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Apologetics (from Greek meaning speaking in defence) is regarded as the discipline of defending religious doctrines through systematic argumentation and discourse.

When it comes to apologetics, many will say that God does not need defending. True. He is God. Yet we are in a covenant with God; therefore, God’s interest should be ours, and as God cherishes His Kingdom and Truth, so we must diligently and passionately uphold God’s Truth, along with the ‘culture’ of the eternal Kingdom. As ambassadors of reconciliation and citizens of the Kingdom, it should perturb us if the Kingdom, therefore, God’s truth and ways are under attack.

God indeed is almighty, but the Church has been established on earth to be His voice, to shine His light and to be the salt of the earth. If we are not going to stand up for the truth, are we truly shining our light and being the salt? If we fail to be concerned about rampant apostasy, growing deception, heresy, spiritual corruption and demonic activities, especially within the church, then we do we truly have the mind and heart of God? To stand up for God’s Kingdom does not mean God cannot defend Himself, it means we love God so much that is pains us deeply to see His Name being dragged through the mud and for Him to be mocked.

1 Peter 3:15 calls us to be prepared to give an answer for the hope that is within us, and to do so with gentleness and respect. Such is the nature of apologetics. We are not called to be silent in the wake of depravity, but neither judgmental in anger or criticism. We are called to uphold God’s truth and honour His Kingdom. 

If we look at the world today, then without a doubt, faith is under fire. I’m not talking about the religion of Christianity, but those who truly follow the Lord day and night. This world is rife with hell fire it continues to reject and rebel against God. There is a growing restlessness among people, for we can only find our peace in God. Augustine of Hippo said, “Thou hast made us for thyself, O Lord, and our heart is restless until it finds its rest in thee.” This world will continue to self-destruct as it continues on a path hell-bend on ignoring God.

In our own strength and wisdom, we shall flounder in this world of so much toil and danger. When we seek to rely on our own counsel and knowledge, the waves and the rain will blind and lead us away from the light of God. For God is our everlasting light, our everlasting hope and truth – His grace is more than sufficient to lead us through whatever predicament or challenge, no matter how great or small. His yoke is easy and His burden is light.  Indeed, the God of Peace is the deliverer of our crisis. It says in “John 14 (New International Version): 27Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.”

Yes, this world is on fire and true faith is under faith. This is not the time for true believers to be silent as we watch in horror as the world slides deeper into oblivion. All around us, it is a circus of chaos, where people are entrapped by fantastical and strange ideas, dreams, ambitions and desires. It is a world of drugs, sorcery, and greed, and where people are more inclined to believe in aliens and zombies than in the existence of a God.

For many, it is the New Age world. It is a world of the metaphysical, where there is not a person in heaven that answers to the name God, however, there is an apparent source of energy at work within us that we call God. Yes, this is the world we live in – where we embrace the universe and all its energy as our idea of divinity. For those who believe in this world of conscious evolution, God is seen as the primary force, or the main principle or energy at work throughout the universe that is within us all and that empowers us to turn our life from defeat to victory.

Sadly these days despite there being thousands of churches in the world, it seems the voice of Christianity is being heard less often. It is being drowned out by a cacophony of noise as people scramble to find their place in the sun.  It seems in this world of so much anger, confusion and hate, even believers have become more fearful, more doubtful, more anxious, and more like the world. And this has led to silencing in our declaration of being Christians, reflected in our actions, in our words, in our deeds and how we conduct ourselves every day of our lives.

In Acts 18 we read the following: “4But he [Paul] discoursed and argued in the synagogue every Sabbath and won over [both] Jews and Greeks.” Paul was like you and me. He was but a man. But he loved the Lord and sought to do His will. All believers have been mandated by Jesus to continually and with perseverance and persistence content and stand up for God’s truth and to seek to bring the lost into the Kingdom of our Lord. We after all live in a world of great pressure to conform to the world, to yield to its demands and its “truths” wrapped up in lies. Indeed, in many countries persecution against Christians is rife. The question remains: Are we going to stand our ground or recant? Are we going to remain standing with God, or bow to the pressure of the world?

Martin Luther was one such believer who refused to recant when he defied the Holy Roman Emperor Charles V. We live in a time where the synagogue of Satan is dressed up as churches, where hell is openly advocated and the devil is celebrated for the world to see. Yes, the devil is no longer hiding, even though so many, even Christians, deny his existence. In the midst of all of this turmoil and utter madness that has developed the world, are we going to recant when it comes to speaking God’s truth? Many will and many have already betrayed Jesus and His Truth. After all, it is about being accepted by this world. We after all seek to please man, not God, and so we are overwhelmed by idolatry and apostasy. Yes, many have and many will still deny the truth of the Lord, even deny His Sovereignty, His Divinity, the Trinity and that He actually died on the cross and rose again. It is already happening around us. Are we going to recant?

Luther faced the most powerful ruler at the time in Europe. He was faced with the full might of the Catholic Church. He was branded an outlaw and a heretic. Yet he did not recant. Paul the Apostle also never backed down. He believed the Gospel is for Jews and Gentiles. He never recanted. What will we do if we are in such a situation, facing the full might of political and religious powers? Are we prepared to be an outlaw and branded as a heretic? Are we prepared to be labelled as a rebel? Are we prepared to be persecuted and harassed? What price are we willing to pay for not recanting? What price are we willing to pay for standing with God? We might lose it all, this is true, but what gain is there to gain the entire world, yet we lose our relationship with the Lord?

Luther did something very brave. It was heroic. It took guts. Do we have such guts anymore? After all, we have become a church that loves to grumble, moan and complain. We are absorbed by the self and our own needs. We are no longer battle-ready or battle-weary. We have fallen asleep, fat on greed and want and need. Do we have the guts to stand up and not recant? Yet this is the question posed to us all. Are we going to recant? Are we going to deny and betray the Lord?

The cock crows again throughout the churches, and many will be found wanting. After all, we can compromise nothing. We either follow the entire truth of God or we walk in deception. As you truly and deeply search your heart, are you willing to remain standing for God? Be honest, because God cannot be mocked or fooled.

We stand in the valley of decision. We stand on Mount Carmel. It is time to choose. God or Baal? There is no middle path. There is no compromise.  Let us choose, and whatever we choose, may we pursue that course with conviction, for even a lukewarm believer is of little use. Lord, let your fire again burn in our bones. May we never recant. Never back down. Paul was not silenced, despite persecution, hardship, trials and tribulation. We cannot be silent. We need to make a choice, we need to make His truth known, and we need to speak and act in accordance with the Spirit. Our life should be a shout and a scream and a joyous song of our commitment, love and dedication to the throne of heaven.
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It is frightening to think that millions of people wake up every day believing there is no purpose or real meaning to life. They believe this because they do not believe in an infinite God who created all of us and who created heaven and earth.

For many, they enjoy the novel idea of the Big Bang theory. Simply put, it says the universe as we know it started with an infinitely hot and dense single point that inflated and stretched — first at unimaginable speeds, and then at a more measurable rate — over the next 13.8 billion years to the still-expanding cosmos that we know today. So the consensus among scientists, astronomers and cosmologists is that the Universe as we know it was created in a massive explosion that not only created the majority of matter but the physical laws that govern our ever-expanding cosmos.

While this is not the only modern theory of how the Universe came into being – for example, there is the Steady State Theory or the Oscillating Universe Theory – it is the most widely accepted and popular. People like the Big Bang theory because apparently, it allows for a reference point to argue against the existence of God. So yes, so many people wake up believing their lives have randomly come into existence because something created a big bang billions of years ago. What an absolutely frightening thought!

There is also of course a very popular comedy series with the same name as the theory. It is basically about brilliant physicists who apparently understand how the universe works while struggling to interact with people, especially women. This series popularised the Big Bang theory, pushing culture deeper into the abyss of questioning God.

The Big Bang Theory has certainly added its weight to the existential crisis facing man. It is a crisis of monumental proportions, yet not addressed. We are floundering in the muck of this post-modern world, and the Church and the therapists and the psychologists think they are making a difference to alleviate the crisis. Yet they all fail. Pastors have failed. Big churches have failed. The therapists and the psychologists have failed. Why: Because we have all plunged into seeking to address and correct this crisis in the natural realm. We lack the wisdom to seek how it is all connected to the spiritual realm. Yet man’s horrific gasp for salvation or some sense of salvation has gone unheard, or even worse, it has been answered by the charlatans, the greedy and corrupted.

Man finds himself in this unstable crisis because wisdom has departed from his lips; wisdom concerning the realms of the spirit, soul and body. It is the wisdom of the Lore of the Heavenly Realm, where man, reborn spiritually, is supposed to be walking in the dominion of the spiritual and natural realms.  Man has systematically chosen to push divinity aside, choosing to seek his own salvation and meaning. Man has plunged himself into a crisis of epidemic proportions, for man was made by divinity and should be ruled by divinity. We have chosen to believe that we are on earth by random chance and that this world and the universe flowed from a big bang.

It reminds me of the message behind the well-known song The Sound of Silence written by Simon & Garfunkel. Garfunkel, introducing the song at a live performance (with Simon) in Harlem, in June 1966, summed up the song's meaning as "the inability of people to communicate with each other, not particularly intentionally but especially emotionally, so what you see around you are people unable to love each other." We are living in a world where people are becoming alienated from themselves and from others because we have alienated ourselves from God. Only in God is our true purpose and hope. We only find our sense of belonging in God, for God is our creator.

The song begins with the famous line, “Hello darkness, my old friend.” This is a meme often used to express despair or existential angst. There is, however, nothing funny about the opening line, because so many people are living in the darkness of fear and anxiety because of the existential crisis that overwhelms them. As we reject God who is light, we embrace the darkness and within the darkness, all hope, joy and love are suffocated.

A lot of people have become aware of NASA's James Webb Space Telescope, which is an infrared space observatory that launched on December 25, 2021. The $10 billion telescope — NASA's largest and most powerful space science telescope — is on a journey to probe the cosmos to uncover the history of the universe from the supposed Big Bang to alien planet formation and beyond. This is part of the ongoing questions that mankind keeps asking, such as how did we get here, are we alone in the universe, and how does the universe work? To help answer such questions, NASA build this incredible telescope and sent it to orbit the Sun, 1.5 million kilometres away from the Earth! Granted, the images sent back so far by the telescope have been astounding, making many people very excited as we peek deeper into the cosmos.

Yes, the cosmos is exciting and incredible because God has made it! While mankind hopes to find answers by peering deeper into space, what they should be realising is what they are seeing is the evidence of God’s existence! We marvel at the great inventions of man, yet we dismiss the reality that God has made everything – including everything on earth and everything in the cosmos (which keeps on expanding). We are surrounded by god’s incredible handiwork, yet remain blinded by our pride and arrogance. What remains incredible is how mankind keeps on embarking on explorations to find the meaning to everything, yet all that you have to do is to ask God! You do not have to build a billion-dollar telescope and sent it to the sun to find the meaning of life, the universe or anything else you might want to know. Just be still, and seek God and God shall answer.

In Deuteronomy, 30, the Lord offered the choice of life and death to the Israelites. It says, “11 “For this commandment which I command you today is not too mysterious for you, nor is it far off. 12 It is not in heaven, that you should say, ‘Who will ascend into heaven for us and bring it to us, that we may hear it and do it?’ 13 Nor is it beyond the sea, that you should say, ‘Who will go over the sea for us and bring it to us, that we may hear it and do it?’ 14 But the word is very near you, in your mouth and in your heart, that you may do it.” Jesus died on the cross so that we may all know God, and be able to speak to Him! He is not a billion miles away, He is with us all right here and right now! He is longing for people to reach out to Him, and in that union, we find all angst melts and our existential crisis weakens.

It is the reality of “Revelation 3:20 Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and dine with him, and he with Me.” This connects with Luke 11: “9 “So I say to you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. 10 For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened.”

Man’s constant quest to find answers reminds me of the time when the legendary Stephen Hawking died at the age 76. His death followed the passing of Dr Billy Graham at the age of 99. There were two legendary men, living worlds – even cosmos – apart as the one sought answers in the outer reaches of the galaxy, while the other led millions to acceptance at the hands of divinity.  

For those who do not know, Hawking explained the complex workings of the universe to the masses in his writings as he hunted for the elusive “theory of everything”. The physicist, who suffered from a debilitating neurological disorder, became one of the most famous voices in the sciences even as he communicated via a synthesised-speech box. Hawking studied and explained complex theories of space, time, black holes and relativity. Hawking made the statement that humans should go and live in space within the next 1 000 years, or it will die out on a fragile planet.

On the other hand, Graham was regarded as one of the greatest evangelists of our time and found that the theory of everything in the Lord he professed and declared for decades. It is reckoned he preached to live audiences of nearly 215 million people in more than 185 countries and territories through various meetings. It is also recorded he had reached hundreds of millions more through television, video, film, and webcasts.

So, Hawking pursued a life of discovering why the universe exists, while Graham continued on his path of explaining the existence of the universe within a spiritual context. Two remarkable men indeed, operating on the opposite scales of life – both of them explorers in their own right. One explored the cosmos, the other the inner working of man’s soul.

Still today, mankind remains on a journey through life. In all honesty, many people are caught in the middle of the world of Hawking and the world of Graham. After all, how many people on this planet are truly concerned with the complex theories of space, time, black holes and relativity? Let us be honest, most of us are more concerned with the black holes in our bank accounts. And then we also have to worry about all kinds of strange diseases and mutated bacteria. And for Graham, despite all his endearing and passionate efforts, the reality is mankind keeps slipping deeper into secularism, where we all more than ever consumed by the now, the tangible, the “seen”, and the reality we experience around us.

Man will embroil himself in countless adventures, relationships, career-embarking, and empire-building strategies, along with self-motivational, self-enlightenment dramas and spiralling notions of temporary grandeur. Yet man wakes up every morning, and he is battered by haunted winds – for this existential crisis is one of the deep fears and even deeper rejections. He fears loneliness, poverty, being insignificant, feeling unwanted and unneeded – a man wakes up every day in a state of existential crisis, for he analyses his very existence.

And there are a myriad of questions that rage and challenges that rise like bile: Is he successful? Is he making a difference? Does anybody love him? Is there a god? Why doesn’t that person love him? Who cares about him? What about a new job? How to please the partner? How to please the children? Who am I? Why am I here? What is the meaning of this all? I want to be someone else?  Am I lost spiritually? Am I unhealthy? When will I die? Am I poor? It is a whirlwind of fear and indecision. It is a hurricane of doubt and chaos. So man seeks to find some kind of sanity and some kind of sense to his very existence. He will try anything to negate the existential crisis.

This world has been plunged into this crisis for individuals have chosen to create the meaning and essence of their lives, as opposed to it being created for them by deities or authorities or defined by the true Ancient Ways of the Eternal Living God. This crisis is like man trying to lead himself out of a labyrinth armed with a dying candle. For those who follow God, the labyrinth of life and existence may remain perplexing and complicated at times, dark and dank, yet it is not a place of total despair. For to the saint, God becomes their guide and their light and true source of hope to navigate through the tunnels into everlasting and glorious light.

Man’s adventures and quest, at times bizarre, quirky or even self-destructive, remains like a warm jacket that one cannot shed on a humid day. Without God, despite man’s efforts, his endeavours remain poor in finding true answers and hope for the meaning of existence. In God, the saint is liberated and set free by the Son of God. 

In God, the saints strive for a higher ideal and a higher sense of need and want. The saint lives for the Kingdom of God and not for his own kingdom.

The central proposition of existentialism is that existence precedes essence. This amounts to the assertion that the outer manifestation (existence) of an entity is more determinative than its inner being (essence). Asserting that "existence precedes essence" is a rebellion against God, who is the very essence of all things and whose existence precedes our temporary existence. In simpler terms, existentialism is a philosophy concerned with finding self and the meaning of life through free will, choice, and personal responsibility. The belief is that people are searching to find out who and what they are throughout life as they make choices based on their experiences, beliefs, and outlook.

This existential crisis has forced man to be defined only insofar as he acts and that he is responsible for his actions. You can choose to act in a different way and to be a good person instead of a cruel person. Here it is also clear that since man can choose to be either cruel or good, he is, in fact, neither of these things essentially. To claim, then, that existence precedes essence is to assert that there is no such predetermined essence to be found in man. Instead, what one finds is the concrete lived life of each individual. As Sartre puts it in his Existentialism is Humanism: "man first of all exists, encounters himself, surges up in the world – and defines himself afterwards."

Existentialism tends to focus on the question of human existence and the conditions of this existence. What is meant by existence is the concrete life of each individual, and his concrete ways of being in the world. Even though this concrete individual existence must be the primary source of information in the study of man, certain conditions are commonly held to be "endemic" to human existence.  These conditions are usually in some way related to the inherent meaninglessness or absurdity of the earth and its apparent contrast with our pre-reflexive lived lives which normally present themselves to us as meaningful. A central theme is that since the world "in-itself" is absurd, that is, "not fair," and then a meaningful life can at any point suddenly lose all its meaning.

The reasons why this happens are many, ranging from a tragedy that "tears a person's world apart," to the results of an honest inquiry into one's own existence.

In the end, existentialism becomes the search and journey for true self and true personal meaning in life. Yet, as the existential thinkers have realised, without God there is only angst, fears and incompleteness. The extreme side of this coin of seeking a life without divinity is the trend toward nihilism. Nihilism (from the Latin nihil, nothing) is a philosophical position that argues that existence is without objective meaning, purpose, or intrinsic value. Nihilists generally assert some or all of the following:

The existential crisis, and therefore nihilism as well, has deepened because man lives for himself, and in a sense pursues the wants and needs as set out in the Maslow theory. This state of existence is self-destructive, for only in God is there true meaning and purpose. Without God being the light and the way, we will keep on floundering through the storms of life.  The existential crisis of mankind has especially deepened over the last 30 years as the secular society has blossomed, heralding in greater wants for materialism, while at the same time, the post-modern world has caused societies to become disassociated with divinity.

Romans 1: 20For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse: 21Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened. 22Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools, 23And changed the glory of the incorruptible God into an image made like to corruptible man, and to birds, and four-footed beasts, and creeping things. 24Wherefore God also gave them up to uncleanness through the lusts of their own hearts, to dishonour their own bodies between themselves: 25Who changed the truth of God into a lie and worshipped and served the creature more than the Creator, who is blessed for ever. Amen. 26For this cause God gave them up unto vile affections: for even their women did change the natural use into that which is against nature: 27And likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust one toward another; men with men working that which is unseemly, and receiving in themselves that recompense of their error which was meet. 28And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate mind, to do those things which are not convenient; 29Being filled with all unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity; whisperers, 30Backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents, 31Without understanding, covenant breakers, without natural affection, implacable, unmerciful: 32Who knowing the judgment of God, that they which commit such things are worthy of death, not only do the same, but have pleasure in them that do them.

Jesus said that He is the truth, the way and life. There is no other answer to man’s general existential crisis. In a way, before we knew Christ and even after our redemption, we suffer from these existential fears. Why? This is the question we have to answer for ourselves, yet the answer can only rest in the notion that we fail to give our lives fully and completely unto the Lord.

In God’s love, we are redeemed, restored and no longer rejected. In His love we belong, we know who we are, and we are no longer condemned. Evidence of such great love is found in the story of the Prodigal Son (Luke 15:11-32). For when the son returned home, he no longer felt alienated, for now, he belonged. Without God, we shall always be haunted by a sense of alienation, for only when we return to our divine Father – He who is the Father of all – do we find our true home and rest.

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

More porridge, please


[image: ]


‘Please, sir, I want some more.’ This is the famous line from Charles Dickens' novel called Oliver Twist. The line is spoken by Oliver, who, as an orphan, was collecting his plate of food from the cook. He was desperate with hunger and reckless with misery. In the preceding paragraphs, Dickens described the meagre ‘starvation’ rations that the boys were given in the workhouse. Oliver is then elected by the other boys to go up to the master after finishing his evening supper meal and ask for more food.

Do you know there is worldwide spiritual starvation even in churches, but just as the cook was angry at Oliver’s audacious plea, many believers are still not being properly fed? I am talking of spiritual nourishment, having to deal with crumbs and ‘stale porridge’ of little substance and worth. The ones who are supposed to be ‘feeding’ the congregants are ‘feeding’ themselves to satisfy their appetite for more fame and fortune. 

In John 21, a resurrected Jesus approached Peter to restore him to his ministry following the disciple’s betrayal of His divine master. While having breakfast, Jesus said to him: “15 So when they had eaten breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me more than these?” He said to Him, “Yes, Lord; You know that I love You.” He said to him, “Feed My lambs.” 16 He said to him again a second time, “Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me?” He said to Him, “Yes, Lord; You know that I love You.” He said to him, “Tend My sheep.” 17 He said to him the third time, “Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me?” Peter was grieved because He said to him the third time, “Do you love Me?” And he said to Him, “Lord, You know all things; You know that I love You.”

Jesus was speaking of spiritual food, therefore, feeding people with God’s authoritative Word. This is in fulfilment of the Great Commission of Matthew 28, where Jesus commands His disciples to teach them (those who are willing to listen to the Gospel) to observe all things that I have commanded you (verse 20). This has not been happening in churches. People are malnourished, for they have not been ‘fed’ properly. They have been given meagre rations of the Word, and many times, simply not the true Gospel at all!  The church is suffering because the true Word in all its substance, depth, value and authority is not being properly taught and shared. Another problem is that believers simply do not read or study their Bible, resulting in even greater spiritual malnourishment,  

The reality is that we are all called as children of God to sit at the table of the Lord, and not merely feed off the crumbs on the floor. What does this mean? To sit at the table of the Lord implies being in fellowship with the Lord, and to be in fellowship means to be in His council and to share in His fullness. It means walking in the fullness of the Lord and dwelling in His glorious presence.

For too long, believers have thought they were not allowed to come and sit in fellowship with the Lord at the Table, and for too long, we have thought we are meant to only live on the crumbs of fellowship and spiritual food that is being provided to us, mainly by the clergy. There is this notion that only certain spiritual leaders [those who have studied and are ordained] can sit in the counsel of the Lord. This is not true. This was the reason for the Dark Ages – it was a time of limited knowledge, and people were kept in bondage because of a lack of knowledge.

It says in “Hosea 4:6 my people are destroyed from lack of knowledge.” Before the invention of mass publishing and mass communication, people were easily held in bondage by withholding knowledge. There is, however, no excuse for any believer to suffer spiritually because of a lack of knowledge. There is no excuse because our greatest source of Truth – God Himself – is always available by the Spirit to lead us in all truth. We also live in a time of global accessibility of all knowledge, and yes, knowledge is power. We have no excuse if we live spiritually in the ‘Dark Ages’, because it is up to every believer to find God and to walk in His Truth.

The same Scripture out of Hosea also says: “Because you have rejected knowledge, also reject you as my priests; because you have ignored the law of your God, I also will ignore your children.” We must continue to walk in God’s wisdom, knowledge and truth. We can only do so if we sit at the table with Him, meaning that we know Him, fellowship with Him and know His Kingdom. Otherwise, we are satisfied with second-hand knowledge and run the risk of rejecting the true knowledge of the Lord. 

The division in the church of laity and clergy is among the greatest reasons why many believers are still living in the spiritual Dark Ages. The concept of having a laity and clergy is termed Sacerdotalism, which is the belief that propitiatory sacrifices for sin require the intervention of a priest. That is, it is the belief that a special, segregated order of men, called the priesthood, is the only one that can commune directly with God or the gods. This system of the priesthood is exemplified by the priests in the Old Testament.  The term sacerdotalism comes from the Latin sacerdos, priest, literally one who presents sacred offerings (from sacer, sacred), and dare, to give. 

Hebrews 12 speaks of our new spiritual meeting with God: “8 You have not come to a mountain that can be touched and that is burning with fire; to darkness, gloom and storm; 19 to a trumpet blast or to such a voice speaking words that those who heard it begged that no further word be spoken to them, 20 because they could not bear what was commanded: “If even an animal touches the mountain, it must be stoned to death.” 21 The sight was so terrifying that Moses said, “I am trembling with fear.” 22 But you have come to Mount Zion, to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem. You have come to thousands upon thousands of angels in joyful assembly, 23 to the church of the firstborn, whose names are written in heaven. You have come to God, the Judge of all, to the spirits of the righteous made perfect, 24 to Jesus the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel. 25 See to it that you do not refuse him who speaks. If they did not escape when they refused him who warned them on earth, how much less will we, if we turn away from him who warns us from heaven? 26 At that time his voice shook the earth, but now he has promised, “Once more I will shake not only the earth but also the heavens.” 27 The words “once more” indicate the removing of what can be shaken—that is, created things—so that what cannot be shaken may remain. 28 Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us be thankful, and so worship God acceptably with reverence and awe, 29 for our “God is a consuming fire.”

Yet so many believers today forsake this privilege of MEETING GOD, remaining at their proverbial tents, meaning they are content to never fellowship with Him or know Him intimately. They are still content to wait for the pastor or spiritual leader to enter God’s Presence and bring back God’s Word. But this is not why Jesus died and rose from the grave. He paid the price so that we all can enter into God’s Presence to enter into His glory. We are not merely called to wait at the bottom of the mountain as we watch the pastor meet God, but this is exactly what is happening in churches. We wait for our earthly shepherd instead of getting up from our spiritual floor to head up the mountain ourselves. We cannot just rely on someone telling us what the Lord has said, but it is time to hear for ourselves what the Lord says! This is the only way to discern what truth is and what deception is. 

Our spiritual walk is ultimately a singular walk of fellowship. No one can fellowship with God or have an intimate relationship with the Lord on our behalf. God wants us all to approach Him and to seek Him, and thus know Him personally. For too long, we have simply called upon the clergy [pastors, spiritual leaders] to seek God on our behalf. That is not what God intended. He intended all believers to seek Him, to be taught by Him and to be guided by Him. It is because we have not sought Him and entered into fellowship that we blindingly follow leaders who teach false doctrines, or are seduced by false spirits. If we are in fellowship with God, then we will know Him and His voice and His truth (John 10). 

Those who truly know God by spending time in His Presence will not be seduced or deceived by this world or the devil. God has always intended for man to enjoy His fullness. He has always intended for man to enjoy being in His Presence and worshipping Him.  This is what it means to sit at the Table of God – fellowship.

Of Jesus, it says in “Colossians 1: 15 The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 16 For in him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been created through him and for him. 17 He is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18 And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy. 19 For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, 20 and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross.21 Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds because of your evil behaviour. 22 But now he has reconciled you by Christ’s physical body through death to present you holy in his sight, without blemish and free from accusation— 23 if you continue in your faith, established and firm, and do not move from the hope held out in the gospel. This is the gospel that you heard and that has been proclaimed to every creature under heaven, and of which I, Paul, have become a servant.”

God has never intended for us to only enjoy a portion of Him, or of His mercy, or of His grace, or of His counsel, but to enjoy the fullness of His glory while we are still on earth. This is reflected in “John 15: 1 I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. 3 You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. 4 Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. 5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If you do not remain in me, you are like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. 7 If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.”

Only when we remain in Jesus will we bear much fruit. Only when we are in His Presence do we dwell in His glory, in His fullness and in His mighty divine nature. God has always intended for us to enjoy the fullness of His company and to enjoy the fullness of His splendour and glory in our lives as we serve and honour Him. For this reason, the Holy Spirit was poured out (John 8, John 16) so that the Spirit - our Parakletos - can be our help, our advocate, our strength and our portion in our spiritual walk.

We are reminded of the fullness of the Lord and enjoying such a fullness in Him when we read “Revelation 19:  9 Then the angel said to me, “Write this: Blessed are those who are invited to the wedding supper of the Lamb!” And he added, “These are the true words of God.” Praise the Lord! We are called to feast with the Lord, not just in eternity, but also while on earth. This hardly implies the priority of earthly or materialistic prosperity, but rather above all spiritual blessing and maturity.  Jesus alludes to this great day of rejoicing in His parable found in “Matthew 22: 1 And Jesus answered and spoke to them again by parables and said: 2 “The kingdom of heaven is like a certain king who arranged a marriage for his son, 3 and sent out his servants to call those who were invited to the wedding; and they were not willing to come. 4 Again, he sent out other servants, saying, ‘Tell those who are invited, “See, I have prepared my dinner; my oxen and fatted cattle are killed, and all things are ready. Come to the wedding.”’ 5 But they made light of it and went their ways, one to his own farm, another to his business. 6 And the rest seized his servants, treated them spitefully, and killed them. 7 But when the king heard about it, he was furious. And he sent out his armies, destroyed those murderers, and burned up their city. 8 Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding is ready, but those who were invited were not worthy. 9 Therefore go into the highways, and as many as you find, invite to the wedding.’ 10 So those servants went out into the highways and gathered together all whom they found, both bad and good. And the wedding hall was filled with guests. 11 “But when the king came in to see the guests, he saw a man there who did not have on a wedding garment. 12 So he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you come in here without a wedding garment?’ And he was speechless. 13 Then the king said to the servants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, take him away, and cast him into outer darkness; there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 14 “For many are called, but few are chosen.”

Indeed, those who follow the Lord and who overcome this world and the ways of the devil, will forever sit at the wedding table with the Lord, feasting in His glory, in His life, and in His hope. The Lord INVITES us to sit at His Table and to feast as His guests. We cannot bribe our way to sit around the Table, neither can we fool or deceive the Lord. We can take our rightful place at the Table through RELATIONSHIP with God. Indeed, the Lord knows who serves Him and who only tries to please Him through empty words, promises and selfish actions. Matthew 7: 21 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 22 Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name and in your name drive out demons and in your name perform many miracles?’ 23 Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!’

In the Old Testament, we find the story of the manna that was given in the wilderness as an answer to the people’s plight. Daily, manna was supernaturally provided, but they could not store up the manna.  Every day the people had to eat what they received and could not store up, for this was a show of faith and trust in the Lord. Yet, we also read in “Exodus 16: 27 Now it happened that some of the people went out on the seventh day to gather, but they found none. 28 And the LORD said to Moses, “How long do you refuse to keep My commandments and My laws? 29 See! For the LORD has given you the Sabbath; therefore He gives you on the sixth day bread for two days. Let every man remain in his place; let no man go out of his place on the seventh day.” 30 So the people rested on the seventh day. 31 And the house of Israel called its name Manna. And it was like white coriander seed, and the taste of it was like wafers made with honey.”

Isn’t it amazing how they simply could not trust or have faith in the Lord? But this is what the Table is all about – it is about fellowship with the Lord, placing our faith and trust in Him and knowing that He will provide for all our needs. The manna was given during the days of Moses. The people were truly living on the crumbs of what God wanted to give to them – nothing more and nothing less.  However, God has never intended for us under the Covenant of the Blood to scratch and to claw for provision, thus, living only by the crumbs. We now live under the Blood Covenant of the Lamb, thus the fullness of God living in us through the Spirit.

When the people entered the Promised Land, the promise of provision was now under their feet [land of Canaan]. They still had to obey the Lord to trust in His practical and spiritual provision, so the provision of the manna was replaced by the abundance of the land. As long as the people followed the Lord, obeyed Him and worshipped Him, He would then send the former and latter rains, and the land will yield its produce. This is why all the feasts of old, including tithing, were tied in with the Promised Land, because the land was the inheritance of Israel.

As Gentiles, our inheritance is not physical land, but heaven, and the spiritual abundant provision of the Kingdom of God. For us to enjoy the practical and spiritual blessings of the Lord, we also need to remain obedient to God’s way, His Truth and His Word. Even though the people lived in the Promised Land, they still had to trust and have faith in God for their daily provision; for such a reason, we also pray (Matthew 5) that the Lord will provide for our daily bread. In Matthew 5, Jesus urges us not to worry about tomorrow because the Lord will take care of us day by day.

We no longer live merely under the old dispensation of the manna, but we live in the fullness of the Lord. When the Holy Spirit leads us, we are being led by the fullness of God, not merely a portion. We operate in the fullness of the Kingdom of Heaven, but to enjoy the fullness of the Lord’s presence and provision, supernaturally and spiritually as a priority, we need to remain in fellowship with the Lord and to seek Him and to love Him all the days of our lives. Remember Colossians 1, which speaks of Jesus - 19 For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him.

You have to love “Psalm 73:26: My flesh and my heart fail; But God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever”, and also “Psalm 16:5: O Lord, You are the portion of my inheritance and my cup; You maintain my lot.” Our joy and fulfilment in this life do not merely depend on what happens in this earthly and temporary realm, for people and this world will fail us, but we trust in our God who is our portion of strength, hope and strength. Hebrews 6 says, “19We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure. It enters the inner sanctuary behind the curtain, 20where Jesus, who went before us, has entered on our behalf. He has become a high priest forever, in the order of Melchizedek.”

As we follow the Lord, we can be assured and be at peace for the living Lord, by His Word, will forever be our life anchor – immovable, infallible, incorruptible and always faithful! What a hope and what a blessing to know that God - the defender of Israel and the defender of His children - is indeed with us and not against us (Romans 8:31), and that in the storms and the still waters, He remains the anchor that grounds us and that keeps us steady and who will keep us on course.

This is thus what it means to fellowship with the Lord at the Table – practical and spiritual provision, which comes by walking in God’s wisdom, truth and counsel. We know Him is our anchor, our hope and our portion. God is both a practical and supernatural God, so He provides for us practically and supernaturally. This means practically we still have to make the right choices, follow God’s advice, and labour in wisdom. But then we must also trust and have faith in His supernatural provision.

We have to remember the people of Israel understood the concept of manna and how their forefathers lived day by day by gathering up the manna.  But we have to understand that God's provision, which is abundance, is today not merely limited to crumbs, but it is the fullness of heaven. To be seated at the Table of the Lord is about His abundance [foremost spiritual], His provision, His security, His wisdom and His strength. Yes, we will have tough times and we will have difficult days, but when we are seated with the Lord, He will provide us with the wisdom and the insight to deal with such troubling times. During the days of Joseph, there was famine across Egypt. The Lord, however, appointed Joseph to a key position so that with God’s wisdom and insight, he countered the famine by storing up enough grain (Genesis 41).  A shortage was coming to Egypt, but God strategically moved Joseph into a position so that he could be influential.

“Revelation 3 (New International Version): 20 Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with that person, and they with me.”  Ah, how glorious and how thought-provoking and how clear are not the promises of the Lord! For indeed, and it remains forever true, that the Lord is knocking at the door of every heart that has ever beaten on earth, and His words are beyond argument – the Lord Almighty will answer, He will come into our lives, and He will make His home in us. He desires to fellowship with us and share Him with us!

What an extraordinary promise and hope in a world filled with uncertainty, fear, doubt and confusion. Yet with the Lord, there is no uncertainty, doubt or confusion - He will come in and He will dine with us. This underlines the everlasting promise of God in  John 3:16 (Amplified Bible): For God so greatly loved and dearly prized the world that He [even] gave up His only begotten (unique) Son, so that whoever believes in (trusts in, clings to, relies on) Him shall not perish (come to destruction, be lost) but have eternal (everlasting) life.

In first-century Jewish culture, eating together wasn't a casual endeavour. Jews didn't just "do lunch." When you ate with someone in that culture, you indicated your acceptance of that person and your desire for an intimate friendship. This was especially true if the meal took place in a private home. Luke takes pains to emphasise in his writings that the early Christians ate together in their homes. He uses the rather awkward Greek phrase, "they broke at home bread." In other words, they welcomed each other into their homes and their lives by sharing food.

Therefore, eating together underlines the point of fellowship, namely, that it is so much more than casual friendliness. When the early believers ate together, they opened, not just their homes, but their lives to each other. It is when the Jews ate together that they would open their hearts to each other in the context of eating.  And this is exactly what God is promising in Revelation 3:20. When we allow Him into our homes, we invite Him into our lives, and so there is an indication of acceptance and a two-way desire for intimate friendship. We accept Him as Lord, and we are adopted in His Kingdom as sons and daughters. What a certain promise and hope!

But the process of opening the door and supping with the Lord speaks of action, therefore a willing decision and a desired response to the knocking. The Lord indeed knocks at our hearts, and He wants to have a real relationship with us, but He won’t break down the door. He comes and knocks and so there has to be a reaction on our part.

The idea of supping with the Lord is conveyed in the Last Supper when the 12 disciples were having a meal with Jesus. The Lord extended the invitation to the disciples to have a meal with Him, indicating His desire to have a relationship with them that will extend into eternity. And indeed, as they broke bread and shared from the cup, such a desire spoke of the covenant made between Jesus and His disciples and by that covenant He became Lord, Saviour and the master of their lives.

Let us just pause here and ponder this – when we sup with the Lord, it is not merely a question of having a “meal” with Him. We come into a relationship – therefore a covenant – with Him. And by that covenant, we have to open our lives and our hearts to Him so that He will be master of all our affairs. The Lord thus desires to sup with us so that He becomes the one who will look after us.

When the disciples dined at the Table with Jesus during the Last Supper, it was such a powerful
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