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Introduction


America today is full of great hot rods. In fact the scene is probably bigger and more diverse than it has ever been in its short history. So just how do you do justice to the many great cars out there cruising the highways of this country, and choose what rods to include in a book called Great American Hot Rods?

For a start, and as part of the overall answer, maybe it’s advisable to set out what this book isn’t. Certainly, it isn’t an attempt to document, in some sort of running order, all the cars which we consider to be the greatest hot rods. That would indeed be an impossible task, as the matter is totally subjective. Everyone has his/her own favorite cars from hot rodding history. So, while some hot rods have undoubtedly had more long-lasting influence over the hobby than others, and are rightly considered milestone cars, they are already so well known, they do not require yet another book to underline the point.

So, instead, while we have attempted to include some of those cars, we also present you with a much wider picture of hot rodding – old and new, in many different styles – high-buck, low-buck and all points in between. They all make up the huge hobby we enjoy today. Therefore, by definition, they really are all “great” hot rods. Consequently, don’t be surprised to find an “America’s Most Beautiful Roadster” winner from days gone by on one page, and on the next a hardcore jalopy that’s all raw welds, attitude and grinding flash. We hope that you’ll appreciate the differences of build style, while still recognizing the vision and dedication required to bring both types of hot rod from dream to reality.

As well as these two contrasting styles, we have an exciting and fascinating mix of cool machinery and have tried to touch base with as many different makes, models and build styles as possible. For example, from the early days of hot rodding we have the modified Model Ts from the rural dirt tracks with their tuned 4-bangers. From the early West Coast scene are their salt flat racer cousins, whose pioneers did much to further the tuning capabilities of the Flathead Ford V8. The names of many of these builders and drivers live in the forms of well-known brand names of speed equipment.


[image: A vintage hot rod with a black body, red wheels, exposed front suspension, and an open cockpit is parked on the street. A plain white wall serves as the backdrop behind the car.]
A real survivor from the fifties, this ’32 roadster has seen and done it all and still wears its hand rubbed black lacquer from 1959.


Moving along the time line to the late 1940s, the ’32 Ford, or “Deuce,” introduced Henry Ford’s affordable V8. It was a cheap and widely-available used car, easily worked on and easily hopped up for more power. All over the country, roadster clubs and timing associations were 7formed. Speed test events and reliability runs became fun ways to enjoy the stripped-down, open-wheeled hot roadsters, or “hot rods,” as they soon became known. Unfortunately, as is often the case with any new craze that the “establishment” doesn’t seem to understand, some rather bad press followed-fueled by lurid tales of speedcrazy teenagers and highway wrecks, etc.

In order to counter this, the National Hot Rod Association was formed. It provided a governing body for hot rodding and promoted responsible and safe driving practices. A result of this was to take racing off the streets and provide purpose-built facilities for weekend racers. In this way, organized drag racing was born.

However, at about this point, the hot rodding story met a fork in the road, as it were. Drag racing became a whole new sport of its own, growing through the 1950s and 1960s to the major, corporate-sponsored, TV and spectator-oriented spectacle that it is today. Since rodding and drag racing share a common ancestry, we’ve included a few racecars in the book, but only the ones where the links between street and strip remain recognizable. In other words, still being hot rods and not purpose-built competition cars such as rail dragsters, etc.

Hot rodding grew rapidly with the onset of the 1950’s boom years. With the combined influences of a growing speed equipment industry and the nationwide availability of monthly hot rod-orientated publications, it was easier than ever to put together a hot rod or cool custom car. By this time, there was also a much wider variety of rodded body styles to be seen on the streets. Roadsters were (and still are) the favorite cars to build, but hopped, chopped and dropped coupes and pickups too became drive-in favorites. Sedan body styles were still rare, though; they remained rather too “Mom and Pop” for most young rodders.


[image: A close-up of a vintage hot rod car with an exposed, detailed engine, parked in a cemetery. Several gravestones stand behind the car, all elements clearly visible in the foreground and background.]
Hardcore hot rods typically use whatever old parts look right rather than stick to a rigid formula, a ’39 truck grille, REO headlamps and a Buick Nailhead V8 all come together in this cool Chevy Coupe.


In most ways, the 1950s remain the most influential decade of all in hot rodding. Even today, by far the majority of so-called “traditional” and indeed “hardcore” rods reflect the styles of this period – as will be evident as you look through this book. After all, it was in this decade that rodding experienced the rise of the popular indoor car shows. These were where regular guys building cars at home often saw the trends first-hand – trends such as pinstriping, custom bodywork, metallic paint finishes, rolled and pleated interiors and an extensive use of chrome. All these features were soon seen regularly on 8street-driven cars, and a combination of these tricks usually still denotes a 1950s-style hot rod.


[image: Close-up of a red vintage hot rod with a large, shiny chrome engine exposed. The car has whitewall tires and classic lines, parked on a paved road. Only the front portion is visible in the frame.]
For some hot rodders, you can never have enough chrome, as the fully detailed engine of this ’32 Coupe proves.


As the 1950s became the 1960s, fads and trends seemed to come and go much faster, probably due to parallel, rapid social changes. However, the small-block Chevrolet V8, first introduced in 1955, soon became the engine of choice for hot rodders. It quickly eclipsed the previous popularity of the venerable Flathead. Surf music came and went, but for a while, Woodie wagons were the car to have, especially if you lived on the West Coast

However, the most far-reaching trend of the 1960s was the introduction of the factory muscle car. Up to this point, most hot rods had been able easily to outperform anything that Detroit built, simply by virtue of a powerful motor in a lightweight body. But the introduction of the commercial “pony-cars” meant that horsepower was available to anyone with enough money or access to a credit line, regardless of whether or not they could wield a welding torch.

This was easily-obtained, instant street cool and had the effect of drastically reducing the number of hot rods on the streets. Many of those who stayed with rodding took their cars almost exclusively to the drag strips – getting their kicks on the quarter-mile and taking advantage of the still-growing performance parts industry. A few moved into the ever wilder show car world; that scene itself then branched off into the construction of some wild, cartoon-inspired creations that rarely saw street use – that is, if they actually ran at all!

Probably the biggest and most lasting innovation of the 91960s still with us was the introduction of fiberglass reproduction bodies; in particular, the Fad “T” or T-bucket. The simple design of the T roadster’s frame, plus the minimal bodywork involved, made them easy to produce in simple kit form. So, the open-engined, mag-wheeled, high-topped T became the hot rod icon of the 1960s.


[image: Three old, dusty cars stand side by side inside a sunlit wooden garage or barn, each with their front wheels absent and engines clearly visible. Sunlight streams through the wooden structure onto the vehicles.]
A mouth watering prospect for any hot rodder, an array of old Fords sits in this barn awaiting the welding torch and spray gun.


With the 1970s came a renewed interest in street driven hot rods. In addition, the formation of the National Street Rod Association did much to bring the building of pre- ’49 body-styled cars back from the negative associations of the bad old “hot rod” days, re-christening them “Street Rods.” The NSRA continued to promote “street rodding” as a safe family hobby through their larger and larger nationwide events, regularly attracting thousands of participants and visitors. Hot rodding was now socially acceptable.

Hollywood also played its part in renewing interest in the older cars through the release of American Graffiti, a movie that, for the first time, presented hot rods and the California cruising scene to a new generation of hot rodders the world over. In turn, this helped fuel the first real nostalgia boom for all things 1950’s. A few rodders even started building real “hot rods” again, since the majority of the scene had become top heavy with “Restorods” – being mostly cars built with stock bodywork and all the original chromed barbs, their modern running gear hidden from view beneath two-tone metallic brown paintjobs and accessory luggage racks. There are even a few examples of this style in these pages, though it has yet to make a real comeback, and is treated with less affection 1011than other styles by most 21st century rodders.


[image: A partially assembled vintage hot rod sits in a crowded garage, displaying its exposed engine, unfinished body panels, and multiple scattered tools and mechanical equipment around the vehicle.]
This Model A Sedan is undergoing the treatment to turn it into a killer hot rod. Its Halibrand wheels and Buick Nailhead help a lot.


Which bring us to the 1980s and the first real new look to emerge that wasn’t nostalgia-based. Somewhere between the milling machine of L’il John Buttera, the sketchpad of Thom Taylor and the workshop of Boyd Coddington, came the smooth, clean “Billet” style that would dominate the street rod look for the next couple of decades. It was the complete antithesis of the 1970s Resto-rods, with a new emphasis on clean, uncluttered lines, machined aluminum instead of chrome and bodycolor-painted detailing. Handcrafted independent suspension also became popular, again with components milled from billet alloy. The aftermarket wasn’t slow to catch on to this new trend either. Soon, machine-finished components, including many new styles of alloy wheels, were on sale everywhere

The 1980s was also the decade of “Fat Attack” and rodders wanting to build steel cars. Finding 1930’s cars in short supply, they started to turn to the bigger heavier models of the immediate post-World War II period for inspiration. These cars could be built with all the luxury features of new and late model cars, but without compromising their style. What is more, these rods made comfortable and practical long-distance cruisers. Later in the decade, a complete monochromatic look became popular. Virtually all chassis, engine and bodywork were devoid of brightwork, and instead synchronized into one color – usually a pastel shade. In order to break up this often boring overdose of color, multi-color graphics were added to the bodywork. However, they were frequently on the garish side and did little to complement the lines of the car concerned.

By the time the 1990s rolled around, rodding had a full half-century of history to draw upon, and this was evident in the many makes and styles of rods out there. In short, it was a time of anything goes. There were more fiberglass bodies available than ever before, many of which were so-called “phantoms,” or body styles that had never actually been commercially available. Of course, this all 12added extra novelty value to the finished rod. Another feature was that wheel diameters kept getting bigger, with 17-, 18- and 20-inch rims becoming common – often combined with air-bagged suspension for radical looks and a ground-scraping stance.


[image: An old car shell rests amid tall grass and dense bushes in a wooded setting. The vehicle is rusted, with visible empty window spaces. Greenery surrounds the car, blending it into the natural environment.]
Alas, some old cars are just too far gone for even the most dedicated rodder, as typified by this late 1930’s scrap yard coupe. Rust in peace!



[image: A person in protective gear welds a vintage pickup truck frame inside an auto repair shop. Various tools and pieces of equipment are visible in the background around the workspace.]
Many hours of metal fabrication, welding and grinding take place before any hot rod project even begins to take shape.


Interestingly, while all this had been going on, a grass roots ground swell of interest had been gathering momentum as a direct reaction to the ever more spiraling costs of building a finished, painted and trimmed street rod. The result was the “primer is finer” school of thought. As a result, and with an eye on the past, a whole new generation of rodders started building, back-to-basics, nostalgia cars. These were rods that without the constraints of high-end paint and trim jobs, could be 13driven hard and fast, with road rash being worn as a badge of honor. These “unfinished” cars were at first dismissed as “rat rods” by the main stream rod establishment, though the guys and gals involved often didn’t seem to care that much. As far as they were concerned, they were “hardcore” and you either got it, or you didn’t. Besides, they organized their own events anyway.


[image: A partially assembled car chassis with visible frame, four wheels, and an engine sits in a workshop. The background shows various tools and equipment organized on shelves and workbenches.]
Notice something different? Some radical engineering solutions were created in order to fit a Chevy ZZ4 motor behind the cockpit in this innovative Deuce Roadster project.


So where are we today, you might well ask? Well, with nearly all of the above, reality. Hardcore rodding continues to go from strength to strength. Then, at the other end of the scale, well-heeled rodders are busy discovering landmark hot rods and racecars from days gone by and carrying out nut-and-bolt restorations on them. To put some perspective on this breadth of rod activity, who, a few short years ago, would have thought that there would ever have been a hot rod class at the prestigious and exclusive Pebble Beach Concours d’Elegance? Meanwhile, for the select few, bespoken completely hand-built concept rods vie for the top honors at the national indoor shows. It’s quite a contrast, but speaks wonders for the enthusiasm.

To summarize, we’ve attempted to bring all those many styles and trends together into this one book so as to provide a one-stop window into the world of hot rodding today. At the same time, this is also acknowledging everything that has gone before. This book is above all a celebration of every rodder out there who has ever swapped a motor, chopped a top, turned a wrench or busted a knuckle. We salute you all, for the automotive world would be a very barren and dull place without you -the dreamers, racers, builders, drivers and owners of the “great American hot rods.”

Keith Harman
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1941 Willys Coupe


[image: A red and white geometric logo displays a prominent letter W centered inside a partial circle. Stylized horizontal lines extend from the left side of the W beyond the circle’s edge. The design has sharp, clean edges.]
The wild and colorful custom paint job on this Willys Coupe is very reminiscent of the late 1960’s style, with different effects set in panels of color, laid over a white base coat. The alloy, 10-spoke wheels are also typical 1960’s gasser equipment, but rather than the old raised front look from that period, it looks like the chassis has been re-worked to bring it back up to date with a purposeful nose-down stance. Many old race cars have since been resurrected and re-built for the street with modern updates, after lying unloved and unpopular for many years.

This one certainly has all the hallmarks of an ex-drag strip hero, with its full roll cage and purposeful chrome scoop poking through the hood. An aluminum rear wing has been added to increase the competition look, but extra holes have also been cut into the front of the hood and the grille panel, probably to increase airflow to the radiator, as a concession to street driving. The sizeable exhaust pipe under the rocker panel hints at a nononsense engine lurking under the hood, the big rear slicks on a narrowed rear axle almost confirm the fact. Wanna race?


[image: A custom hot rod car with bold yellow, white, and purple paint, a large hood scoop, and chrome wheels is parked on pavement at an outdoor event. Several RVs are visible in the background under a clear sky.]
Most hot rodders agree there’s only one way to build a Willys Coupe – race style!









	MAKE:

	Willys




	BODY STYLE:

	Coupe




	YEAR:

	1941




	ENGINE:

	454 Chevrolet V8




	BUILD STYLE:

	Nostalgia Race Car




	OWNER:

	Dennis Johnston
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’33 Ford Coupe


[image: Close-up of a vintage car wheel featuring a shiny chrome hubcap reflecting grass and sky, a red rim encircling the hubcap, and a whitewall tire. Only these details are visible in the image.]
Here’s how the story went back in the 1950s. Not many kids had the dough for a fancy custom, a late model or even a fully-chopped and channeled hot rod, despite what some of the old guys tell you. This ’33 is probably a lot nearer the mark, so imagine if you will, a prewar Ford Coupe traded in at the local Ford dealer against a new Fairlane, then left sitting at the back of the used car lot with two flat, bald tires and a broken headlight. But, there’s a local kid washing the cars on Saturday for a few dollars pocket money, who just got his license. He gets his dad to talk to the manager; a few greenbacks change hands, and our hero gets the car of his dreams.

A set of steel rims are scavenged from the local wrecking yard, painted red in the family garage and dad springs for the new whitewall tires, partly in return for chores carried out – but more for his own peace of mind. One year on, and the shop classes at school came in handy fixing up the bodywork, what’s more, the same wrecking yard has given up a ’40 back axle and a ’39 trans which have been installed behind the V8, which now sports some serious mail order parts: Offy Heads, 97s and an intake; that’s quite a few Saturday’s of car washing down at the lot right there. Sound familiar? Ok, well, maybe the story is made up, but this ’33 is the real thing.


[image: A black two-door vintage car with red rims and whitewall tires is parked on grass. The background shows a white building with windows and a door, partially visible behind the car.]
There’s nothing too fancy here. Nothing unless whitewalls and black suede paint put a gleam in your eye!









	MAKE:

	Ford




	BODY STYLE:

	3-window Coupe




	YEAR:

	1933




	ENGINE:

	Flathead V8




	BUILD STYLE:

	Traditional Hot Rod




	OWNER:

	Dave Gazaway
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’31 Model A Coupe


[image: Close-up of a circular side mirror attached to a vehicle’s side. Blurred in the background are green leaves and several small pink flowers, creating a soft, natural backdrop for the mirror.]
Let’s get one thing straight; this cool Model A coupe is not a careful exercise in re-creating a period nostalgia rod. No sir, this is the real thing! This particular car was originally built in the early 1960s and was found sitting in a California garage, where it had lain hidden since 1966. Passed on from the original owner to his son, it was snapped up on an internet auction site as piece of period hot rod history – and the buyer has now shipped it over to her home in England!

By modern standards, the engineering on the car is a trifle crude, its powerful 327 with triple Strombergs, 4-speed T10 “box and drum” brakes all residing in a 75-year-old unboxed frame. But therein lies its charm; it is the real thing, from its cracked green metallic paint to its chrome Mor-Drop I-beam axle. It just oozes nostalgia and plenty of character, and that’s a quality you just can’t buy for your new hot rod, no matter what the price.


[image: A vintage car with round headlights and an exposed engine is parked on a dirt road. Another classic vehicle is in the background. Shrubs and trees border the road beneath a clear sky.]
It may have lain unused for nearly twenty years, but owner Melissa Gee is more than making up for it now! She’s driving the wheels off it!









	MAKE:

	Ford




	BODY STYLE:

	Coupe




	YEAR:

	1931




	ENGINE:

	327 Chevrolet V8




	BUILD STYLE:

	Period Hot Rod




	OWNER:

	Melissa Gee
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’32 Ford 3-window Coupe


[image: Close-up of a shiny, round chrome headlight on a classic car, reflecting light. Visible are the car’s red body and part of one textured black tire, all showing crisp details and smooth surfaces.]
It’s fair to say that many hot rods built these days to this show quality rarely see much street use, much less turn a quick quarter-mile at the drag strip. Well look again, because this cool 1960’s style, 3-window Deuce Coupe does all three – and with gusto! A strong 1960’s show car theme is used, the most obvious example being the way the body is channeled over the frame rails, but also kicked up in the rear. The fenderless body also retains its stock height roofline, which sets it apart from all the chopped examples that are around. Radirs and wide whites set the 1960’s theme in the wheel department; and note also the piecrust whitewall slicks on the rear, the owner has another set of legal tires to swap for road use.

There’s attention to detail and lots of hand-crafted touches all over this rod and we could probably spend a whole chapter on it. Chrome and stainless steel, owner-built details abound everywhere – and that’s not the whole story either. The 350 Chevy engine has been bored and stroked and now displaces 383 ci. With Airflow heads and all the goodies, the engine is now putting out about 430 bhp at 5700 rpm. This means the car is easily good enough for 12- second quarters–no problem! Is that enough “show and go” for you?


[image: A red hot rod coupe with an exposed engine, white wall tires, and chrome details is shown from the front left angle. The car is set against a white background, clearly displaying its classic shape and features.]
John Lye’s outstanding ’32 Ford 3-window coupe is built for show, but also comes with a good helping of go!









	MAKE:

	Ford




	BODY STYLE:

	3-window Coupe




	YEAR:

	1932




	ENGINE:

	383 Chevrolet




	BUILD STYLE:

	1960’s Show Car




	BUILDER:

	John Lye
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’36 Ford Convertible


[image: Close-up of a gleaming, metallic engine part featuring multiple cylindrical and angular shapes, interconnected pipes, and polished, mirror-like surfaces clearly visible against a dark background.]
Just about the earliest Ford model to lend itself well to the1950’s trend of building “customs,” with the emphasis on custom body modifications, rather than on outright performance, is the art-deco styled ’36 Ford – like this customized 2-door touring model. The body modifications crafted in lead on these early cars were often so extensive so as to mask completely the make of the original car. The name of the game was “low and slow” and cruising slowly was a “must” – so that as many onlookers as possible at the drive-in got a chance to check out the cool custom work.

This satin black ’36 Convertible has probably had the rear frame “z”-ed to get the body as close to the pavement as possible and the rear fender skirts over the wheel openings compound the early “taildragger” look. The windshield has also been chopped, again to accentuate the low-slung look. This car runs without a hood to show off the detailed and chromed engine. At the front, the car’s identity has been hidden with the fitting of a custom grille from a different upmarket 1930’s car — á La Salle, possibly? Answers on a post card, please!


[image: A matte black vintage convertible hot rod with prominent whitewall tires is parked on a street beside a wire fence; one person is visible standing near the sidewalk in the background.]
These early custom styles have seen a big resurgence in recent years, with the emphasis on an original “old school” look. This cool ’36 was spotted on the street at Paso Robles, California.









	MAKE:

	Ford




	BODY STYLE:

	2-door Tourer




	YEAR:

	1936




	ENGINE:

	“Y” Block Ford V8




	BUILD STYLE:

	Traditional 1950’s Custom
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’32 Ford Roadster


[image: A shiny, cylindrical chrome fuel tank with two capped openings sits atop a blue vehicle. The tank reflects nearby outdoor elements, with visible highlights and contours on its metallic surface.]
When the owner of this cool Candy Blue ’32 High boy first embarked on this project, he had several goals in mind. One was to create his dream roadster using all the parts on his wish list. Secondly, he wanted to emulate his favorite period of hot rodding, the early 1960s. He’s certainly achieved both of those ambitions with this flawless example. Although everything on the car is fully polished – including the axle, suspension, engine and the Halibrand quick-change center section under the rear – the car is regularly driven to shows all around the country. No trailer queen, this one!

Typical 1960s touches on the ’32 include the use of the big stock style ’32 headlights, the polished and race-inspired Moon tank mounted in front of the grille and the Radir Tri-Rib wheels fitted with period whitewall tires. Not so obvious in the picture is the white pearl effect vinyl upholstery with matching ’40 Ford steering wheel, or the split hood side panels built specially to accommodate the “Limefire” headers (which are usually seen on cars that run without hood or side panels). With fine details like this all round, little wonder that it picks up “Best in Show” trophies wherever it goes!


[image: A classic blue hot rod convertible with shiny chrome accents and whitewall tires, seen from the front-left. The hood is slightly raised, headlights rounded, windshield low, and interior details visible from this angle.]
What hot rodder wouldn’t want to make space in the garage for this candy blue beauty!










	MAKE:

	Ford




	BODY STYLE:

	Highboy Roadster




	YEAR:

	1932




	ENGINE:

	350 Chevrolet




	BUILD STYLE:

	1960’s style show car




	OWNER:

	Dan Boone
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’34 Ford Coupe


[image: The bright sun reflects off a shiny, round metal surface. A section of chain is visible along the edge. Grass and several trees appear in the background beneath a clear sky.]
If, in search of speed, you had been rebuilding a ’34 Ford back in the 1950s, chances are that one of the first things you would have done was to remove the fenders to save weight and increase performance. If you had, you would have ended up with a highboy coupe like this Peppermint Green example. This one wears small rear “bobbed” fenders as a concession to legality, but still gives the car a completely different look from a stock-bodied car. In keeping with the 1950’s theme, this rod features a chopped top – and instead of alloy wheels, it has color-matched steel rims, along with chrome hubcaps and beauty rings. Another nice touch is the small chrome nerf bar, protecting the lower front grille.

The stock, 3-piece hood features all the original cooling louvers – necessary since this particular coupe is running a Chrysler 392 Hemi for motive power! You can see where the hood side panel has been cut away to clear the chrome valve cover on the big V8. The owner of this coupe has really gone the extra mile to build in some unique nostalgic features — such as cutting down and fitting the steel dash panel and gauges from a 1961 Ford Galaxie. This is no mean feat in the close confines of the ’34’s body – but definitely worth it as a trick custom feature.


[image: A vintage light green hot rod coupe with whitewall tires sits on a wooden platform outdoors, surrounded by leafy trees, tents, and several structures in the background. Sunlight highlights the car’s glossy paint.]
The theme of this car is traditional throughout, including the big Buick finned brake drums on early Ford spindles and mounted on the dropped I-beam front axle.









	MAKE:

	Ford




	BODY STYLE:

	Coupe




	YEAR:

	1934




	ENGINE:

	392 Chrysler V8




	BUILD STYLE:

	Traditional 1950’s Hot Rod




	BUILDER:

	Johny Best
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’39 and ’34 Woodies


[image: Close-up of a vintage car’s front grille with shiny vertical chrome bars. On the left side, part of a black license plate is visible, displaying yellow numbers. The details of the metal and plate are clearly shown.]
There are some pretty slick hot rod Woodsters in this book, and while Woodies are always evocative of the 1960’s Californian surfer lifestyle, it’s unlikely that many surfers drove real peaches even back then. So, for the sake of unabashed nostalgia – and even dare we say “authenticity” – we thought we’d show these two hardcore crates in almost “as found” condition. You have to admit they’re both pretty “gnarly!” Both cars were found and purchased by Rich Conklin of Radir Wheels, and (naturally) those are brand new Radir Tri-Ribs on both cars, complete with Radir Dragster whitewalls.

The ’34 was bought from the Hershey swap meet by Rich. Also, as far as is known, it was a one-owner car from Illinois. The Flathead motor was replaced with another from a ’36, equipped with a set of Edelbrock finned heads and a pair of 97’s on a dual intake, the trans was replaced with a ’39 unit. This car has now been sold and has headed west to California for a full restoration. Meanwhile, the ’39 is definitely a one-family owned car from New Jersey. Apart from the rolling stock and some mechanical work to get it running, it remains stock and serves as a vintage transport for Rich when he wants to hit the beach – hardcore style!


[image: Two vintage station wagons with wood paneling are parked side by side at a car show. Other classic cars and groups of people are visible around them, all gathered outdoors under clear skies.]
This pair of old Woodies were just too cool to leave out, apart from the new wheels and tires they are pretty much stock, with original Flathead motors. Cowabunga!









	MAKE:

	Ford




	BODY STYLE:

	4-door Woodies




	YEAR:

	1939 and 1934




	ENGINE:

	Flathead V8




	BUILD STYLE:

	Traditional




	OWNER:

	Rich Conklin
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’32 Ford 5-window Coupe


[image: Close-up of a vintage car’s round chrome headlight reflecting the environment, with a section of orange fender curving below and part of a black tire visible at the edge of the frame.]
The Ford 5-window Coupe has long been a favorite with hot rodders everywhere, and this one displays some very cool racecar inspired touches that just scream “hot rod” to anyone who sees it. I mean, look at it – what else could it be! The 10-spoke front wheels and big slot mags out back are typical of a strip-inspired car shod as they are with blackwall tires. In any form of racing, weight saving is paramount and if a racer can drill a hole in something to lose weight, then he will. To this end, the builder has used the same technique to convey the race inspiration by drilling the front frame horns and the chrome front wishbones as well.

The short chrome headers exiting from the hood sides, can easily be “uncorked” by removing a plate at the end of the pipe for race duty. Otherwise, when the plate is in place, the exhaust gases will continue down the pipe, under the car, and exit to the rear as normal. This hot rod employs the “Ford in a Ford” ethos, meaning that although updated, the car still runs an ohv Ford V8 in place of the old Flathead that came standard in the ’32. In this case, a tuned 351 Cleveland sits under the hood, backed up with an FMX gearbox.


[image: An orange hot rod with shiny chrome wheels is parked on pavement at an outdoor car show. Tents and several cars are visible in the background. The scene appears sunny and well-attended.]
The copper metallic paint on this 5-window is simple but distinctive, letting the clean lines of the deuce coupe speak for themselves.









	MAKE:

	Ford




	BODY STYLE:

	5-window Coupe




	YEAR:

	1932




	ENGINE:

	351 Cleveland Ford V8




	BUILD STYLE:

	Nostalgia Hot Rod




	OWNER:

	Chris Juan
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’34 Ford Coupe


[image: Detailed close-up of a vintage red car’s front grill and one round, shiny chrome headlight. The reflective surfaces display blurred reflections of nearby objects and surroundings.]
The first thing that hits you on this ’34 Ford Coupe, apart from the stunning red paint, is the massive, polished GMC 6-71 supercharger fed by twin 600 Holley carbs on top of the engine. That engine really is the centerpiece of this fine ’34, although the rest of the car is perfect too. Surprising to find that underneath all that chrome, stainless steel and braided hose, that the engine is a stock 283 Chevy, the smallest displacement V8 in the Chevy family (apart from the original 265). The stainless theme is carried out right through this car, with many custom parts hand-fabricated at home by the owner, over the course of the nine-year build.

The bodywork has been given special attention, with particular care given to fit and finish, with smooth painted running boards replacing the stock rubber items and the chopped top adding to the sleek look. As well as the bright 33work and the extreme detailing work that’s gone into the engineering and building of this cool coupe, it features a full tan leather tuck’n’roll interior with matching carpets inside, as well as a fully trimmed rumble seat for extra passengers.


[image: A shiny red vintage hot rod with its engine exposed is parked on grass. A photographer stands close by, and another classic car is seen in the background. The setting appears to be outdoors.]
The distinctive Budnik Famosa alloy wheels are highly polished and contrast well with the VW red paint on this fine ’34 street rod.









	MAKE:

	Ford




	BODY STYLE:

	Coupe




	YEAR:

	1934




	ENGINE:

	283 Chevrolet




	BUILD STYLE:

	Contemporary Show Car




	BUILDER:

	Bill Gibb
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’34 Ford Coupe


[image: Close-up of the front end of a vintage black car, featuring a shiny chrome grille and fender. Blades of grass border the bottom edge, with a section of pavement visible in the background.]
When some builders undertake the building of a classic Ford hot rod, some prefer to keep it simple and let the beauty of the original design shine through without distracting loud paint or radical modifications. This ’34 Coupe is a classic case in point. Black paint has been chosen because nothing shines like a freshly-polished black car; plus it was always one of ol’ Henry’s favorite colors! Similarly, this car keeps many of the original body details, such as chrome grille, screen surround and chrome door handles. It even retains the black rubber running board covers for practicality. In fact, it’s only the low stance of the car, the chopped top and the highly polished American Racing 5-spoke wheels with low profile radial tires that give it away as a hot rod.

Underneath the skin, however, it’s a different story. A traditional aluminum dropped I-beam front axle supports the front end, while between the frame rails lurks a Chevrolet ZZ4 V8 engine displacing 350 ci. This puts the power through a B&M Transmission and down to the rodders’ favorite, a Halibrand quick-change rear axle. All of which makes for a decidedly hot rod update on the car’s original running gear.


[image: A shiny black vintage hot rod sits on green grass at an outdoor event. Behind it, a yellow classic car is parked near several white tents, all under a bright sky. People are visible in the background.]
A common term for the style of street rod that retains many of its original bodywork and trim features is “resto rod” – though this style hasn’t been as popular in recent years.









	MAKE:

	Ford




	BODY STYLE:

	Coupe




	YEAR:

	1934




	ENGINE:

	350 ZZ4 V8 Chevrolet




	BUILD STYLE:

	Performance




	OWNER:

	John Emery
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’34 Hudson 4-door Sedan


[image: A close-up of a car wheel shows a blue hubcap, a whitewall tire, and five lug nuts. The vintage design details are clearly visible in the image. Only part of the car’s body is visible around the wheel.]
Some call ’em Rat Rods, but the guys that drive them call them “Hardcore” and so that term will do for us. So, if ever a big old 1930’s sedan was “hardcore,” it’s this one. Probably a case of “if you can’t get what you want, then use what you got.” On that basis, Jay Taylor went at it with this 4-door sedan, starting by chopping 4 inches out of the top (that’s a lot of pillars to cut!) and then channeling the body down 8 inches over the chassis. Combine this with a massive 14-inch kick up in the rear frame, and you end up with one low sedan. A shot of black suede suffices for a paint job. And who needs a roof insert if it’s not raining?

A straight tube front axle, mounted suicide style and a set of hairpins, keeps the front frame rails off the floor and a Moon tank and corroded Model A grille add panache! A 350 ci Chevy small block provides the power and three 2s give an ol’ timey look to the V8 motor. Add a set of swept back headers and lakes pipes, and you’re ready to terrorize the show’n’shine crowd. Yee-hah!


[image: A black vintage hot rod car with an exposed engine, large whitewall tires, and blue wheel rims is parked on a street. Behind it is a building that has a green window.]
Jay has dubbed his Hudson “Aces and Eights” and had the name sign written across the steel sun visor of the big Hudson taxi.









	MAKE:

	Hudson




	BODY STYLE:

	4-door Sedan




	YEAR:

	1934




	ENGINE:

	Chevy 350 V8




	BUILD STYLE:

	Hardcore




	OWNER:

	Jay Taylor
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’41 Willys Coupe


[image: A close-up view of a shiny metal car wheel rim shows several bolts arranged in a circle and smooth, reflective surfaces capturing surrounding light and shapes. Only the parts of the rim and bolts are visible.]
Old race cars never die, they just get turned into immaculate showwinning hot rods. Such is the case for this former quarter-mile hero. This classic example of one of the perennial favorite gas coupe’s of the early 1960s has been re-born with a complete ground-up rebuild, culminating in an eye-poppin’ Candy Apple Red paint job. In the picture, you can clearly see the straight axle mounted on parallel leaf springs used on these cars to achieve the high-stepping stance and to aid weight transfer under hard acceleration. Rarely did the owners go to the extra expense of finishing off the cars to this standard, with every component under there polished or chromed. Rather, they preferred to spend their money on the latest speed equipment.

Interestingly, this car seems to be running a narrowed rear axle, to ensure those wide rear tires remain tucked well inside the stock width wheel arches. Back in the old days, the axle would have probably remained stock width from the donor car, maybe an Olds or a Ford 9-inch from a station wagon. This would have seen those racing slicks protruding out at least 6 inches each side of the car. Sadly, this car’s racing days are over; but at least it’s been given a new lease on life on the show circuit.


[image: A shiny red vintage hot rod car with its front suspension raised is parked outdoors on a sunny day. Trees and several people are visible in the background. The car’s chrome detailing reflects the sunlight.]
With the popularity in recent years of nostalgia race events, more and more of these cars can be seen at events such as the California Hot Rod Reunion series.









	MAKE:

	Willys




	BODY STYLE:

	Coupe




	YEAR:

	1941




	ENGINE:

	392 Blown Chrysler Hemi




	BUILD STYLE:

	Ex-competition Show Car




	OWNER:

	Paul Bath









40
41

’26 Ford T Modified


[image: A white bird logo with outstretched wings, outlined in green, sits centered on a solid green background. The design is stylized with smooth edges and minimal detailing.]
Long before the T-bucket craze of the 1960s, the typical rodded Model T would have appeared much like this green and white cutie. Known as a “Modified,” it would have been equally at home racing on the dry lakes or getting a bit sideways on a local cinder track. The narrow T chassis rails usually meant that 4-cylinder engines were the norm in these little cars, and this one right here is no exception. The Lakes Modified style has seen somewhat of a revival in recent years due to the relatively low outlay required to build them. Not sure what motor this one is running, but you can see the twin K&N air cleaners poking thru the hood on the left, while the side-mounted exhaust exits parallel with them on the right-hand side.

Front end on the ’26 is a drilled I-beam mounted on quarter elliptic leaves, with hairpin radius rods and Houdaille shocks. The drilled bracket theme is evident throughout the car, adding to its overall appeal and build quality. The Sprint Car style cowl steering is fitted by way of a very short column and a steering box mounted under the dash. A Deuce grille shell and early wires are good choices to complete the “look” on this cool Modified.


[image: A vintage hot rod car with an open top, whitewall tires, and a large number seven in white on its side is parked in front of a pale brick wall. The car features prominent fenders and visible chrome details.]
Shame you can’t see the Halibrand quick-change under the rear of this modified – so you’ll have to make do with the green and white scallop paint instead.









	MAKE:

	Ford




	BODY STYLE:

	Modified Roadster




	YEAR:

	1926




	ENGINE:

	4-cylinder in-line




	BUILD STYLE:

	Traditional Lakes Modified
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’32 Ford Tudor Sedan


[image: Close-up of four metallic exhaust pipes extending from an engine, each angled downward and positioned side by side. The pipes have a smooth finish and are grouped closely together in a row.]
One way to get your ride noticed at events is to wow the troops with a real radical ride – and it doesn’t need to be a coupe or roadster either. This sedan subscribes to the “how low can you go” school of thought. The 2-door sedan body has been severely channeled down over the frame, achieved by cutting out the floor, positioning the body at the desired height and then re-forming a new floor that is mounted higher up inside the body. The builder of this car has gone the whole hog and severely chopped the top (a hot rod term for lowering the roof) for a super low profile. The resulting driving position is now probably more akin to driving a low-slung formula racing car than a 1930’s sedan.

Obviously, the fenders and running boards have been junked and you can see that the grille shell has also been cut down to match the profile of the cowl. If this wasn’t statement enough, the choice of power plant is a story of its own, the builder deciding to install a Chrysler Hemi unit up front for maximum bhp fun. The exhaust is just eight short pipes ensuring that you’ll hear this hot rod well before you see it! The choice of unpolished 5-spoke wheels with piecrust whitewalls just serves to complete the picture – cool!


[image: A shiny red hot rod with an exposed engine and large rear tires is parked outside at a car show. Trees and several other classic cars are visible in the background.]
With no fenders to mount the rear lights, the 1950 Pontiac units have been frenched into the lower rear body panel, a popular trick on fenderless cars.









	MAKE:

	Ford




	BODY STYLE:

	Sedan




	YEAR:

	1932




	ENGINE:

	Chrysler Hemi V8




	BUILD STYLE:

	Radical Nostalgia Hot Rod
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’36 Chevrolet 5-window Coupe


[image: Two shiny metallic bollards are positioned side by side, each with a yellow rope wound around it, all resting on a flat metal surface. The image shows only the visible portion of the equipment.]
No one said all hot rods have to be Fords, although there are plenty who do indeed subscribe to that theory. The guy in the process of building this wild gasser coupe is certainly “daring to be different” by basing his project on a different make and model.

Hot rods are a labor of love and so we make no apologies for showing you this “in progress” car. You can tell already that it’ll be a “killer” coupe once it’s finished, even though at present we are looking at bare sheet metal. It looks like all the hard work is done, the engine is installed and you can just see the front shackle mounts for the front leaf springs, where the wing meets the grille panel. It just needs glass, paint (or maybe just primer) and whatever minimal creature comforts are required for the interior.

Where once sat a sturdy old flathead 6-cylinder engine, now resides a firebreathing monster Chrysler Hemi V8. Not only that, but it is supercharged and looks like it is running an early injector setup instead of carburetors. This kind of arrangement is somewhat of a rarity for a street-driven car, for sure – so maybe the car is destined to be a strip-only machine. Either way, it’s going to be out there on the wild side of hot rodding, if it’s not there already! Note those racing slicks on the rear sticking way past the rear fender sheet metal.


[image: A vintage silver hot rod car with an exposed engine is parked outdoors at a car show. Other classic cars and several people can be seen nearby, all under natural daylight.]
The shortage of good, original metal-bodied cars these days is making rodders look to models like this that a few years ago would have been passed over. This ’36 Chevrolet is a good example.









	MAKE:

	Chevrolet




	BODY STYLE:

	5-window Coupe




	YEAR:

	1936




	ENGINE:

	Blown and Injected Chrysler Hemi V8




	BUILD STYLE:

	Nostalgia Race Car
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’30 Ford Model A Coupe


[image: Close-up of a round, silver headlight attached to a blue surface. The headlight has a smooth finish and sits prominently in the frame. Background is dark with indistinct shapes, focusing attention on the headlight.]
Here’s a mean-looking Ford Model “A” Coupe that’s built for the street, but with plenty of “attitude.” The top has been chopped about as much as is practical and the top has been filled with a steel panel. A common update on Model A’s for years has been to fit a ’32 Ford or “Deuce” grille shell like the one shown here. To achieve the correct profile hood to fit both the cowl and the grille shell, a special hood has to be made with the right front and rear radius at each end. It is now possible to buy reproduction steel hoods, though before this facility, guys would have to make them themselves. The car is cruising on a hot day and you can see the vintage air-conditioning in action – or, rather, the opening windshield is wound out.

The car has been built to be deliberately business-like with a minimum of exterior brightwork. The fenders have been removed as has the bar onto which the headlamps are usually mounted. Tiny front turn signals have been mounted on the splash apron that covers the front frame horns to comply with local traffic laws. The wide tires extending from the arches were a common site on 1970s-built hot rods, but certainly don’t look out of place on this one.


[image: A blue vintage hot rod coupe is parked on pavement, showcasing shiny chrome wheels and prominent curved fenders. The car’s classic design details are clearly visible in the image.]
A polished set of American Racing 5-spoke wheels set just the right flavor on this Model A with a set of big and little tires.









	MAKE:

	Ford Model A




	BODY STYLE:

	Coupe




	YEAR:

	1930




	ENGINE:

	Big-block Chevrolet V8




	BUILD STYLE:

	Street
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’29 Ford Model A Roadster


[image: Close-up of a red metal surface featuring two shiny bolts or rods jutting outward, positioned next to the edge of a black tire displaying a red and white stripe along its sidewall.]
This car is a neat interpretation of one of the most traditional ways of updating an early Ford Model A. Right from the early days, rodders were taking the Model A roadster body and mounting it on the later Model B frame rails. The frame rails of the B are much easier on the eye when building a fenderless early rod, as the top rail is the same width as the body giving a more integrated look. Henry Ford even had the foresight to incorporate a swage line into the frame rails, running along the lower edge of the rail and curving up to the point where the four bar is now mounted.

The frame rails would also have been “pinched,” which involves cutting out the chassis cross members and pulling the rails in so that they match the narrower Model A cowl.

This car probably runs a modern set of reproduction rails, which can be purchased already done. The stock height windshield and the choice of steel wheels, with chrome rings and early Ford script hubcaps, add to the nostalgic air of this neat roadster. Any old hot rodder from the early 1950s would instantly recognize the theme running through this car.


[image: A bright red vintage hot rod car with an open top is parked at a car show, surrounded by several other classic vehicles and groups of people standing nearby on a paved lot.]
Although built with an eye on early hot rod trends, notice that as a concession to modern driving, the car is installed with a modern brake setup on the front hubs.









	MAKE:

	Ford




	BODY STYLE:

	Roadster




	YEAR:

	1929




	ENGINE:

	Small block Chevrolet V8




	BUILD STYLE:

	Traditional Street Rod









50
51

’34 Ford Model 40


[image: Close-up of a vintage car’s vertical chrome grille, featuring parallel metal bars within a polished metallic frame; the radiator with its distinct texture is visible directly behind the grille bars.]
Sporting the classic highboy fenderless treatment is this ’34 Ford Roadster. The 33-34 Ford, with its all-chrome grille sweeping down to a point just behind the front fender, is not such a common choice for the highboy look. A lot of rodders like the swoopy fenders on the 33-34, or Model 40 as it’s known, and leave them on the car. They look just as fine without as well, as this one proves – and the deeper body panels here mean that the chassis is hidden from view beneath the car, which adds to the clean look. Classic black paintwork is all that’s needed on this roadster to make the “Trad” statement. Early rodders didn’t have the funds to paint their cars fancy colors, and since black was the most common color back then, that’s the way most rods stayed.

Not only has this rodder kept to the early theme of steel rims and hubcaps for the roadster, he’s also using the tall bias-ply tires, which is good, as lower profile radials just don’t look as good on an early style car. Once again, close examination reveals that the dropped and drilled I-beam front axle has had modern disc brakes installed in the interests of modern driving safety. Many rodders will build a car this way as a compromise between the cool, early look and the best of modern running gear.


[image: A classic black hot rod convertible with whitewall tires and chrome accents is parked on a street lined with other vintage cars. A man sits behind the wheel, and buildings can be seen in the background.]
There are only subtle differences between a 1933 and a 1934 Ford front grille and it takes a real expert to tell. There is a slight difference to the shape of the surround, plus the positioning of the crank handle hole. This one is a 1934 model.









	MAKE:

	Ford




	BODY STYLE:

	Roadster




	YEAR:

	1934




	ENGINE:

	350 Chevrolet V8




	BUILD STYLE:

	Traditional Hot Rod
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’48 Ford Anglia


[image: A close-up shows a round chrome headlight set into the yellow body of a vintage car. Part of a shiny chrome grille and cursive script logo appear in the blurred background.]
You could be forgiven for not instantly recognizing this neat little sedan. It’s a Ford Anglia, a British import with a long model run. It was built from the late 1930s until the 1950s over in England. Quite a few made it across the Atlantic where it was sold as a true economy car, with its tiny flathead, 4-cylinder engine and rod-operated brake system. Many of these cars ended up on drag strips during the 1960s, where their short wheelbase and light body weight made them ideal for the gasser classes back then. Since then, some of these Anglias – or Populars as they’re known in the UK – have made cool and interesting little street-driven hot rods.

When built for the street, rodded Anglias often still reflect their quarter-mile heritage and this yellow ’48 is no exception. The top has been chopped and the decreased headroom, plus the installation of a big V8, means that the driver’s seating position is often way back where the confined rear seat used to be! It’s no mean feat to fit a V8 with suitable transmission and a stout back axle into these little cars, but it can be done. The rear axle would have needed a major narrowing job to fit it in and keep those big rear tires inside the narrow rear fenders.


[image: A vintage car with rounded edges and chrome details, painted bright yellow, is parked on a street. Behind it stands a modern building with glass windows and straight architectural lines.]
Solid, race style wheels give this little Anglia a modern high-performance feel, as does the chrome hood scoop and the wheelie bars just visible at the rear.









	MAKE:

	Ford




	BODY STYLE:

	2-door Sedan




	YEAR:

	1948




	ENGINE:

	350 Chevrolet V8




	BUILD STYLE:

	Performance
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’32 Ford Model B Roadster


[image: Zoomed-in view of a reflective chrome car wheel featuring a spinner-style center cap, mounted with a black tire. The wheel is on textured gray pavement, with light and shadows highlighting the metallic surface.]
There are some who say that with the amount of reproduction fiberglass bodies produced over the last thirty years, that there are more ’32 Ford Roadsters on the road now than there were back in the 1930s! These days, it’s even possible to purchase a complete reproduction steel body, virtually indistinguishable from the original. From this picture, it’s impossible to tell which this is, but it’s a fine example of one of the most popular hot rods on the road. The stance is quite low, a stock framed highboy would sit higher than this without modifying the rear cross member.

This one is set apart by the unusual color combination of pink flames on a red background, as flames are often painted in a more striking contrasting color for maximum effect. The sideopening, one-piece hood is an aftermarket addition, the stock hood would have had been a four-piece affair, with a “piano” hinge running down the center. The wheels are traditional early slot mags, maybe Halibrand’s, and the center spinners are a nice finishing touch.


[image: A bright red vintage hot rod with a black soft top is parked outdoors, hood open. Shiny chrome wheels and flame graphics are visible on the side. Another classic car is parked next to it.]
The classic ’32 highboy roadster has always been one of the coolest looking rods around, and has been a perennial favorite with hot rodders everywhere.









	MAKE:

	Ford




	BODY STYLE:

	Roadster




	YEAR:

	1932




	ENGINE:

	350 Chevrolet V8




	BUILD STYLE:

	Street Rod
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’47 Austin Devon Sedan Delivery


[image: Close-up of a polished chrome car wheel, showing multiple concentric grooves and visible bolts. The reflective, metallic surface catches light, emphasizing its sleek finish and detailed craftsmanship.]
Back in the late 1940s, the British motor industry threw it’s heart and soul into producing cars and trucks for export to recover from the financial ravages of World War II. This even included supplying down-sized economical vehicles to the USA. The Austin Devon model range – available in sedan, pick-up, and sedan delivery – was one of the most up-to-date, and prettiest post-war designs around. The sedan delivery shown here is a very rare piece indeed, on either side of the Atlantic.

It must have taken many hours of hard work to get those panels in good enough shape for the superb red paint on this cute commercial. There’s also a lot of work gone into the rear door and rear panel area. The rear doors have been punched with four rows of louvers apiece and the rear license plate has been neatly recessed into the rear panel, a technique known as “frenching.” A pair of ’42 Ford rear lights has been used in the rear panel too, and they certainly don’t look out of place. The highly-polished Centerline wheels really set off the red paint.


[image: A classic red van with “Boston Republic” on its side is parked beside a curb, leafy trees overhead and several cars and a truck visible in the background along the street.]
With the popularity in recent years of nostalgia race events, more and more of these cars can be seen at events such as the California Hot Rod Reunion series.









	MAKE:

	Austin of England




	BODY STYLE:

	Sedan Delivery




	YEAR:

	1947




	ENGINE:

	Small Block Chevrolet V8




	BUILD STYLE:

	Street Rod
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’40 Ford Coupe


[image: A glossy red surface in close-up, featuring multiple wavy yellow and white lines painted across it. The arrangement forms an abstract pattern, with smooth reflections visible on the polished texture.]
After the Model As and Bs of the early 1930s, the 39-40 Ford has to be right up there as one of the hot rodder’s favorite models – and many hot street rods have been built using the ’40 as a starting point. Not only is the ’40 shown here a cool street rod, it’s all hot rod as well. From it’s choice of Hoosier tires on polished race-style rims, to the hot flames licking around the hood and front fenders, the builder has blended carefully these high-performance styling cues with a flawless restored body and much of the original brightwork and trim.

Any owner of the ’40 knows they have something good to show under the hood. Here, it is left open to show off the highly-detailed motor within. It is difficult to tell what engine is powering the coupe, but it is a fair bet that it’s a small block Chevy, the hot rodder’s favorite motor of choice. But one thing is clear; there is a highly-polished and detailed supercharger sitting on top of the motor to provide some extra high horsepower fun. Of course, you can’t beat the whine of a blown engine either – but you’ll have to imagine that part!


[image: A classic car with flame decals and an open hood is parked outdoors at a car show. Several people stand nearby, and a checkered flag banner is visible in the background. The bright scene suggests daytime.]
This picture captures typical hot rodding in California, with a bunch of cool cars out for a daytime cruise, before stopping at the malt shop for a little light refreshment.









	MAKE:

	Ford




	BODY STYLE:

	Coupe




	YEAR:

	1940




	ENGINE:

	Chevrolet V8




	BUILD STYLE:

	Street Rod
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’27 Model T Touring


[image: A close-up of a shiny silver figurine-shaped hood ornament mounted on the front edge of a dark car, set against a deep, shadowy background. The reflective metallic surface contrasts with the car’s smooth finish.]
Just about everybody involved in the car hobby knows that Henry Ford’s initial success was founded on the mass production of the Model T Ford, which lasted from its inception in 1908 until 1927. The T models built in the last few years of production have always been the basis of cool hot rods. Indeed, the very first hot rodders started by developing ways to get more power from the T’s four-banger engine. The 4-door T Tourer shown here when participating in a little night cruisin’ shows off well some of the ways in which a T can make for a cool hot rod.

There’s also some interesting metal work on show here, with the frame shrouded in some louvered tinware, both underneath the body and also covering the front frame horns.

The fenders and hood have been discarded to show off the detailed engine, which appears to be a small block Ford with a single carb. There’s plenty of room for the fabricated exhaust headers to exit over the frame and run alongside, before tucking back under the car. As the back seat is not in use, a tarp or a tonneau cover is fixed in place; it probably extends over the front seats too when the car is unattended. A practical and fun car, if you need more space than the average roadster provides.


[image: A yellow vintage hot rod with orange wheels and an open top is displayed indoors. The engine is visible, and the car has white seats in the interior.]
A set of early 15-inch Kelsey Hayes spoked wheels have been painted orange and provide an ol’ timey look to the car, especially when mounted on spindles with early drum brakes, like this car.









	MAKE:

	Ford Model T




	BODY STYLE:

	4-door Touring




	YEAR:

	1927




	ENGINE:

	Small Block Ford V8




	BUILD STYLE:

	Traditional
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’32 Ford 3-window Coupe


[image: Detailed close-up of a painted surface showing vivid red, orange, and yellow flames with crisp white outlines. The flames contrast sharply against a deep, dark background, emphasizing their vibrant colors and dynamic shapes.]
Ford made two models of 2-door coupes in 1932 and either style is often referred to as a “Deuce Coupe.” But it’s worth noting that the two models are further distinguished by the number of windows in the body, not counting the windshield. Hence, what we have here is a one hot-looking Deuce 3-window; that is, it has one side window each side and a rear glass. This one has all the ingredients for a timeless hot rod. The classic yellow and red flame job has been edged with a fine white pinstripe that looks fantastic over the metallic purple paint.

The roof has been expertly chopped on this ’32 to give just the right proportions to the profile; and the top has been filled. The car retains the chrome screen surround to add just enough brightwork to the upper body, while the polished American Racing mags are exactly the right choice for a car like this. Trends may come and go, but cars like this will always strike the right chord with hot rodders young and old.


[image: A classic hot rod car is parked on a street, displaying a vivid flame paint job in purple and orange on its hood and sides. Shiny chrome wheels are clearly visible. The car sits low to the ground.]
To many rodders, the 1932 Ford was definitely Henry Ford’s finest hour. Some prefer roadsters, but for those who like a roof on their ride, a Deuce Coupe like this one is right on the money!









	MAKE:

	Ford




	BODY STYLE:

	3-window Coupe




	YEAR:

	1932




	ENGINE:

	Small block Chevrolet V8




	BUILD STYLE:

	Street Rod
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