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		Growing Up Skipper, released in 1977.
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		what’sbest?

		Hasn’t everything already been written about Barbie? Haven’t we seen all the photos? Learned all the variations?

		While a search of the Library of Congress database uncovers more than 400 entries under “Barbie,” no book has ever taken the organizational approach you see here. Quite simply, this book aims, in organization and content, to present “the best” of Barbie. The Best of Barbie Doll is not a completist compendium but rather a subjective exploration of the best dolls from 1959 to 2000.

		Narrowing down our selection became easier when we finally defined “best.” To collectors, “best” doesn’t necessarily mean most valuable, best dressed or most influential. Best might simply mean the doll they love the most.

		We took a broad, yet decidedly targeted, approach. The dolls listed in this book are included for one or more of the following reasons:

		Influence, Import, Innovation. Some of the dolls are included because they are influential or important to the toy industry (like Ponytail #1), society (Black Francie), pop culture (Rocker Barbie) or collecting (Happy Holidays). Others take into account innovations such as Miss Barbie’s sleep eyes or later dolls’ talking capabilities.

		Controversy. Inciting controversy from her inception, Barbie has faced many challenges in more than 40 years. These dolls are included under our “Best Banter” section, examining the trials and tribulations you can endure . . . even if you are just an inanimate (albeit influential) vinyl doll.

		[image: 9780873492614_0007_001]

		
			Best (best) adj. 1. Exceeding all others in excellence, achievement or quality: most excellent. 2. Most satisfactory, suitable, or useful: most desirable. 3. To the greatest extent or degree: Most.

		

		

Fashion Model Lingerie #1.

		Trends. The life of the Barbie doll has been cleverly cluttered with trends, for better or worse. Some of the best of these (like Bob Mackie fashions, swirl ponytail hair) are presented here.

		When we were introduced to Georgia Rankin’s awe-inspiring collection of more than 2,000 Barbie dolls in Northern Wisconsin, we knew we had the best to choose from. So it seemed natural to corral the dolls in this book under that encompassing heading.

		So, aside from being an intriguing and colorful guide to the best of Barbie dolls for the past 42 years, this book will also serve the collector in these ways:

		Values. A price guide at the back of the book provides up-to-date pricing for the dolls listed in this book, and many more.

		ID Guide. Clear, full-color photos (many full-page examples), close-ups and accompanying text provide unquestionable identification for the dolls.

		Glossary. You’ve seen phrases and abbreviations used in ads or other books, but do you know what they mean? Our concise, illustrated glossary is a handy inclusion.
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		Malibu Barbie.

	
		[image: 9780873492614_0009_001]

		Georgia Rankin, owner of the Showcase Museum in Sturgeon, Wisconsin, surrounded by Bob Mackie Barbie dolls.

	
		bestinthemidwest
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		Some of Georgia’s homemade cases show off her vast collection.

		Georgia Rankin and her husband used to wake up every morning with literally hundreds of dolls in their bedroom. And these were just some of the favorites.

		Thanks to Georgia, the Rankins’ bedroom was a haven for vintage Barbie dolls . . . those that wouldn’t fit into their already full Showcase Doll and Car Museum in Sturgeon Bay, Wisconsin.

		When she recently sold the dolls in their bedroom (the entire grouping brought around $10,000), Georgia was left with a 2,000 Barbie dolls – a collection larger than just about anyone’s in the nation, except for, perhaps, Mattel’s corporate archives.

		“I look at so many, and I think, ‘That’s my favorite,’” said 70-year-old Georgia Rankin, a dealer/collector whose passion led her to create an unassuming and almost-hidden museum, home to thousands of Barbie dolls, other vintage dolls, animatronic store displays, action figures and classic automobiles. But Barbie dolls predominate.
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		Virtually every doll, in every outfit for every season.

		It wasn’t always that way. Rankin’s true interest has always been larger antique dolls by manufacturers such as Simon and Halbig, Kestner, and Armand Marseilles. Looming in tall glass cases designed by Rankin, the dolls keep watch over their younger, hipper and more slender counterparts. Years ago when Rankin started her museum, she only had five or six Barbie dolls on display. And she seemed almost surprised when visitors, intrigued by the antique dolls, frequently inquired about the Barbie dolls. They wanted to see more.

		And so it began.

		Familiar with the Barbie dolls her two daughters used to play with in the 1960s, Rankin turned her focus to collecting Barbie dolls . . . all of them.

		That was her goal, and now, decades later, Rankin has succeeded and then some. By her count, she owns every Barbie doll and fashion ever made by Mattel. And there’s little evidence to dispute that claim.

		“Once I started, I just went crazy. I bought them at rummage sales and doll shows. They used to be much easier to find,” she said.
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		Ready for a close-up? Another view of the Barbie doll environments Georgia creates for her museum.

	
		But aside from its inherent value and completeness, the collection inspires interest because of its “down-to-earth” presentation and accessibility.

		One might expect a collection that valuable and complete to be housed in a pretentious marble-floored domain. The Showcase Museum is more of a windowless warehouse, really. Due to Sturgeon Bay city restrictions, signage is at a minimum. But for the unknowing who enter, it hardly matters that the amenities are few. The dolls provide plenty of opulence and nostalgia.

		Rankin, a former art teacher, put toil, time and tenderness into designing and hand-crafting displays that allow the dolls to take center stage.

		Rankin constructed Plexiglas cases with handles, sturdy enough to tote the collection to programs, library displays and speeches. The loose dolls aren’t just stored in the cases, though. Rankin has them posed in hand-painted dioramas.

		The Ponytail family poses in front of a beach scene. Elegantly dressed dolls stroll down a shop-lined boulevard. Dolls of the World front a map-lined case. Winter-garbed dolls lounge in a snow-covered scene.

		Delicate and often rare accessories, such as the wax fish from the Picnic Set (1959-1961) outfit or the petite paper map from Open Road (1961-1962), are miraculously present. These tiny treasures, often lost, forgotten or overlooked, make the realistic arrangements even more enticing.

		The dolls are arranged chronologically, so visitors can easily track Barbie doll changes in style and design throughout time. Rankin knows the collection so well she can locate a doll, and recite interesting facts about it, at the mere drop of a name.

		When you love all the dolls, as Rankin does, it’s hard to select a favorite. For a while, Rankin said she wanted “every single bride that was ever made.”

		Asked to name a favorite she would never part with, Rankin quickly answered, “A Ponytail #1 in the Gay Parisienne outfit.”

		An elegant choice, indeed. It’s easy to understand why her current favorites are the 1990s City Seasons dolls dressed in chic street clothes. “I’m a little tired of gowns,” she said.

		While visitors to the museum aren’t permitted, of course, to handle the dolls, Rankin is refreshingly open about handling her own vintage treasures. She has no qualms about dressing the dolls, styling their hair, fixing their blemishes and reposing them for photos. They are, after all, made to be enjoyed to their fullest.

		And that may be the best lesson learned after visiting Rankin and her museum. It’s not about the number of dolls or even their value. It’s about the long history of collecting, the history remembered, the nostalgic memories and the good times.

		Rankin’s Showcase Museum, located on Hwy. 42/57 in Sturgeon Bay, Wisconsin, is open May through December, in the middle of the active Door County tourist season. For more information, contact Georgia Rankin at 920-743-6788.
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		bestbeginnings

		She’s got a body to die for, and she goes by only one name. Who is this superstar? Madonna? Cher? It’s none other than Mattel’s Barbie doll.

		And the world of Barbie doll today is much more than just a doll and accessories. Barbie doll has kept pace with society through disco and disasters, careers and computers.

		Barbie doll’s beginnings are well-documented; her birth happened smack in the middle of a strong 1950s postwar economy.

		Back then, Americans liked "Ike" in the White House and Milton Berle on TV. Ben-Hur nabbed the Oscar for Best Picture. Teen idols like Fabian and Frankie Avalon elicited swoons from oceans of tender hearts.

		Alaska and Hawaii joined the United States, and Detroit’s new cars featured big, bold tailfins. Teenagers set trends by the music they listened to, the movies they watched and the clothes they wore. Little girls dressed up paper dolls and played make-believe with baby dolls.

		It was then that the Barbie doll came as an inspiration to Mattel co-founder Ruth Handler as she watched her young daughter, Barbara, playing with paper dolls.

		Barbara and her friends liked to play adult or teenage make-believe with the dolls, imagining them in roles as college students, cheerleaders and adults with careers.

		Handler immediately recognized that playing and pretending about the future was an important part of growing up. In researching the marketplace, she discovered a void and was determined to fill the niche with a three-dimensional fashion doll. Her all-male design staff, however, harbored doubts.

		Several designs later, Mattel introduced Barbie, the Teen-Age Fashion Model, to skeptical buyers at New York’s annual Toy Fair in 1959. Never before had they seen a doll so completely unlike the baby and toddler dolls popular at the time. Undaunted, Mattel used innovative television advertising to reach its audience. Today, the Barbie doll empire is close to a $1.5 billion a year industry.

		Over the years, Barbie doll has indeed achieved the title of most popular fashion doll ever created. She’s held that title by adapting to the times . . . while still remaining remarkably the same (at least in body, if not in garb).
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		Ponytail #2, from 1959.

	
		With fashion and teenage lifestyle trends evolving at a startling rate, the hundreds of people who have worked to keep Barbie doll current have had their hands full as styles changed from Paris couture to the inspired elegance of the Jacqueline Kennedy years to a more free-flowing, youthful look.

		Mattel’s design and development staff have remained current by identifying trends that relate to the lives of American teenagers.

		For instance, in 1964, The Beatles led the British Invasion, and along with a new sound, brought hemlines way up and hair way down as teenagers adopted the Carnaby Street look. Barbie doll went mod a few years later with new face sculpting in 1967, which brought her current with the next generation of little girls who adored her.

		In the 1970s, Barbie dolls wore up-to-the-minute fashions reflecting the prairie look, the granny dress, the California Girl suntan craze and the glittery styles of the disco years. By the end of the decade, Barbie doll’s face was again resculpted to a wide smile and sunstreaked hair that showcased the beauty trends of the day.
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			Mattel’s design and development staff have remained current by identifying trends that relate to the lives of American teenagers.

		

		

Dream Date Barbie.

		In the 1980s, Barbie dolls kept current as an aerobics instructor, a briefcase-carrying power executive and a couture-inspired sophisticate reflecting the popularity of nighttime soap operas. In the late 1990s, the Barbie doll stepped into the world of women’s sports as a member of the WNBA (Women’s National Basketball Association) and as a NASCAR racer.

		Finally, as the millennium turned, Barbie doll concurrently ran for president (the only undisputed winner!) and soared as a superhero (Wonder Woman).

		Barbie dolls have been called an “evergreen” property, an adjective infrequently used in the toy industry. Far too often, toys and the whims of the fickle buying public are fleeting.

		But unlike decades of toys lost in the attics of memory, Mattel’s Barbie doll has surpassed probably even Ruth Handler’s expectations.
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		Commuter Set—one of the most elegant early Barbie doll outfits.
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			Talking P.J.
 Model #1113 
 Hair Colors: Blond 
 Current Value: $250 MIB 

		

		P.J., introduced as a friend to Barbie doll, was just one of the many changes happening in the Barbie doll universe during the decade.
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