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      Walking Like Jesus: It almost sounds too good to be real. Who would even dare to try? And yet, that’s exactly what we’re called to: not just to believe in Jesus, but to live like Him. He is not only our Saviour, He is also our example.

      This book invites you to walk with Jesus, step by step. Not through lofty theories or vague ideals, but in practical choices and real-life attitudes: He washes feet, seeks the lost, weeps with the broken-hearted, speaks truth with courage, serves quietly, forgives freely, and gives generously. If Jesus lived this way to reveal the heart of God, what might He be asking of us?

      In each chapter, you’ll discover a facet of who He is and how His life can reshape yours. You’ll also read about what not to do—most of that coming from my own failures. I won’t pretend to be the perfect role model, but maybe you can learn from my mistakes as much as from my victories.

      Along the way, you’ll hear short, striking insights from voices like John Piper, Henri Nouwen, John Stott, Paul Washer, and Dietrich Bonhoeffer—people from different times and traditions, yet united by the same longing: to become more like Jesus. Not as a spiritual achievement to brag about, but as a humble response to His invitation: Come, follow Me.

      My prayer is that these pages will move you, stretch you, comfort you, and encourage you. Not to “do more” to earn God’s favour—you already have that in Christ—but to live out of gratitude for what you’ve received.

      The Man Who Changed Everything

      Jesus is the turning point of history. It’s no accident that our calendars mark the years before and after His coming. And He has become the turning point of my own life, and of countless others. Through Him, I’ve been reshaped into a different man.

      The journey hasn’t been smooth. It’s been full of trial and error, two steps forward and one step back. But still, progress. For me, this has been unfolding for about twenty years now. That’s why this book isn’t a “how-to manual,” but an open invitation: to take the next step Jesus is asking of you, without the pressure of perfection.

      Some of your most valuable discoveries may not come from my words directly, but from what God stirs in you as you read between the lines with Him.

      So, will you walk with me?
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      1. Jesus is loving

      “His love is not merely an example, but a power that changes us from within.”

      — J.I. Packer

      Love. In my opinion, it’s a word that’s lost much of its weight. We say we “love” our spouse, our kids, our family—and rightly so. But we also say we love a cold craft beer on a French terrace, the smell of freshly cut grass under the floodlights of a small English football ground, a slice of pizza, or a slightly cheeky joke. When one word covers everything from lifelong devotion to a tasty snack, it starts to lose its meaning. After all, if things are in order, you love your wife more than that patch of grass by the chalk lines. (And if not, I wouldn’t recommend confessing it to your partner. Trust me, that won’t end well.)

      When a word has been watered down like that, it needs to be rediscovered. That’s exactly what I set out to do. And in the process, I met someone whose life speaks louder than any definition ever could: Jesus—the embodiment of love. Not shallow or sentimental love, but deep, fierce, unstoppable love.

      Picture this moment: Jesus has just shared His final meal with His friends. Did they realise it was their last supper with Him? Probably not. But He knew. And when you’re standing at the edge of death, every word matters. He wanted them to understand one more time that He truly was the image of God: “Whoever has seen Me has seen the Father.” Some got it. Others sat there with more questions than answers.

      He stands, hand on the door handle, ready to leave but turns back for one last look at the friends He’s walked with for three years. What else could He say? How could He make sure they understood what love really is? He doesn’t draw hearts in the sky. He doesn’t leave them with a clever mission statement. Instead, He says:

      “Greater love has no one than this: that someone lay down his life for his friends.” (John 15:13)

      Some eyes fill with tears—they sense what’s coming. Others still can’t grasp that Jesus is about to surrender Himself to death. But in that moment, Jesus gives love its truest definition. Not a definition that fades over time, but one that stands forever.

      Jesus didn’t write love in the clouds. He proved it with His life.

      If you want to walk as He walked, love can’t stop at putting an arm around someone’s shoulder. Real love means giving yourself away—for friends, yes, but even for enemies. Jesus made that clear, too.

      Sometimes, it’s as small as handing someone a cold drink on a blazing day, listening when you’d rather talk, or patiently explaining something for the third time. Sometimes, it’s as big as a friend of mine who donated a kidney to a stranger. For me, it was giving away two cars. (To be fair, the second one broke down and went to the scrapyard within two months, but that didn’t make the gift any less genuine.) I’ll tell you more about that later.

      The truth is, love takes practice. Trial and error. So why not start small today? You may be surprised where it leads. And in the process, you’ll discover something Jesus already promised: it really is better to give than to receive. What you get back isn’t something you can measure, and that’s exactly the point—because if you could, it would lose its power.

      So next time you’ve got your hand on the doorknob, ready to walk away, turn back. Say what needs to be said. Do what needs to be done. You never know if it’s the last chance you’ll have.

      Where have you recently experienced Jesus’ love in a personal way, and how could you pass that same love on to someone else this week?

      

      2. Jesus gives more than you deserve

      “Grace is love that comes when you least deserve it.”

      — John Stott

      I’ll be honest: I tend to be pretty transactional. That’s a big word that makes me sound smarter than I am but let me explain. If my wife goes to boot camp on Monday, grabs a coffee with a friend on Wednesday, and has dinner with colleagues on Friday, I’m glad for her. She’s sweet and always checks in: “Are you sure you don’t mind me being out three nights while you handle bedtime with the kids?” My answer is always the same, perfect husband that I am: “Of course not, darling.” End of conversation.

      What she didn’t realise at first—but definitely knows by now—is that I keep track of those nights. Not because I mind, but because it means I get to cash in at least as many nights for myself. That’s being transactional: I give, therefore I get.

      But here’s the reality check, whether you’re brand new to faith, a long-time disciple, or just starting to explore: “transactional” isn’t in Jesus’ vocabulary—not the way we think of it.

      Jesus is the Master of giving without expecting anything in return. He would have made a terrible accountant, but that’s exactly what makes Him so magnetic. You just want to be around someone generous like that.

      He was insulted, yet stayed silent. He was offered shortcuts by the devil that looked irresistible, yet He held to His Father’s will.

      And then there’s that hill, just outside the city of Jerusalem. Three crosses stand near a rubbish heap, Rome’s cruellest tools of torture. Jesus, the flawless God-man, hangs between two criminals. Beaten, crowned with thorns, body shattered. A crowd sneers, convinced He’s getting exactly what He deserves.

      But instead of unleashing His power to climb down and silence His mockers, Jesus prays: “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do” (Luke 23:34).

      If I’m honest, I’d say they knew perfectly well what they were doing and they deserved payback, not pardon. But Jesus saw deeper. He knew they had no idea that they were nailing Love itself to a cross.

      Grace doesn’t keep score. Grace keeps giving, especially when you least deserve it. That’s who Jesus is.

      With those words and with that cross, Jesus forever dismantled the logic of “what goes around comes around.” He gives what no one deserves. Grace doesn’t keep score. Grace keeps giving, especially when you least deserve it. That’s who Jesus is.

       

      What would happen if we lived like that? Answering a tirade with gentleness. Helping that cranky neighbour without expecting thanks. Letting someone else enjoy a night out without secretly keeping tally. Choosing the low road—the one that, in the end, turns out to be the high road. Jesus flips the whole system upside down.

      And yet, on that same hill, there was a kind of transaction. But not the kind we know. All our dirt, all our shame, all our sin, all our failure went to Calvary. And in exchange, all His purity, His righteousness, His life was credited to us. That’s grace—magnificent, undeserved favour.

      So, love your enemies. Pray for those who push against you. And remember: He causes His sun to rise on both the good and the bad. That’s not just a lofty idea—it’s a way of life worth practicing. Shall we join Him in doing so?

      What gift or blessing in your life reminds you that Jesus has given you far more than you could ever earn?

      

      3. Jesus is merciful

      “Jesus does not reluctantly bend over our brokenness. He rushes towards it.”

      — Dane Ortlund

      “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.” (Matthew 5:7)

      Be honest—do you really know what mercy means? For many of us, the word is fuzzy, and if we don’t grasp it, living it out the way Jesus did becomes nearly impossible.

      Mercy often gets mistaken for tolerance, in my neck of the woods anyway. Live and let live. Do what feels right. I won’t interfere with your choices, as long as you don’t interfere with mine. It sounds like freedom, but it leaves a huge gap—a world where the line between right and wrong, light and darkness, fades into a shadow.

      On the opposite end of the spectrum, there’s judgment. People who climb onto their moral high horse, convinced they can see through everyone’s motives.

      Honestly, I sometimes suspect certain people start their mornings by drinking a glass of vinegar, stubbing their toe on the bedpost, and taking a freezing shower—just so they can be in the right mood to unleash harsh opinions on social media.

      So where’s the middle ground? What example does Jesus give us? Can you be both firm and gentle at once?

      The Bible describes Jesus moving through Israel “doing good.” Along the way, He encountered plenty of people with rough edges—the dented cars of society, the nails on the chalkboard. Tax collectors, prostitutes, the arrogant rich—people whom everyone else judged and rejected. Yet Jesus walked with them. He embodied mercy, refusing to settle for either empty tolerance or merciless condemnation.

      If He had only been tolerant, He might have said to the adulterous woman: “I love you just as you are. Keep doing whatever you want. It doesn’t matter how many men you sleep with.” If He had only been harsh, He would have crushed the outcasts under the weight of His righteous judgment.

      But Jesus is merciful. He saw people for who they really were, and He loved them too much to leave them that way. He was patient and gentle, yet clear, putting the finger on the sore spot of their lives that didn’t align with the Father’s heart. That is mercy: avoiding the extremes of tolerance and condemnation, but helping someone find the path back to life.

      I think of a colleague’s wife who regularly visited prostitutes in a city quite close to the German border here in Holland. She simply wanted to be like Jesus for them. One woman she befriended eventually came to faith, but she continued working in prostitution. One day, my colleague’s wife asked, “How can you keep doing this, now that you know Jesus? Don’t you think you were made for something different?” The woman explained her painful reality: “I just flip a switch. I become a different person when I’m at work. And when I get home, I flip the switch back.”

      For two years, she kept visiting her faithfully. Over time, the woman began going to church, where she was welcomed, taught, and surrounded by new friends. Only after two years did she leave prostitution behind. When asked what finally helped her take that step, she said: “My switch slowly broke down because of my relationship with Jesus and His people here in church.”

      Mercy doesn’t say, “Everything’s fine.” Mercy doesn’t shout, “Everything’s wrong.” Mercy walks alongside someone, step by step.

      That’s what struck me again. Imagine if the church had said, “You can only join us if you immediately clean up your life.” That would have been vinegar-drinking judgment, quick to condemn. Or what if they had been tolerant, saying, “God loves you as you are—just do what feels right,” never challenging her lifestyle? Then she might have stayed trapped in the cycle of being used by men.

      But instead, the church showed mercy. They gave her time and space to walk the long road of transformation, which we call sanctification. They showed her Jesus in both words and actions, recognizing that she was a work in progress, just like all of us. They believed Jesus had a better plan for her than she could imagine, straighter and steadier than the crooked
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