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1.  ​Foreword
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A Scary Future For Humankind?: Crystal Ball Gazing? What Have We Done? What Can We Do?

The future of our world seems to look scarier and scarier by the day.

Very soon, serious effects of climate change will be upon us.

Wars will break out everywhere.

Nuclear weapons will be used, starting with the small tactical ones.

Trade wars and tariff wars will seriously damage the USA and the world.

What are we to do about this very scary future?

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

2.  ​US Hegemony
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American politics has for centuries gone through cycles of highly divergent rules by the Democratic party and the Republican party.

And yet, WW2 has made the USA, with its overwhelming military and economic strength, the undisputed hegemon of the world.

But the USA's increasingly confrontational and self-harming style of American politics and American democracy have serious and dangerous repercussions for the USA and for the whole world.
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3.  ​Trump's Empire
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Despite all previous turmoil, nothing seems to have prepared the USA adequately for the terrible disruptions caused by president Trump.

The USA from 2025 is literally Trump's empire, for him to do as he pleases.

What have the Americans done to themselves?
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4.  ​Changed USA
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Indeed, Trump has single-handedly dealt the most severe blow to America's status quo, especially to its longstanding liberalism and new wokeism.

He has made the USA a highly illiberal state that has started hot wars and trade wars with the rest of the world.

He has changed American foreign policies so much that Russia now seems to be the preferred friend of the USA that Europe previously was.

The future of the world's greatest military alliance, NATO, is now in question due to his changed US foreign policy.

Which of Trump's new policies are right, and which are wrong?

Only time will tell.
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5.  ​MAGA
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And, in implementingf domestic policies under MAGA, or Make America Great Again, Trump has deported thousands of migrants, even deporting some of them to high security prisons in third countries like El Salvador.

He has cut thousands of federal jobs, targeted his political enemies, liberal press and other public institutions, and even the universities.

In particular, Trump has cut federal funding to US foreign aid, to US education, and to US universities to punish liberal and DEI activities.
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6.  ​Harvard Targeted?
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This assault on US universities has been most noteworthy in the case of the hallowed Harvard university, even to the extent of Trump calling Harvard university “a joke that teaches hate and stupidity”. 

On 22 May 2025, the Trump administration ramped up its attack on Harvard by banning all foreign students from the university.

In a statement, the Department of Homeland Security said that Harvard had created an unsafe campus environment by allowing “anti-American, pro-terrorists agitators” on campus, and therefore thousands of current students must transfer to other schools or leave the country. 

The motive for this was quite clear when it further said that it was “holding Harvard accountable for fostering violence, antisemitism, and coordinating with the Chinese Communist Party on its campus”.

This is apparently a return to the good old days of American political paranoia and prejudice.

Incredibly, this action affects 6800 international students and scholars in Harvard, including about 2100 from China, 800 from India, 500 from Germany, 400 each from South Korea and UK, 260 from Japan, and 170 from Australia.

This and similar developments are sure to cause great disruptions and anxiety to a lot of foreign students in American universities.

The cutting of research funding and the severe scrutiny of academic staff in major research institutions around the USA will surely lead to the exodus of talented researchers and scholars to other countries.
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7.  ​Bigger America?
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Countries around the USA are clearly alarmed by Trump's audacious territorial designs to absorb Canada as its 51st state, to take over Panama canal, and to take Greenland away from Denmark for purported national security reasons.

In addition, there was his almost farcical plan of his to take over the Gaza strip after the end of the Israel-Hamas war, to build and transform it into a Middle East Riviera by relocating all the Gazans to neighboring countries.

It remains to be seen how these audacious Trump plans will turn out.
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8.  ​Police State?
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As for the highly significant and profitable US higher education sector, foreign students will henceforth find it too dangerous to enrol in USA universities.

This is because whatever they say publicly and privately and on social media can now be used against them, and expose them to the serious dangers of arrest and deportation to the terrorist mega-prison in El Salvador.

Tourists and legal skilled migrants will avoid the USA for the same fears of arbitrary arrest and deportation.

This has prompted some people to ask: is the USA becoming a police state?

That's indeed a good question.
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9.  ​World Trade

[image: ]


With Trump's tariffs war, world trade will surely be diminished.

And prosperity will decline all over the world.

The end of globalization will lead to closed trading blocs.

While this will depress the global economic growth rate significantly, it will also shorten the many supply chains and reduce the massive transportation industry and the high costs of transportation.

Ironically, this will lead to significant reduction of our carbon footprint and the consequential environmental impact of the colossal transport and travel industries.

But, as some prices go up, some prices will come down. 

There are also efficiency and environmental bonuses to be reaped in reduced people and goods movements.

Perhaps there is a silver lining in this dark cloud after all.
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