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INTRODUCTION

Ah, the garden. It’s the place where you want to relax at the end of a hard day, but if that hard day has been spent toiling over the lawn, grappling with weeds and searching the shed for your missing rake, you may begin to feel that your garden is more trouble than it’s worth. Well, fear not – your days of spending hours on garden maintenance are over. This book contains over 130 cunning gardening tips that will save you time, trouble and money, and help you to achieve the garden of your dreams.

From planting a productive veggie patch to outwitting evil slugs, Gardening Hacks has got it covered. If you want to know how a nappy can save you time watering and a ruler can help you get rid of stubborn weeds, read on. By the end of this book you’ll have much more time to enjoy your garden, but it’ll look as though you’ve been slaving away over a spade for weeks… we won’t tell if you don’t! After all, our philosophy here at Life Hacks Towers is ‘maximum results for minimum effort’. So pick up your tools and get hacking!


PLANTING HACKS


Are you struggling to get newly planted seeds to germinate, or worrying about your seedlings getting enough water? Planting, propagating and transplanting can be tricky, so check out these stress-free hacks to make sure your leafy offspring get the best start in life.



 

 

EGGSHELL PLANTERS

Don’t shell out on expensive biodegradable pots for your seedlings – try this quick and easy hack instead.

Just save and rinse your eggshells, pierce a small hole in the bottom of each and fill with compost. Pop in your seed and mist with a plant spray once a day. When your seedlings are ready to plant out, crack the shells gently and transfer straight to the ground. Your egg pot will biodegrade and even add calcium to the surrounding soil. How’s that for a cracking idea?

[image: ]

 

 


DIY SOIL-TYPE TEST

How can you tell if your soil is acidic or alkaline without calling in CSI? This hack shows you – lab coat and goggles are optional.

Find two bowls and put a cup of soil in each. Add enough water to turn the soil to mud. To test for alkaline soil, add ½ a cup of vinegar to one bowl and stir. If the sample fizzes your soil is alkaline. To test for acidic soil, add ½ a cup of baking soda to the other bowl. Stir, and if there is a reaction your soil is acidic. If neither reacts, you have neutral soil – lucky you!
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SANDY SEED SOLUTION

One of the miracles of gardening is the way mahoosive plants grow from the smallest seeds, but some of those seeds are really tiny, aren’t they? If you’re struggling to plant your mini-miracle seeds evenly, this tip is for you.

Place your seeds in a dry container and add some sand – nine parts sand to one part seed (measured by weight) works well. Mix the seeds in, then sprinkle the mix along your row. You’ll get a good even distribution without your seeds clumping together in one place, and it’ll be easier to see where you’re planting, too!
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WINE-CORK SEED DIBBER

If you’re planting up lots of seed trays, it makes sense to use a dibber that can make several holes at once. And if you’re fond of a glass of wine – and who isn’t? – it also makes sense to make your own dibber using recycled corks. Here’s how.

Find a ruler (a metal one will work best for this method, but it could be substituted if you don’t have one) and grab four wine corks. Glue the corks along the flat side of the ruler to make four perfectly spaced holes for your seed-tray size. Once the glue has set you’ll be ready to dib 16 holes in under 5 seconds… which leaves a little extra time to relax with a glass of wine.
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BERRY-BOX GREENHOUSE

These micro-greenhouses must be the easiest hack in this book.

Simply rinse out the containers you buy berries in, remove any light-blocking labels, add some seed compost (to about three-quarters full) and plant your seeds as per the instructions on the pack. Your seedlings will have a warm yet ventilated home until they are strong enough to go it alone. Cheap, easy and super effective – the perfect hack!
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EASY IRRIGATION SYSTEM

Here’s a great way to recycle plastic bottles and enrich your plants at the same time.

In dry weather, it can be hard for water to get down to the roots of your bigger plants, so take an empty drinks bottle and pierce holes all over it with a skewer, then bury it next to your plant with the top just poking out above the soil. Fill the bottle with water and it will gradually be released where your plant needs it most – deep down at its roots. Brilliant!
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HONEY ROOTING REMEDY

If you were a tiny cutting, recently severed from your parent plant, you’d need a little something to get over the shock, right? Well, try this easy hack to make your own natural rooting solution and settle your traumatised cuttings.

Boil two cups of water and stir in a tablespoon of honey. Let the mixture cool and store in a jar. When ready to root your cuttings, decant some of the solution into a cup and dip the tip of your cutting in it before planting. The honey gives cuttings an energy boost and guards against bacterial problems too. Sweet!
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NAPPY WATER RETAINER

Watering your hanging baskets is a bit of a chore, but this hack will stop them from drying out too quickly.

Take a couple of nappies – yes, you read that right! – and pierce two or three holes in them for drainage. Lay them with the absorbent side up in the base of your hanging basket, fill with soil and plant as usual. The nappies contain the same water-storing crystals that you can buy at the garden centre and will keep your soil moist for just as long.
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EPSOM SALTS SHOCK ABSORBER

Moving house is always stressful and it’s no different if you’re a plant. Avoid transplantation shock by giving your greenery a dose of Epsom salts on moving day.

Mix one tablespoon of Epsom salts into a gallon (4.5 litres) of water and saturate the soil where you’re planning to put your plant. (Top tip: water normally first, so that your mixture doesn’t disappear into the dry soil, then saturate with your Epsom mix once the soil is damp.) Water again once your plant is in situ and it’ll survive relocation with no problems at all.

[image: ]

 

 

STOCKING PLANT-TIES

Like most of us, plants need a little support now and then. This great hack shows you how to make your own plant ties from that pair of laddered tights languishing at the back of the underwear drawer. (What they’re doing there is your own damn business.)

Find a pair of sharp scissors and bid your nylons a fond farewell. Cut them into shorter strips and use these to secure your tomatoes. The soft fabric will support your plants without damaging them. No wonder they call them hold-ups!
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FRIDGE-TOP GERMINATION STATION

You could buy yourself a heat pad to help your lovingly planted seeds germinate… or you could try this tip and make the most of naturally occurring warm spots around your home.

Put your seed trays on top of the fridge and they’ll germinate more quickly – while your fridge is keeping your salad cool, it’s warming up your seedlings at the same time! (Just make sure you’re not blocking any vents or causing a fire risk – that would be taking the whole heating-seeds-up thing a bit too far!)
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CUT-AND-DRIED SUCCULENT SUCCESS

There’s a secret to propagating succulents – here’s how to get an endless supply of the little suckers.

Remove a few leaves from your parent plant (close to the stem), but don’t plunge them into a pot straightaway. If you let them dry out for several days first, the cut ends can heal and they won’t be able to absorb too much water. Next, lay your leaves on top of some soil and mist it with water whenever it gets dry. Wait for roots to form and then gently plant out for super-successful baby succulents.
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FLOWER-TENDING HACKS


Like children and pets, flowers can be very demanding. They do like the right nutrients, just enough water and a specific soil type, but they don’t like frost or being obliterated with a torrent from your watering can – they’re such divas! Well, don’t despair: here are a host of hacks to keep your flowers blooming marvellously.



 

 

MAX YOUR BLOOMS

If you want to enjoy as many flowers as possible from your favourite plants, this hack is for you.

‘Deadheading’ is not a new concept, but worth mentioning here to inspire you to actually do it! Removing dead or dying flowers will trick your plants into producing new blooms. When flowers fade, just cut them off with a pair of secateurs. (Cut back to the next bud or leaf or, with roses, pinch off the flower head for the best results.) Your perplexed plants will produce more flowers for you to enjoy, rather than going to seed.
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ICE-CUBE ORCHID FIX

Orchids may be beautiful but they’re notoriously difficult to care for. One of the biggest dangers is overwatering, so here’s a simple hack to ensure that your orchid gets exactly the right amount of water – use an ice cube.

Once a week, place an ice cube on top of the soil next to your orchid and it will water the plant gradually as it melts, without drowning its roots. (For larger orchids, use two ice cubes.) Orchid on the rocks, anyone?
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