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“SOMETIMES THE HEART sees what is invisible to the eye.”

Bree was the type of woman who relished in the joy of her existence. She was always outside, she surfed, painted and helped out at local charities. She had a ton of friends and she was in a serious relationship. 

Until her life came to an abrupt halt. After a bad breakup, she was in a car accident and she lost her sight through blunt force trauma to her face. She should have counted her blessings, she knew that. She could have lost her life. 

But suddenly, everything is drenched in black. She knows the beauty of the world is out there, but she can’t reach it. And she hates her life, now. No matter how hard her friends and her father are trying to help her live again. 

When her father hires a caregiver to look after her, Bree’s furious. She needs her sight back, not a babysitter. 

And damned if she’s not going to spend every minute resenting it all and hating her life. 
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Bree

“Dammit!” I shouted, jumping up from the couch and dropping the remote in the process. “Why do you always have to do this?”

“Bree, you’re being ridiculous!” Nate shouted back. “What’re you ticked about now? You’re always friggin’ pissed.”

I closed my eyes, shaking my head. “I’m not always pissed. I’m tired of you constantly asking me when we’re going to get married. We can’t even agree on what kind of takeout we want. How do you think we’re ready to get married?”

He stepped towards me, trying to take my hands. I pulled away, moving around the coffee table. He looked at me, his dark eyes flashing with irritation. For a brief moment, I remembered how handsome I used to think he was. I suppose he still was handsome, but to me, he was mostly just annoying now. To me, he’d become like a scratchy wool blanket, wrapped around me and irritating me like crazy.

“Bree, it’s a stupid fight over pizza or Chinese. Married couples fight over things like that. We’re normal. You’re making a mountain out of a molehill. As usual.”

“Nate, we’re not married,” I said, scoffing at his attitude. “It isn’t just about the fact that I wanted Chinese. It’s everything. Every. Little. Thing.”

He shook his head, putting his hands on his hips as he stared at me with an expression that reminded me so much of my father. I felt like I was being scolded. Was he going to ground me because I didn’t want to go to the stupid bridal fair? “You’re throwing a fit because you want to go out with your friends instead of planning our wedding. That’s what this is about. You’re picking a fight and hoping I’ll just give up.”

Growling with frustration, I felt an unreasonable urge to stomp my foot. “I’m not going to eat cake with you! I don’t give a shit what kind of cake there is! Why do we have to eat cake this weekend anyway?”

Feeling on the edge of hysterical, I was aware I was overreacting, but it had been building for a good year. The whole subject was a constant source of irritation for me. He was always bugging me about doing this or that for our wedding. The final straw had been the fight over him insisting we have pizza and watch a stupid Rom-com. 

“We’ve been dating for three years, engaged for two. When are we ever going to make this happen? I’m tired of waiting. I want to get married and start a family.”

Blowing out a breath, I tried to calm myself down. “I told you when you asked me to marry you that I wasn’t ready. You said you were okay with taking it slow.”

“That was two years ago.”

“Yeah, and it feels like every day since you’ve asked me when we’re going to get married. You don’t think I’ve noticed the magazines or the random emails I get, or the tickets to the bridal fair? You’re pressuring me and I don’t like it.”

He came around trying to touch me again. “Okay, I’ll back off. I’m sorry. I thought you just needed a little push.”

I threw my arms up. “A little push! You are about as subtle as a bull in a china shop!”

“Stop it!” he shouted. “You’re just acting like a child. Three fucking years, Bree. How long are you going to string me along?”

I narrowed my eyes at him. “I’m not stringing you along. Why are you in such a fucking hurry to get married? I’m twenty-five, you’re twenty-six. We’re not exactly pushing up against old age. I want to live. I want to be free. I don’t want to be a wife. I liked what we had before, but lately, you’ve become so serious, so pushy. So damn bossy!”

“I’m supposed to be your fiancé, your future husband. I’m not being bossy. I care about you and want to ensure you make good decisions. I’m trying to help you be the best you can be. You flit around doing nothing with your life.”

I laughed. “You are not my father. I’m a grown woman. I don’t need your guidance. You need to worry about yourself. And I certainly don’t ‘flit around,’ as you said,” unable to keep the sarcasm from her voice. “I spent four years in college, working my ass off, and now I am trying to get my gallery off the ground. I have a lot going on right now, and a wedding is the last thing I want to think about. You need to back off.”

“I can’t do that. I love you and you’re going to be my wife. We need to start thinking about our future. We need to save our money and think about buying our own house. Your dad said he would help us out. You don’t even need to work. He’ll support you.”

“I don’t want to live off his money! I want to be independent!”

He made a disgusted sound. “You don’t have to pretend with me. You were born rich. You’ll always be rich. You’ve played at being Little Miss Independent long enough. It’s time to settle down and live the life you were born into.”

“Wow.” I stared at him and in that moment, realized he was not the man I thought I loved. He was not a man I could spend the rest of my life with. Somewhere, in the back of my mind, I had known he wasn’t the one. I had hoped he eventually would be, but it wasn’t getting any better. His family had money, but nothing like my father. Listening to him talk this way gave me the feeling my appeal to him was more about my trust fund than the person I was.

“Nate, I can’t do this anymore,” I said, with total exhaustion. I couldn’t pretend. I didn’t have the strength or even the desire to pretend we would be okay. 

“Let’s sit down. We can watch that survival show if you want. You’re tired. I’m tired. We’ll sleep on it and tomorrow we’ll go to that little café on the beach you like so much.”

He was trying to appease me now. This was how most of our fights went. We got mad, he insisted we leave it alone and never talk about what was really going on. Burying our problems all this time had resulted in the mountain he insisted I was making. 

“It’s not about watching what I want,” I told him. “I’m tired of always fighting. We fight over every little thing. Aren’t you tired of it? We can’t spend ten minutes together without arguing about something stupid.”

He waved a hand. “We’ll work through it. Growing pains, you know. We have to learn how to live with each other. All couples go through this.”

“Well, it’s not for me. I don’t want to get used to it or work through it. I’m done.”

He flinched, glaring at me. “You don’t get to say we’re done.”

My eyebrows shot up. “Excuse me? I think I can.”

He shook his head. “No, you don’t. I did not hang on for three fucking years, putting up with your spoiled princess bullshit for you to dump me before we get down the aisle. This is just another one of your tantrums. You’ll get over it.”

My mouth fell open. “Spoiled princess? I am no such thing.”

“You are daddy’s little girl. You know you have him wrapped around your little finger. You’re just pissed because I don’t bow down to you.”

“I’m out of here,” I hissed snatching my purse and keys off the table. 

“Bree, wait!” he shouted. 

I didn’t stop. I slammed the door and walked as fast as my legs would carry me to my car. He had crossed a line. I was so glad I’d been able to see his true colors before I actually married his sorry ass. 

Slamming the car door, I started the BMW and hit the gas. I was spoiled, but that didn’t mean I was a brat. I couldn’t help that my father was wealthy. He liked to buy me things. It wasn’t like I asked for it. It made my dad happy to take care of me. He deserved to have some happiness in his life. 

I jumped on the Pacific Highway, wanting to feel the wind in my hair. I rolled down the window and blasted the radio. I didn’t care that it was raining. I leaned my face closer to the window and let the rain splash against me before I realized my leather seats were getting soaked. I pushed the button, rolling up the window and putting the wipers on high. I replayed the argument in my head, slapping my hand against the steering wheel. I was so pissed. 

How dare he speak to me like a child! His overdone caring and doting ways had gotten old fast. He smothered me. He tried to stop me from doing the things I liked, cautioning me against the dangers of everything under the sun. I screamed out loud, slapping my hand against the steering wheel again. I hated being coddled. 

I was furious that I had wasted three years of my life with him. Three years! I could have dated and gone out with my friends more. I could have gone on that ski trip instead of letting him talk me out of it. I felt like I had missed out on so much because I had let him dictate what I should and shouldn’t do. No more. 

That’s it. I was going to start living my life the way I wanted to. I had waited too long to truly live. I was going to surf more often. Paint more. Live more. Just be me. I had lost myself at some point in this relationship and had shriveled up a little more each day. 

“No more!” I shouted, cranking the stereo higher. 

Glancing down at the speedometer, I realized I was speeding, but I didn’t care. The highway was mine that night. I needed to put distance between Nate and myself. I was going back to Malibu and tomorrow morning, first thing, I was going for a run on the beach. Then I was going to go by new art supplies and start painting again. 

My phone rang. I looked around, wondering where I had put it. It was sitting on the passenger seat. Nate’s face was on the screen. I shook my head and put my eyes back on the road. I was not interested in what he had to say. 

Headlights were coming my way, so I let off the gas a bit, just in case it was a cop. I noticed the headlights were that of a semi-truck. The lights shone bright in my eyes. I looked away, nearly blinded by the glare coming off the rain-soaked street. 

The headlights jerked into my lane, startling me. Both hands went to the steering wheel. The lights swerved back into the left lane. Everything happened fast. The lights flashed again before the cab of the truck whipped to the side. Then, out of nowhere, the trailer slid out, coming directly at me. 

Immediately hitting the brakes, I screamed, but the wet pavement was slick. My BMW spun to the right, so I was sideways across the road and sliding for the trailer. There was nothing I could do. The impact slammed against the passenger side of my car. My head hit the window a split second before the airbag deployed. I heard tires squealing and metal crunching as my car bounced around, violently slamming into one hard object after another. 

At some point, I became aware that the screaming was coming from me. The car came to a rest and then there was nothing but silence. I blinked, trying to take a mental inventory of my injuries. I couldn’t see anything. I closed my eyes. Everything felt wrong. 

My head was a mess. I couldn’t seem to hold a thought and the need to rest was powerful. I knew I should call the police. I needed help. Unfortunately, my hands wouldn’t move. Nothing moved. Darkness pulled at me. I wanted to stay awake and call for help. I couldn’t. 

Unsure of how much time had passed, I could hear sirens in the distance, barely audible over the rain pounding on the roof of my car. I still couldn’t see anything. It had been a dark night. With no headlights, it was pitch black. 

I tried to stay awake. I wanted to tell the paramedics my leg hurt. And my head. My head really hurt. The sirens grew louder as the darkness took hold. I faded into the blissful black sea that freed me from the pain gripping my body. 
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Luke
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IT WAS NEVER TOO LATE to start over. At least, that’s what I was going to keep telling myself. I was twenty-eight and leaving home for the first time. I guess you could say I was a late bloomer. It wasn’t so much about blooming late, but more about being a mama’s boy. Not in the sense that I needed my mother, but the other way around. 

She needed me. She depended on me. It wasn’t until after talking to one of my buddies from the psych ward at the hospital where I worked, that I realized I was in a very unhealthy relationship with my mother. Not in a creepy Bates way. A different kind of unhealthy. An unhealthy that a lot of other people were in and didn’t even realize it. It was a codependent relationship. 

I don’t know why I didn’t see it. I was an RN after all. But the relationship was toxic. The life was being sucked from my veins and the only way I could save myself was to run away. I was running away, and I wasn’t afraid to admit it. I didn’t give a shit what people thought about me leaving the way I was. They weren’t the ones walking in my shoes. I couldn’t keep doing what everyone else thought I was supposed to do. 

I was getting the hell out of Dallas and I wasn’t looking back. Like so many other young people, young being a flexible word, I was heading out to sunny California with the hopes of starting over and fulfilling my dreams. I had stars in my eyes. I didn’t want to be famous or rich, but I wanted to be free. 

The sun and the beaches were what I wanted. I was over the damn hurricanes. I wanted to be a beach bum. I may have been a little late to the party to sow my wild oats, but there was no time like the present. Los Angeles meant freedom. Freedom from my mother and all the drama that was back in Dallas. I had loved my job at the hospital, but I couldn’t keep living the life I was in. The life I had carved out in Dallas had become me doing everything for my mom. I had little time or freedom to do anything I wanted to do—including dating. 

I had a glimpse into my future one night while treating a patient in the emergency department and realized I was destined to be the fifty-year-old bachelor taking care of his abusive mother if I didn’t get out now. I didn’t want to be that miserable guy barely hanging on to his sanity. I didn’t want to give up my chance of finding a wife and raising my own family because I was too busy taking care of my mother. She’d had her chance at
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