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How to Use This Book

This book offers a comprehensive review of the Course Skills, Learning Objectives, and Essential Knowledge taught in the AP U.S. Government and Politics course, with many historical examples cited for illustration. Each element of this book is designed to prepare you for the exam.


Diagnostic Test

First, take the Diagnostic Test to gain an understanding of your strengths and weaknesses. It is a complete test with answer explanations and includes four free-response questions and scoring rubrics for those questions.



Review and Practice

This book includes five content review chapters that align with the five units of the AP course curriculum. In addition, each chapter contains:


	[image: ]An overview of the Learning Objectives and Key Concepts


	[image: ]In-depth review of key terms, Big Ideas, required documents, and required Supreme Court cases


	[image: ]Practice multiple-choice questions that highlight stimulus material, such as graphs and tables, political cartoons, maps, and excerpts from text-based sources. All multiple-choice and free-response questions include answer explanations and sample scoring rubrics.


	[image: ]A Glossary of Key Terms and an Appendix that includes the required documents and Supreme Court cases






Practice Tests

The final section of the book offers the opportunity to take two full-length practice tests that include all question types found on the actual exam. A comprehensive answer explanation is provided for each multiple-choice question, and a model answer and scoring rubric are provided for all free-response questions and the argument essay.



Online Practice

In addition to the Diagnostic Test and two practice tests within this book, there are also two full-length online practice exams. You may take these exams in practice (untimed) mode or in timed mode. All questions include answer explanations.



For Students

Using this book, you will have the opportunity to prepare for the exam by concentrating on the areas that the College Board has identified as “Essential Knowledge” content. This review book highlights the key concepts in each chapter and explains them by giving content examples. How you use the book depends on how your school offers the course. Nevertheless, by answering the review questions at the end of each chapter and by taking the practice tests, you will have an indication of how well you will do on the actual exam.



For Teachers

Suggest to your students that they use this book along with their textbook. If you develop your own assignments and tests around the Enduring Understandings, Key Concepts, Learning Objectives, and Essential Knowledge found in the College Board’s AP U.S. Government and Politics curriculum framework, this book should offer your students the opportunity to use the material for review.










	BARRON’S ESSENTIAL


	5








As you review the content in this book and work toward earning that “5” on your AP U.S. Government and Politics Exam, here are five essentials that you MUST know above everything else:








	[image: 1]


	Know the principles of the United States Constitution. Understand the elitist and pluralist theories of government, separation of powers, checks and balances, and federalism. Make sure you understand the relationship between the federal and state governments as well as the interrelationship among the branches of government and bureaucracies. Most importantly, know how the Constitution is a defining document that illustrates how we as a country wanted a government with limited powers and the rule of law.
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	Identify the concept of liberty and order. Understand how civil liberties and civil rights have played an essential role in our democracy in achieving liberty and order. Know the differences between civil rights and civil liberties. There are required Supreme Court cases that apply to these topics. Explore the concept of “selective incorporation” of the Fourteenth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution.
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	Explore the importance of the American political culture. Explain how popular sovereignty is an essential aspect of our representative democracy. Compare the differences and similarities of the political parties and how they conduct elections. Analyze how political socialization determines political beliefs. Understand the nature of political participation.
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	Apply the principles of political science to the interaction among the branches of government. Be able to quantify and qualify how public policy is made and implemented. Explain the relationship between American government and politics and economics, sociology, history, and geography.





	[image: 5]


	Evaluate how policy making takes place and understand the importance of linkage institutions. Linkage institutions are political parties, elections, special-interest groups, and the mass media. You should be able to understand the purpose, goals, and development of public policy.







If you master Barron’s Essential 5, you will develop confidence and get that “5.” After reviewing the material in the book, taking the practice multiple-choice questions at the end of each unit, and taking the practice exams in the book, you will be ready for the exam.






Preface

The Advanced Placement U.S. Government and Politics course and test, unlike the other social studies AP courses and tests, is contemporary in nature. The students taking the course and the test are among the most politically aware.

Updating this book reflects a 30-year cycle of test changes that were incorporated when the first edition of the Barron’s AP U.S. Government and Politics was published.

The curriculum is organized by unit with each unit having “Big Ideas.” Each unit has what the curriculum calls “Learning Objectives,” what students must be able to do; and “Essential Knowledge,” what students need to know to perform the Learning Objectives. All content on the exam will be derived from these three areas. There are also required foundational documents and required Supreme Court cases that every student must know, as well as illustrated examples of primary and secondary documents that reflect the course objectives and understandings.

This edition is organized around the five units and five Big Ideas that are linked to the Learning Objectives. Each of the five chapters correlates to the five units of the curriculum. Each unit has specific types of multiple-choice questions and one free-response question that reflects Course Skills, Enduring Understanding, and Learning Objectives of that unit. The book also has a Diagnostic Test. It is a complete test with answer explanations and includes the four free-response questions and rubrics for those questions. The challenges faced in revising this edition were covering the unique events of President Trump's first full year in office, including his accomplishments and challenges along with key worldwide events such as the Iran war, which was still ongoing when I revised this book. These events have been integrated into the text of the book within the key concept themes.

There are four new required documents that have been added to the 2026–2027 curriculum:


	[image: ]The Wealth of Nations by Adam Smith (1776)



	[image: ]Federalist No. 39 written by Alexander Hamilton under the pseudonym Publius (1788)


	[image: ]The Emancipation Proclamation (1863)


	[image: ]The Gettysburg Address (1863)




Students should make sure they review these documents and understand their significance. Each document will appear with a summary and key quote in the appropriate unit.

In preparing for the revisions for this edition, I have relied on the guidance provided by the College Board. I want to recognize my editor, Kristen Girardi, who provided helpful assistance. I also wish to thank my wife, Phyllis, who is without a doubt the best editor I have ever known. And special thanks to my grandson, Ethan, a college student who offered valuable insight in reviewing the new Diagnostic Test and the changes made in this latest edition. I could not have completed this book without their support.

Curt Lader

January 2025








 

Introduction


A Guide to the Course and Exam

Since the newly redesigned AP U.S. Government and Politics exam curriculum framework incorporates five Big Ideas that are linked to the Learning Objectives of each unit, it makes sense to focus on them. The units of the new course are:


	[image: ]Foundations of American Democracy


	[image: ]Interaction Among the Branches of Government


	[image: ]Civil Liberties and Civil Rights


	[image: ]American Political Ideologies and Beliefs


	[image: ]Political Participation




The Big Ideas that are connected to the Enduring Understandings, the core key concepts of each unit that students should retain, are:


	1.How Constitutionalism provides for a separation of the three branches of government, a system of checks and balances among them, and the system of federalism. It also is based on the protection of minority rights through the rule of law.


	2.How Liberty and Order are established by the balance of laws, and how they are interpreted by the courts.


	3.How Civic Participation in a Representative Democracy relies on popular sovereignty and republicanism resulting in effective policy making.


	4.How the interaction among the branches of government and linkage institutions—the media, special-interest groups, political parties, and participation in elections—are Competing Policy-Making Interests and are essential to the development and implementation of public policy.


	5.How Methods of Political Analysis utilize various scientific tools to measure political socialization, voter behavior, and political institutions.




The Advanced Placement U.S. Government and Politics exam is three hours, or 180 minutes, and consists of the following:

Section 1—55 Multiple-Choice Questions (80 Minutes) Worth 50 Percent of the Exam

The multiple-choice section includes:


	1.Visual Source Analysis—Questions accompanied by a visual stimulus, such as a map, image, cartoon, or infographic. You will be asked to choose a description of the data, determine trends in the data, draw conclusions from the data, ascertain the implications of the data, determine the limitations of the data, or determine how the data illustrates political concepts. Each stimulus will have two questions testing these components.


	2.Source Analysis—Analysis/comparison questions with a text-based stimulus, using a foundational document, or a primary or secondary source. This stimulus will have three or four questions testing your ability to describe the author’s point of view, identify the implications of the author’s position, and explain the implications of the author’s position in relation to politics and government principles.


	3.Quantitative Analysis—A visual stimulus, such as line graphs, charts, tables, maps, and so on, that asks you to identify the topic presented, to explain how the stimulus relates to politics and government principles, and to explain how the conclusions the image reaches relates to politics and government principles. Each stimulus will have three questions testing these components.


	4.Comparison—Questions that ask for a similarity or difference utilizing a comparison incorporating information, such as the powers of the branches of government, Supreme Court cases, the Constitution, political parties, and so on.


	5.Concept Application and Knowledge Questions—Questions that have a concept, process, policy, or scenario; questions that rely on comprehension of content or recall of terms asking you to identify, define, attribute, explain, and so on. Some of these questions were the most common types of questions present on the AP U.S. Government and Politics exams prior to the 2019 test.




Section 2—Free-Response Section (100 Minutes) Worth 50 Percent of the Exam

Each type of free-response question will vary in the length of time it takes for you to answer depending on the type of question.

The free-response section consists of four mandatory questions:


	1.Concept Application—A multipart short answer relating to a scenario, such as an excerpt from a newspaper article or a secondary source. You must describe the political issue raised in the scenario, explain how the description impacts an aspect of government and politics, and explain how the scenario relates to politics and government. This is worth 12.5 percent of the free-response section, and the suggested time to spend on this question is 20 minutes.


	2.Quantitative Analysis—A multipart short answer that is based on a visual stimulus, such as a map, cartoon, graph, or other stimulus, that asks you to identify or describe an aspect of the data, describe a trend that the data presents, draw conclusions about the data, and explain how the data relates to government and politics. This is worth 12.5 percent of the free-response section, and the suggested time to spend on this question is 20 minutes.


	3.Supreme Court Comparison—A multipart short answer relating to a text stimulus of a non-required Supreme Court case that asks for analysis and comparison with a required Supreme Court case. This question asks you to identify similarities and differences between the two cases, provide specific information about the required case, explain and apply the information of the non-required case to the required case, and describe how the information from the required case relates to government and politics. This is worth 12.5 percent of the free-response section, and the suggested time to spend on this question is 20 minutes.


	4.Argument Essay—A more formal essay that calls for the development of an argument and/or a thesis. The question asks you to argue in favor of or against an issue, offer a detailed rationale in support of the argument using evidence, and then present a response in the form of an opposing point of view. This is worth 12.5 percent of the free-response section, and the suggested time to spend on this question is 40 minutes. Notice that this question, though worth the same as the other free-response questions, will take twice as long to complete. Please note that since 2024, the test will be taken digitally online. However, students taking the exam via the Bluebook app can still use scratch paper, which is not collected or graded. In addition, the Bluebook app includes digital tools that enable students to highlight text. It is highly recommended that students use scratch paper to plan their thesis and arguments for Essay 4, the argument essay.






Skills Needed to Succeed

Students taking the AP U.S. Government and Politics exam should be able to demonstrate proficiency and competency in the following five areas:


Concept Application


	[image: ]The analysis and interpretation of sources that illustrate political principles, processes, behaviors, and outcomes. This skill calls for a description of patterns and trends in the data. It also asks for a comparison of patterns and trends in the data enabling you to draw conclusions.






Source Analysis


	[image: ]The analysis and interpretation of primary and secondary sources that illustrate constitutional and political institutions, principles, processes, models, and/or beliefs. This skill asks you to describe and analyze the perspective of the author of the source, identify the implications of the author’s position, and explain how the source relates to political principles, institutions, processes, and beliefs.






Data Analysis


	[image: ]The analysis and interpretation of visual stimuli that illustrate political principles, institutions, processes, and behaviors. This skill asks you to identify the topic and interpret it; to explain how the stimulus relates to political principles, institutions, processes, or behaviors; and to explain the implication of the stimulus on political principles, institutions, processes, or behaviors.


	[image: ]The comparison of Supreme Court cases and how they change over time. This skill asks you to identify similarities and differences of two Supreme Court cases. Looking at the Supreme Court cases, one which is a required case and one that isn’t, you are expected to be able to identify the decision and the reasoning behind that decision. You are also expected to explain the reasoning behind the majority, concurring, and dissenting opinions of the case. In addition, you will also need to explain the similarities and differences among related Supreme Court cases.


	[image: ]The development of an argument in an essay that has a specific point of view or thesis. You must be able to defend your position or thesis and be able to both support the argument and refute the other position.







How the Test Is Scored

The Educational Testing Service sends scores to teachers and students in July. The scores are reported on the following scale:









	Score


	Average College Grade







	5—Extremely well qualified


	A





	4—Well qualified


	A−, B+, B





	3—Qualified


	B−, C+





	2—Possibly qualified


	N/A





	1—No recommendation


	







Most colleges will only give college credit for scores of 5, 4, or 3. Many colleges only give credit to those who get a 4 or 5. Scores of 1 or 2 are not accepted by colleges and universities for either credit or placement. In 2024 over 350,000 students took the exam. The score distribution was 23.2% that students received a 3, 24.8% that students received a 4, and 23.7% that students received a 5.



Study Strategies

What becomes clear is that there are overriding political science principles that are the heart of the course. You should develop a broad understanding of the United States Constitution. You must be able to understand and analyze primary and secondary sources. You must be able to comprehend and remember what the curriculum labels “Essential Knowledge,” those areas you must know. You must be able to achieve “Learning Objectives” established by local schools, instructors, and the newly redesigned curriculum. You must be able to understand key Supreme Court cases and other cases related to them. You must be able to develop clear arguments for positions you take related to political issues facing our country.

In the AP U.S. Government and Politics course, the structure and goals of government are explained in much greater detail than in the typical civics course. There is an in-depth approach to organizational components of the institutions of government as well as to the application of how government works in relation to achieving public policy. Using the internet, reading a daily newspaper (including columns and editorials), and watching the Sunday-morning political talk shows are as important as any supplementary text. Through those media, you will develop a complete understanding of the nature and function of government and politics in America. In addition, you can also become involved in the political process by volunteering to work in a local campaign.


Tips for Getting the Most Out of This Book


	[image: ]READ THE DESCRIPTION OF EACH UNIT. There are five chapter headings that correspond to the units in the curriculum. There is an introductory description of what is covered in each unit.


	[image: ]READ THE DESCRIPTION OF THE BIG IDEAS. Each unit also has a description of the Big Ideas and how they align to the content in that unit.


	[image: ]READ THE “CONTEMPORARY CONNECTION.” These connections illustrate the content of the unit and/or the Big Ideas.


	[image: ]STUDY THE KEY TERMS. These terms are the heart and soul of the Essential Knowledge that every student must know.


	[image: ]CONNECT THE KEY TERMS TO SPECIFIC TEST QUESTIONS. Test questions incorporate the key terms in the question, choices, and free-response essays.


	[image: ]DEVELOP A WORKING VOCABULARY. So much of the content related to AP U.S. Government and Politics is vocabulary. Study the list of key terms and look for them in each unit and the glossary.


	[image: ]LOOK AT THE ANSWERS THAT FOLLOW THE PRACTICE MULTIPLE-CHOICE AND FREE-RESPONSE QUESTIONS. They will guide you as to why the multiple-choice answer is correct. The free-response questions will also have a scoring rubric.






Building Your Government and Politics Vocabulary

After becoming familiar with the key terms that appear in each unit and in the glossary, you must be able to internalize them. The more you see or hear them in context, the better able you will be to master them. Become familiar with the terminology through readings, your own writing, debating topics with your classmates, and answering test-related questions. When you watch the news, listen for the terms. You will be surprised at how fast you start using the same language as politicians and elected officials.

[image: ]Example

A newspaper article talks about the prospects of a presidential veto of a rider to a Department of Defense appropriations bill.

Translation: The president may not sign a piece of legislation because an amendment he does not agree with may be included as part of a revenue bill for the Defense Department.



Reading the Text


TIP

Use a highlighter sparingly. Mark only key points.


It is highly recommended that you highlight the text if you own this book. If you highlight, be careful not to over highlight. There is nothing to be gained by highlighting paragraph after paragraph. In fact, you have more to lose—your valuable review time. Highlight key phrases, key people, key terms, and key statements. If you use index cards for your notes, you will be forced to conserve space. You can also make up your own flash cards or use the Barron’s AP U.S. Government and Politics Flash Cards as a supplement to this book.

As an alternative to highlighting and taking notes, some students prefer to outline the material. If you use this technique, you should create an outline going from general topics to specific examples. The advantage of outlining over highlighting is that you get a much more complete picture of the unit. The drawback is that it is much more difficult to study an outline than individual note cards or highlighted material. The best way to review is really up to each student.



Sample Reading with Underlining, Notes, and an Outline

Underlined Example

Interest groups and their relatives, political action committees or PACs, were formed to influence the political and legislative agenda. Utilizing lobbying techniques, individuals representing special interests attempt to gain the favor of elected officials. Some examples of interest groups are the National Rifle Association (NRA), the National Education Association (NEA), and pro-choice and pro-life organizations. Many of these groups also make contributions to the coffers of politicians or political parties. The Federal Election Commission monitors the amount of money PACs can give. There are many supporters of interest groups who claim that these groups have specialized knowledge that is helpful to legislators.

Notes

Interest Groups

AKA political action committees using lobbying techniques

Special-interest groups, such as National Rifle Association (NRA), National Education Association (NEA), pro-choice, pro-life, try to influence legislation

Monitoring agency—Federal Election Commission (FEC)

Outline

Interest Groups


	I.Nature of Interest Groups


	A.Political Action Committees


	B.Lobbyists





	II.Examples of Interest Groups


	A.National Rifle Association


	B.National Education Association


	C.Pro-Choice Organizations


	D.Pro-Life Organizations





	III.Impact of Interest Groups


	A.Monitored by the Federal Election Commission


	B.On politicians


	C.On legislation










Course Outline


	A.Foundations of American Democracy


	[image: ]Theories of representative democracies


	[image: ]Articles of Confederation


	[image: ]Declaration of Independence


	[image: ]Debate for ratification of the U.S. Constitution and compromises reached in its adoption


	[image: ]Constitutional principles including separation of powers, checks and balances, and federalism outlined in Federalist No. 10 and Federalist No. 51


	[image: ]Block grants, categorical grants, and mandates


	[image: ]McCulloch v Maryland (1819) and United States v Lopez (1995) required Supreme Court cases


	[image: ]How the interpretation of the Tenth and Fourteenth Amendments affected federalism, the commerce clause, the necessary and proper clause, and the overall balance of power between the federal and state governments





	B.Interaction Among the Branches of Government


	[image: ]Characteristics and powers of legislative, executive, and judicial branches of government:





	1.Enumerated and implied powers of Congress


	2.Different rules and procedures of the House and Senate


	3.Formal and informal powers of the president as outlined in Federalist No. 70


	4.The nature and importance of the cabinet


	5.The development of judicial review as determined by Marbury v Madison (1803)


	6.The importance of judicial independence as outlined in Federalist No. 78


	7.Judicial activism vs. judicial restraint





	[image: ]Characteristics and nature of the federal bureaucracy


	[image: ]The impact of the bureaucracy on public policy and the importance of the “iron triangle”


	[image: ]Relationship among the legislative, executive, and judicial branches of government


	[image: ]How Federalist No. 70 justifies a single executive


	[image: ]Linkage between each of the branches of government and the political culture and beliefs, political participation, interest groups, the media, and public opinion


	[image: ]How public policy is formulated and implemented


	[image: ]The nature of constituent accountability in the legislative branch


	[image: ]The importance of congressional oversight


	[image: ]How Baker v Carr (1962) and Shaw v Reno (1993) had an impact on gerrymandering and redistricting





	C.Civil Liberties and Civil Rights


	[image: ]The Bill of Rights and how it evolved


	[image: ]The interpretation and application of the First Amendment and related U.S. Supreme Court cases Engle v Vitale (1962), Wisconsin v Yoder (1972), Schenck v United States (1919), Tinker v Des Moines (1969), New York Times Co. v United States (1971)


	[image: ]Interpretation and application of the Second Amendment and debate surrounding gun control


	[image: ]Interpretation and application of the Fourth Amendment and debate surrounding the nature of the right to privacy, and the Fourteenth Amendment right to due process, as applied in Roe v Wade (1973) and Dobbs v Women’s Health Organization (2022)


	[image: ]Interpretation and application of the Fifth Amendment and how the Miranda rule guarantees due process


	[image: ]Interpretation and application of the Sixth and Seventh Amendments and how Gideon v Wainwright (1963) guaranteed the right to an attorney


	[image: ]Selective incorporation of the Fourteenth Amendment and how McDonald v Chicago (2010) established a right to bear arms in your home made applicable to the states through the Fourteenth Amendment


	[image: ]How the Fourteenth Amendment’s equal protection clause helped advance civil rights through the interpretation by the Supreme Court in Brown v Board of Education (1954) and laws passed by Congress, such as the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and its related Title IX amendments


	[image: ]Leaders of the civil rights movement


	[image: ]Social movements that advanced civil rights


	[image: ]Supreme Court rulings that have impacted minority rights, including the issues of racial gerrymandering, busing, and affirmative action





	D.American Political Ideologies and Beliefs


	[image: ]How citizen beliefs about politics and government and their relationship between these beliefs and their attitudes toward government are determined through political socialization


	[image: ]How significant political events affect political socialization


	[image: ]How public opinion polls are created, used by the media; the importance of scientific polling and how results of polls influence legislation, government, and elections


	[image: ]How political ideology of citizens and political parties impact policy debates and public policy


	[image: ]Differences between liberals, conservatives, and libertarians and how they impact social issues


	[image: ]Public-policy trends by government dealing with social issues, economic issues, and fiscal policy as determined by the Federal Reserve





	E.Political Participation


	[image: ]The role of the media as a linkage institution and how it influences public policy and elections, sometimes turning an election into primarily a horse race


	[image: ]The role social media plays in generating investigative journalism, political information, influencing elections, and influencing policy


	[image: ]The role of political parties as a linkage institution and how they recruit candidates; the role they play in elections and in influencing public policy


	[image: ]The role money plays in elections and the impact of Citizens United v Federal Election Commission (2010)


	[image: ]How citizens determine their party identification and how they participate in their political process


	[image: ]The differences in platforms between the major political parties and the role of third parties in influencing elections


	[image: ]The role of political parties in moving legislation through Congress


	[image: ]How political parties attempt to establish and play to their base of support, including various demographic groups


	[image: ]The role elections play as a linkage institution and the nature of the modern political campaign, including the difference between a caucus and a primary and the difference and impact between proportional voting versus winner take all; the role and importance of party conventions, the general election, and the Electoral College


	[image: ]How the Constitution, amendments to the Constitution, and legislation provide legal voting rights


	[image: ]Differences between midterm elections and presidential elections


	[image: ]Realignment elections and dealignment elections


	[image: ]Voting patterns of demographic groups and other factors that influence voters


	[image: ]Different voting models, including rational choice, retrospective voting, prospective voting, and party-line voting


	[image: ]The role special-interest groups and political action committees (PACs) play as linkage institutions, examples of different types of interest groups, how they try to influence legislators, the president, and bureaucrats; how campaign finance laws and Supreme Court decisions related to those laws impact special-interest groups and elections







Since there will be more questions that have stimulus material, it will take you longer to answer those types of questions. Bring a watch to the exam and work at a pace that enables you to keep from getting stuck on the more difficult questions.



Multiple-Choice Questions

There are 55 multiple-choice questions, and each question has four answer choices. You have 80 minutes to complete the section, which accounts for 50 percent of your grade. The multiple-choice questions are based on the five units found in the curriculum framework and covered in this book. The multiple-choice section is constructed to reflect the following question distribution:

Unit 1: Foundations of American Democracy (15–22%)

Unit 2: Interactions Among Branches of Government (25–36%)

Unit 3: Civil Liberties and Civil Rights (10–15%)

Unit 4: American Political Ideologies and Beliefs (10–15%)

Unit 5: Political Participation (20–27%)


Strategies for Answering Multiple-Choice Questions


	[image: ]Read the entire question. Underline key words in the question, such as which of the following explains, correctly pairs, explains the differences, explains the similarities, illustrates what is in the stimulus, and describes the author’s perspective.


	[image: ]Look for and underline key vocabulary words.


	[image: ]Read all four answer choices. Using the process of elimination can usually increase your ability to choose the correct answer.


	[image: ]Answer all the questions. Since there is no penalty for a wrong answer, try to eliminate any obvious incorrect choices and then guess. If you guess correctly, you will increase your score.


	[image: ]Go with your first instinct. Usually, your first response is the correct one.


	[image: ]Be aware of the time limitation. Since you have more time in the newly redesigned test, you should be able to answer all the questions. If you have time left, go over your test and make sure each question is answered.






Types of Multiple-Choice Questions

The multiple-choice section includes:


	1.Text-Based Analysis: Two questions asking for an analysis/comparison using a text-based stimulus, one of which is a required document. The other question would be a primary or secondary source. This stimulus has three or four questions testing your ability to describe the author’s point of view, identify the implications of the author’s position, and explain the implications of the author’s position in relation to politics and government principles.


	2.Visual Analysis: Three questions using a visual stimulus, such as a map, cartoon, image, and so on, that ask you to identify the topic presented, to explain how the stimulus relates to politics and government principles, and to explain how the conclusions the image reaches relates to politics and government principles. Each stimulus has two questions testing these components.


	3.Quantitative Analysis: Five questions using a visual stimulus, such as a graph, poll, chart, table, and so on, that ask for a description of the data, trends in the data, conclusions from the data, implications of the data, limitations of the data, and how the data illustrate political concepts. Each stimulus will have two of the questions testing these components.


	4.Questions that ask for a similarity or difference utilizing a comparison and incorporating information, such as the powers of the branches of government, Supreme Court cases, the Constitution, political parties, and so on, which you must know from the five units.


	5.Approximately 30 knowledge questions that have a concept, process, policy, or scenario.






Quantitative Analysis Based on a Foundational Primary Document

When in the Course of human events it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the political bands which have connected them with another and to assume among the powers of the earth, the separate and equal station to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature’s God entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the causes which impel them to the separation.

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness. That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed.

—Declaration of Independence


	1a.According to the Declaration of Independence, which of the following describes the first action that had to be taken in declaring independence from England?


	(A)Armed rebellion against the British troops who were stationed in the colonies


	(B)A resolution by the Continental Congress asking the king to grant independence to the colonies


	(C)Protesting unfair taxes using civil disobedience


	(D)Listing grievances that described what Parliament had done to cause the colonies to want independence







Answer: (D)

The correct answer is choice (D) because in the first paragraph of the Declaration of Independence it states that the first thing the colonists had to do in the process of declaring independence was to “declare the causes” that “impelled them to separate.” Choice (A) is incorrect because formal armed rebellion would take place after the Declaration was issued. Choice (B) is incorrect because the Declaration of Independence as a whole was the resolution to declare independence. Choice (C) is incorrect because actions such as the Boston Tea Party occurred before the Declaration of Independence was written.


	1b.Which of the following provisions of the United States Constitution achieves the goal in the Declaration of Independence of government deriving its power from the consent of the governed?


	(A)That the House of Representatives would be represented in direct proportion to a state’s population size in Article I


	(B)Equal protection of the law in the Fourteenth Amendment


	(C)The Necessary and Proper Clause in Article I, Section 8


	(D)The Supreme Court’s power to review cases in Article 3







Answer: (A)

Choice (A) is the correct answer because the apportionment clause in Article I refers to the size of congressional districts. When representatives are elected to the House, that is what gives Congress the ability to govern as a result of the consent of the people and through their elected representatives. Choices (B), (C), and (D) are important characteristics of the government but come about as a result of the process of governing.

Quantitative Analysis Based on a Secondary Source

I’m speaking to you tonight to give you a report on the state of our Nation’s economy. I regret to say that we’re in the worst economic mess since the Great Depression. . . .

The federal budget is out of control, and we face runaway deficits of almost $80 billion for this budget year that ends September 30th. That deficit is larger than the entire federal budget in 1957, and so is the almost $80 billion we will pay in interest this year on the national debt.

Twenty years ago, in 1960, our federal government payroll was less than $13 billion. Today it is $75 billion. During these 20 years our population has only increased by 23.3 percent. The federal budget has gone up 528 percent.

Now, we’ve just had 2 years of back-to-back double-digit inflation—13.3 percent in 1979, 12.4 percent last year. The last time this happened was in World War I.

In 1960 mortgage interest rates averaged about 6 percent. They’re two-and-a-half times as high now, 15.4 percent.

The percentage of your earnings the federal government took in taxes in 1960 has almost doubled.

And, finally, there are seven million Americans caught up in the personal indignity and human tragedy of unemployment. If they stood in a line, allowing 3 feet for each person, the line would reach from the coast of Maine to California.

—Ronald Reagan, Address to the Nation on the Economy (February 5, 1981)


	2a.Which of the following policies would President Reagan support to solve these problems?


	(A)Raising taxes


	(B)Lowering taxes


	(C)Increasing the size of the government workforce


	(D)Expanding social-welfare programs







Answer: (B)

Choice (B) is correct because this speech was a direct appeal to the American people to get their support to pressure a Democratic Congress to pass legislation that would address the economic hardships he described in the speech. One of the most important pieces of legislation that was passed after this speech was a significant tax-cut bill that stimulated the economy. Choices (A), (C), and (D) are incorrect because these are policies that Reagan disagreed with.


	2b.President Reagan used the bully pulpit when he gave this speech to the American people. Which of the following describes the reason why he chose this method?


	(A)The bully pulpit is a delegated power of the president.


	(B)If the president uses the bully pulpit, he does not have to give a State of the Union address.


	(C)The bully pulpit gives the president the opportunity to talk directly to the American people.


	(D)The networks do not have to give equal time to another politician if the bully pulpit is used.







Answer: (C)

Choice (C) is the correct answer because by definition the bully pulpit is a means of communication used by the president to speak directly to the American people about a policy issue that is important. Choice (A) is incorrect because the bully pulpit is not a listed power in the Constitution. It is a communication method used by the president. Choice (B) is incorrect because the Constitution has a requirement that mandates the president informing Congress about the State of the Union every year. For many years, it was not a formal speech. Choice (D) is incorrect because networks can decide whether they want to allow a response to a presidential address.

Visual Source Analysis, Such as a Map or Cartoon, That Asks for a Conclusion

There are two questions per stimulus.


[image: A man standing at a bbq tending to the food. His apron says "Mr. Chef, and he is holding a telephone to his ear.]

Grill our experts with your food safety questions. Call the USDA Hotline.

Source: Department of Agriculture




	3a.Which of the following best illustrates the point of view of the cartoon?


	(A)It is the responsibility of the consumer to be aware of food hazards.


	(B)The U.S. Department of Agriculture fought for the passage of the Meat Inspection Act.


	(C)A major task of the Department of Agriculture is to provide public information.


	(D)Congress should conduct oversight hearings regarding food safety.







Answer: (C)

Question 3a is a visual stimulus based on a political cartoon. The cartoon deals with the Department of Agriculture, a cabinet agency providing a service to the consumer. The question asks you to determine the point of view of the cartoon. Choices (A), (B), and (D) may be accurate statements, but they do not reflect what the cartoon is about. Choice (C) is correct based on the caption.


	3b.Which of the following could reduce the budget of the Department of Agriculture?


	(A)The president


	(B)The United States Supreme Court


	(C)The Food and Drug Administration


	(D)Congress







Answer: (D)

The correct answer is choice (D) because the United States Constitution gives Congress budgetary authority. Choices (A) and (B) are incorrect because even though the president and Supreme Court can make decisions impacting the Department of Agriculture, they cannot make decisions about the budget. Choice (C) is incorrect because the Food and Drug Administration has no authority over the Department of Agriculture.

A Comparison Question That Asks for a Similarity or Difference


	4.Which of the following correctly compares the differences of the Federalists and Anti-Federalists regarding the debate over the ratification of the Constitution?







	
	Federalist
	Anti-Federalist



	(A)
	Against a bill of rights
	Favored one-house legislature



	(B)
	Dominated by farmers and smaller rural communities
	Wanted decentralized power



	(C)
	Favored separation of powers
	Favored a stronger legislative branch



	(D)
	Argued for weak central government
	Wanted to amend Articles of Confederation






Answer: (C)

Question 4 asks for positions taken by the Federalists and Anti-Federalists regarding the ratification of the U.S. Constitution. Choice (A) is incorrect because Federalists were in favor of a bill of rights but did not want the Bill of Rights in the Constitution. Anti-Federalists did favor a one-house legislature. Choice (B) is incorrect because Federalists were dominated by the wealthy and city dwellers. Anti-Federalists did favor decentralized power. Choice (C) is correct because Federalists believed in separation of powers and Anti-Federalists favored a stronger legislative branch. Choice (D) is incorrect because the Federalists favored a strong central government. Anti-Federalists wanted to amend the Articles of Confederation.

A Visual Source Analysis, Such as a Graph, Poll, or Table, That Asks for a Conclusion


[image: Line graph showing US Crude Oil Prodcution and Imports in million barrels and million cubic meters per day from the years 1920-2020. Data shows that production increaded from 1920-1979, and then begins to dip form 1970-2010 and then ieceases again around 2018 to 2020. Net imports is slow to grow from 1920-1970, and then there is an spike netween 1970-1980, and then there is a decline and then a spike again from 1985-to the 2000s. and then delcining again around 2005 to 2020.]

Source: U.S. Energy Information Administration. Data: Production.




	5a.Which of the following statements is true based on this graph?


	(A)The amount of U.S. crude oil production increased between 2000 and 2010.


	(B)Overall crude oil imports have remained constant from 1910 to 2010.


	(C)An increase of U.S. crude oil production between 2000 and 2010 led to a trade surplus.


	(D)An increase of oil imports between 1985 and 2005 created a bigger reliance on foreign oil.







Answer: (D)

This is a question based on a visual stimulus. In this question, the stimulus is a graph of U.S. crude oil production and imports. The dark line represents U.S. production of crude oil, and the light line represents imports of foreign oil. In order to answer this question correctly, you must be able to interpret the chart and also draw a conclusion based on the trend lines of U.S. production vs. net imports. Answer choice (D) is correct because one conclusion you can draw from the chart is that when there is a period where there are more imports than U.S. production of crude oil, there is more reliance on foreign oil. Choices (A), (B), and (C) are incorrect because the data shown in the chart do not reflect the answer given in each choice.


	5b.Based on the results of the graph, what is a possible policy that the president can pursue?


	(A)Engage in a trade embargo with oil-producing countries


	(B)Release oil reserves


	(C)Export oil to countries that do not produce enough oil


	(D)Raise the gas tax







Answer: (C)

The correct answer is choice (C) because, according to the graph, the United States is producing more oil than it is importing. So, a limited export of oil could take place. Choice (A) would have a negative impact on oil consumption and would force the United States to find more oil. Choice (B) is an unnecessary action since releasing oil reserves would use more oil. Raising the gas tax, choice (D), is counterproductive when there is positive oil production.

A Question That Utilizes a Concept, Process, or Scenario


	6.Many critics of presidential polls point to how polls are taken and the number of polls released prior to Election Day. There are Democratic-sponsored polls, Republican-sponsored polls, daily tracking polls, aggregate polls, and polls that ask registered and likely voters who they are voting for.

Which of the following explains the greatest impact of a poll-driven election?


	(A)The polls favor the incumbent.


	(B)The polls help the candidate understand the state of the horse race.


	(C)The polls enhance the policy issues of a campaign.


	(D)The polls motivate undecided voters.







Answer: (B)

This question is based on the process of presidential preference polls and the impact it has on poll-driven elections. It makes the point that many different polls are utilized during a presidential campaign. The question asks you to choose the answer that best reflects the impact these polls have on the election. Choice (B) is correct because the impact of these polls on the race is to increase what is called the horse-race component—who is ahead at any given time. This is not necessarily a good thing, but the polls are a snapshot in time and do give candidates an idea of where the race stands. Choice (A) is incorrect because the polls show who is ahead, and that could be the challenger or the incumbent. Choice (C) is wrong because these polls do nothing to further the discussion of policy issues. In fact, they lessen the likelihood that policy is even discussed by the media. Choice (D) is incorrect because studies have shown that these polls turn off undecided voters.

A Question That Relies on Comprehension of Content, Such as Identify, Define, or Attribute

Definitional


	7.Which of the following best reflects the principle of separation of powers in the U.S. system of government?


	(A)The division of power between the federal government and state government


	(B)Qualifications for the election of the president


	(C)Congress making laws that are necessary and proper


	(D)Federal regulatory agencies implementing laws passed by Congress







Answer: (C)

This question relies on the comprehension of a definition, in this case the terms separation of powers, division of power, and regulatory agencies. Choice (A) is incorrect because division of powers refers to federalism. Choice (B) is incorrect because the qualifications for office do not represent a power of a branch. They are characteristics of a branch. Choice (C) is correct because the necessary and proper clause is a stated power of Congress. Choice (D) is incorrect because regulatory agencies are not a branch of government, but part of the federal bureaucracy.

A Question That Relies on Comprehension of Content


	8.Which of the following factors is the reason that incumbents are more likely to be successful in their reelection campaigns than challengers?


	(A)Constituent service by the incumbent


	(B)A third-party candidate in the race


	(C)Higher voter identification for the challenger


	(D)A bitter primary that the incumbent won







Answer: (A)

Question 8 asks you to identify a cause-and-effect relationship—in this case the relationship between being an incumbent and getting reelected. Choice (A) is correct because incumbents who provide excellent constituent service get to be well known by the voters. Choice (B) is incorrect because a third-party candidate splits votes and makes it harder for an incumbent to win. Choice (C) is incorrect because in most cases challengers do not have high voter identification. Choice (D) is wrong because if the incumbent has a primary challenger, it could weaken the incumbent in the general campaign.



A Question That Relies on Comprehension of Content


	9.Which of the following demographic groups would be most likely to vote?


	(A)College-educated individuals


	(B)Blue-collar workers with high school degrees


	(C)Felons who are released and eligible to vote


	(D)Senior citizens living in nursing homes







Answer: (A)

This question calls for analysis based on your knowledge of demographics. Choice (A) is correct because college-educated individuals vote in high percentages, whereas blue-collar workers with high school degrees (B), felons who are released and eligible to vote (C), and senior citizens living in nursing homes (D) do not vote in high numbers.



A Final Word About the Multiple-Choice Section


TIP

Without a doubt, the best way to improve your multiple-choice test-taking ability is through practice and repetition.


Throughout your course of study, your teacher should be giving you a variety of sample multiple-choice questions with four possible answers. These questions can come from this review book, test banks, self-generated tests, or sample questions available from the Educational Testing Service. You should become sensitive to the types of questions you score well on and to those questions that give you trouble. Keep an ongoing list of vocabulary concepts that you are not familiar with.

Also, be aware that, statistically, the multiple-choice questions when scored provide for a wide range of students correctly answering any given question. On the old test, students scored over 90 percent on some questions and as low as under 20 percent on others. There is no reason to believe it will be any different on the new test. The Educational Testing Service develops a wide range of questions based on a level of difficulty.




Free-Response Questions

You must answer four different types of free-response questions in 100 minutes. This section is worth 50 percent of your grade.

The four types of questions are as follows:


	1.Concept Application—A short excerpt from a news source that deals with a current political situation and requires you to connect that scenario to a course concept. (3 points)


	2.Quantitative Analysis—An analysis of a visual stimulus, such as a map, chart, graph, political cartoon, and so on, that requires you to make connections to the course concepts. (4 points)


	3.Supreme Court Comparison—An analysis of a Supreme Court case that requires you to analyze and compare that case to a required Supreme Court case. (4 points)


	4.Argument Essay—A formal essay that requires you to develop a thesis and argument and take a side, defend it, and respond to the opposing side using required foundational documents and other course material. (6 points)




The free-response section is scored based on a rubric (general scoring criteria) that shows a connection to the curriculum framework and gives the scoring guidelines and acceptable examples for each criterion. Each question is scored on a point system ranging from 3 points or more depending on what you are asked to do. Depending on the criteria established for the question, you receive 1 point for each task successfully completed. Full credit is obtained for each part of the answer when, for example, you identify the correct answer and then explain it through the use of examples. You can also receive partial credit. These points are calculated to give a score for the free-response section. It is important to remember that when answering a free-response question, the goal is to fully address the listed tasks. You must then give specific examples to support your answer. If you answer the questions completely and correctly provide adequate examples, you will receive full credit.


Key Terms Used in Free-Response Questions

Describe

Describe the syllabus of a required Supreme Court case.



Explain

Using the required Supreme Court case, explain how that case is the same or different from a similar case.



Identify

Identify the constitutional clause used by the Supreme Court to decide a case.



Describe

Describe how states spend money on Medicaid.



Draw a conclusion

Draw a conclusion about the data.



Define

Define incorporation.



Develop an argument by articulating a clear and defensible claim or thesis

Articulate a clear and defensible claim or thesis that supports your position and makes an argument against the other position.



By supporting your claim

Support your claim with clear evidence and support your arguments.



By responding to the opposing point of view

Respond to the opposing point of view with a clear argument.



Free-Response Question Type 1


Concept Application—Scenario Question (3 pts.) (20 Minutes)




How to Write a Free-Response Answer


The Concept Application short answer with a scenario question gives you the background information in a source, for example, a newspaper article or editorial column. So, step 1 is reading that passage and understanding what the scenario is all about. Step 2 is understanding what the question is asking you to do. You must be able to apply the course content to address the problem raised in the scenario. This free-response question calls on you to provide short answers to the tasks. Make sure you label each task in your answer A, B, or C.



Sample Concept Application Question Using a Scenario

The debates surrounding human embryonic stem cells concern issues such as what restrictions should be made on studies using these types of cells. At what point does one consider life to begin? Is it just to destroy an embryo cell if it has the potential to cure countless numbers of patients? Political leaders are debating how to regulate and fund research studies that involve the techniques used to remove the embryo cells. No clear consensus has emerged. Other recent discoveries may extinguish the need for embryonic stem cells.

After reading the above scenario, respond to Parts A, B, and C below:


	A.Identify and describe a power of the president that can be used to address the issues raised in this scenario.


	B.In the context of this scenario, explain how the power described in Part A, used by the president, can be affected by the judiciary.


	C.In the context of this scenario, explain how decisions made by the president and courts can both be affected by special-interest groups.




Explanation and Discussion of Sample Scenario Free-Response Question

This question is based on the health controversy surrounding embryonic stem cell research and whether these cells can be used for research after a women’s egg has been fertilized. Less controversial means of obtaining these cells are when they are taken with the parent’s consent from the umbilical cord after the baby is born.

The redesigned AP U.S. Government and Politics curriculum emphasizes the mastery of your ability to analyze and interpret text-based sources. In this question the text source is a scenario.

Part A asks you to identify and describe a power of the president that can be used to make a decision regarding what options can be used in using embryonic cells for research. The president uses the inherent power of making an executive order. An executive order gives the president the power to establish guidelines without accompanying legislation. President George W. Bush issued an executive order restricting federal funding for using human embryos for research. President Obama reversed this order and as a result there was greater embryonic cell research. Part B requires you to apply the power in Part A and show how the courts can get involved in making a ruling about the power. In this case the courts heard a case challenging Obama’s executive order, and ultimately the Supreme Court decided not to hear the case, which meant that a lower-court ruling upholding the order would remain in effect. Part C builds upon what outside special-interest groups can do to change what the president and/or court have decided. In this case special-interest groups, such as pro-choice and pro-life groups, can galvanize their bases to elect a president who could either support or oppose the executive order of a previous president. A good example of this was the election of Donald Trump in 2016. Pro-life groups supported him, and he reversed many of President Obama’s executive orders.



Scoring Rubric

This question is 3 points.









	Part A





	Scoring Criteria


	Applicable Units


	Scoring Guidelines and Examples of Correct Answers







	Identify and describe a power the president can use to address the issues raised in the scenario.


	Interaction Among the Branches of Government (powers of the president, judiciary), Political Participation (special-interest groups)


	Examples must include a power of the president: That is, sign an executive order to restrict or allow federal funding of embryonic stem cell research, or sign legislation passed by Congress dealing with this issue. (1 pt.)





	Part B





	Scoring Criteria


	Applicable Unit


	Scoring Guidelines and Examples of Correct Answers





	Explain how the president’s power can be impacted by the judiciary.


	Foundations of American Democracy


	The answer must describe the possible responses by the judicial branch of the executive order that the president issued: The president signs an executive order restricting or supporting federal funds for embryonic stem cell research, and the courts can either uphold or reverse the order. The president can order the National Institute of Health (NIH) to use embryonic stem cells from rejected fertilized eggs, or the president can sign or veto congressional legislation that addresses this issue. (1 pt.)





	Part C





	Scoring Criteria


	Applicable Unit


	Scoring Guidelines and Examples of Correct Answers





	Explain how the president’s actions can be impacted by special-interest groups.


	Political Participation


	Special-interest groups, such as pro-choice and pro-life groups, can galvanize their bases to elect a president who could either support or oppose the executive order of a previous president: These groups can encourage their members to vote for or against a presidential candidate depending upon the position that candidate takes, or these groups can, through political action committees, run ads supporting the special-interest group’s position. (1 pt.)









Free-Response Question Type 2


Quantitative Analysis Question (4 pts.) (20 Minutes)


The free-response Quantitative Analysis question using a visual stimulus gives you a visual, such as a map, graph, chart, political cartoon, or some other visual. So, step 1 is looking at the visual stimulus and understanding what the visual is illustrating. Look for written information, such as captions, labels, and other identifiers, that gives you an explanation as to what the graphic is about. Step 2 is understanding what the question is asking you to do. You must be able to connect the course content to the written passage and do what the tasks ask you to do. The visual stimulus question, called the quantitative analysis question, also requires you to write succinct answers to the tasks you have to complete. Make sure you label each task in your answer A, B, or C.







Sample Free-Response Quantitative Analysis Question


[image: Ling graph of voter turnout from 1976 to 2012 amongt white, black, and Hispanic voters. The data is as follow: 1976: white/89, black/9, Hispanic/1. 1980: white/89, black/10, Hispanic/2. 1984: white/89, black/9, Hispanic/2. 1988: white/85, black/10, Hispanic/3. 1992: white/87, black/8, Hispanic/2. 1996: white/83, black/10, Hispanic/1. 2000: white/81, black/10, Hispanic/2. 2004: white/77, black/11, Hispanic/2. 2008: white/74, black/13, Hispanic/2. 2012: white/72, black/13, Hispanic/10. ]

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, November supplement, 2008 to 2020.




	A.Compare the trend of the share of the white vote to the Black, Hispanic, and Asian vote from 2008 to 2020 as illustrated by the chart.


	B.Draw a conclusion about the data and identify one limitation.


	C.Explain how voter turnout shown in the graphic demonstrates the principle of political culture or political participation.






Explanation and Discussion of the Free-Response Visual Analysis Question

The redesigned AP U.S. Government and Politics curriculum emphasizes the skill of the analysis and interpretation of visual information and the skills of identifying a topic perspective as well as an explanation of how the elements of a visual stimulus relate to political culture and political participation. This question presents a graph of the voter turnout trends of white, Black, Hispanic, and Asian voters in presidential elections from 2008 to 2020.

Part A asks you to compare a trend of the share of voter turnout between white voters and non-Hispanic Black, Hispanic, and Asians in presidential elections from 2008 to 2020. This is an important demographic comparison because other than 2012 the white voter turnout was higher than the Black, Hispanic, and Asian voter turnout.

Part B asks you to draw a conclusion about the data and one limitation the graph has. While minority voters are still lagging below white voter turnout other than in 2012, this trend still can have a significant impact on presidential elections. In fact, it did in 2012 when Black voters in battleground states gave Barack Obama victories. A limitation of the graph is that you are not able to determine which states had the greatest trend difference between white voters and minority voters.

Part C asks you to apply the information in the charts to the principles of political culture and political participation. Political socialization influences voting and voter identification. Minority voters tend to identify with the Democratic Party, whereas a majority of white voters tend to vote Republican. Voter turnout relates to political participation (ethnic voter turnout impacts election results) especially in battleground states.



Scoring Rubric

This question is 4 points.









	Part A







	Scoring Criteria


	Applicable Units


	Scoring Guidelines and Examples of Correct Answers





	Compare the trend.


	American Political Ideologies and Beliefs (citizen beliefs), Political Participation (voter turnout)


	Accurately compares a trend of the share of the white vote to the Black, Hispanic, and Asian vote in the presidential elections from 2008 to 2020 (1 pt.)





	Part B





	Scoring Criteria


	Applicable Units


	Scoring Guidelines and Examples of Correct Answers





	Draw a conclusion and limitation from the graph.


	American Political Ideologies and Beliefs (citizen beliefs), Political Participation (voter turnout)


	Draws a conclusion about the data: While minority voters are still lagging below white voter turnout other than in 2012, this trend still can have a significant impact on presidential elections. (1 pt.)

Identifies one limitation about the data: Voter turnout does not identify the states where these increases took place. (1 pt.)





	Part C





	Scoring Criteria


	Applicable Units


	Scoring Guidelines and Examples of Correct Answers





	Explain how voter turnout shown in the graphic demonstrates the principle of political participation.


	American Political Ideologies and Beliefs (citizen beliefs), Political Participation (voter turnout)


	Gives an example of how voter turnout relates to political culture (i.e., political socialization influences voting and voter identification): Voter turnout relates to political participation (ethnic turnout impacts election results) especially in battleground states. (1 pt. for either answer)










Free-Response Question Type 3


Supreme Court Comparison Question (4 pts.) (20 Minutes)

The Supreme Court comparison question gives you a written passage that interprets a non-required Supreme Court case and asks you to apply and compare that case with a connected required Supreme Court case. It may be a longer passage than the scenario presented in the first type of essay. So, step 1 is reading the passage and understanding what it is all about. Step 2 is understanding what the question is asking you to do. You must be able to connect the course content, including knowing the facts, issue, holding, and the reasoning and decision of the case, to the written passage and what the tasks ask you to do. The text-analysis question also requires you to write succinct answers to the tasks that you have to complete. Make sure you label each task in your answer A, B, or C.

Sample Supreme Court Comparison Free-Response Text-Analysis Question

Alan Bakke, a 32-year-old white male, applied to the medical school of the University of California at Davis. He was rejected twice. In Bakke’s place, students with lesser qualifications with minority backgrounds were being admitted.

In the ensuing case, Regents of University of California v Bakke (1978), the issues of affirmative action and reverse discrimination were decided by the United States Supreme Court. The case fractured the court; the nine justices issued a total of six opinions. Finding diversity in the classroom to be a compelling state interest, the court ruled that affirmative action in general was allowed under the Constitution and the Civil Rights Act of 1964 because race could be used as a factor. Nevertheless, UC Davis’s program went too far for a majority of justices, and it was struck down and Bakke was admitted. The practical effect of the Bakke case was that most affirmative action programs continued without change.


	A.Identify the constitutional clause that is the same in both University of California v Bakke (1978) and Brown v Board of Education (1954).


	B.Based on the clause identified in Part A, explain how the constitutional issue in Brown v Board of Education (1954) was a precedent used for the Bakke case.


	C.Describe how the issue of affirmative action can be limited or advanced by actions taken by Congress, the states, or the public.




Explanation and Discussion of Supreme Court Analysis Question

This question is based on an understanding of one of the required Supreme Court cases in the newly redesigned curriculum, Brown v Board of Education (1954). The issues of equal protection under the law and the due process guarantee found in the Fourteenth Amendment apply to both the Brown case and Regents of University of California v Bakke (1978). The text in the question summarizes the facts and issues raised by the Bakke case.

The redesigned AP U.S. Government and Politics curriculum emphasizes the mastery of required Supreme Court cases. It also asks you to analyze, interpret, and compare text-based sources, in this case a required and non-required Supreme Court case.

Part A asks you to identify the constitutional clause the Bakke and Brown cases have in common. The Fourteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution guarantees both equal protection under the law and due process. It prohibits states from denying its citizens either of them. In the Bakke case, Alan Bakke claimed his due process and equal protection rights were denied because he was being discriminated against by the University of California because minority students were admitted who had credentials that were lower than his credentials. In Brown, the students argued their equal protection and due process rights were violated because they were forced to go to segregated schools that the state claimed were “separate but equal.”

Part B directs you to show how the constitutional issue in Brown was used as a precedent for the Bakke case. It is ironic that even though the university was admitting minority students as part of its affirmative action program, Bakke’s lawyers argued that his rejection was a case of reverse discrimination and that he, like the students in the Brown case, should also be protected by the Fourteenth Amendment’s equal protection and due process clauses.

Part C wants you to show how Congress, the states, or the public can limit or advance affirmative action programs. Congress can limit or advance these programs by passing legislation and by providing federal funds to advance affirmative action. The states can limit or advance affirmative action programs by passing legislation that directs public universities to guarantee or restrict minority representation. Citizens can initiate ballot referendums, as the citizens of California did to restrict affirmative action programs.



Scoring Rubric

This question is 4 points.









	Part A







	Scoring Criteria


	Applicable Units


	Scoring Guidelines and Examples of Correct Answers





	Identify the constitutional issue that the majority opinion uses in both cases.


	Foundations of American Democracy (judicial review), Civil Rights and Civil Liberties (equal protection under the law and due process rights found in the Fourteenth Amendment)


	Explanation of what the equal protection and due process clauses of the Fourteenth Amendment mean and how they apply to the Bakke and Brown cases. (1 pt.)





	Part B





	Scoring Criteria


	Applicable Units


	Scoring Guidelines and Examples of Correct Answers





	Explain how the constitutional issue used in the Brown case was used as a precedent for the Bakke case.


	Foundations of American Democracy (judicial review), Civil Rights and Civil Liberties (equal protection under the law and due process rights found in the Fourteenth Amendment)


	Since Brown v Board of Education (1954) established that a violation of the equal protection and due process clauses results in a violation of a person’s civil rights, the case established a precedent for future cases. Bakke argued that his rejection by the university was reverse discrimination and the principle established in the Brown case should apply to him. (1 pt.)





	Part C





	Scoring Criteria


	Applicable Units


	Scoring Guidelines and Examples of Correct Answers





	Describe how affirmative action can be limited or advanced by Congress, the states, or the public.


	Foundations of American Democracy (judicial review), Civil Rights and Civil Liberties (equal protection under the law and due process rights found in the Fourteenth Amendment)


	Congress: Congress can limit or advance this program by passing legislation, or Congress can provide federal funds to advance affirmative action programs (i.e., Civil Rights Act of 1964, Voting Rights Act).

States: States can limit or advance affirmative action programs by passing legislation that directs public universities to guarantee or restrict minority representation.

Citizens: Citizens can initiate ballot referendums as the citizens of California did to restrict affirmative action programs. In response to the Bakke case, California citizens petitioned the legislature to put on the ballot Proposition 187, which restricted affirmative action programs. (2 pts.)










Free-Response Question Type 4



Argument Essay (6 pts.) (40 Minutes)


The free-response question asking you to develop a formal argument, called the Argument Essay, gives you a scenario that has a controversial point of view. So, step 1 is looking at the scenario and understanding what the opposing positions are. Step 2 is understanding what the question is asking you to do. In







	

	

	

	

	








	









Scoring Rubric
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