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It was Paddington’s birthday and there was an air of
excitement at number thirty-two Windsor Gardens.




“Happy birthday!” chorused Jonathan and Judy, as
Paddington began unwrapping his presents.




“A magic set!” he exclaimed. “Is it really for me?”




“Yes,” said Mr Brown, “we thought you could entertain
everyone at your party this afternoon. It’s such a lovely day,
we’re going to have it in the garden.”




“There’s a lot to do before then, though,” said Mrs Bird.











 


Paddington spent the morning being hurried from one room to another as
preparations were made.




“Perhaps I can help you?” he asked Mrs Bird hopefully, as she put a cake
into the oven.




“I’ve just finished,” said Mrs Bird, “but you can lick the spoon if you like.
Not too much, though, or you won’t have room for your tea.”







 


“Why don’t you go into
the garden and practise some
tricks for later?” suggested
Mrs Brown.




Paddington thought
that was a very good
idea, so he headed off
with his magic set.







 


After examining the contents, which included a wand, a cape and a special
pack of playing cards, Paddington settled down on the grass to read the
book of instructions.




The first chapter explained how to use the magic wand.




Paddington clutched the book in one paw, and tried waving the wand
with the other but nothing happened.




“ABRACADABRA!” he called out hopefully.
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