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Be not moved from the Presence
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More than ever in these dark times, we need to walk in the manifested presence of the Lord. In the presence of God, we overcome all darkness. In the presence of the Lord, our enemies scatter. In the presence of the Lord, sickness yields to God’s glory. In God’s presence, there is hope, joy, victory, deliverance and strength!

In Psalm 51:11, we read, “Do not cast me from your presence or take your Holy Spirit from me.” David knew the power of the presence of the Lord. It is the power of victory! It is the power to pierce the darkness! Indeed, the Lord said the gates of hell shall not prevail against the church. Indeed, those believers who are in Christ and walking in His presence shall be victorious over every wicked and satanic scheme and demonic onslaught!

In 1 Samuel 16:14-23, we read of how the LORD's spirit left Saul, and an evil spirit sent by the Lord tormented him. How terrible it is when the presence of the Lord leaves us! We are then left vulnerable and subjected to the madness, strife and toil of a world darkened by satanic seductions! In 1 Samuel 16:23, we read that when the evil spirit from God was upon Saul, David took the harp and played with his hand. Saul was left refreshed and was well once the evil spirit departed from him. The power was not in the harp. The power was God Himself, residing in David! That same manifested presence of the Lord was with David when he slew Goliath. Indeed, no demon or devil or enemy can stand in the presence of God!

We read of God’s power in 2 Samuel 22:5. When the waves of death surrounded me, the floods of ungodliness made me afraid. 6 The sorrows of Sheol surrounded me; the snares of death confronted me. 7 In my distress I called upon the Lord, and cried out to my God; He heard my voice from His temple, and my cry entered His ears. 8 “Then the earth shook and trembled; the foundations of heaven quaked and were shaken, because He was angry. 9 Smoke went up from His nostrils, and devouring fire from His mouth; coals were kindled by it. 10 He bowed the heavens also, and came down with darkness under His feet. 11 He rode upon a cherub, and flew; And He was seen upon the wings of the wind. 12 He made darkness canopies around Him, dark waters and thick clouds of the skies. 13 From the brightness before Him coals of fire were kindled. 14 “The Lord thundered from heaven, and the Most High uttered His voice. 15 He sent out arrows and scattered them; lightning bolts, and He vanquished them. 16 Then the channels of the sea were seen, the foundations of the world were uncovered, at the rebuke of the Lord, at the blast of the breath of His nostrils.”

We serve a mighty God, but we need to walk in His presence! How we need His presence in these perilous days of so much wickedness! Micah 1 says, “3 For behold, the Lord is coming out of His place; He will come down and tread on the high places of the earth. 4 The mountains will melt under Him, and the valleys will split like wax before the fire, like waters poured down a steep place.” It says in “Psalm 68:2 As smoke is driven away, so drive them away; As wax melts before the fire, so let the wicked perish at the presence of God,” and “Psalm 97:5 The mountains melt like wax at the presence of the Lord, at the presence of the Lord of the whole earth.” Nothing can stand before the Lord. He is all-powerful. As we carry His presence, what or who shall stand against us?

God has given us the Great Commission to fulfil. This is the mandate of the Church. And we can do so in the might and power of God. How we need to carry His Presence, therefore, a people filled with His Spirit! Nothing can conquer the manifested presence of an almighty God.

Acts 5 says, “12 And through the hands of the apostles many signs and wonders were done among the people. And they were all with one accord in Solomon’s Porch. 13 Yet none of the rest dared join them, but the people esteemed them highly. 14 And believers were increasingly added to the Lord, multitudes of both men and women, 15 so that they brought the sick out into the streets and laid them on beds and couches, that at least the shadow of Peter passing by might fall on some of them. 16 Also a multitude gathered from the surrounding cities to Jerusalem, bringing sick people and those who were tormented by unclean spirits, and they were all healed.” The apostles moved in great power because of the presence of the Lord was with them! Glory to God, how we need the presence of the Lord! We need to be so saturated with God that His presence is even in our shadow!

In Psalm 71, we read of what David writes, “9 Do not cast me off in the time of old age; Do not forsake me when my strength fails.” David was a man after the heart of God. He had seen God move in mighty and great ways. He had seen so many victories, and being rescued from the hands of Absalom and Saul. He knew the power in the presence of the Lord. It may seem that in his later years he might not have been walking in the presence as he used to. He was crying out to God to remember him in his old age and to still strengthen him.

David was in distress because we read, “10 For my enemies speak against me; and those who lie in wait for my life take counsel together, 11 Saying, 'God has forsaken him; pursue and take him, for there is none to deliver him.” It seems David was anxious that once his enemies saw him vulnerable and weak because of the Presence that was no longer burning in him, they would pounce and cause him harm. Psalm 23 speaks of how God prepares a place for His servants in the midst of their enemies. David knew that he tasted so much goodness and enjoyed such great strength because of God’s Presence. And now that it seemed the Presence was no longer so tangible, for whatever reason, he feared his enemies would triumph over him. It reminds us that God’s Presence is our shield and protection, and without the Presence, we are vulnerable to the attacks and oppressions of the enemy.

In the same Psalm, he then writes, “1 In You, O Lord, I put my trust; let me never be put to shame. 2 Deliver me in Your righteousness, and cause me to escape; Incline Your ear to me, and save me. 3 Be my strong refuge,  to which I may resort continually; You have given the commandment to save me, for You are my rock and my fortress. 4 Deliver me, O my God, out of the hand of the wicked, Out of the hand of the unrighteous and cruel man. 5 For You are my hope, O Lord God; You are my trust from my youth. 6 By You I have been upheld from birth; You are He who took me out of my mother’s womb. My praise shall be continually of You. 7 I have become as a wonder to many, but You are my strong refuge. 8 Let my mouth be filled with Your praise and with Your glory all the day.”

David had always known God to be his refuge and deliverer (see also Psalm 144). This is a man who throughout his life sought the Lord’s Presence and always praised the mighty God. In his weakness and vulnerability, he again cried out to God to save him from the hand of his enemy. How we need to realise that only with God can we taste the goodness of victory and be triumphant over natural and spiritual foe! Often we are left weak, yet in God, we are strong for His Presence never waned in power. When we depart from His presence, we are vulnerable to the onslaught of the devil and his demons! Yet when we are in His presence we are never weak because God is never weak! In God, we are strong even when our flesh mourns and our soul is downcast.

David writes of God’s strength and might in Psalm 92: “8 But You, Lord, are on high forevermore. 9 For behold, Your enemies, O Lord, for behold, Your enemies shall perish; All the workers of iniquity shall be scattered. 10 But my horn You have exalted like a wild ox; I have been anointed with fresh oil. 11 My eye also has seen my desire on my enemies; My ears hear my desire on the wicked Who rise up against me. 12 The righteous shall flourish like a palm tree, He shall grow like a cedar in Lebanon. 13 Those who are planted in the house of the Lord shall flourish in the courts of our God.

14 They shall still bear fruit in old age; they shall be fresh and flourishing, 15 To declare that the Lord is upright; He is my rock, and there is no unrighteousness in Him.”

Zachariah 2 says about the future restoration and glory of Jerusalem: “3 And there was the angel who talked with me, going out; and another angel was coming out to meet him, 4 who said to him, “Run, speak to this young man, saying: ‘Jerusalem shall be inhabited as towns without walls, because of the multitude of men and livestock in it. 5 For I,’ says the Lord, ‘will be a wall of fire all around her, and I will be the glory in her midst.’ ” Some see this Scripture referring to the New Jerusalem, which is the eternal city one day to be inhabited by all those who believed and followed the Lord. In Revelation 21 it says that “the city had no need of the sun or of the moon to shine in it, for the glory of God illuminated it.”

However we interpret Zachariah 2 or Revelation 21, consider that Deuteronomy 4: 24 says that “the Lord your God is a consuming fire, a jealous God.” As temples of the living God in which the Spirit of the Lord resides, the Lord wants to be our wall of fire. We don’t need any other walls to protect us or to keep us safe. All that we need is God’s presence to protect us! Psalm 34 (KJV) declares: “The angel of the Lord encamps all around those who fear Him, and delivers them. 8 Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good; Blessed is the man who trusts in Him! 9 Oh, fear the Lord, you His saints! There is no want to those who fear Him. 10 The young lions lack and suffer hunger; but those who seek the Lord shall not lack any good thing.”

In Ezekiel’s vision of the Lord in chapter 1, we read, “26 And above the firmament over their heads was the likeness of a throne, in appearance like a sapphire stone; on the likeness of the throne was a likeness with the appearance of a man high above it. 27 Also from the appearance of His waist and upward I saw, as it were, the color of amber with the appearance of fire all around within it; and from the appearance of His waist and downward I saw, as it were, the appearance of fire with brightness all around. 28 Like the appearance of a rainbow in a cloud on a rainy day, so was the appearance of the brightness all around it. This was the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the Lord.” Yes, our God is an all-consuming fire!

Psalm 50:3 says, “Our God shall come, and shall not keep silent; A fire shall devour before Him, And it shall be very tempestuous all around Him,” and also “Psalm 83: 13 O my God, make them like the whirling dust, Like the chaff before the wind! 14 As the fire burns the woods, And as the flame sets the mountains on fire, 15 So pursue them with Your tempest, and frighten them with Your storm. 16 Fill their faces with shame, that they may seek Your name, O Lord. 17 Let them be confounded and dismayed forever; Yes, let them be put to shame and perish, 18 That they may know that You, whose name alone is the Lord, are the Most High over all the earth.

We serve a mighty God, and in His Presence burns a holy fire! Psalm 37 says, “12 The wicked plots against the just, and gnashes at him with his teeth. 13 The Lord laughs at him, for He sees that his day is coming.” We live in a world of spiritual darkness, of spiritual onslaught, of injustice, of wickedness and where believers face all kinds of persecutions and threats. In an ever-growing secular world, the just are often ridiculed, mocked and laughed at, and they are scoffed at. We live in a world where it seems so little makes sense, of great violence and evil as in the days of Noah, but God reminds us He is still God, He is still glorious, mighty, all-powerful, and there is truly none like Him. And the final laugh belongs to God, just as the battle belongs to God. How we need to walk in His presence, for then we shall know victory!

Yes, while the enemy may plot and scheme, our God laughs in contempt and in mockery of such plans! For indeed, many are the plans of man but only the plan of God shall prevail! So praise Him! Yes, the Lord is great and He mocks at the plans of the enemy. It is time that we realise who this great God is. He shall not be mocked, and while the world may laugh at Him and His Church, the last laugh belongs to God. He is all-powerful, who then can resist Him? Babylon has fallen. No darkness is greater than the light!

It says in “Psalm 2:  1 Why do the nations rage, and the people plot a vain thing? 2 The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, against the Lord and against His Anointed, saying, 3 “Let us break their bonds in pieces and cast away their cords from us.” 4 He who sits in the heavens shall laugh; the Lord shall hold them in derision.” Let the nations rage, and let the nations plot, and let the wicked do what they do, but in God we trust! The word ‘derision’ means “contemptuous ridicule or mockery.” Psalm 2 can therefore also read that the Lord scoffs at those who plot things in vain, meaning things that hold no power or will bear no fruit. It also says in “Psalm 59: 8 But You, O Lord, shall laugh at them; You shall have all the nations in derision. 9 I will wait for You, O You his Strength; For God is my defense.” Praise God, the Lord shall not be mocked for He mocks and laughs at those who stand in great arrogance and pride, for indeed a fall comes before such vanity. All around us people are laughing at God, at justice, at truth, at love and are making a mockery of all things holy and pure, but God has the final laugh.

May dear believers, we serve a mighty God. We need to remember this truth even in unjust and wicked times. Nothing is impossible for God. He is still the mighty God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. He stills parts the Red Sea. He still heals. And let us hold true to “Revelation 22: 11 He who is unjust, let him be unjust still; he who is filthy, let him be filthy still; he who is righteous, let him be righteous still; he who is holy, let him be holy still.”

In Daniel 3, we read of the Hebrews Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego who refused to bow to the golden statue in Babylon. We read how everyone who heard the sound of the horn, flute, harp, lyre, and psaltery, in symphony with all kinds of music, must fall down and worship the gold image and whoever does not fall down and worship shall be cast into the midst of a burning fiery furnace. In anger, the king ordered the furnace to be heated seven times more than it was usually heated. Those who threw the men in the fire were killed because of the intense heat. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego did not flinch in their faithfulness to God, even though the devil was putting up demonic a show to instil fear in their lives. They held true to God for they found their comfort and victory in Christ.

We then read: “24 Then King Nebuchadnezzar was astonished; and he rose in haste and spoke, saying to his counselors, “Did we not cast three men bound into the midst of the fire?” They answered and said to the king, “True, O king.” 25 “Look!” he answered, “I see four men loose, walking in the midst of the fire; and they are not hurt, and the form of the fourth is like the[e] Son of God.” Praise the Lord, the three Hebrew men did not fear for even though they were in the fire, they were protected by God’s presence! Even more, they were surrounded by God’s Shekinah Glory. Shekinah is the English transliteration of a Hebrew word meaning "dwelling" or "settling" and denotes the presence of God in a place. Jesus dwelled in that furnace the moment the men were thrown in. By His all-consuming glory and fire, the fires of Babylon could not touch them! Our God is indeed an all-consuming fire, and nothing can stand before Him!

Glory to God, how we need to walk in God’s Shekinah Presence and Glory!  The rabbis used the term Shekinah to describe the following to the Jewish people:

•The presence of God among His people (Exodus 19:16-18; Exodus 40:34-38; I Kings 6:13)

•The glory of God dwelling in the Temple (2 Chronicles 7:1)

• How God dwells in the mountain (Psalm 68.16-18; Joel 3:17)

The divine presence of God, thus His very Shekinah Glory/Fire, on earth, was for example in the Bible depicted through the following:

• As a cloud (Exodus 24:16-18; Exodus 33:9; 1 Kings 8:10-13)

• As a pillar of smoke and fire (Exodus 13:21-22)

• As fire and a burning bush (Zechariah 2:5; Exodus 3:2)

Moses certainly knew about the Shekinah Glory. Except for the burning bush experience, we read in “Exodus 34:29 Now it was so, when Moses came down from Mount Sinai (and the two tablets of the Testimony were in Moses’ hand when he came down from the mountain), that Moses did not know that the skin of his face shone while he talked with Him.” Moses was indeed on fire for God! Moses was experiencing the visible presence of God long before the coming of Jesus or the outpouring of the Holy Spirit! It reminds of “2 Corinthians 4:6 For it is the God who commanded light to shine out of darkness, who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.”

Also consider when Moses pitched his tent outside of the Israelite camp in the wilderness to convene with God, how the latter spoke to Moses face to face through a cloud as though speaking to a friend (Exodus 33:11).  However, when Moses asked to see God’s face, He denied Moses’ request, stating, “You cannot see my face, for no one may see me and live” (Exodus 33:20). The glory of God was too great for human eyes to gaze upon and survive. Instead, God allowed Moses to stand in a cleft in a rock and see God’s back after He had passed by (Exodus 33:21-23). For this reason, God appeared like a fire (Shekinah fire) in the bush as well. Moses, therefore, had numerous encounters with the Shekinah glory!

In the New Testament, Jesus is the manifestation of Shekinah Glory. Jesus’ ministry is the ultimate encounter of Shekinah Glory that God has ever had with man on earth. He was after all God who came in the flesh so that we may behold God, yet not in His absolute fullness of being pure spirit. Colossians 2:9-10 says, “For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form, and in Christ you have been brought to fullness. He is the head over every power and authority.” In Christ, we see the visible manifestation of God Himself in the second person of the Trinity. Although His glory was also veiled, Jesus is nonetheless the presence of God on earth. Just as the divine Presence dwelled in a relatively plain tent called the “tabernacle” before the Temple in Jerusalem was built, so did the Presence dwell in the human man who was Jesus. “He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him, nothing in his appearance that we should desire him” (Isaiah 53:2). But when we get to heaven, we will see both the Son and the Father in all their glory, and the Shekinah will no longer be veiled (1 John 3:2).

Remember, Jesus was made to be both God and man in one person, to act as our High Priest, so that He could be the embodiment of the redemption of our sins.  Hebrews 2:17 says, ”Therefore, in all things He had to be made like His brethren, that He might be a merciful and faithful High Priest in things pertaining to God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people.” The separation of man from God was redeemed when Jesus paid the bond price for our sins with His blood on the Cross of Calvary. Upon His death, the veil separating the holiest of Holies in the Temple was torn, therefore, we are able to abide eternally in God’s presence through a new covenant, with the Holy Spirit residing in us.

In the New Testament, Peter, John, and James also witnessed the Shekinah Glory of God during the Transfiguration of Jesus. This is an event where Jesus is transfigured and becomes radiant in glory upon a mountain. The Synoptic Gospels (Matthew 17:1–8, Mark 9:2–8, Luke 9:28–36) describe it, and the 2 Peter also refers to it (2 Peter 1:16–18). The account in Luke reads as follows: “28 Now it came to pass, about eight days after these sayings, that He took Peter, John, and James and went up on the mountain to pray. 29 As He prayed, the appearance of His face was altered, and His robe became white and glistening. 30 And behold, two men talked with Him, who were Moses and Elijah, 31 who appeared in glory and spoke of His decease which He was about to accomplish at Jerusalem. 32 But Peter and those with him were heavy with sleep; and when they were fully awake, they saw His glory and the two men who stood with Him. 33 Then it happened, as they were parting from Him, that Peter said to Jesus, “Master, it is good for us to be here; and let us make three tabernacles: one for You, one for Moses, and one for Elijah”—not knowing what he said. 34 While he was saying this, a cloud came and overshadowed them; and they were fearful as they entered the cloud.”

The disciples experienced the ‘cloud’, thus the Shekinah Glory, just as the Israelites experienced God as a pillar of fire and smoke (also translated as a cloud) in the wilderness. Remember, this was even before the crucifixion, resurrection and ascension of Jesus. On the mount, the Lord gave His disciples a glimpse of His glory without the flesh. The vision of John as recorded in the Book of Revelation also beautifully described the radiant Jesus beyond the flesh. We read in Revelation 1, “12 I turned around to see the voice that was speaking to me. And when I turned I saw seven golden lampstands, 13 and among the lampstands was someone like a son of man, dressed in a robe reaching down to his feet and with a golden sash around his chest. 14 The hair on his head was white like wool, as white as snow, and his eyes were like blazing fire. 15 His feet were like bronze glowing in a furnace, and his voice was like the sound of rushing waters. 16 In his right hand he held seven stars, and coming out of his mouth was a sharp, double-edged sword. His face was like the sun shining in all its brilliance.”

Psalm 91 says, “He who dwells in the secret place of the Most High shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty.” That “shadow” is indeed the cloud that manifested on the Transfiguration of Jesus. As we abide in Christ by the Spirit of God, we are walking in His glory daily.

This is why we need to dwell in His presence and be so aware of it. We are now the vessels in which God resides by the Spirit, just as He was so present in the Holy of Holies in the tabernacle. 2 Corinthians 3:18 says, “But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord.” As we mature in Christ by dying to the self and as we yield and submit to the Holy Spirit, we shall indeed taste His goodness, know His power and manifest Shekinah fire! For all disciples, this is now a reality because of the Blood of the Lamb, because of the resurrection and the ascension, and because of Pentecost.

God desires to fill us with the fullness of Himself. But for this to happen, we must receive power through the Holy Spirit to have the ability to be conformed into the image of Christ.  This is why peace can only truly come to us once we are reborn in the Spirit (John 3) because only the Spirit of the Lord can lead us on the journey of delivering our soul from the bondage of the Self, the devil and the world. Indeed, as we make a home for Christ in our hearts through faith and obedience, He begins to give us revelations of the greatness of His love, the width, length, depth, and height of His love, which leads us to a greater state of peace. We then walk in His power, His manifested glory (Shekinah) and grace. We then enjoy His Sabbath rest and behold a state of Shalom.

2 Corinthians 3:18 (NKJV) says “But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord.”

With those few words—“from glory to glory”—Paul sums up our entire Christian life, from redemption and sanctification on earth, to our glorious eternal welcome into heaven. The same Greek word for “glory” is used twice in the phrase from glory to glory, yet each usage refers to something different. The first “glory” is that of the Old Covenant—the Law of Moses—while the second is that of the New Covenant, the gospel of Jesus Christ. Both have astonishing splendour.

The Old Covenant was given to Moses directly from God, written by God’s finger (Exodus 31:18). That root of our Christian faith is glorious indeed; it’s the glory we’re coming “from.” Yet the New Covenant, the glory we’re going “to,” far surpasses that of the Old. We are moving from the shadow of the old settled in religion to the liberating presence of the Living God. As we move from glory to glory, thus from the Law to the Christ, there’s something even more important about the glory of the New Covenant that Christians must understand: its supernatural power to transform us.

And that brings us to God’s ultimate purpose and destination for every believer, to transform us into the image of his own beloved Son (2 Corinthians 3:18; Romans 8:28–30; Philippians 3:20–21). And this can only happen when we walk in His Shalom and Sabbath rest to be encased in Shekinah glory.

Paul says: “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!” (2 Corinthians 5:17). This is the invitation the Lord makes to all Christians, to have our lives radically transformed here and now, by opening our eyes to see the glorious journey He is taking us on “from glory to glory.”

This is the splendour and reality of the Shekinah glory, experienced by those who rest from the efforts of the flesh and the world and who find their peace (Shalom) in God. For in God, we are well, whole and alive! More than ever the Lord is calling for us to fellowship with Him. This implies an intimate relationship. This implies spending time with God. We have become so used to fellowship with other believers, and in this fellowship we therefore fellowship with the Lord, but God calls us now more than ever to draw away from the crowd, away from the lights, music and noise just to spend time with Him. It says in Luke 5:16 that Jesus often withdrew to lonely places and prayed. Jesus withdrew from His own disciples, from the crowd, from the ministry to spend time with His Father. How much more do we not have to withdraw from the hustle and the bustle, from the crowd, from the noise and from our routines to spend time with our Lord?

Abiding in Him is fellowship. When we fellowship with the Lord we are nourished by Him, just like a branch needs nourishment from the vine or it will dry up. Fellowship is defined as the following: friendly association, especially with people who share one's interests. We are talking here therefore about fellowship which is born firstly out of friendship, and secondly, a common ground in terms of interest. According to Jesus, we are friends with Him because we as His disciples share a common interest, which is the Kingdom of God. We are friends with God because we know what the Master is doing, and what is the heart of the Master. Therefore, according to the definition of fellowship, and according to what Jesus said, we are in the prime position to fellowship with our Lord. We have fellowship with our Lord and Saviour because we are friends and we have a common interest.

The word “fellowship” describes the beautiful relationship of faith which connects true Christians to God and to all other true believers. We need to realise we were created to fellowship. Not just with each other (for this reason, God has also called forth the marriage), but primarily with the Lord. God gave us free will, for fellowship is so much sweeter and glorious when it is voluntary and based on free will love, respect and longing. The word ‘fellowship’ generally translates into the Greek noun koinonia. Henry Thayer defines the word “fellowship, association, community, communion, joint participation” (Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament). It describes the state of “association” or “joint participation.”

God continually urges us to stay away from idolatry, and from the ways of the world; we are urged not to fellowship or partake in the things of darkness. We cannot have true fellowship with the Lord if we also want to have fellowship with the world. This does not make sense at all. Our interest cannot be divided between God and this world.  It says in “1 Corinthians 10:21: You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons too; you cannot have a part in both the Lord's table and the table of demons.” Fellowship implies a process of partaking, therefore, we cannot partake of the Lord’s cup and then also partake from the devil, which also implies drinking from the cup of this world. We cannot wish to sit at the Lord’s Table yet also want to sit at the table of the devil. This simply does not work. We are either friends with the Lord or friends with the world, yet we cannot be both. It is therefore impossible to have fellowship with the world and fellowship with the Lord because this then means your interest is split between the Lord and the world.

God desires our ultimate loyalty, attention, devotion and faithfulness. When it comes to our fellowship with the Lord, He desires for us to spend a lot of time with Him, yet then we must be completely and utterly focused upon Him and we must seek His will and His ways. By fellowshipping with God we abide in Him and He abides in us through the Holy Spirit.

David writes in “Psalm 16:11 You will show me the path of life; In Your presence is fullness of joy; at Your right hand are pleasures forevermore.” As believers of God, we need to yearn, seek and desire to dwell in the presence of God, for in His presence we know God and in that knowing we can thrive, overcome, prosper and grow spiritually.

In Exodus 33 we read, “11 The Lord would speak to Moses face to face, as one speaks to a friend. Then Moses would return to the camp, but his young aide Joshua, son of Nun, did not leave the tent.” Take note that Joshua “did not leave the tent”. Yes, he longed for God. He longed to be with God. Do we have such a desire? Do we have such an urgency to dwell in God’s presence, where there is fullness of joy and hope?

David also wrote in “Psalm 42:1 As the deer pants for streams of water, so my soul pants for you, my God.” He also said in “Psalm 140:13 Surely the righteous shall give thanks to Your name; The upright shall dwell in Your presence.”  David became king because he had a heart for God. Joshua took over from Moses to lead the people into the Promised Land because he longed to dwell with God.

To worship God is based on relationship, not religion. In Psalm 139:7 we read, “Where can I go from Your Spirit? Or where can I flee from Your presence?” God’s presence is always available to God’s people through the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit. God is also omnipresent, meaning He is always present even if we aren’t aware of it.

Yes, we must seek God’s presence. Moses understood the critical importance of being led by God’s Presence when in Exodus 33 he cried, “15 Then Moses said to him, “If your Presence does not go with us, do not send us up from here.” In Psalm 51:11, David said: “Do not cast me away from Your presence, and do not take Your Holy Spirit from me.” In 1 Samuel 16, we learn (verse 14) that “the Spirit of the Lord had departed from Saul, and an evil spirit from the Lord tormented him.” Saul had become rebellious, seeking life after the flesh instead of serving God’s will. In Ezekiel 10, the glory departed from the Jewish temple because of Israel’s wickedness. Remember, during that time God’s presence was visible, tangible, yet dwelled only in the Holy of Holies, even though the Spirit of God was active among His servants but not yet poured out.

It is indeed fearful when we are left to wander this earth without the presence of God! A church without the presence of God is a mere building of noise and senseless activities! Ministry without the presence of God is powerless! The apostle Paul walked in the presence of God, therefore, in God’s power and so he wrote in “1 Corinthians 2: 4 My message and my preaching were not with wise and persuasive words, but with a demonstration of the Spirit’s power, 5 so that your faith might not rest on human wisdom, but on God’s power.” Indeed, the Christian life without God’s presence is void of true regenerating life!

God is in our midst, and we are often unaware of His presence. Scripture reveals God’s deep desire to be in fellowship with us and the hunger of the human soul for a relationship with Him. God always takes the initiative by His grace and seeks to draw us back into a personal friendship. Central to this relationship is understanding the dynamics of knowing God. Since God has already revealed Himself to us, we need to be alert to recognize that God is indeed present and active in our world today.

God is present everywhere: we should be constantly aware of him. We read:

‘The LORD is God in heaven above and on the earth beneath; there is no other’. Deuteronomy 4:39.

‘Can a man hide himself in secret place so that I cannot see him? declares the LORD Do I not fill heaven and earth? declares the Lord?’ Jeremiah 23:24.

‘In him we live and move and have our being’. Acts 17:28.

God is present everywhere. We can never escape God’s presence, and we can never invite Him to be present. God is present whether we are believers or not. He is present everywhere, even if we do not recognise his presence. God is omnipresent. God is present everywhere in his Son, sustaining this universe: ‘For by him all things were created ... and in him all things hold together’. Colossians 1:16,17. Christ holds the universe together. We should honour and praise Christ for his work of creation, as well as salvation. We can never escape God’s presence, and we can never invite him to be present. He is present everywhere, and he is present before we are present. It says in Psalm 139 in verse 7: “Where shall I go from your Spirit? Or where shall I flee from your presence?” Indeed, nowhere!

To meet God in everyday life, to be aware of being in the presence of God all the time, is not subjective experientialism; it is reality. To be aware of being in the presence of God all the time is not subjective experientialism; it is reality. God not only created all that is, He also sustains it, moment by moment. As we look at the sky, we see the stars God causes to shine. Isaiah 40 says, “26 He who brings out their host by number, calling them all by name, by the greatness of his might, and because he is strong in power, not one is missing.” All living creatures receive their daily food from God. It says in Psalm 145, verses 15 and 16: “The eyes of all look to you, and you give them their food in due season. You open your hand; you satisfy the desire of every living thing.

As Calvin wrote, “[God] revealed himself and daily discloses himself in the whole workmanship of the universe... he shows his glory to us, whenever we and wherever we cast our gaze. ... this skilful ordering of the universe is for us a sort of mirror in which we can contemplate God.”  

God provides for all, believers and unbelievers alike. Jesus said, ‘He makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust.’ (Matthew 5:45)  Paul said to unbelievers: ‘[God] did good by giving you rains from heaven and fruitful seasons, satisfying your hearts with food and gladness.’ (Acts 14: 17).  When humans refuse to ‘honour him as God or give thanks to him’ (Romans 1:21) as they see his invisible power and divine nature in the creation, they are condemned. One of the great discoveries of the Reformation was the fact that we can serve God in our daily, mundane work.

Charles Wesley expressed it in these words: Forth in your name, O Lord, I go, my daily labour to pursue, you only, Lord, resolved to know in all I think or speak or do. The task your wisdom has assigned here let me cheerfully fulfil; in all my work your presence find, and prove your good and perfect will. You may I set at my right hand, whose eyes my inmost secrets view, and labour on at your command  and offer all my work to you.

Not only is God present in our world, but he also invites us into his presence through his Son and his gospel. In Genesis 3, God’s judgement is to send out, to drive out sinners from the place where he met with them every day (Gen 3:22-24, 9). When God scatters his people, he judges them (Deuteronomy 28:64-68). However, through Christ and through his sacrifice, we are summoned into God’s presence. Therefore, brothers and sisters, since we have confidence to enter the holy places by the blood of Jesus ... and since we have a great priest over the house of God, let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith ... (Hebrews 10:19-22)

God is around us and within us: He is closer than breathing. We might think that we are born again, forgiven, justified, and adopted, but remain at a distance from God. Not so—we come into God’s presence. This is our reality, regardless of whatever we might (or might not) feel when we pray. Paul puts it even more strongly: God is ‘in Christ’, we are ‘in Christ’, and have ‘come to fullness of life in him’ (Col 2:9,10). We are ‘seated in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus’: we have been ‘brought near by the blood of Christ’ (Eph 2:6, 13). We as a church are ‘a temple of God’s Holy Spirit’, and are individually ‘a temple of God’s Holy Spirit’ (1Cor 3:16, 6:19). God is around us and within us: he is closer than breathing. 

So often, when we come to the Lord in prayer or in communication, we come to pray for ourselves, for others, hopefully, the lost, and hopefully for this broken world. This is all good and well, but one morning the Lord said why don’t we just come to Him for the sake of being with Him, instead of coming with requests and petitions? Our spiritual life should primarily be about our relationship with God, and not about what God can do for us or even about ministry. It is about our love for Him, and if we truly yearn to serve Him because He is I AM.

The Lord loves to hear when we pray and seek His hand in our lives and those we pray for, but at times, and indeed many times, the Lord wants us just to come to Him for the simple reason of being with Him.  This is about building a relationship and drawing closer to Him. Let us think about this. How often do we not come to the Lord for a word, for revelation, for knowledge, guidance and strength [again, nothing wrong with this], but rather, how often do we not just come to sit at His feet and spend time with the Lord?

This is true for our human relationships as well - while it is good for the child to ask his/her father's help and advice, sometimes, it is just better for the child and the father to spend time together. We need to realise that God is not just there to hear our requests and to pour out His love, but we also need to realise that God also wants us to receive love from us. He wants us to pour all our attention onto Him. To be honest, one can serve the Lord but not really love Him. One can be in ministry, but intimacy is somehow lacking. The Lord longs for His children just to come to Him, to love Him, to laugh with Him, to be close to Him, and just to be in His Presence.

In the presence of God, we come alive again in the power of the Holy Spirit to be true representatives of God on this earth. How we need the presence of God to blow again through our churches, our hearts and our lives! How we need to again seek the presence of God to lead us in all truth, in power, in boldness, in God’s beauty and strength! Indeed, how we need the presence of the Holy Spirit of God to breathe life into us! How we need the Holy Spirit to shake our worlds so that we become alive from our spiritual apathy to be on fire for God! We need the Holy Spirit to be filled with conviction and a certainty that God is faithful and true. How we need the holy fire of God to burn in our bones so that the dry bones may live and the spiritually dead and lost and forgotten may be revived.

Paul on the Road to Damascus was reborn when he met Jesus. And from that day he moved in the power of the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:8), fulfilling the Great Commission by declaring the Good News far and wide. Revival truly followed Paul, for Paul was following Christ in Spirit and truth. Paul had crucified his flesh and was now regenerated by the Spirit of God. For the water of life inside of him was manifesting wherever Paul ministered by the grace and power of God. Yes, revival must follow the disciple, for the disciple follows the author of life! For as we follow Christ, we walk in His life and Spirit, and by such life and Spirit, the lost shall know that God still redeems and saves the broken, the lost and the forgotten! Only in the presence of God can we be revived and, therefore, come alive spiritually to lead others to the author of abundant life, Jesus.

How we also need a cry of the heart that we need the presence of God daily! We need to cry out to God that surely we don’t want to go anywhere or do anything without His presence. For in His presence is life, hope, joy, strength deliverance and healing. Yes Lord, lead us day by day in Your presence! Let Your presence always be with us!

We can only abide in God when God abides in us. This calls for us to make room for the Lord. Now, think of one’s life [soul] as one big room. Throughout life, we fill this room with all kinds of experiences, perceptions, and habits that form our way of thinking, our behaviour, and determine our spiritual condition and fortitude. If there is a lot of idolatry and sinful activities also present in the room [our soul, which is our mind, heart, and will], then naturally the devil has the legal right to be present and active in the room. And where the devil is, there is spiritual darkness, and with darkness comes fear, disorientation, disillusionment, lack of direction, lack of purpose, bondage, slavery and oppression. On the day we come to the Lord, we invite Him into our lives, we allow Him to sanctify our spirit so that we by design are no longer sinners but redeemed children of the Lord. But the problem is, even though we commit our spirit unto Him, we often tend to only invite Him to occupy a small part of this room called our soul.

So many Christians today allow God in, but they tell Him to only occupy a corner of the room. We want to hold onto so many of our bad habits and mindsets. This is, however, not true spiritual freedom, but only the illusion of such freedom because, by our choice and action, we still keep ourselves in bondage. So now you have the devil and God sharing a room – a room filled with God’s light but also a room of darkness. Our actions, mindset and behaviour are partly now being determined by our service to the Lord, but because our room still caters for the world and in some ways the pitfalls of the devil, we still find an inner war constantly being waged within our soul. Our thoughts and heart is divided between God and the world, between serving God in holiness and still dancing with the devil.

Why? Because we have not given God the full right to occupy the room of our soul completely and utterly, meaning every inch and every corner. This is the problem we find so many times with followers of the Lord – God has flooded our spirit, but we have not completely yielded our mind [thoughts], heart [emotions] and will unto Him. True freedom comes when He sets us free, meaning we give all unto Him so that He becomes all within us. We will sing and praise unto God but yet we still follow our will. This then means God has not completely made His home in our soul. We say we love Him, yet our heart yearns for things of this world and its pleasures. With our minds, we think about Him, but we have thoughts involving sin and wickedness. For this reason, as Jesus said, we cannot have two masters; for two masters cannot vie for attention within our soul, for then there will be constant internal war.

We get a glimpse of such an inner war when Paul writes about it in Romans 7, and then he writes in Romans 8 that the answer to addressing this internal war is by following the Spirit and not the dictates of the flesh. We need to understand, that God doesn’t just want to be part of one corner of our soul, but He wants to fill the entire space of our mind and heart so that our will is submitted unto Him.

To love the Lord is more than just a condition of the spirit, but a condition of our soul, and once we submit all to God, then God can truly abide in us and begin to renew and change us. We can be reborn in the Spirit, but have not yielded our souls unto Him. God will not brainwash us, or override our will; this is a decision and choice we have to make out of love and obedience. Let us then consider the condition of our soul, and how much room God really occupies. It might just answer a lot of questions as to why we have not found our path with God.

In this world of so much noise, more than ever, we need to listen more and talk less. And this applies especially to our walk with God. We need to listen more to God, for it says in Psalm 46:10 that we must be still and know that He is God. He is the beginning and the end, and in Him lies all the answers, and our hope. In the stillness, and not in the noise, we find our peace and our strength as we listen, as we abide, and we rest in His almighty presence. So often, we have forgotten what it means to rest. To rest speaks of resting from your own efforts, and seeking to pursue your own path and your own will. To rest and to abide speaks of placing your life in the hands of the Lord, and allowing God to move you, to guide and lead you. Yet so often we would rather toil, instead of bowing the knee and trusting.

To abide and to rest in His Almighty Presence is like a leaf on the water. The leaf never resists where the water goes – it simply follows where the water leads. And just so we must be in the presence of God, allowing the Holy Spirit to lead. We must not resist the Lord, or His will, or His commands or His Truth, but we must be like that leaf that simply goes and follows.
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Be not moved from Liberty
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Liberty in the world is a big thing. It is a big thing for many people, just ask someone who was once a slave yet is now free. But for the Christian, the liberty sought is vastly different to the liberty sought by the world. The one truly liberates, and the latter enslaves. God liberated Israel from oppression and slavery; underlying it has always been His intention to liberate His people from any form of slavery – be it spiritual, emotional or even physical. And still today, the cross liberates, for God’s mercy and kindness are encapsulated by John 3:16.

Galatians 5 verse 1 says, “1 Stand fast therefore in the liberty by which Christ has made us free, and do not be entangled again with a yoke of bondage.” Let us pay close attention to the word ‘stand’. We are, therefore, urged to take decisive and purposeful action in fighting for our liberty and freedom in Christ. The Amplified Version translates this Scripture as urging the believer to keep standing firm.

This idea of ‘standing’ is also found in Ephesians 6 where it says in verse 11 “Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil,” and also “13 Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.” There is thus a very clear call for believers to take action themselves to stand firm against the world and against demonic onslaughts that constantly threaten to lead us away from God and His glorious path. Again, we are called to stand, meaning the responsibility lies with us to diligently make sure that we remain in the liberty of God and that we resist the devil. We must make sure we are not swept away by all kinds of philosophies, psychologies, social sciences, and clever ideas of wisdom that flow from this world.

James 3: 13 Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him show by good conduct that his works are done in the meekness of wisdom. 14 But if you have bitter envy and self-seeking in your hearts, do not boast and lie against the truth. 15 This wisdom does not descend from above, but is earthly, sensual, demonic. 16 For where envy and self-seeking exist, confusion and every evil thing are there. 17 But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality and without hypocrisy.

Thus, it is clear that all wisdom detached from God, thus the wisdom of this world, is regarded by James as “earthly, sensual, demonic.” Why? Because it leads us away from God, away from His Truth and away from a life of true blessing, hope, life and love. It is thus dangerous, manipulative and a lie. Yet it is such demonic and sensual wisdom that encourages the world to seek freedom, not in Christ, but freedom in earthly pleasures, delights and immorality. This is dangerous freedom, for it only brings destruction.

The idea of a house standing firm is also found in Matthew 7 when the Lord teaches about the sure foundation, thus the eternal Rock of Christ Himself. It says “25 And the rain fell, and the floods and torrents came, and the winds blew and slammed against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had been founded on the rock.” The idea of standing is also the same idea of abiding in John 15, where we are urged to remain in Christ so that we may bear much fruit. And as abide in Christ, He then abides in us. Yes, we must thus remain standing (again, the emphasis is on an action) on the true Rock to overcome the world and the devil’s lies.

The question is, what are we supposed to be standing and fighting for? Did Paul urge us to fight for our wealth, our property, for religious tolerance? No, we are admonished to fight for liberty. And what is such liberty? It is the liberty to be free from a life of sin. It is the liberty to be free from spiritual darkness and captivity. It is the liberty to be free from carnal desires and dictations. It is the liberty to be free from the fallen ways of the world. It is even the liberty to be free from religion, man-made traditions, legalisms, worldly customs and spiritual suffocating rituals and ideas.

True liberty is only found
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