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EDWARD AND NAOMI HAVE been spending a lot of quality time together. So much so that Edward has found himself in a precarious place. Should he leave his life of crime to be the best man that he can be for her? If she found out what he does to make money, surely she would leave him in the dust. 

Ed’s search for a straight job leads him to more stress and anxiety, until Max calls him up with news from one of their old dead drops. There’s now a job to be had. A big job. Will it be worth it to Ed to pull off what would undoubtedly be the biggest heist of his life? Can he do it and walk away, or would entrance into the elite White Panthers secure him a place of freedom to do what he loves and still stay with the woman he loves?

Kyle is back to make sure Ed doesn’t succeed. His need to be the best drives him to stop Edward at all costs, including playing head games and cheating. Who will win the showdown between the two ex-partners?

Contents

Heistdom Series

Find Lexy Timms:

Heistdom Book 3 – Diamond Heist

Prologue

Chapter 1

Chapter 2

Chapter 3

Chapter 4

Chapter 5

Chapter 6

Chapter 7

Chapter 8

Chapter 9

Chapter 10

Chapter 11

Chapter 12

Chapter 13

Chapter 14

Smile For Me Description

Heistdom Series

Find Lexy Timms:

FREE READS?

More by Lexy Timms:

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Prologue


[image: ]


July 2017. 3 am. Brazil

The water was cold and dark. Zero glanced at the backlit numbers on his underwater watch and adjusted the tank on his back to a slightly more comfortable position. He hated having to wait. But soon there would be action, plenty of it, and it would mean the end of a rival. However, to get to the fun he first had to be patient. A smile played across his lips.

I can’t wait.

He had known about the submarine for some time, but had wisely chosen to wait for the best time to plan his attack. Months had been spent, by himself and his White Panthers, learning everything they could about the Riachuelo, otherwise known as the ‘lost submarine.’ It was brilliant really, using a ship that had been officially decommissioned after having been ‘lost at sea’ in a freak accident. 

Money could do amazing things. What the money of one Carlo Mendazi was doing, however, was putting a dent in a marketable business area Zero controlled. He was all for having people to compete with, as he loved competition—that was the whole point of his thieves’ game, Heistdom, after all. What he didn’t like was how Mendazi couldn’t seem to keep his business on his own continent. Competition was one thing; taking over his territory was a completely different beast.

If Mendazi had just kept his business in Colombia and the rest of South America, it wouldn’t have been an issue. However, with the Riachuelo at his beck and call, he had extended his reach into North America.  This was not okay. He never actually entered North American waters, but his sub was able to carry drugs from Colombia, at will throughout the Atlantic. It would then meet up at sea with other ships carrying weapons, slaves, or money for trade. Then, the sub would simply submerge and head back home. 

Zero admired the simplicity of it, but for Mendazi to have exclusive access to the entire Eastern Seaboard did not sit well with him. Some of the biggest cities he catered to were on the east coast. New York especially, had branched out to the Colombian and eased away from the White Panthers. If Carlo had kept his business to Florida maybe Zero would have let it slide, but moving up the coast was not an option. Not only was it competition on his home turf, but it would draw undue attention to the White Panthers when other police forces converged on the city to catch the South American. There was already enough pressure on the Panthers. Not that they couldn’t handle it. But add any more and his whole organization would be at risk of being caught. 

That, he couldn’t tolerate. 

It also didn’t help that Mendazi’s other claim to fame was the slaughter of an American family of evangelists who’d spoken out very publicly against the drug trade, meaning that wherever he had dealings there was sure to be a heavy police presence. The public didn’t take well to the killing of a group of peacefully- protesting Christians. 

Nope, the man had to go.

Along with Zero in the murky deep were his top six operatives. They were all protected from the chill of the water by their thick wetsuits. Along with their scuba gear each member of the Panthers was heavily armed, right down to the knives tucked into their boots. The most interesting item each had was an underwater bomb, wrapped tightly in synthetic cord. These bombs were small, but volatile. Each one tied securely to the dive belts of the seven Panthers. 

The weaponry and firepower they carried were necessary, even for the surprise ambush they’d spent months preparing. It became easy to see that Mendazi was a smart man. He’d hired ex-Brazilian Special Forces members to crew his underwater mule. There were few of them on board, but they were fierce. Every move the Panthers made needed to be timed just right and had to be executed perfectly, with simply no second chances on this particular mission. 

Mendazi might have been smart, but Zero was smarter.

The three men and three women who made up his top six floated in formation around him. Their call signs were simple—they were using the numerals 1 through 6. Zero formed the center of a hexagonal- shaped ring and waited impatiently for the sub to approach. They floated just above where it was known to pass, so each of them watched the water beneath them for any sort of sign that would give away the monstrous ship. 

As it turned out, it was their ears that gave them the first hint of the approaching craft. The vibrations from the powerful engines throbbed in their chests like a second heartbeat as they watched the behemoth appear through the gloom. 

Zero wasted no time. He signaled to his Panthers. Each one loosed the bomb they were holding. They fell straight down, the strands of cord resembling the long electrifying tendrils of a jellyfish. To the sub they were invisible, and the ship passed through the explosive curtain none the wiser. As the sub made its way under the Panthers, they braced themselves for what would come next. This was the most dangerous part of the plan, but also the most important.

The dangling cords got caught up in the twisting propellers of the sub and swung the small bombs into the turbines, effectively killing the propellers. The cords served a second purpose. As the propellers wound the bombs up, they also pulled the Panthers toward the sub at great speeds. As they approached the slowing vehicle, the Panthers unhooked themselves and took up their predesignated places on the ship. 

Zero swam along the top of the ship, dropping smaller magnetic bombs onto the hull at the tail and nose end. It was over in minutes. As soon as he and his crew were clear, he pressed a small button on his watch and detonated the little bombs.

They blew just above the ventilation system. 

By that time the crew of the Riachuelo knew they were being ambushed, but with no propeller and a ventilation system no longer emitting oxygen they had no choice but to bring the sub to the surface. 

It went like clockwork.

Zero smiled as the craft began to rise, meeting the floating feet of his Panthers, who then rode the metallic bobber up to the surface. He sensed it would be an intense fight, but the Panthers were well-equipped. Their silvery white suits made them hard to see against the surface of the ocean in the moonlight. Their infrared goggles would give them the advantage. Not to mention the silenced pistols carried in waterproof sacks on their backs and the large knives they carried. They were nothing if not thorough.

When the sub crested, the Panthers were on the move. One and Two were at the head of the craft, while Three and Four surrounded the tail hatch. 

Five stood tall next to the conning tower. He held a large remote in his hand to guide a fast boat to their location. On the screen, he could be able to watch the green blip indicating their getaway vehicle nearing at fantastic speeds. If all went as planned, it would reach the sub just as they were finishing up and ready to depart. 

Six was at the main hatch, working to pry it open. He was the point man and the rest of the mission hinged on his success. A moment later he had it. With the hatch open, the rest of the Panthers dropped flashbangs and grenades into the opening then entered a moment later. Six pulled two pistols from his belt and leapt into the hatch feet-first, ready for battle. 

With their goggles and scuba gear, the Panthers had a major advantage. They were able to see and breathe in the smoky cabin of the ship. Zero imagined them inside, moving around quickly and quietly. 

He listened to the reports coming in over the headset. The crew of the ship, clearly frightened, grabbed AK-47s and twisted around in the murky dark of what would become their coffin. To the men working aboard the craft, the intruders were ghosts. So silent were they that only the faint puff of air from the silenced pistols and small muzzle flashes could be seen and heard. Zero worked with them, feeling the joy surge through his veins as he fired his own weapon again and again.

The Panthers worked from both ends of the craft, wiping out the Brazilians wherever they were encountered. It was quick and bloody work, and soon the crew of Panthers met up in the middle of the ship. They acknowledged the presence of each other and Six signaled Five on top of the ship to let him know that they were ready for him.

Five was the lead technician. They needed him to sweep for any kind of traps or electronic devices surrounding the cargo they had just acquired. With a sigh, Five tied the getaway boat to a cleat welded into the side of the sub and set the remote inside it. As he was about to enter the nose hatch, Zero emerged. Five offered a stiff salute and disappeared into the murky gloom. 

Zero removed his mask and took a deep breath of the night air. It was invigorating. He felt alive, but tired. For a bit of a pick-me-up, he dug into one of the pouches on his belt and retrieved a small inhaler. This little toy was one of his new inventions and a concoction that would revolutionize the drug trade. He placed the device between his lips and pressed the plunger while taking a deep breath. In seconds, his exhaustion was gone and he was ready to take on the world again.

After all, there would be little more excitement tonight.

* * *
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INSIDE THE SHIP, FIVE wove his way around the bodies strewn about as he made his way to the center of the ship. There he would meet with the rest of his crew and oversee the actual heist to make sure that nothing had been lost in the process. The night was dwindling and they needed to move quickly to unload the massive craft’s cargo onto their own, smaller boat. What they couldn’t take would most likely find its way to the depths of the Atlantic, but that would be dealt with later. Five was methodical and had to work one problem at a time. He broke the Panthers up into smaller teams and had them start shuffling the crates of cargo to the head hatch of the ship, which was closer to the speedboat. 

Six and Four went up first and took hold of each crate as it passed along the line. As they worked, Five took a short tour around the ship, looking into every nook and peering beneath every bench. He had a secondary job to do as well—a fairly important one. 

When all the cargo crates had been moved out to the top of the sub, the Panthers retreated and began to reload and secure what they could onto the speedboat. It was easier to do without the large, cumbersome crates so they opened each one and secreted its contents away in different hidey holes within the small craft. It didn’t look like much, but the speedboat had been nearly hollowed out to have a lot of room inside to store its illegal cargo. 

Five approached Zero, who stood near the conning tower and observed the loading of the boat. 

Zero looked pleased that the heist had gone so well. They would be gone long before the sun came blazing over the horizon. 

“A good night’s work, Five. How did your little side project go?”

“All’s well, sir.” Five drew his hand along his bald head and removed the head cover of his wetsuit. He was starting to sweat in the neoprene and wanted nothing more than to shed it and get into something lighter. He had no clue how the others were managing. When Two passed them, he saw that his comrade hadn’t even removed his air tanks. “It looks like we’ll be ready to go very soon.”

The crew had managed to pack all but three crates’ worth of product into the boat in less than thirty minutes. They were making perfect time. In another five minutes or so, they would be out of the wretched sub and headed back to land.

With the noise of opening of the crates and shifting the contents, none of the Panthers heard the sound of metal on metal coming from the hatch near them. Nor did they pick up the scent of charred flesh on the salty ocean wind. In his final act, one of the soldiers from the Riachuelo pulled himself up out of the hatch and laid his AK-47 against the top of the submarine. He was burned badly, but he had a job and he was a fierce man. They would not get away with what they had done to his crew. Such dishonor should not come to Señor Carlo Mendazi. With a growl of anger, he pulled the trigger and let the automatic fire fan out wildly from his position. 

There were shouts of surprise. The Panthers reacted quickly by jumping ship. The crew loading the boat leapt off the side of the sub and into the water in an attempt to get away from the hail of bullets. Six, who’d been in the speedboat loading, hit the deck and covered his head. There was no shot for him to take against the man in the sub, many feet above him. When he realized he was safe enough, he grabbed whatever he could and started fishing the other Panthers from the water. All made it to the boat except for Zero and Five.

On the top of the submarine, Five shoved Zero out of the way and followed him to the deck of the ship. A bullet zinged by and hit the conning tower right where they were standing. The vibration of metal on metal rang out on the ship and caused their teeth to rattle. Five could hear the maniac screaming in Portuguese, but couldn’t make out what he was saying. His main priority at this point was to get Zero and himself to the speedboat. Over the sound of the blasting gun, he could hear the boat start up.

The rest of the Panthers were prepared to go, but they would never leave without Zero. Five stood and grabbed Zero, pushing the older man to the edge of the sub. From where they stood, they could see the speedboat.

Six started the boat in their direction as Zero slid down
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