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[T]he crusade declared by U.S. President Reagan is not just talk. It is an action program aimed atrolling back communism. That is, a program of all-around struggle against world socialism.
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PREFACE




IT MAY SEEM ODD TO TITLE A BOOK ON RONALD REAGAN AND the Cold War, The Crusader. Some might think the choice sensational, chosen to overdramatize what Reagan believed, or even sarcastic. Yet, the label reflects Reagans mindset and actions, and what the Soviets believed and said about him throughout the 1980s.

The title is instructive: In researching this book, I spent many days reading through Soviet media archives from the 1960s through the 1990sarticles from Pravda, Izvestia, and unmemorable publications. I vetted press releases from TASS, the official Soviet news agency, as well as transcripts of Moscow radio and TV broadcasts. I was surprised to encounter hundreds of examples of Soviet figures referring to Reagans intentions vis--vis the USSR as a crusade, dubbing him the crusader, and calling his team crusaders. It was not uncommon in Moscow in the 1980s to open the pages of Pravda or Literaturnaya Gazeta and be struck by headlines like Twentieth Century Crusaders or The Washington Crusaders: The Ideological War Declared by Reagan Against Communism and Socialism.1

The Soviets frequently used these words to characterize Reagans assault on their ideology and empire. It was standard fare for someone like commentator Genrikh Borovik to get on Moscow TV and explain that a crusade against us was announced by Reagan.2 When the Soviets used the word, they often employed it within a religious context and with derision. Where did they come up with this colorful language? It was not devised by a Kremlin propagandist. Reagan himself had used it since at least 1950.

Many years later, in his emotional July 17, 1980 presidential nomination speech at the Republican convention, Reagan extemporaneously closed: Ill confess that Ive been a little afraid to suggest what Im going to suggestIm more afraid not to: that we begin our crusade joined together in a moment of silent prayer.3 As president, he frequently exhorted the faithful to join him in a new effort, a new crusade, as he requested in a February 26, 1982 speech at the Conservative Political Action Conference.4 As the Soviets knew, the word did not refer simply to Reagans domestic thinking or political conservatism. He applied it to the great struggle, to the Cold War battle against Communism.

The president took the crusading message abroad, twice urging British audiences to join him. On June 8, 1982 in his Westminster Address in London, where he predicted Marxism-Leninism would be placed on the ash heap of history, Reagan pressed for a crusade for freedoma call that sent the Soviet media into a fury. Returning six years later in a June 1988 speech before Londons Royal Institute of International Affairs, he offered a verse from the Bible (Isaiah 40:31) as the ingredient in his formula for completing our crusade for freedom. [T]hat crusade for freedom, he assured his distinguished audience, that crusade for peace is well underway.5

Of course, the word crusade has a heavy religious connotation. In my work, God and Ronald Reagan: A Spiritual Life, I focused on the mans spiritual pilgrimage, a journey that culminated in his personal crusade to undermine the USSRa peaceful crusade not marked by any hoped for or planned apocalyptic clash. He saw himself as an instrument of God, doing the Almightys will according to what he called Gods Plan. Ronald Reagan believed America was chosen by God to confront the Soviet Communist empire and prevail. As the leader of the United States at a special moment in time, he sensed that God had ordained such a role upon, as he put it, his team.

It was this religious dimension to Reagans Cold War assault that enraged the Kremlin. The officially atheistic Soviet government had long pursued, in Mikhail Gorbachevs words, an open war on religion.6 For Soviet atheists, Reagans talk of a crusade was too much to swallow; it became a source of highest condemnation and scorn. [T]he present White House incumbent, invoking God, [has] declared the crusade against socialism, observed Vitaliy Korionov in an angry Pravda analysis titled, Production Line of Crimes and Hypocrisy.7 Also in Pravda, propagandist Georgi Arbatov was unusually subdued when he raged at Reagan: Frenzied calls are being made for crusades. [This is] outright medievalism. And all this is covered up by hypocritical talk about faith and God, about morality, eternal good and eternal evil.8

To Moscow, Reagans crusade was synonymous with his effort to undermine the Communist empire. The Kremlin understood his intentions completely. The objective of this book is to reveal Reagans intent to undermine and, in the process, illuminate his personal role in this historic effort.



FEW EVENTS IN THE TWENTIETH CENTURY AND AMERICAN history as a whole were as consequential as the end of the Cold War. Vladimir Lenins Bolsheviks seized power in 1917. The Cold War started in the 1940s. By 1989, the Soviet Communist empire was finisheda death that Ronald Reagan had hoped for long before his 198189 presidency. Historian John Lukacs declared that the twentieth century ended in 1989. And so it did.

A professor teaching a course on the twentieth century could tell much of it through Reagans experiencesfrom the seven-year-old boy joining a flag-waving crowd welcoming home doughboys from WWI on the streets of Monmouth, Illinois in 1918, to the influenza epidemic that nearly took his mother in 1919, to the advent of radio, to the Great Depression, to the magic of Hollywoods golden age, to the New Deal and the rise of the federal government, to World War II, and on to the Cold War, Communism, the bomb, the Red Menace, and much, much more, all the way through his presidential races and the Cold War victory. One can trace the birth of the Bolshevik Revolution, six years after Reagans birth, to its collapse when he was near eighty: the start and end of Soviet Communism were the bookends of Ronald Reagans life.

Reagan not only hoped for Communisms demise; he often predicted it. More so, his administration went beyond hoping for the end, and beyond the commander-in-chiefs forecast that Communism would end up on the ash heap of history. The Reagan administration went so far as to design and implement actions, policies, and even formal directives intended to reverse the Soviet empire and win the Cold War. This is not an exaggeration, not a sloppy statement, and the fact itself is historically critically important. And yet, despite all that has been written on Ronald Reagan, questions on the mans personal role in this Cold War strategy remain unanswered.9

Edmund Morris, who more than any outsider had the best opportunity to learn what Reagan knew and did, described in the prologue of Dutch, his official biography of Reagan, how he left the Oval Office one day after interviewing the president and puzzled for the hundredth timeHow much does Dutch really know?10 The New York Times columnist Anthony Lewis, one of many on the political left not respectful of Reagans mind, who usually assumed the worst, said, Theres this mystery to Reagan that pervades everything, which is how much was he aware of what he was doing?11

This book will show that the correct answer, as related to Reagan and the Cold War specifically, was provided by Reagan foreign-policy adviser Richard V. Allen, who said candidly that the key factor in the winning sides team, meaning the United States in winning the Cold War, was the president himself.12 Allens assessment, unlike that of Lewis, had the advantage of proximity. Unlike the pundits, Allen actually interacted with Reagan on a daily basis for years, both before and during the White House period. That was even truer for Judge William P. Bill Clark, former Reagan national security adviser, right-hand man, and close friend. Going further than Allen, Clark has often said that Reagan will be remembered by those of us who worked with him in Sacramento and Washington as being far wiser than his Cabinet and his staff combined.13

Historians can debate those claims to the letter. Not debatable were contemporary charges like this from Gary Paul Gates and CBS News Bob Schieffer in their book, The Acting President: Ronald Reagan had very little to do with his administration and the issues that came before it. The evidence overwhelmingly proves that that assertion was simply not accurate.14 Likewise inaccurate, and reflective of much partisan thinking at the time, was a December 8, 1986 Time feature titled How Reagan Stays Out of Touch. It ran as a news article, not an opinion piece. The article declared:


[Reagans] briefing with his senior staff, which mainly concerns his daily schedule, lasts only about thirty minutes, and Reagan usually remains quiet, except for his trademark bantering. It is followed by a briefing from his national security council staff that is usually even shorter. When National Security Council staffers prepare Reagan for a full-fledged meeting of the NSC, the President typically does not ask any questions about the topic at hand; instead he inquires, What do I have to say?

Reagans reading is not heavy. Old friends and cronies have access to a special private White House post office box number and they can send him clippings that they think might strike his fancy. That box number is the source of many of Reagans familiar factoids, snippets clipped from obscure publications.

Reagan is not notably curious. His aides say he rarely calls them with a question and that he knows in only a vague way what they actually do.15 He does not sit down with his advisers to hammer out policy decisions. He is happiest when his aides form a consensus, something they try awfully hard to do.

He sees himself less as an originator of policy than as the chief marketer of it.

[Reagan] can work only if he is supported by a competent and active staff. During his first term, Chief of Staff James Baker protected Reagan from his woollier notions and helped put many of his ideals into practice. When Baker and Donald Regan pulled off their White House shuffle in January 1985, with a typically detached Reagan looking on like a bemused bystander, the new chief of staff proclaimed that his primary goal was to let Reagan be Reagan.16



By that point in this astounding article, Time readers understood the danger of letting Reagan be Reagan: the president might not be able to find his desk.

Today, many journalists, like many academics, have stepped back, allowed their emotions and partisan inclinations to cool, taken a careful look at the record, and see Reagan much differently. Ronald Reagan was not the person that I thought he was when I was covering him in the early 1980s, says Washington Post reporter Don Oberdorfer, who has written a book on the period.17 His is far from an isolated judgment.

Many long-time Reagan critics, some of the harshest among them, seem to have softened or outright changed. Historian Garry Wills now states:


Part of Reagans legacy is what we do not see now. We see no Berlin Wall. He said, Tear down this wall, and it was done. We see no Iron Curtain. In fact, we see no Soviet Union. He called it an Evil Empire, and it evaporated overnight.

Admittedly, Reagan did not accomplish all this by fiat. But it was more than coincidence that the fall began on his watch.18



There is hyperbole here, particularly Wills suggestion of immediate causality. Yet, curtains and empires fell, as Reagan expected. It is striking that a Reagan critic to Wills degree, who seemed to have no respect for Reagan,19 now grants so much credit.

The biggest surprise, especially to Reagan conservatives, has been the reevaluation of the fortieth president by academics. Reagan has received quite fair, favorable reviews by top presidential scholars and historiansnames like Thomas Mann, Sidney Milkis, John W. Sloan, David Mervin, Stephen Skowronek, James T. Patterson, Robert Dallek, Matthew Dallek, and Alonzo Hamby, to cite a few.20 George Mason Universitys Hugh Heclo maintains that Reagan was a man of ideas in the estimable company of Jackson, Madison, and Jefferson.21 There are similar appraisals from giants like Harvards dean of presidential scholars, the late Richard Neustadt, from popular historian and Pulitzer Prizewinner David McCullough, and from John Lewis Gaddis, the leading Cold War historian.22 Reagan is even faring well in certain surveys of academics, nearly all of whomlike most to all of the aforementioned namesare politically liberal.23

There are many reasons for this rising Reagan.24 Importantly, Ronald Reagans Cold War successnow widely attributed to more than luckheads the list. And yet, as the pages ahead show, there is much to learn about the mans Cold War achievement.










    
PART I

The Early Years







    

1.

Rock River Rescuer




STEPPING OUT OF HIS HOUSE THE MORNING OF AUGUST 2, 1928, Ronald Dutch Reagan was expecting another scorcher. As he walked across the street to the Graybills to catch his ride to the river, he noticed that it was yet another muggy Thursday in Dixon, Illinois. It was a typical midsummer afternoon in the Midwest, humid beyond any reasonable expectation, and with the advent of air-conditioning still years in the distance, the best form of escape could be found in a Ford automobile with windows open amid a breezy drive to the river at Lowell Park.

At Lowell, there were shady trees, cool water, and people, all kept under the watchful eye of seventeen-year-old Dutch Reagan. Already tall, he hovered above the swimmers in a ten-foot-high chair perched on the grassy banks, making himself a beacon for all to see. His height was emblematic of his swimming prowess, and a key factor in his swimming successes. At the YMCA in January, Reagan had sprinted to victory in the 110-yard freestyle by a half-length of the pool. When competing in the annual Water Carnival at the Rock River on Labor Day, he took first in the longest competitionthe 220-yard River Swim.1 He still holds the record for swimming fastest from the park entrance to the rivers farthest bank and back. So adept were his swimming skills that he was allegedly approached by an Olympic scout who invited him to work out with the team preparing for the 1932 gamesan offer Reagan said he refused because he could not give up his summer pay.2

On this August day, the rivers rough waters and undertows were particularly active. Scattered throughout the choppy waters were hundreds of swimmers, and through the spectacles that rested atop his nose, Dutch gazed at the clusters of people, aware that he could not slack off for a moment. Reagans regular pattern for patrolling the waters was tested on such a chaotic summer afternoon. According to the Dixon Telegraph, on a day like this Ronald Reagan often single-handedly watched over 1,000 bathers at a time, with no assistant.3

His most difficult concerns were toddlers who ventured too far out (there were legions of them) and adults cocky enough to think they could conquer the depths of the treacherous river. Toddlers that failed to listen were an easy nab for Reagan, who was vigilant in pulling them back right away before they disappeared into the murky water. Dutch always followed with a quick lesson to the child about wandering out.

Unfortunately, the adult swimmers were not as easy. They were bigger and stronger. If not secured in the right position, they tended to pull and grab, putting the lifeguards own life in peril. A panicky six-foot-frame was the worst foe. Among them, the end of the summer brought brawny farm boys to the water, just finished with the annual harvest; they invariably underestimated the river, not giving it the respect Reagan learned to grant it. Once in the death grip of a current, they became exhausted, went vertical, and began struggling and clawing frantically. On more than one occasion, Dutch belted them with a right cross to the jaw in order to facilitate a safe rescue.4 The unorthodox method was effective: Reagan never lost one.5

On occasion, there was another type of swimmer, a more unusual rescueyoung girls who accidentally found themselves in peril to try and catch Dutchs eye.6 I had a friend who nearly drowned herself trying to get him to save her! said one woman, recalling an occurrence that was not infrequent. He was everyones hero, said a Reagan schoolmate. Every girl was in love with him. He was a handsome young man, built like Mr. Perfection, tanned to the hilt.7

On afternoons like this August 2, Reagan felt like the burning sun would never set. Mercifully, it finally obliged, quickly growing dark until the swimming section, which was surrounded by tall, full trees and lush, thick hills was covered in shadow. This meant that the area Dutch surveyed got darker quicker than the rest of flat, open Illinois.

With nighttime upon the beach, it was now officially after-hours. A party of four, two girls and two boys, were looking to have some fun. They giggled as they surreptitiously slipped into their bathing suits down shore. They entered the beach area from the side and quietly made their way into the deceptively gentle surf, in defiance of beach rules. Among them was Dixonite James Raider, who was not the proficient swimmer he figured.

It was 9:30 PM, the end of another very long day, and Dutch and Mr. Graybill were closing up the bathhouse when they heard splashing in deep water: James Raider had been sucked under. Another member of his group tried to save him but could not and was forced to abandon efforts when he, too, almost drowned in the swift current.

Dutch sprinted to the water and dove into the darkness. With only the stars to light the way, Reagan relied on himself, on his inner eye, the one that knew the way better than anyone else. There was a major struggle in the black water. Witnesses recall noisy splashing, some yelling, and arms flailing in the air. Suddenly, a mass of human appendages began moving in their direction. The lifeguard wrapped one arm under the victims arms and dug water profusely with the other, kicking his feet under the current as rapidly as he could. Raider was brought ashore. Young Ronald dragged him onto the grass.

Artificial respiration was started. The party was no longer in a partying mood; the festive tone had been muted by a sense of horror. They watched, hoped, and probably prayed. Raider responded, and there was a collective sigh of relief. An exhausted Raider was transported to his home with an unexpected new lease on life. Ronald Reagan headed home as well. When his parents, Jack and Nelle, asked about his day, he might have shrugged that it was not especially unusual. It was, after all, the second near drowning in two weeks.

This early rescue gave Ronald Reagan one of his first tastes of notoriety: the front page of the Friday, August 3, 1928 Dixon Evening Telegraph carried a top-of-the-fold headline that read James Raider Pulled From the Jaws of Death, about the rescue made the previous evening by Life Guard Ronald Dutch Reagan. It informed residents that Dutch had notched his twenty-fifth save.

This was Reagans first page-one headline. He shared the top-of-the-fold with King George, who was reportedly enthusiastic about the Kellogg-Briand Pact to outlaw war, and with the customary story on election fraud in Chicago. He was a news story for the first timethousands more would follow. He had made the front page, as a hometown hero, early in life. And this would not be an isolated occasion for the Dixonite: The Telegraph continued to broadcast Reagans heroics as he continued to make saves, each time updating Dutchs rescue tally to the wonderment and amusement of the locals.8 Such episodes forged in the young man a supreme confidence that never left him, one that would forever affect Ronald Reagans actions, from Dixon to Hollywood, and eventually all the way to Washington.



WHEN THE REAGANS ARRIVED IN DIXON IN 1920, THEY FELL IN love with Lowell Park. That first summer, Jack, Nelle, and sons Neil and Ronald drove to the park in the Model T, as the youngest Reagan, nine-year-old Dutch, dreamed about working there one day.

In the spring of 1926, as a sophomore in high school, Dutchs big chance arrived. There was a vacated lifeguard job at Lowell. The teenager applied through beach owner Ed Graybill, who had doubts about Reagans age. Graybill first checked with Dutchs dad: Give the kid a chance, Jack Reagan prodded. He can do it. Graybill hired him, and never regretted his decision. His wife, Ruth, later remembered of Dutch:


Even as a high school sophomore, he was a perfect employee. He was my boy. He was wonderfuldependable and polite. I never heard one complaint about him. He always knew his duties. We never had a basket of clothes left due to a body being at the bottom of the river. That was because we had a good lifeguard. He was dependable and firm. He would give out ordersstay inside the lifelineand he meant it. When the beach was not busy, he taught kids to swim. And if he was in a jovial mood, hed start walking like a chimp and give us a little entertainment.9



Prior to Reagan, there had been many baskets of clothes left behind, as several people had drowned in the river in the immediate summers before Reagans arrival.10 But once Dutch joined the ranks of the lifeguards, all that changed. This sense of purpose played a formative role in Reagans life. Of all his jobs prior to adulthood, Reagan most enjoyed my beloved lifeguarding, as he later referred to itmaybethe best job I ever had.11 It was a job he did not consider work, despite toiling riverside seven days a week, ten to twelve hours per day, typically 10 AM to 9 PM, for a mere $1516 a week plus so-called meals, which usually meant something from the snack stand.12 It was a grueling schedule, but despite its difficulties Reagan kept it up, continuing it for seven summers until he finished his education at Eureka College in 1932.

Local resident Burrel J. Reynolds remembered being watched by Dutch. I was seven or eight and couldnt swim, said Reynolds sixty years later, but Id go in deeper water. Hed blow a whistleblow you in. He was always after me.13 Not all were so appreciative. Most, in fact, never thanked Reagan. Some were too embarrassed, especially the guys, who usually only thanked him grudgingly at the urging of girlfriends. He came to learn that many people seemed to hate being saved. [A]lmost every one of them, he claimed, later sought me out and angrily denounced me for dragging them to shore. I would have been fine if youd let me alone.14

But it was not his job to let them alone. For seven summers, Ronald was the rock at the Rock River, always watching, always there. During his seven-year tenure, Reagan saved the lives of seventy-seven people as a lifeguard, a number he held dear. One of the proudest statistics of my life is 77, he said many decades later.15

Actually, Reagan may have short-changed himself. He netted a seventy-eighth save at the river a year after he left the job. He had returned to Lowell to visit the new lifeguarda buddy. His friend asked him to watch the water for a minute while he used the bathroom. Would you believe I had to go in and make a rescue while he was gone? Reagan later told an inquirer.16 And there were still others yet to come in the years ahead, as Reagan would make rescues at pools in Des Moines, Iowa and even in Sacramento, California, the latter as a 56-year-old governor.17

Saving a drowning victim is not an easy task under any circumstance, but it was especially difficult in the treacherous Rock River with its swirling currents and murky, dark water. Downstream from the river was a dam. When the sluices were opened, the normally slow current quickly picked up its tempo. Reagan remembered the deeper thrust this created in the water. The area surprised swimmers by sloping off just a few feet from the edge. Dutch learned that the shortest route from shore to shore was never a straight line but a swooping upstream arc.18 This swift-moving body of water is so thick, with currents so strong and dangerous, that swimming there today is banned and has been for years.

FORGING A TEFLON CONFIDENCE

The object here is not to transform Ronald Wilson Reagan into a political superhero, nor to focus on the positive to the complete exclusion of any negatives. The point is that these very real rescues, these feats of physical daring (of which this is a short list), impacted him greatly, forming an indelible mark on his psyche.19 And they shaped him not just as a person but, one day, as a president of remarkable ambition.


Generally, these experiences taught Reagan quite a bit about life. A later close friend and National Security Advisor, Bill Clark, often listened to Reagan reminisce about those summer days and eventually came to believe that the lifeguarding instilled in the young man a basic respect for the dignity and sanctity of human life. This quality later manifested itself in President Reagans opposition to abortion, abhorrence of the prospect of nuclear war, and empathy for the suffering citizens of the so-called Captive Nations behind the Iron Curtain.20

More fundamentally, the rescues did wonders for Reagans self-esteem. Not many youngsters have saved a life, certainly not seventy-seven souls in such a risky fashion.21 What better reinforcement to a mans self-worth than such incidents? How many people have directly saved another human being? How many individuals have done so well over seventy times, salvaging lives out of the grim pull of dark water? All of this happened in real life for Ronald Reagan, not in movies. Here were the seeds of his can-do attitude.

Of course, there were other influences. Downstream from the Rock River sat the First Christian Church on 123 South Hennepin Avenue, only nine blocks from Ronald Reagans boyhood home. The faith that he acquired there, under the nurturing of Rev. Ben Cleaver and his mother Nelleit was Nelle who was the most formative figure in his lifebecame a fundamental source of Reagans confidence.22 He was sure that God had a plan for his life and guided him daily along a preordained path that was just and right, and which made him confidently optimistic. Nelle taught him that all things were part of Gods Plan, even the most disheartening setbacks, and in the end, everything worked out for the best.23 He never abandoned that belief.

It seems fitting that the church which influenced Reagan was perched alongside the Rock River, as the river would help shape him through its religious and personal significance. Indeed, he had two baptisms which took place on the banks of the river, one spiritual and one sacrificial. The water of the Rock River forever changed Reagan, and he followed its currents not only down stream to the First Christian Church but eventually to the oceans of the world.

These cold waters of Illinois forged a confidence in Reagan that ran far deeper than the Rock River. It was this confidence that transcended his actions, weaving its way into every aspect of his life. Its pervasive nature exists throughout his biographyfrom the Gipper all the way to the Oval Office. This confidence became the bedrock of Reagans personality, an unappreciated intangible that helped him achieve his goals. His was not a mere confidence but an unshakable one.


Indeed, pundits in the 1980s called Reagan the Teflon President because, like a Teflon frying pan, nothing unseemly appeared to stick to him. He just shook or washed it off. He was seemingly invincible. Im amazed at this Teflon Presidency, CBS Evening News anchor Walter Cronkite awed. Reagan is even more popular than [Franklin] Roosevelt, and I never thought Id see anyone that well-liked. Nobody hates Reagan. Its amazing.24 Even the presidents fiercest critics usually liked him as a person. And even the Soviets remarked upon his Teflon qualities, as they put it, and protective Teflon coating.25 That Teflon quality can be ascribed to Reagans confidence.

It took someone of this immense confidence to predict and believe that he could win the Cold War. This required not only uncommon fortitude in his own vision but also in the boldness to pursue the provocative policies that he felt were necessary to achieve that vision. As will be seen throughout the pages ahead, the steps Reagan authorized were extremely daring; and yet, he was unwavering in his belief that he could lead America to victory in the Cold War. In the face of boisterous criticism, he never shied away from his inner voice. It was the voice that led him to James Raiders rescue in the murky depths of the Rock River. It was the voice that led him to seek another saveto pursue Cold War victory when few put stock in the possibility, and amid naysayers all around him.26







    

2.

Reagans Long March: The 1940s




IN 1946, RONALD REAGAN WAS ON LOCATION FILMING A MOVIE in a remote area in rural California. Now a seasoned actor and active member of the Screen Actors Guild (SAG), Reagan was almost ten years into his film career. He was told by a crew member that he had a telephone call waiting at a nearby gas station. Reagan hopped in a car and made his way to the station. At the time, he was preparing a report for SAG concluding (correctly) that the 1946 strike was jurisdictional rather than over wages and hoursa position unpopular with Communists who wanted to portray the strike as the fault of greedy studio heads.1 Spearheading the strike was the Red-dominated Conference of Studio Unions (CSU), led by a Communist thug named Herb Sorrell, who Reagan charitably described as a large and muscular man with a most aggressive attitude.2

Reagan arrived at the gas station and answered the phone. I was told, he said later, that if I made the report a squad was ready to take care of me and fix my face so that I would never be in pictures again. Specifically, the caller threatened to splash acid upon Reagans unsuspecting million-dollar facethe source of his livelihood.3

Such fears were nothing new for Reagan: in another instance during this period, the bus he was scheduled to ride through studio picket lines was bombed and burned just before he boarded. As a result of such episodes, police began guarding Reagans home and children, and he began packing a Smith & Wesson revolver, which he took to bed each night.4 For the first of innumerable times throughout his very public life, from Hollywood to Sacramento to Washington, Reagan started receiving death threats.5 Reagan would always remain a nice guy, but now he was chasteneda warrior, a Cold Warrior. From then on, he was in the ring.

THE SCREEN ACTORS GUILD

When Ronald Reagan arrived in Hollywood in 1937, Communism was not the first thing on his mind. After his success at the lifeguard stand, he embarked on an equally successful career in radio, becoming a broadcaster of Chicago Cubs games from the 50,000-watt WHO, the NBC affiliate in Des Moines, Iowa. Here he was no longer calling out to absent-minded swimmers; instead, his voice could be heard in kitchen after kitchen, barn after barn, and car after car throughout middle America during the Great Depression. As the Depression came to a close, Dutch began looking for a new challenge, seeking to change mediums and parlay his radio experience into something much grandera career in the movies. While many people labored for years to make this transition, Reagans intrinsic confidence apparently told him that such a career shift would be neither impossible nor long in the making.

Indeed his instincts proved correct and between 1937 and 1964 he would take part in fifty-three films and work with some of the most legendary names in Hollywoodnames like Barbara Stanwyck, Humphrey Bogart, Bette Davis, John Wayne, Lionel Barrymore, Ginger Rogers, Doris Day, and Eddie Arnold, among many others. In Knute Rockne, All-American (1940), he beat out Wayne and William Holden for the part of Gipp.6 That same year, he made Santa Fe Trail with Errol Flynn, a picture now considered a classic, with a lineup that included Olivia de Havilland, a huge star coming off the previous years epic, Gone With the Wind, for which she was nominated for an Academy Award. Contrary to the modern image of him as a B movie actor, at one point Reagan was one of the top five box office draws in all of Hollywood, receiving more fan mail than any actor at Warner Brothers except Flynn.7 He became so successful that in October 1944 he made the cover of Modern Screen magazine.8

I only recall respect for him as an actor, remembered actress Judith Anderson, in a typical assessment.9 Film historian Robert Osborne, the face of Turner Classic Movies, says Reagan was exceptionally likeable, had all the ingredients required of a leading man in the 1930s and 1940s, and had won worldwide recognition.10 This had the important, wider effect of expanding Reagans self-confidence.

Although his star was eventually outshone by many of his industry counterparts, Reagan became revered throughout Hollywood more for his role in SAG than for any part that he played on camera. Revered is not a stretch: In one SAG event honoring him, a black-tie gathering at the Friars Club, a procession of dignitaries one by one praised Reagan for the stature and dignity he lent to the industry. Cecil B. DeMille reminded the group of the bad pre-Reagan days of Hollywood. Pat OBrien saluted him as no less than another George Gipp himself. Really piling it on, the great Al Jolson sang Sonny Boy and wished and gushed that his own sonny boy, Al Jolson, Jr., could one day ascend to be the kind of man Ronnie is.11

In the end, much of what Reagan eventually accomplished in Hollywood came from his organizing SAG, a natural extension of his deep interest in politics. Spurred in part by his role in short propaganda films that he made for the U.S. War Department during World War II, this interest grew into a passion during the years immediately following the war. By 1946 and 1947, Reagan began a career juggling act, bouncing back and forth between making pictures, political activism, and union work. His effectiveness as SAG president can be measured objectively: he was reelected to the post seven times beginning in March 1947, by huge margins. He was never rejected, and eventually granted a gold life membership card.12

While Reagan had many responsibilities as SAG president, movies and studio contracts were only half of the Hollywood coin for Reagan, as it was during this time that he was hammered into an iron-clad anti-Communist. Despite the guise of entertainment and glamour, these crucial years had an immeasurable impact on his view of international Communism and Americas responsibility to confront it. His presidency with SAG planted seeds that would come to fruition four decades later. I know it sounds kind of foolish maybe to link Hollywood, an experience there, to the world situation, he said from the White House in 1981, and yet, the tactics seemed to be pretty much the same.13 When aide Lyn Nofziger cautioned him about the Soviets at Reykjavik, he responded: Dont worry. I still have the scars on my back from fighting the Communists in Hollywood.14 He judged his Hollywood experience hand-to-hand combat.15

One of his first scrapes came July 2, 1946, at his first council meeting of the Hollywood organization HICCASP, a group which had moved so far to the left, and included so many Communists, that it was frequently accused of being a Communist front. Though Reagans involvement with HICCASP started as early as 1944, he later admitted that he was very nave regarding its true colors when he first began his association. Those true colors were made remarkably clear during that July day in 1946. It was then that group member James Roosevelt, FDRs son and, like Reagan, a non-Communist liberal, suggested a group statement repudiating Communism. By Reagans description, a Kilkenny brawl erupted. Musician Artie Shaw sprang to his feet, offering to recite the Soviet constitution by memory, which he claimed was a lot more democratic than the U.S. Constitution. A writer yelled that if there were ever a war between the United States and USSR, he would volunteer for the Soviets. When Reagan endorsed Roosevelts proposal, he was showered with epithets, called a fascist, capitalist scum, witch-hunter, red-baiter, an enemy of the proletariat.16

This fracas was not unusual for Reagan, who found himself in a number of similar situations in 1946. Actor Sterling Hayden vividly remembered one such occasion, when he went head-to-head with Reagan. Hayden, who played the Air Force general who launched nuclear war in Dr. Strangelove, had been a marine in World War II, for which he was decorated for his actions parachuting behind enemy lines in Yugoslavia.

He was also a Communist.

One evening in 1946, Reagan, along with fellow actor and anti-Communist William Holden, decided to crash a meeting convened by Hollywood Communists who were making a final push to organize the film industry. The Reds were counting on new recruit Hayden to lead the discussion, and this was to be a big moment for the organization.

The crowd of about seventy-five was astonished and miffed when Reagan and Holden walked through the door. Reagan sat with the rest of the gathered, listened politely, and then waited for the right moment to ask for the floor. He managed to keep his temper during a forty-minute presentation in which he was repeatedly interrupted, booed, and cursed. He would not be bullied, and held forth.

As Hayden himself later put it, Reagan coolly showed up and took over and ground [Hayden] into a pulp;he dominated the whole thing. As historians Ronald and Allis Radosh show, this seemingly somewhat minor incident was a seminal moment in helping to end the golden era of Hollywood Communists, who were unable to hijack the unions and were ultimately exposed as stooges to Moscow.17


THE DPs

While much of Reagans early fights against Communism happened behind closed doors and between the lines of SAG papers, his first public confrontation with the USSR has been overlooked by historians. A bridge from his frequent attacks on Nazism during the war period to his subsequent assault on the next totalitarian threat, Bolshevism, this particular fight stemmed from Reagans speeches as SAG president on behalf of the so-called DPs, the Displaced Persons. A daily headline in 1947, the DPs initially were survivors of World War II fascism, mainly from Germany, Italy, and Austria, and were primarily Jews. Once the war ended, the list of DP-designated peoples widened to include 1.3 to 1.5 million individuals escaping Soviet-occupied areas in Eastern Europe, though they still included numerous Jews who longed for the creation of a homeland in Palestine (later called Israel). The Eastern Europeans, reported the New York Times, would dare not go backbecause they will not submit to the arbitrary governments which have been imposed on their homelands [by the USSR].18

The DPs were held in camps, at a large cost to the United States.19 Soviet officials, doing what they did best, outrageously claimed that the United States was holding the DPs as a source of semi-slave labora charge dismissed by Eleanor Roosevelt, who was intimately involved in the issue, as utterly untrue.20 Moscow demanded that the DPs be forcibly repatriated to areas of Eastern Europe now subject to Soviet control. Secretary of State George C. Marshall adamantly rejected the demand.21

A bill was introduced in Congress by Rep. William G. Stratton (R-IL) to permit entry of 400,000 DPs into the United States.22 Though a drop in the bucket, the Stratton bill was a lifeboat to hundreds of thousands. And yet, it faced stiff oppositionan opposition Reagan resolved to resist.23 Reagan agreed with U.N. official Herbert H. Lehman: Apparently there are some people who would rather bury the Stratton bill in red tape and thus bury the DPs in a mass grave. They would be burying Protestants, Catholics, and Jews alike.24 He also agreed with Earl Harrison, Commissioner of Immigration and Naturalization, who said that the DPs were fleeing totalitarianism and would become good Americans, eager to support our government and institutions.25

On May 7, 1947, Reagan, through the New York-based Citizens Committee on Displaced Persons, released a statement urging passage of the Stratton bill.26 It was his first public campaign against Moscow, and for the first of many times to come, Reagan riled the Kremlin.

REAGAN AT HUAC

A few months later, on October 25, 1947, Reagan made a highly visible overture to the anti-Communist cause in testimony before the Congressional House Un-American Activities Committee (HUAC). He and a number of actors and producers were called as friendly witnesses to testify about Communist infiltration in the motion-picture industry.

While this period is today portrayed as a frightening example of Redunder-every-bed paranoia by grandstanding McCarthyites in the U.S. Congress, that caricature ignores the very real penetration that had taken place by Hollywood Communists. Only a year before the HUAC hearings, Communist screenwriter Dalton Trumbo had written that every screenwriter worth his salt wages the battle in his own waya kind of literary guerrilla warfare. The Hollywood enforcer for that warfare was an unpleasant individual named John Howard Lawson, a screenwriter known as Hollywoods commissar. Lawson gave total subservience to the Marxist motherland. Befitting Moscows representative in Tinsel Town, the Leninist Lawson also despised religion, desiring an orchestrated campaign against religion, where the minister will be shown as the tool of his richest parishioner. In his aptly titled book Film in the Battle of Ideas (published by the Communist house Masses & Mainstream), Lawson provided this advice to his comrades: As a writer do not try to write an entire Communist picture, [but] try to get five minutes of Communist doctrine, five minutes of the party line in every script that you write. Comrade Lawson also issued marching orders to fellow travelers among the acting class: It is your duty to further the class struggle by your performance.27

Reagan was not exactly sympathetic to Lawsons edict, and neither was HUAC, which, despite its ruthless reputation, was slow to the dance. It was not until late 1947 that Congress began to take seriously the repercussions of the surreptitious advice of the likes of Lawson. Hollywood Communists wanted to use the film industry to spread their ideas. Congress decided it should have a dog in that fightand a dogfight it became.28

By October 1947, Reagans film career was ten years old. He had made dozens of movies and had been elected president of SAG at a very young age. His youth was not lost on Newsweek, which, in a story on the hearings, said the pink-cheeked and sandy-haired Reagan looked so boyish that when he stood to speak the room was filled with ohs and ahs, mainly from the contingent of star-struck girls who came to ogle him, Robert Taylor, Gary Cooper, Robert Montgomery, and some of the other leading men.29

By all accounts, from the left and the right, Reagans testimony was much more mature than his looks. Indeed, it is ironic that a man known for raining hellfire upon evil Communists gave a decidedly sober, cautious statement, particularly in contrast to the scathing denunciation provided by fellow actor Adolphe Menjou.

Reagan was first questioned by Robert E. Stripling, HUACs chief investigator, and then by chairman J. Parnell Thomas. Other committee members declined to pose questions, including Cold Warrior Richard M. Nixon. (Only a crazy person watching that hearing on that October 25, 1947 would have predicted that the two people sitting in the room who would later become president were Nixon and Reagan.) In his best moment, when his questioners allowed him a substantive, lengthy response, Reagan struck a reasonable balance between desiring to battle Communists and respecting a free, democratic society. Speaking of Hollywood Communists, he lectured:


[W]e have exposed their lies when we came across them, we have opposed their propaganda, and I can certainly testify that in the case of the Screen Actors Guild we have been eminently successful in preventing them from, with their usual tactics, trying to run a majority of an organization with a well organized minority.

So that fundamentally I would say in opposing those people that the best thing to do is to make democracy work. In the Screen Actors Guild we make it work by insuring everyone a vote and by keeping everyone informed. I believe that, as Thomas Jefferson put it, if all the American people know all of the facts they will never make a mistake.

Whether the [Communist] party should be outlawed, I agree with the gentlemen that preceded me that that is a matter for the Government to decide. As a citizen I would hesitate, or not like, to see any political party outlawed on the basis of its political ideology. We have spent 170 years in this country on the basis that democracy is strong enough to stand up and fight against the inroads of any ideology. However, if it is proven that an organization is an agent of a power, a foreign power, or in any way not a legitimate political party, and I think the Government is capable of proving that, if the proof is there, then that is another matter.

I do not know whether I have answered your question or not. I, like Mr. [Robert] Montgomery, would like at this moment to say I happen to be very proud of the industry in which I work; I happen to very proud of the way in which we conducted the fight. I do not believe the Communists have ever at any time been able to use the motion picture screen as a sounding board for their philosophy or ideology. I think that will continue as long as the people in Hollywood continue as they are, which is alert, conscious of it, and fighting.

I abhor their [Communist] philosophy, but I detest more than that their tactics, which are those of the fifth column, and are dishonest, but at the same time I never as a citizen want to see our country become urged, by either fear or resentment of this group, that we ever compromise with any of our democratic principles through that fear or resentment. I still think that democracy can do it.30



It was a nuanced assessment, and one which featured the words fight or fighting three times. He condemned Communism, while still championing the virtues of an American society that respects civil liberties. Executing a balance between levelheadedness and a willingness to mix it up, he satisfied voices on both the right and left, making it difficult for anyone to disagree with his words. In fact, chairman Thomas immediately followed Reagans closing line by conceding: We agree with that. Thank you very much. At the other end of the spectrum, among liberals, James Loeb, the executive secretary of Americans for Democratic Action (ADA), dubbed Reagans testimony by all odds, the most honest and forthright from a decent liberal point of view, adding that his closing statement was really magnificent. Loeb called him the hero of the Washington hearings, and held high hopes that Reagans golden testimony would win over the liberals of the stage and screen to the ADA position, which opposed both party-liners and witch hunts.31

To the left of the ADA, Reagans testimony was so solid that he even managed to please the Daily Worker. The New York-based Communist Party organ called the HUAC session a kangaroo court but was impressed that Reagan proved a reluctant witness, refusing to parrot back toThomas his suggestion that outlawing the Communist Party was desirable. The Daily Worker underscored Reagans quote from Jefferson and remarks on making democracy work, while castigating Thomas.32 It was perhaps the first mention of Reagan in the Communist press and it was positive, but it was a far cry from what was to come.

Reagan himself was satisfied with his HUAC appearance. He had confirmed to the congressmen that there were a number of Communists present in Hollywood, but he had stood by his principles and avoided outing any of them. Reagan did, however, oppose the presence of party members in SAG leadership positions, and his testimony only reaffirmed his thinking. After the long train ride home from Washington to Los Angeles (Reagan refused to fly in those days), he redoubled his efforts, considering a variety of new tactics for combating Communism in the years to come.

On November 10, 1947, the SAG board voted that no officer or board member could serve without first signing an affidavit swearing that he is not a member of the Communist Party nor affiliated with such a party. Board meetings revolved around the Communist issue.33 At Reagans insistence the SAG board was cleaning house, and there would be no welcome mat for Red infiltration.

INTO THE FIFTIES

While his work in the forties built the backbone of his opposition to Hollywood Communism, in 1950 Reagan launched his first anti-Communist crusadeliterally. That year saw the formation of the Crusade for Freedom, headed by the colorful, brash General Lucius Clay, who two years earlier had advised President Truman that U.S. tanks crash Joseph Stalins blockade at Berlin. Long before Reagan resurrected the notion as president over thirty years later, the Crusade for Freedom called for rollbackfor reversal of the Soviet empire. The eventual 1980s Crusader fully embraced the 1950 Crusade from the moment of its inception. He appeared at Crusade for Freedom rallies and raised money for the organization in its bid to free the captive peoples. More than any other performer, writes author Peter Schweizer, Reagan embraced the cause and spread the word.34

In an attempt to bolster additional Hollywood support for the movement, Reagan passed a resolution in SAG to encourage other actors to get involved in the Crusade. For Reagan, the policy of liberating Eastern Europe from Soviet control was not simply just another political issue; it was an imperative. He used much of his industry clout to encourage support for the cause, taping a short film for civic groups, churches, and schools to bolster support at the grassroots level and beyond.


Shortly thereafter, Reagan enlisted in another crusade, when he began giving speeches in rallies before Dr. Fred Schwarzs Christian Anti-Communist Crusade.35 This crusading group, as its name suggested, devoted special attention to the institutionalized atheism and endemic religious hatred that inspired the USSR and Communist movement.

Generally speaking, Reagan was becoming a seasoned veteran of anti-Communist campaigns. He continued crusading in Hollywood, always looking to protect the industry from subversion. By the early 1950s, wrote author John Meroney, referring to Reagans efforts at SAG in particular, the back of the Communist Party in Hollywood was essentially broken.36 No less than Jack Warner said Reagan turned out to be a tower of strength, not only for the actors but the whole industry.37 More than one Hollywood associate described him as a fearless foe.38

An eye-opening testimony to this effectiveness was the April 10, 1951 HUAC statement by Sterling Hayden. Hayden admitted he had been a Communist but left the party after the direction he saw Communism take under Stalin. He said that joining the party was the stupidest, most ignorant thing I have ever done and explained how Hollywood Communists tried to organize all of the entertainment industrys labor unions under one giant union controlled by the party. When asked by HUAC what stopped them, Hayden said assuredly: They ran into a one-man battalion named Ronald Reagan.39

A large part of Reagans success in his fight stemmed from the fact that he studied the tactics of the enemy. One such tactic was the diamond formation seating strategy employed by just four conspiratorial Communists to manipulate a crowd during a speech. One of the four would sit in the back of the room in the middle of the row, while another Communist would be to his left near the wall in the middle of the room. Yet another would be just opposite to his right, and the fourth would be up front in the middle of the first couple of rows. Each of the four heckled and asked abrasive questions from their strategic vantage point, and this simple method quickly became a highly valuable tool for rattling the speaker and suggesting a strong presence of dissenters.40 This was down and dirty hardball politics. Perhaps, then, it was no coincidence that at this time Reagan often invoked words like victory and fight in his rhetoric.

As a further indication of how the confrontation pervaded his thoughts, Reagan infused anti-Communist statements into SAG pronouncements that had nothing to do with Marxism. An example was a declaration at his final meeting as president of the guild on November 9, 1952. Under Reagans tutelage, SAG called upon motion picture producers and the entertainment industry in general to provide greater employment for African-American actors; the statement was critical of recent well-intentioned but ill-directed efforts to avoid casting black artists in stereotypical black roles, which, said SAG, had caused inadvertent harm by creating a sudden dearth in available roles for black actors. And yet, Reagans SAG could not help but link its declaration to the battle against Moscow. In a critical world period, when the democratic credo is under fire from our Communist foes, declared SAG, it becomes increasingly important that the expanding role of our Negro citizens in the community of this nation be adequately portrayed in the entertainment art.41



WITH PROCLAMATIONS SUCH AS THIS, REAGAN HAD TAKEN HIS fight to the front lines of his SAG presidency. Announcing his agenda to both the entertainment industry and the nation, Reagans name as an actor was becoming synonymous with his efforts to curb the spread of Communism at home and abroad. By the time his tenure at SAG ended in 1952, Reagan had overseen the union through some of its most dangerous moments, ensuring that the integrity of the institution remained sound and that the Communists failed to gain a foothold in Americas most influential medium.

Having accomplished certain goals in Hollywood, it was now time for him to shift his focus to a burgeoning new industry, a young but promising field that gave him the opportunity to speak to groups that were previously out of reach. With his film career floundering, his attention would turn to a medium that gave him access to the hearts and minds of millions of Americans around the country, a medium that placed him straight into their living rooms.







    

3.

The TV Crusade: 1950 to mid-1960s




BY THE EARLY 1950S, RONALD REAGANS POLITICAL INTERESTS were flourishing, but these interests were beginning to take their toll on his wife Jane Wyman. In her divorce papers, she cited his obsession with politics as a primary factor in their separation. It was a divorce that Reagan had not wanted and one that disturbed him greatly. To Reagan, marriage was an institution that should last forever and his inability to find permanence in his bond with Wyman became a source of major failure for him.

Further complicating matters was the fact that while politics were his passion, at this stage they did not pay him anything. Despite his considerable earnings of the last few years, he still needed to earn a salary, and after his time at SAG came to an end, acting opportunities became more difficult to come by. The loss of his movie success threw him for a loop, and by all indications, this was the most difficult period of the Crusaders life, a time when, for the first time, personal and professional failure seemed like a possibility.

While he was crushed by the breakup with Wyman, it was during this time that he met the woman that would forever change his life: Nancy Davis.

In 1952, the life of the forty-one-year old turned around when he married Nancy, who, more than anyone, supported him totally, including his political ambitions. She was head over heels for her husband. Ronnie is my hero, she glowed. My life began when I got married. My life began with Ronnie.1 She watched his back for him, distrusting seemingly nearly everyone he trusted, and, from his front, encouraged him. She was willing to follow him wherever it took to ensure that his career was once again fruitful.

Though his marital life was on the right track, he was still faced with the difficult reality of his career. In February 1954, unready to say goodbye to show business for good, Reagan turned to a stint in a Las Vegas vaudeville act, at the aptly named Last Frontier hotel, to provide him with the income he needed to keep his career afloat.2 Despite this apparent setback, Reagan remained resolute, telling his new bride that God had something greater in store. For Reagan, who had always felt that Providence had a plan for him, this was merely a brief stop on an otherwise upward trajectory.

Once again Reagans optimism was vindicated; he was not in Las Vegas for long. Soon after his move, CBS began considering Reagan as a host for its programming. While they originally wanted him to host the popular Omnibus, which up until that point had been hosted by the future Masterpiece Theatre host, Alistair Cooke, CBS executives found use for Reagan as host of the new show GE Theatre. Reagan struck CBS as quintessentially American and ideally suited for this emcee type role. It was a role that Reagan would come to know well over the next several years and it was a position that he would inhabit from September 1954 to August 1962.

Reagan was already well known from his movie days. This new position provided him with unprecedented exposure, making him (according to surveys) one of the most recognized names in all of Americaup there with President Eisenhower. By the mid-1950s, two-thirds of American homes already owned at least one TV set, and millions of families sat perched in front of the tube for hours on end, terrifying the movie industrywhich was losing clients at the theater. That was fine with Reagan, who was positioned perfectly for the shift; he rode the wave. Moreover, there were very few channels on the dial in 1954. The typical American could not turn on the TV on a given evening without seeing Ronald Reagans face in the living room.

Adding to Reagans notoriety, GE Theatre was a smash. The show took off, eclipsing I Love Lucy only weeks into its debut, and attracting the very best actors: Ethel Barrymore, Joseph Cotten, Bette Davis, Jimmy Stewart, James Dean, Natalie Wood, Alan Ladd, Jack Benny, Lee Marvin, Charles Bronson, Angie Dickinson, Vincent Price, Walter Matthau, Charlton Heston, Donna Reed, Greer Garson, David Janssen, to name a few.3 These were megastars at the height of their careers. Reagan often acted alongside them, since he not only hosted GE Theatre but starred in more of its 200 episodes than any actor. The show also attracted top musical talent, like Judy Garland, Ethel Merman, Harry Belafonte, and Fred Waring and his Pennsylvanians.4

According to Reagan, who was also supervisor of GE Theatre and involved in episode creation and development, it was the top show in the 9:00 PM slot for eight years.5 If it was not consistently number one each week, it was always near the top, and all of this exposure combined to make Reagan so popular that his face graced the cover of TV Guide twicethe November 22, 1958 and May 27, 1961 issues.

GES ANTI-COMMUNIST SPOKESMAN

Of course, Reagan was not about to let this TV experience interfere with politics. Like his movie career, he insisted that there be time for both the camera and anti-Communism, and throughout the latter 1950s and early 1960s, Reagan traveled the country as a spokesman for General Electricpart of his duties as GE Theatre host. During these travels, he toured GE plants around the country, where he visited with executives and employees and gave lunchtime and dinner speeches. While these speeches usually contained innocent, humorous anecdotes about Hollywood, they often became quite ideological, as Reagan laid out a litany of attacks against big government at home and abroadespecially in Moscow.

Despite this exciting new forum for his political ideas, not all of his political remarks at this time were made on GE tours. For instance, in a June 1957 speech at Eureka College, his first of many at his alma mater, Reagans battlefield rhetoric was on display, as was his sureness of an American responsibility to fight the bad guys in the red hats. Citing a possibly apocryphal story about the signing of the Declaration of Independence in Philadelphia, he quoted an unidentified man in the state house on that day. Were my soul trembling on the verge of eternity, my hand freezing in death, said the stranger allegedly, I would still implore you to remember this truth: God has given America to be free. Here, said Reagan, was the first challenge to the people of this new land, the charging of this nation with a responsibility to all mankind. And down through the years with but few lapses the people of America have fulfilled their destiny.6 Here again was a common Reagan refrain that God not only chose America to be free, but gave the nation that freedom with a larger responsibility to all mankind.

In that speech, he expressed aggressive words, telling his audience: You are fighting for your lives. And youre fighting against the best organized and the most capable enemy of freedom and of right and decency that has ever been abroad in the world. He pointed to the 1930s, when he claimed that Communism came to Hollywood via a man he cryptically identified only as a technician who came to town on direct orders from the Kremlin. When he quietly left our town a few years later the cells had been formed and planted in virtually all of our organizations, our guilds and unions. The framework for the Communist front organization had been established.7

Although most of these anti-Communist statements were made as Reagan toured the country for GE, he used GE Theatre on several occasions to air his views. An example of this occurred during a February 3, 1957 broadcast, in which he played a boxing trainer. At the close of the broadcast, Reagan stepped back into his host duty to give his customary goodbye and plug for GE products. This time, however, he put in a word for Hungarian refugees, fresh off the disaster of OctoberNovember when Soviet tanks, under orders from Moscow, rolled in and killed tens of thousands of Hungarians, causing a large number to flee the country. Ladies and gentlemen, about 160,000 Hungarian refugees have reached safety in Austria, reported Reagan to his huge audience. More are expected to come. These people need food, clothes, medicine, and shelter. You can help. He told his fellow Americans to send donations to the Red Cross or to the church or synagogue of their choice.8 Those Hungarians were Reagans heroes: the Captive Peoples of the Communist bloc suffering the sword of Soviet repression, and this was perhaps the Great Communicators first use of the TV bully pulpit on behalf of Eastern Europeans.

There were other GE Theatre occasions where Reagan assumed political roles, most notably in a December 13, 1959 episode called The House of Truth, in which Reagan played a U.S. intelligence officer in an Asian village in which Communists burned down an American library. The officer not only helped reopen the library but countered the Communists. In yet another 
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