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Introduction

Of the twenty-five geographers discussed in this volume only one, de Charpentier, was born before the nineteenth century: two, Linton and Tamayo, were born after 1900 but died regrettably early through illness and accident. Continuous reading of these studies reveals many strands of experience and thought at a time of world discovery and marked advance in the field of sciences. Most of the geographers, indeed almost all, discussed here began as students of some other specialism and some were fortunate to have an education of such breadth that they could be regarded as polymaths of the Victorian era. It is easy to see, on reading this journal, why fieldwork was regarded as crucial to the advance of geography but though some geographers such as Richthofen acquired fame through the length and extent of their exploration others such as Forbes concentrated on a few small areas, such as chosen Alpine glaciers and localities in Scotland that appeared to have been moulded by a comparable glaciation. Purely by chance this volume may give the impression that glaciation was the major interest of fieldworkers but that is fortuitous for no sample of twenty-five men can possibly show the entire range of the interests of geographers, especially at a time when many would have agreed with F. von Richthofen’s view that ‘Geography is the bridge between the natural and the human sciences’. There is also the consideration that long before the publication of Charles Darwin’s Origin of Species in 1859 showed the Old Testament account of the creation of the world to be unsound many workers questioned it, e en though surface deposits might seem to prove the authenticity of the Flood. The idea of evolution long predated Darwin but one of his great services to science was the advocacy of the unity of all inorganic and organic phenomena of the world.

With such issues all geographers will be concerned at some time, even though they may seek to avoid them by concentrating on some esoteric specialism, though there too some fundamental questions may arise. Of those geographers discussed here two, very differently placed in their lives, have in their own separate ways gone to the heart of things, Teilhard de Chardin and Vernadsky. Both saw the problems of human life in the broadest possible perspective though the essay on Vernadsky does not reveal what he conceived to be the whole purpose of existence while Teilhard de Chardin, the gentle Jesuit living under chosen obedience, found spiritual satisfaction in his scholarship. Vernadsky’s thought dealt not only with the earth itself, but with the scientific setting of all life on the earth’s surface, on its environments, resources and conservation. That in the late twentieth century people are turning once more to the questions raised by such thinkers as Teilhard de Chardin and Vernadsky is in no way remarkable at a time when total destruction of the earth appears to be scientifically possible.

Probably both Teilhard de Chardin and Vernadsky may be regarded as so broad in mind that only to a limited extent could they be thought of as geographers at all, but the field scientists of the nineteenth century were the successors of the explorers, well supplied with data to be studied with new and partially untried research methods. One is tempted to suggest that there are three stages of advance in world geographical knowledge; initial discovery, reconnaissance field survey, full mapping and regional analysis. But although three such stages may be recognized they do not have a clear time sequence and they may be combined, as for example in the Antarctic exploration of Drygalski who, though concerned to map previously undiscovered areas, said that his expedition belonged to the ‘third age of discovery’, meaning one in which the scientific knowledge of the time, notably in glaciology and oceanography, could be strengthened by work in formerly unknown areas. At the beginning of the twentieth century the Antarctic was the least known part of the world, neglected since the famous Ross voyages of the 1840s, likely to be of interest not only for its own qualities but also as an indication of what much of the northern hemisphere, or at least northern Europe, might have been like during the Pleistocene period. Although the general public thought of Polar exploration as a wish to reach the Poles before anyone else did so, far more significant was the scientific approach to the far north and the far south. In time such scientific exploration was to illuminate some of the climatic mysteries, not least the vagaries of weather.

Ice, still existing or supposed to have existed, attracted many students of the current landscape. Jean de Charpentier, trained as a mining engineer, became fascinated by glaciers in 1818 when already over thirty years of age. Having moved from Germany to Switzerland he was able to continue his researches for the rest of his life and, when in his forties, to give a synthetic view raising issues to be debated ever afterwards. Whether some of his ideas predated those of Louis Agassiz is an interesting speculation but by the middle of the nineteenth century many field-workers were convinced that some of the surface forms in Europe and Asia must be of glacial origin. In this connection the work of Forbes is of particular interest. And even Kropotkin, though now known mainly for the anarchistic views which led him, after periods of imprisonment and rapid flight as a refugee, to Britain, derived much of his status as a worker on glaciation as well as a discoverer of previously unknown, or little known, areas of Siberia and the margins of China.

By the end of the nineteenth century work on glaciation was so advanced that Penck was able to put forward his theory of the four stages of Alpine glaciation under the names Günz, Mindel, Riss and Würm, familiar to countless students ever since. Nevertheless the age of controversy on glaciation is not over, and differing approaches will be noted among its students: Sölch, for example, emphasized the dominance of pre-glacial forms in his work on the Alps while Penck and Brückner concentrated on glacial forms. A more recent example of controversy over glacial effects is given in the paper on Linton, a geomorphologist long concerned with landscape evolution, and the debate still continues.

Some of the geographer-explorers travelled in regions where glaciation was not, or did not appear to be, a main influence on the current landscape. Richthofen, who spent twelve years in the Far East, from 1860-72, was an acute observer of all aspects of the land and its people, though his work on loess is of particular interest. The Russian geomorphologist, Mushketov, was also concerned with the prevalent theories of the desiccation of Eurasia, especially the inland drainage areas of Interior Asia. Born seventeen years after Richthofen, he was well aware of his work and suggested that loess could be formed in several different ways. Although many nineteenth century geographers acquired fame for the contributions to physical geography, a number of them showed a general interest in regional geography, notably Richthofen. The same may be said of Penck, though his most renowned works are on landforms and glaciation: mention should be made of his advocacy of the 1:1,000,000 map at the Bern International Geographical Congress in 1891 and later. His interest in urban geography, shown in essays on the sites of Vienna and some major German cities, was fruitful and his essays on political geography, especially those on the German lands written after the First World War with his controversial rectorial address given to Munich University in 1922, are still of interest, at least as period pieces.

Argument on the relative merits of systematic and regional geography can go on for ever. But in some biographical studies of geographers there is a clear development of interest from the physical to the human aspects of a landscape. This is clearly seen in Sölch who worked first on the Alps and in time developed a consuming interest in the British Isles which resulted in his massive two-volume work of which the second volume was published posthumously. For the industrial regions he took an evolutionary approach, dealing first with the land before its industrialization. Here one may recognize an approach much favoured by some writers of geography in the twentieth century, some of whom were eager to cover a large part of the world in their researches. This may be a phase now past. On the Austrian geographer, Oberhummer, widely travelled with broad interests, a keen writer and reviewer, it is said that he was ‘one of the last German (and Austrian) representatives of an historically minded geography’. Must it be so?

What begins as a special study and interest with no apparent practical application may in time prove to be of social significance. Formozov, a naturalist concerned primarily with zoogeography, became an advocate of conservation in Russia when it was much discussed in other countries. To recognize the needs of one’s own country is a challenge to a geographer, splendidly accepted by Tamayo in Mexico who, trained as a civil engineer, dealt with forestry, water supply and irrigation, agriculture, railway and other transport, industrial development and even medical geography. Too much? Perhaps so, but he opened people’s eyes to the needs and possibilities of the present and the future. Another man quick to see possibilities was Larcom, an army officer who went to Ireland as a surveyor working on the country’s mapping. Of him it has been said (by another Englishman) that Englishmen resident in Ireland can be unusually vulnerable to promptings of a social conscience ... Larcom’s quest for “relevance” anticipated twentieth century developments’. As one of the compilers of the 1841 Census and of various government reports he saw the needs of Ireland in some of its most difficult nineteenth century years. Formozov, Tamayo and Larcom were all workers in long developed lands but opportunities of development and change may seem to be clearer in lands recently explored and occupied. Goyder, as Surveyor-General of South Australia for thirty-three years, 1861-94, made ‘an eminently practical geographical contribution which was thoroughly Australian in design, delivery and execution’ and the more acceptable on that account. Also in Australia Holmes, working as a university teacher, had applied geography, especially governmental and regional boundaries, as a main feature of his work.

Within the university enclosure research may be associated especially with the home region: indeed it is commonly expected that geographers will be knowledgable on the areas in which they reside. Four geographers of Bordeaux are discussed in this journal and of these Camena d’Almeida, by training and inclination a disciple of Vidal de la Blache, is best known for his Geographie Universelle volume, on Russia and the Baltic States, though he was much concerned with his home area. Of the three others Cavaillès and Arqué worked mainly on southwest France and the Pyrenees but Revert, who held almost a dozen separate posts in a career that did not last beyond his early sixties, made his main contribution to geographical literature on Martinique. Taken together the papers on the Bordeaux geographers show what devoted work in a provincial regional centre can achieve.

How different from one another geographers may be! Nothing has been said so far of four - a remarkable quartette, though that word is inappropriate for they were ill-matched to sing in harmony: all were by nature soloists and individualists. Christaller, in the end so much revered, was in trouble for much of his life and yet his photograph shows the gentle humorous face of one able to see the irony of a situation. He never went through the right academic hoops at the right time and his political views were based — commendably — on conviction rather than on expediency. Even so his work was ‘discovered’ in his later years and given a vogue in regional science and also in urban geography, based on its general principles, in some cases without recognition of the reservations for its generalizations that he himself made. May was a Frenchman who opened the subject of medical geography in modern times far beyond the few nineteenth century pioneer studies. Ward is known for his work on ‘anthropoclimatology’, or climate and human activities. He was influenced by the eugenics movements with its racial overtones and he had much to say on selective immigration to the United States. Finally Wissler, another American, was concerned with natural environment and human society and on the territorial distribution of modes of life. Having an outlook at once geographical and anthropological, he was facing questions similar to those attractive to Carl Sauer and others of the time.

It is an editorial duty and privilege to thank authors for their support and particularly for their acceptance of a format, originally worked out largely by Professor Philippe Pinchemel, which has provided standard data for each geographer studied but has proved sufficiently flexible to reveal the particular circumstances of time, place and current thought of all those who have been studied. It is clear that publication of these biobibliographical studies must continue, but this need not be the sole offering of the international working group. Therefore it is hoped, within the next few years, to initiate a further journal, if possible to be published annually, of articles dealing with geographical thought in an historical context, which could include articles on the progress of geographical education, the contribution to learning of geographical societies, the research and teaching work in universities, the relation of geography and planning in various countries, governmental and commercial cartography, national’ atlases, conceptions of geography at various times: indeed the possibilities are endless. On this comment will be welcomed by the editor. At the present time, though some may say that what has been written and discussed in the past ten or twenty years is more significant than all that has gone before, there is abundant evidence that many geographers, including some in the early stages of their lifework, are learning much from the past and viewing it with new understanding. This will not diminish their appreciation of the present but rather increase it for history lives on to become part of universal experience in any age and in every place and the ideas of humankind have a significance that is beyond assessment or even estimation.

Mr. Gerald Roe Crone, born in 1899, an honorary member of the Commission from 1976, died in October 1982 after a short illness. In his long tenure of office as Librarian of the Royal Geographical Society he built up its rich resources and was deeply respected as a scholar with a wide range of learning. His books included Modern Geographers; an outline of progress in geography since 1800 A.D. (1951), Maps and Their Makers (1953), Royal Geographical Society: a record (1955), The Explorers: an anthology of discovery (1962) and Background to Geography (1964). Also of fine quality was his paper ‘British geography in the twentieth century’, published in the Geographical Journal, vol 130/2 (1964), 197-220 immediately before the IGU Congress was held in London. Gerald Crone was also closely connected with the work of the Hakluyt Society. With a few others he saw that there were rich possibilities in the study of the history of geographical thought and in his last years he was delighted by the growing interest in such work and happy to be associated with friends and colleagues all over the world.

Finally it is with regret that the editor and publishers have noted that the name of Professor Dr Gottfried Pfeifer was misspelt on several occasions in his valuable paper on Leo Heinrich Waibel. Apologies are offered with the assurance that no blame should be allocated to such a distinguished and charming author.

T. W. Freeman

Note: Intending authors are asked to write to Professor T.W. Freeman, 1, Thurston Close, Abingdon OX14 5RD, who will send a copy of Notes for Authors (revised edition) and other information.
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