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      Once served at the coronations of French kings, wine from Champagne is now popular around the world and sales (mostly) increase year on year (there was a covid dip but recovery was swift) as people discover this delicious, delightful, “de-lovely” drink. Although true Champagne can only be sourced from a small area of northern France, there are hundreds of producers, ranging from the globally famous houses such as Dom Pérignon, Moët & Chandon and Taittinger to the thousands of family businesses and cooperatives who produce on a smaller (but no less delicious) scale.
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      Champagne is a drink with its own particular method that is carefully regulated. It has its own vocabulary, etiquette and above all, its own place in popular and culinary culture. Here, we look at the history of the drink from its early years to the present day and see what makes Champagne so very special. We delve into the intricacies of chilling (very cold), opening (carefully), pouring (a little, let the bubbles settle, then fill) and drinking (slowly). This book is fizzing with facts, quotes and information all about your favourite drink. So pop that cork, fill your glass and sip your way through…

    

  


  
    
      7

    

  


  
    [image: ]
  


  
    [image: ]
  


  
    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    

  


  
    
      CHAPTER


      ONE

    

  


  
    [image: ]
  


  
    
      Champagne History


      The Romans were reputedly the first to plant grapes in the Champagne region of France and the poet Lucan wrote of wine with “bullalae” (bubbles) as early as the first century BCE…
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      Champagne comes only 


      from France…
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       champagne history 

    

  


  
    
      There are four main growing areas of Champagne:


      The Montagne de Reims,


      The Vallée de la Marne


      The Côte des Blancs


      The Côte des Bar
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       territory 
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       champagne history 

    

  


  
    
      … and seven counties: 


      Ardennes


      Aube


      Aisne


      Haute-Marne


      Marne


      Seine-et-Marne


      Yonne


      319 villages
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       champagne history 

    

  


  
    
      A Royal Drink


      • On Christmas Day in 496CE Clovis was crowned king of France in Reims.


      • From 898 all French kings were crowned in Reims, capital of the Champagne region.


      • Joan I, Countess of Champagne married Philip IV, King of France in 1284. 
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       a royal drink 

    

  


  
    
      It was not until the development of glass bottles strong enough to contain the pressure of the drink that sparkling Champagne became viable and desirable.
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       champagne history 

    

  


  
    
      In 1662 an Englishman, Christophe Merrett, was the first to document “how to put the fizz into sparkling wine”, in a paper to the Royal Society in London.
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       dom perignon 

    

  


  
    
      The monk Dom Pérignon – instrumental in the creation of Champagne – had so much trouble with exploding bottles that he named the drink “le vin du diable” (devil’s wine).
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