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The author of this book does not dispense financial advice or prescribe the use of any techniques as a

form of treatment for legal matters without the advice of a lawyer, either directly or indirectly. The

intent of the author is only to offer information and an opinion of a general nature to help you become

better prepared to right size your financial situation, if necessary, and to show you how to create your

own debt repayment solutions (tunabudget.com for consumers, and NCARA.org for small business

owners). In the event you use any of the information in this book for yourself or in your business, the

author and the publisher assume no responsibility for your actions.

Disclaimer

The views and opinions expressed by National Credit Awareness & Resolution Association, LLC (NCARA.org), and Tunabudget LLC
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validity of any information in this or any of its other publications, and will not be liable for any errors, omissions, or delays in this information, or any losses, injuries, or damages arising from its display or use.

All information is provided on an as-is basis, and is expressly not to be used as legal advice in any way shape or form. This publication, including
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Big Wars Now, More Escalation on the Way? - Wars 

The escalating conflict between Israel and Iran, and now the US, have already had serious global repercussions, not to mention Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. These wars have driven up oil prices, increased US military spending, shaken consumer confidence, added to the national debt, and fueled inflation. With the US' direct attack on 06/21/2025, the Middle East is now teetering on the edge of a much wider war.

US troops stationed in the region are on heightened alert and increasingly facing attacks from Iran backed militias. Commercial shipping lanes, including those critical to global energy supplies, are under persistent assault, raising the risk of major disruptions to oil flow. If the conflict expands further, oil prices could skyrocket, putting even more strain on American households and the global economy. At what point does a foreign crisis become inevitable as war escalates on multiple fronts? And more importantly, for American families, workers, and businesses, at what cost?

The ongoing conflict in the Middle East has entered a critical new phase, with the United States now directly involved.

On 06/21/2025, the US launched targeted strikes against Iranian naval assets and Revolutionary Guard (IRGC) facilities. The Pentagon described these actions as "defensive measures" to protect American personnel and interests, responding to intelligence that Iran was preparing further aggression. This direct US intervention marks a significant escalation.

These U.S. strikes followed a series of intense exchanges between Israel and Iran. On 06/13/2025, Israel initiated "Operation Rising Lion," a widespread assault on over 100 Iranian military and nuclear sites, including Natanz, Isfahan, and Arak. Israeli forces used drones and F-35 jets, partly enabled by a sophisticated covert campaign by Israeli intelligence (Mossad) that smuggled explosive drones and neutralized surface-to-surface missile infrastructure deep inside Iran before the aerial attacks. In retaliation, Iran launched "Operation True Promise 3" on the same day, firing over 150 ballistic missiles and drones at Israel, causing at least 24 injuries and triggering nationwide alerts.

In anticipation of further escalation, Iran has heightened its defense readiness, deploying S-300 air defense systems and Jas-313 drones, and coordinating with its regional proxies. However, allied groups like Hezbollah and the Houthis have so far remained largely silent or cautious, creating a degree of strategic ambiguity.

The global reaction has been immediate. The US has reaffirmed military support for Israel while urging restraint. Meanwhile, European and UN leaders are pushing for diplomacy, concerned that the conflict could rapidly expand if more Iranian nuclear sites or proxies become entangled, risking a broader regional war. (Sources: CNN, Reuters, Business Insider, Associated Press, The New York Times, The Guardian)

Potential for Escalation and Why It Matters to You

The fragile balance now stands on a knife’s edge. With the destruction of Iran's nuclear program, and both sides exchanging missile salvos, the conflict carries a real risk of spiraling into a full-scale regional war. If Iran broadens the strike (perhaps by targeting Gulf shipping lanes closing the Strait of Hormuz or unleashing Hezbollah and other proxies) global oil flow could be drastically affected. Oil prices already surged 14% following the initial strikes and may surpass $100 $120 per barrel if the Strait is threatened. (Source: Economic Times, Oil Surges Amid Mideast Tensions, 06/14/2025). (Source: Barrons, Market Reacts to Iran Israel Conflict, 06/14/2025). (Source: Reuters, Strait of Hormuz Concerns Drive Oil Price Volatility, 06/14/2025).

For average Americans the ripple effects would be felt directly: higher gas and heating costs inflationary pressure market volatility and increased military expenditure. There's also the potential for direct US involvement (whether through missile defense or broader military commitments) which could alter domestic politics and budgets. Beyond economic consequences the moral and security stakes are high: a wider war could entangle US forces destabilize the Middle East further and reshape alliances. For those of us paying the bills planning careers or educating kids this conflict matters now not someday in the future. What happens in Tehran and Tel Aviv could redefine our economy and global safety for years to come.

Rising Tensions with China: A Looming Global Crisis

Not to mention that China's oil imports mostly pass through the Strait of Hormuz, where Iran has threatened closure, the escalating military pressure exerted by China on Taiwan, aimed at enforcing its "One China" policy and achieving reunification, represents one of the most dangerous geopolitical flashpoints today. With heightened tensions in the South China Sea, China's increasingly assertive posture, marked by frequent air incursions, naval exercises simulating blockades, and intensified rhetoric, brings the region closer to conflict. Taiwan, for its part, is resolute in strengthening its de facto autonomy and bolstering its defenses, moving further along a path that Beijing perceives as a definitive step toward formal independence. A conflict in the Taiwan Strait would unleash catastrophic economic and societal consequences across the globe, with profound and immediate impacts here in the US.

Direct Economic Consequences for the US

	Semiconductor Catastrophe: Taiwan is the undisputed global leader in advanced semiconductor manufacturing, producing over 90% of the world’s most sophisticated chips through companies like TSMC. A war would instantly cripple this supply, bringing industries from automotive to consumer electronics, defense, and artificial intelligence to a grinding halt. The resulting shortages would be unprecedented, far surpassing anything seen during recent supply chain disruptions.


	Supply Chain Paralysis: Beyond semiconductors, the South China Sea is a critical artery for global shipping. Any significant military confrontation would disrupt vast global supply chains, leading to widespread shortages of essential goods, raw materials, and components. This paralysis would starve industries worldwide and leave store shelves bare.


	Soaring Inflation and Reduced Spending: The combination of acute shortages and immense uncertainty would trigger unprecedented inflationary pressures. Higher prices for everything from consumer goods to energy would erode purchasing power, forcing American households to make difficult choices. Consumer confidence would plummet, leading to a sharp decline in spending, which would inevitably translate into lower economic growth, a severe recession, or worse.


	Massive Government Spending and Debt: The US would inevitably provide substantial military and financial assistance to Taiwan, drastically increasing deficit spending. The costs of maintaining a military presence, conducting potential operations, and rebuilding global trade infrastructure would run into trillions of dollars, exacerbating the already straining national debt.


	Market Turmoil: Global financial markets would experience extreme volatility. Stock markets would likely crash, and investor confidence would evaporate, leading to capital flight and significant asset devaluation. US unemployment would surge as businesses face untenable conditions.


Broader Societal and Geopolitical Ramifications - The conflict's ripple effects extend far beyond economics:

	Cyber Warfare Escalation: A major conflict would almost certainly involve large scale cyber warfare, targeting critical infrastructure, financial systems, and government networks globally. The US faces significant risk of direct cyberattacks on its own systems, leading to widespread disruption of daily life.


	Humanitarian Crisis: Millions of lives would be at stake, both on Taiwan and potentially mainland China, creating a humanitarian crisis of immense scale with widespread displacement and loss of life.


	Regional Destabilization: US allies in the Indo Pacific, including Japan, South Korea, Australia, and the Philippines, would be directly imperiled. The conflict could draw in multiple regional powers, creating a broader, long-lasting hotbed of instability.


	Extreme Risks: While hopefully avoidable, the potential for unintended escalation to even worse consequences, including nuclear conflict, cannot be entirely dismissed in such a high stakes scenario.


The Interconnected Web of Global Threats

These threats are compounded by increasing aggression from other adversaries. Iran's direct attack on Israel and its relentless pursuit of nuclear capabilities, alongside North Korea's escalating nuclear activity and missile tests, drain global attention and resources. A conflict over Taiwan would create a dangerous multi front geopolitical challenge for the US, potentially emboldening other rogue actors and further increasing global uncertainty, which in turn impacts economic stability and security worldwide. For those of us paying the bills, planning careers, or educating kids, this conflict matters now, not someday in the future. What happens in Tehran, Tel Aviv, Pyongyang, and especially in Beijing and Taipei, could profoundly redefine our economy and global safety for years to come.

Other Geopolitical Risks

While global focus remains on high profile conflicts in Ukraine/Russia and Israel/Iran, the world is quietly facing multiple other crises with far reaching human and economic implications. By 04/30/2025, the UN Refugee Agency reported over 122 million forcibly displaced individuals worldwide, an all-time high. This staggering figure includes 73.5 million internally displaced persons (IDPs) and 42.7 million refugees, highlighting a pervasive and growing human rights crisis on multiple continents. This surge stems largely from deepening conflicts in nations such as Sudan, Myanmar, and the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), in addition to ongoing displacement within Ukraine. Sudan now registers as the world’s largest displacement crisis, tragically surpassing Syria, with 14.3 million people uprooted from their homes. (Source: UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR), Global Forced Displacement Mid-Year Update, 04/2025). (Source: Associated Press, Sudan Displacement Crisis Surpasses Syria, 05/2025).

Further exacerbating these dire circumstances, the UN’s coordination arm OCHA issued urgent warnings in 05-06/2025 regarding a widening disconnect between critical humanitarian needs and available funding. This alarming shortfall is primarily driven by donor fatigue and the immense demands of competing high profile crises. With billions in funding gaps, vast regions including the Sahel, East Africa, and Haiti are confronting extreme food shortages and critical protection gaps. As aid budgets shrink, the operational capacity of relief organizations is severely impacted; reports indicate approximately 20% fewer UN humanitarian staff are available, leading to slower responses and escalating risks for already vulnerable populations across these underfunded emergencies. This growing gap compromises the ability to deliver essential aid, creating profound human suffering. (Source: Associated Press, UN Warns of Widening Humanitarian Funding Gaps, 06/2025).

The grave weight of these conflicts extends far beyond their immediate epicenters. They trigger massive cross border refugee flows, overwhelming public services and straining economies in neighboring countries, creating new layers of instability. Persistent instability in resource rich nations like the DRC and Myanmar disrupts vital global supply chains for minerals, food, and energy. Prolonged wars in hardened conflict zones foster extremism, human trafficking, and regional insecurity, creating fertile ground for organized crime and radical groups to flourish, posing long term threats to international security.

Meanwhile, the proliferation of low intensity conflicts distracts costly diplomatic efforts and financial resources from more established flashpoints and pressing global challenges. This reduces the international community's collective capacity to respond effectively to any singular emerging threat. In short, overlooking these simmering crises does not merely ignore immense human suffering; it fundamentally undermines global stability, heightens interconnected risks for all nations, and represents a significant economic and moral burden on the international system.

CONCLUSION – SO WHAT, WHEN, HOW IT AFFECTS YOU?

The world currently navigates an unprecedented landscape of geopolitical tension, far reaching beyond the immediate battlegrounds and directly impacting daily lives. Major conflicts, such as Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, continue to reshape the European security order, while the Middle East stands on a knife’s edge. The escalating hostilities between Israel and Iran, dramatically highlighted by Israel’s Operation Rising Lion targeting Iranian military and nuclear facilities on 06/13/2025, and Iran’s retaliatory Operation True Promise 3 with over 150 ballistic missiles and drones, threaten a full-scale regional war. This direct exchange has already caused oil prices to surge 14%, with projections potentially surpassing $100 to $120 per barrel if critical choke points like the Strait of Hormuz are threatened. US troops in the region are on heightened alert and increasingly facing attacks, and commercial shipping lanes remain under persistent assault, creating major disruptions to global energy supplies.

Simultaneously, the rising tensions between China and Taiwan represent another critical and potentially catastrophic flashpoint. China’s increasing military pressure, including extensive air incursions and naval exercises in the South China Sea, pushes the region toward conflict. A war in the Taiwan Strait would unleash devastating global economic consequences for the US, most notably a semiconductor catastrophe due to Taiwan’s near monopoly on advanced chip manufacturing, paralyzing industries from technology to defense. Such a conflict would also trigger widespread supply chain paralysis, soar inflation, reduce consumer spending, and cause market turmoil leading to increased US unemployment and significant devaluation of assets. These immediate and large-scale conflicts collectively contribute to increased US military spending, a mounting national debt, and heightened inflation, fundamentally challenging global stability and economic prosperity.

Beyond these high-profile confrontations, numerous other underreported geopolitical risks further destabilize the world, contributing significantly to the overall cost. Global forced displacement reached over 122 million people by 04/30/2025, an all-time high, yet humanitarian needs are severely outpacing funding, with OCHA warning in 05/2025 and 06/2025 of billions in funding gaps and a 20% reduction in UN humanitarian staff. This volatile environment also brings increased trade wars, escalating cybersecurity risks that strain diplomatic relations between the US and China, and mounting nuclear tensions on the Korean Peninsula. Regional confrontations, civil wars, and territorial disputes are emerging everywhere, spanning from Israel Palestine and Myanmar to critical areas like Sudan, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, and Haiti. (Source: Council on Foreign Relations, Global Conflict Tracker, 02/02/2024). 

The escalating costs of navigating this world of soaring global geopolitical tensions, coupled with the expenses of refugee care and managing illegal migration, directly contribute to a structural deficit in US government spending, swelling the national debt and subjecting it to higher interest rates. This is not just about abstract international relations; it is a fundamental challenge to American households, workers, and businesses. Can you smell a debt
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