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    Small Animals was first performed on 18 August 2026 at Lyceum Studio, Edinburgh, as part of the Traverse Theatre’s 2026 Edinburgh Festival Fringe programme. The cast was as follows:


    
      
        	
          JAMES

        

        	

        	
          Paul Ready

        
      


      
        	
          Director

        

        	

        	
          Caroline Steinbeis

        
      


      
        	
          Associate Director

        

        	

        	
          Gabriella Bird

        
      


      
        	
          Executive Producer

        

        	

        	
          Amber Massie-Blomfield

          for Fern Culture

        
      

    

  

  
    
      
    


    


    To Scout, Shelly, and to the future.

    Whatever we can make it.

  

  
    
      
    


    Acknowledgements


    There are so many people to thank that have helped to get this play to where it is and I am so grateful to all of them.


    To those that saw its potential and worked on its development from embryo: Laura Collier, Caroline Steinbeis, Michelle Terry.


    To those that offered expertise and advice: Clare Slater, Guy Jones, Chris Campbell, Elle Wyle, Isabel Marr, Tom Stuart, Mät Fowkes, Tom Parker, Rosie Powell.


    To those that supported its development: Parisa Wright, Alice Bunn, Hayley Hesketh, Peter Bunn, Greener and Cleaner, The Hub – The Glades, National Theatre Studio, Shakespeare’s Globe, Beckenham Bookshop, Beckenham Place Park Mansions.


    To the audiences who gave feedback.


    To those that took it under their wings: Amber Massie-Blomfield, Fern Culture, Pentabus Theatre Company, Gulbenkian Theatre, Traverse Theatre, Nick Hern Books.


    P.R.

  

  
    
      
    


    Character


    JAMES


    Note on the Performance


    This play was conceived so it could be performed almost anywhere. There are no lighting effects or sound cues or props or costumes. In fact a circle of chairs in a room might be preferable to a stage. If possible, the audience and the storyteller should sit in shared light so everyone can see each other and are part of it. In this way, the intimacy, vulnerability and provocation of the piece, for both storyteller and audience, can hopefully be explored.


    The questions posed during the monologue should not to put the audience on the spot, but instead help with the idea that the audience is not passive. The storyteller ideally should move the piece along before they answer, but the audience should feel like they are being asked to engage with the questions and the material.


    Note on the Text

    



    An absent full stop signifies uncertainty. Where a full stop is missing there is space for a performer or reader to make a choice – sometimes it will feel right to play/read a full stop. More often than not there is a forward motion with thoughts and ideas leading on to the next – and where commas, full stops, or elipses did not feel right.


    This ebook was created before the end of rehearsals and so may differ slightly from the play as performed.

  

  
    



      An auditorium.


      Or even better, a room with a circle of chairs.


      As the audience enters, a MAN is sitting, waiting to start. He is wearing a suit, a tie, maybe.


      Hello. Hi. Um. Wow… I didn’t expect anyone to come. Actually I didn’t know what to expect, really… Are you here because you saw my Facebook post? Doesn’t matter. I’m glad you’re here. I’m glad you came. All of you


      Right


      Okay. Er. Not sure where to start


      Um…


      I have to say I’m really still processing. You know?


      Okay. Here goes…


      He takes out a piece of paper – his speech. He starts.


      Richard’s dead


      He’s gone!


      Can you believe it?


      I mean really, can you?


      I’m talking about Richard here!


      He breaks off.


      Sorry, did any of you actually know Richard? It’s just I don’t recognise any of you from his life… It doesn’t matter. It’s okay.


      I didn’t get to go to his funeral


      His family… they wanted something small, just them, because…


      And that’s their choice.


      At least intellectually I understand it’s their choice


      but inside myself I can’t quite…


      We must say our goodbyes


      Human beings. We can’t just… go


      We can’t just disappear


      And that’s it


      We leave a mark on this world


      I mean, I want to leave a mark on this world


      Don’t you?


      And if we don’t come
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    As a playwright, Little Animals is his debut play.
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