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            Chapter One

          

          
            The City of Angels at Last

          

        

      

    

    
      After living for more than a century, I’ve finally set foot in the City of Angels. Were all the tales in the UK tabloids about celebrity sightings on every street corner true? Almost certainly not. Yet, people don’t believe I exist, but vampires are real.

      I make my way through the throng of people and head straight for the passenger pick up. For months, my mate, Edgar, an art dealer in London, has been toiling with a publicist in Los Angeles, coordinating my big gallery opening. He wanted to make sure my West Coast launch would be successful. Normally, I would shun fame, as it would make me vulnerable to exposure. But now that I no longer crave blood thanks to a birthday present from my witch friend Rhonwen, I feel it’s safe to venture into the celebrity art world.

      A tall, pretty brunette in her late twenties waves as I hit the limousine lineup. She holds out her perfectly manicured hand. “It’s so wonderful to finally meet you in person, Ainsley.”

      I nod and shake her hand. “Lovely to meet you, too, Olivia. Thank you for handling all my trip details.”

      “It’s my job.” She gives me a quick smile and hands me a stack of papers. “This is your schedule for the next few days. I have everything worked out, including some free time.”

      Why do I suddenly feel like a schoolboy? I stuff the papers into my shoulder bag as Olivia hails a stretch limousine. I stare in disbelief at the pretentious car the length of a large delivery truck. “Is this really necessary?”

      She crinkles her perfect nose. “Of course it is. You’re in LA now. Famous people must ride in style.”

      I nod and step into the back of the limousine that easily matches the size of the kitchen in my flat in London. “So what is our first destination?”

      Olivia nervously adjusts her mini-skirt. I scan her mind to find out why—apparently she is worried the driver might get a show.

      After she’s done fussing with her skirt, she relaxes and leans back in her seat. “I found you an amazing penthouse apartment in Hollywood. It has a panoramic view of the Hollywood sign. Best of all, there is plenty of space for you to paint in the enormous living room.”

      I have to admit, the place sounds perfect. “I appreciate all your hard work.”

      Olivia smiles and nudges a bit closer to me. “It’s a pleasure. I love your paintings.”

      I can’t tell if she is just getting comfortable or if she’s flirting with me. If she’s flirting, she’s wasting her time. Olivia isn’t my type of woman. Not that I really have one. When my master, Murdock, ruled my life, he never let anyone get close to me. If I did get into a relationship, he would become enraged. Inevitably, the person I was seeing would end up dead, floating in the Thames. His jealousy over the century we were together caused me to turn completely celibate. But with my master locked in a binding spell, maybe I can finally find a partner.

      Not wanting to be rude, I return Olivia’s compliment. “Thank you, but you are equally proficient at your job.”

      “Aw, thanks.” Olivia grins, takes out her iPad Mini, and scrolls down the screen. “Here are a few pictures of the Braxton Gallery I took. I wanted you to see it now because we won’t be heading over there today.”

      What a relief. All I want to do is unpack my things and take a nap. Unlike the ancient myths and Hollywood films, my sect of vampires doesn’t need to sleep in coffins during the day to avoid the sunlight. To the contrary, we can sleep whenever we desire and only need two to three hours at most. We also don’t have protruding fangs. Our fangs only appear at the moment of feeding. Thankfully since the spell, mine are forever hidden from view.

      I point to the picture of the main gallery. “The walls are a stark white. A perfect backdrop for my paintings.”

      She beams. “Mr. Braxton changed the color just for you.”

      Most galleries have a standard paint color they use. I’m certain Olivia put extraordinary pressure on the owner to take on the expense. “I will make sure to express my appreciation when I meet him.”

      “Great idea.” She points out the window. “Look, it’s the Capital Records building.”

      Even I know the iconic building shaped like a fancy layer cake with a spire candle on top. “Are we getting close to my new home?”

      “Just another couple of minutes.”

      I take in the busy streets of Hollywood, thrilled to finally be in such a famous place. New York City is wonderful with its skyscrapers, but there is something to be said for the palm tree-lined streets filled with colorful characters. There is something decidedly magical about the granite stars dotting the sidewalks. We drive slightly uphill and stop in front of an imposing art deco masterpiece. “I had no idea there were any apartments of this era left in Hollywood.”

      The chauffeur opens my door.  I step out into a tropical haven lush with small palm trees and birds of paradise. The gardens in front of the building are so lush I expect a flock of parrots to fly by. I take a snapshot of the garden in my mind. It will make the perfect backdrop for a future painting. I point to the top of the building shaped like a Mayan pyramid. “I’m godsmaked. How did you ever find such an enchanting place?”

      A huge grin spreads across Olivia’s face. “Like you said, I’m good at my job.”

      That she indubitably is. I follow her through the formidable steel and etched glass doors to the lobby. Unlike New York, this building has no doorman. If Murdock were free, I would be alarmed by the lack of security. But my need for caution has thankfully waned over the five years he’s been bound in a small cave in Wales.

      Olivia pushes the gold button of the elevator. The fan-shaped doors open and the chauffeur wheels my bag inside. Olivia pulls a small key out of her designer handbag and puts it into a hole next to the twelfth floor button. “I made sure the penthouse access is secure. Wouldn’t want any stalker fans trying to break in.”

      The whole notion of fans still gives me pause. I’ve learned to be very private once I turned. I still become uneasy when strangers approach me on the street. A century of habit is hard to break.

      The elevator slowly works its way up to the penthouse. The doors open and I walk right into the flat. “Brilliant! The lighting in the living room is perfect for painting.”

      A smug look crosses Olivia’s face. “I read that light from an east facing room is the best.”

      The chauffeur drops the bags by a tufted leather sofa. “Will that be all for tonight, Miss Turnbill?”

      “Yes, thank you, John. Pick Mr. Harrison up at eleven o’clock tomorrow morning, okay?”

      He nods and heads back to the elevator. Olivia heads straight for the couch. How I long for solitude. “I’m feeling a bit ragged. Do you mind if we finish up in
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