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(AI may be “smarter” than me,

But it will Never be smarter

than the Holy Spirit)

To My Uncle Ray,

Raymond Kozlowski,

who at 92

is still a blessing

and inspiration to me.
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Matthew 9:35 tells us 35Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and healing every disease and sickness.

We are indeed very blessed to have these teachings of Jesus so readily available to us.  We are likewise very blessed to have the Good News of the Kingdom shared with us.  Such Good News brings healing to our bodies, our hearts and even our souls.

When considering how big a book to make, I saw that 40 days is a common theme throughout Scripture.  It rained for 40 days and 40 nights on Noah and the Ark.  Moses fasted and prayed for 40 days on Mt. Sinai.  Jesus also fasted and prayed for 40 days to begin His ministry years.  The number 40 is a blessed number in Scripture, so it made holy sense to compose Your 40-Day Christian Devotional.

This book proclaims the good news of the Kingdom of God, yet as a devotional, it does not try to supersede the authority and teachings of Holy Scripture.  I appreciate that even Jesus explained some of His parables and teachings, plus added insights to Old Testament Scripture not yet understood by any around 2,000 years back.  I hope and pray that I reflect Jesus’ divine visions as He intended.

As I started composing this book, I wrote on whatever Scripture the Holy Spirit led me to share.  Unfortunately, I was unable to work on it for some months in 2025, but the hiatus helped me to realize the topics of the lessons, however good, were too scattered and all over the map.  I’d composed about nine or ten of the devotionals from Matthew, so took that as my springboard to compose the remaining lessons en route to 40.

As a Sidenote, you may notice that none of the devotionals come from Matthew, Chapters 5-7 – The Beatitudes and The Sermon on the Mount.  Those words of Jesus definitely deserve their own book.  I have already laid out and begun writing Your Next 40-Day Christian Devotional based on the Beatitudes and the Sermon on the Mount.  Hopefully, that book will be done before the end of 2026, (unless Jesus returns).  A distinct possibility.

=^D

I pray this book blesses you from your hat to your socks – I mean, from your head to your toes.  Any Christian Devotional worth its weight has been written authentically with the author’s heart wide open to you.  This book is no exception.  Each day’s devotion is carefully crafted just for you.  Some will flow over you like a warm blanket.  Some will flow through you like a warm drink on a cold day, aiming to fill your being with Christ’s Holy Spirit.

May this little book be every bit of a blessing to your life as you need, and beyond.  

May God bless you, always and all ways. 

Dave Stoeckl, Sequim, WA
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Day 1

In the Name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit – Part 1
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Matthew 28:19 – 19Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,

––––––––
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God has many names.

If God could be sufficiently described using human words, He would not be a very big God.

Why not just say, “In the name of God?”  Much easier.  And simpler.  Or, is that the point?  Three names of God rolled into one deity.  Three attributes.  Three personalities.  Three ways to relate to us, God’s creation.

All personal expression.

A clear and distinct identity from all other people trying to create God in their own images.

Divine Deity is not required to be called “god”.  Idolatry is sorely and sadly being practiced all over our world.

It’s not appropriate to say idolatry is “alive and well.”  Both words are inaccurate and misleading.  Being God is the One and Only, any counterfeit Gods are infinitesimally far from the reality of God.  Immeasurably bleak.

For God to call Himself a Triune God is God’s to share.  It makes no sense for any of us to try to tell God what He is.

Jesus is the Way, the Truth and the Life.  A Triune identity.  Three names in one.

Why be baptized in these three names of God?  It must matter.  God’s word is not mocked and God does not lie.

Consider the ramifications for all life if God lied as readily as humans.  The effects are immeasurably catastrophic.  An unreliable God is no God at all.

So, when you rise in the morning, make the first prayer to exit your lips a greeting to all three persons of God.

“Good morning, Daddy God, Brother Jesus and Beautiful Spirit.  How are You today?  How may I serve You, my Lord, this day?”

Make some similar words the very words to start your day.  Listen to the Holy Spirit share how to pray to Him.  Whether before you rise out of bed, or stumbling into the bathroom, or donning clothes for the day, it’s undeniably best for each of us to start our day acknowledging our loving, Almighty God by the names He shared, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

Today’s Prayer:  Lord, You are beyond description.  You are a mystery to all.  I do not presume I have the final insight in Your ways, Your power, Your gifts or Your love.  I come to You as my Trinity God – Three in One.  I come to You as my Creator, Savior and Liberator.  I come to You by Your Holy Word.  Guide me as best You deem fit, Amen.
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Day 2

Dodging and Fleeing
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Matthew 2:12 - 12And having been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their country by another route.

Most know the Christmas story, where Magi, aka Wise Men from the East, brought gifts to the Christ child – Gold, Frankincense and Myrrh.  They also worshiped the child, announced by the Star of Bethlehem.

King Herod the Great, a Bonafide Lunatic if ever there was one, told the Wise Men to return to Jerusalem to report their findings, so he, Herod, could go worship the child.  That was a total lie that the Wise Men apparently did not pick up on while in Jerusalem.

Many today have no idea of the distance between Jerusalem and Bethlehem.  Bethlehem is around five very short miles south of Jerusalem.  Israel really is a very small country.  Consider in your life somewhere you go – a store or a friend’s house that is merely 4-5 miles away.  Think about how short that distance.  Most could walk it within a couple hours if we had to.

For the Wise Men to avoid returning to Jerusalem, they had to go WAYYYY out of their way.  Most roads heading out of Bethlehem, whether north, west or east, would turn towards Jerusalem, the axis city of the region.  Most roads around there led to Jerusalem in some way.  It seems plausible the Wise Men headed south out of Bethlehem to head home south of the Dead Sea.  Besides much longer, this was a hotter and much less appealing route.  That’s how committed they became to avoiding Herod the Great.

When Herod discovered he’d been duped, he became enraged and sent soldiers to kill any boys two and under.  What a horrible order.  You know many parents and others were also killed trying to protect their children.

The night before the attacks, Joseph received a dream from God telling him to take toddler Jesus and Mary and flee to Egypt.  They’d just been paid handsomely.  Relocation expenses?  This is just a guess, but if Joseph received the message around midnight, he awoke everybody and possibly got on the road by 1 a.m.

If Herod gave the order that morning, the soldiers may have been on their way as early as, say, 9 a.m.  It only took an hour and a half to walk to Bethlehem.  Lots less time on a galloping horse.  

If the Holy Family traveled at a rate of about 17 minutes a mile, they would have been up to 40-42 miles away when the soldiers reached Bethlehem.  That is a lot of ground to cover in a short time, but they were fleeing for their lives.  It seems most reasonable by that time that they would have had to stop to rest.  Perhaps they even joined a caravan.  The roads between Jerusalem and Egypt were well established and regularly traveled.  Traveling in a group, (especially if you’re toting an unspecified amount of gold, frankincense and myrrh), is definitely safer.

It took them another few days to reach the border of Egypt and a couple weeks or so to reach one of the bigger cities like Alexandria or Memphis.

Scripture does not expressly tell us which route the Wise Men took when they avoided Jerusalem, nor does it tell us the time Joseph was told to flee, but it is intriguing to consider where and what they had to do when traveling in the first century.  

Nowadays, we are granted only a vague idea what it would be like to flee for our lives.  Would you know how to travel everywhere on foot, from town to town and beyond?  Joe and Mary surely did not own a couple of camels.  No doubt, you, like most who seek the Lord, have tried to imagine life in the first century Israel.  Take that idea and multiply its hardships by five to ten.  No clean running water.  No TV.  No cell phones with GPS.  No refrigerators or freezers, etc., etc., etc.  You get the idea.  

Also, no McDonalds or Applebees.  They had lots of irritated foreigners walking around with swords or spears.  No ibuprofen, antibiotics or chewable vitamin supplements.  No Serta mattresses or memory foam pillows.  Quite the different world back then.

Still, removing our distractions and comforts of our modern age, it is possible that if God spoke to you in a dream back in Zero A.D., you would have been far more likely to listen to God’s voice.  We are blessed today because the Wise Men and St. Joseph did.  Keep your holy ears open because there are definitely times when God loves to have conversations with us.

Today’s Prayer:  Jesus, my Lord.  You needed to flee from the sword before Your time of sacrifice would come.  You moved about Galilee and Judea, sometimes boldly and sometimes privately.  You knew the evil ways of people throughout the Earth. With full knowledge many dangers still exist all around me, please keep and protect me with Your loving hand, I pray.  Amen.
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