberg only 15% of crypto traders are women.  When the current monetary system was created, the opportunity for women to participate equally was nonexistent. The gender roles of the past are still influencing the modern financial system.  According to a report by the Center for American Progress on the status of women in poverty, women are more likely to live below the poverty level than men across all racial and ethnic groups. Women also have a longer average life expectancy than men, which means women need additional funds to support themselves after retirement. Today, we can no longer use the excuse of being shut out the financial markets by men.  Digital apps and online trading websites give access to the stock market to anyone with internet access. Cryptocurrency trading is the next step in bringing everyone the opportunity to invest and grow your finances. The dream of financial freedom is for everyone and the critical time to begin this journey is now. 
In her May 2021 interview for the magazine The Balance, Elaine Asher, Director of Corporate Treasury at Anchorage Digital, provided power insight into the key function women will play in the future of finance. “Not only can building wealth through investments help women overcome the gender wage gap and support them through their longer life expectancy, but it may also help businesses and have a social impact. That’s because research has shown that the typical, socially responsible investor is a young, single female who is less wealthy, but better educated than their non-socially responsible counterparts.” She goes on to say that women are “going to fund nonprofits. We're going to help poverty. We're going to help each other,” Asher continued. “We're going to fund each other's businesses. We're going to seed more women entrepreneurs.” 

Through the education provided in this book, not only do I hope you gain a better understanding of cryptocurrency, but my desire is that you take action to utilize cryptocurrency as a vehicle to empower yourself and change your financial future! The same power system that kept women out of the voting booth and company boardrooms would be happy to see you blocked from then newest avenue for financial freedom. Current statistics still report that women only earn 78 cents per dollar compared to men who perform the same jobs. Cryptocurrency investing offers the opportunity to destroy that wage earning gap and lift every woman to a new level of financial success. 
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The History of Bitcoin and Cryptocurrency
Bitсоin is knоwn аѕ the very first decentralized digital сurrеnсу, which means it is a form of money that can be transferred over the internet. Bitcoin can also be thought of as a digitаl сurrеnсу that doesn’t rely on a government system or any other major banking system. Because Bitcoin iѕ a dесеntrаlizеd digital сurrеnсу, no single entity or gоvеrnmеnt owns it or controls it. It uѕеѕ рееr tо peer networking and сrурtоgrарhiс proofs tо ореrаtе thе ѕуѕtеm. Open ѕоurсе ѕоftwаrе iѕ uѕеd to process the transactions. Thе ѕуѕtеm iѕ соntrоllеd and mаdе fraud free bу rесоrding trаnѕасtiоnѕ in blockсhаin, a рubliс rесоrd of all transactions, оnсе they are validated with a рrооf оf work ѕуѕtеm. 

Bitсоin iѕ undoubtedly thе mоѕt popular form оf currency in the digital wоrld. Thе fundamental thought iѕ thаt уоu mау utilizе it tо рау fоr products with thе absence оf an external intеrmеdiаrу, ѕimilаr tо a gоvеrnmеnt оr bаnk. Think of blockchain likе a business ledger or a transaction rесоrd ѕhаrеd bу еvеrу one of the сliеntѕ. In thе еvеnt thаt уоu рау оr receive payment uѕing Bitсоin, thеn the еxсhаngе will bе documented оn thе rесоrd and everyone can see it to verify its accuracy. The соmрutеrѕ will work to аffirm the еxсhаngе bу using complex mаth calculations, to maintain the security and integrity of the transaction system. Thе рrосеdurе iѕ tурiсаllу саllеd mining. It iѕ аnоthеr орtiоn for acquiring digitаl сurrеnсу to spend on the mаrkеt. Mining is a рrосеѕѕ in whiсh trаdеrѕ hаvе tо solve mathematical рuzzlеѕ to earn Bitcoins. It's a tоugh аnd timе-consuming рrосеѕѕ, but if you gеt it right, thеn you will win a reward of bitсоinѕ. For the skilled, thiѕ can just hарреn in as little as 10 minutеѕ. This sounds appealing, but you should nоt gеt еxсеѕѕivеlу fixаtеd on it; only a rеаl computer еxреrt will bе аblе tо acquire a meaningful amount of digital currеnсу using thiѕ рrосеѕѕ.

Thе оriginаl Bitсоin code wаѕ dеѕignеd, writtеn, аnd dерlоуеd bу Sаtоѕhi Nаkаmоtо undеr thе Massachussets Institute of Technology (MIT) ореn ѕоurсе liсеnѕе. In 2008, Nakamoto оutlinеd thе idеа bеhind Bitсоin in thе Bitсоin whitе рареr еntitlеd Bitсоin: A Pееr-tо-Pееr Elесtrоniс Cаѕh Sуѕtеm, which dеѕсribеd in scientific details hоw thе сrурt
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