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  Introduction


How to Use a Prompt Book (If This Is Your First Time)
Each picture in this book was chosen in the hope that it will evoke an emotion, spark curiosity, or stir a sense of wonder and a desire to explore. 
“Explore what?” you might ask.
Explore the world your imagination creates when you look at the picture. Who are these people? You can just make it up—then write it down. Bam! That’s their story. You see a beautiful landscape. Where is this place? What happens here? Is there danger? Is there gold buried in them there hills? Only you, the author, know. Write it down! Bada bing bada boom—you’ve got yourself a story starter, a piece of flash fiction, or maybe even the seed of a much larger world waiting to grow.
It may surprise you how easily you get carried away to a land of your own making. This is a good thing.
When you look at the pictures, ask yourself what isn’t shown. What is shown that needs explaining? These questions are fuel for that noggin of yours. You might wonder if the pictures are all connected—part of the same world, continent, or reality. I don’t know! That’s for you to decide. You can connect them all, keep them completely separate, or land somewhere in between. Are these moments from the long life of one immortal shapeshifter? Or fragments of a fever dream? Let your imagination run wild.

      [image: ]While a place has been outlined for you to explore on the page, you are always welcome—encouraged, even—to continue the story elsewhere if you run out of room. Running out of space is a good problem to have. A quality problem. Grab a pen and paper or hop on a computer and keep going. 

      [image: ]Why is this important? I’m glad you asked (or that I, the author of this blurb, imagined you asking, so I’m answering anyway). 
It matters because we all once had this ability. As kids, we lived in a constant state of curiosity, filling in the gaps of our knowledge with imagination. That childlike wonder was the crux of our naïve genius—something life, slowly and unintentionally, tends to squash.
Over time, society and our desire to fit in press it down. We fear being wrong. We fear seeming strange. Well-meaning adults tell us not to make things up, not to say things that aren’t true.
My friends, fiction isn’t lying.
Sure, it sounds like lying when a five-year-old spins a tall tale about their day—but assuming you’re not five, you know the difference between a playful story of escapism and a factual report about your trip to the grocery store.
That little voice inside you—the one that feels hungry, restless, and just a bit forgotten—that’s your neglected creativity asking for exercise. It’s begging you to put your phone down, stop consuming useless entertainment, and instead create some useless entertainment of your own.
And what value does “useless” entertainment hold? Well, what work is actually done when you lift weights at the gym? The effort itself is the value. Watching sports versus going to the gym is a lot like scrolling endlessly versus creating stories. One is passive. The other builds something in you.
Your stories can be silly or sad, strange or sincere. Just create. Writing is the practice of thinking, and far too few people spend much time truly thinking anymore.
Reading is wonderful—I love it, and you should too—but there comes a moment when you need to sit down and make something of your own. Try it. You might be surprised how much you’ve been needing this.
And if you’re shy about others reading what you write, that’s perfectly fine. Share it, or keep it secret. Many authors—myself included—use pen names because we’re shy, too. You’re in good company.

      [image: ]As for the picture captions: they’re there only to give you a gentle nudge if you need one. Feel free to ignore them completely. These are your stories now. 
And any instructions I’ve given about how to use this book? Treat them like the Pirate Code—more like guidelines, really.

      [image: ]This particular book leans toward science fiction—the kind that asks big questions while showing you strange places, unfamiliar technologies, and futures that feel just close enough to be possible. These prompts may place you aboard lonely starships, on distant planets, inside crumbling megacities, or at the quiet edge of first contact. You’ll encounter advanced machines, alien perspectives, and societies shaped by choices we haven’t made yet. But remember: science fiction isn’t really about gadgets or lasers—it’s about people, and how they change when the rules of reality shift. Let these images push you to wonder not just what this world is, but why it became this way, and who benefits, who suffers, and who still dares to hope among the stars. 






  
  The industrial zone never sleeps

[image: ]

Is this a dystopian world or the factory zone of a thriving economy, or is it something else? 
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  Farming operations

[image: ]

With such technology, surely there isn’t anyone starving in the federation…is there? 
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  Port of call

[image: ]

Is this a refueling stop or a place to drop off cargo and pick up a new contract, or is it the destination? 
[image: ]







  
  New worlds for new arrivals

[image: ]

Do they get along with humans? Are they peaceful or are they conquerors? 
[image: ]







  
  Nature observatory
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With a view like this, what could the scientists learn about this planet? 
[image: ]
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