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  Introduction

This book is to show how easy it is to build an ebook using xhtml code in Calibre, freeware created and maintained by Kovid Goyal. If you know html and even xhtml then you can do this. Ebooks are specialized websites which can be downloaded to a device and read offline.

There are some differences between ebooks and websites. Ebooks need relevant font sizes and paragraph spacing. Also, ebooks don’t need a lot of code so they will display properly in any ereader. I have included the code I tend to use as examples. My examples have some generic things in them such as filename instead of the actual file name. You can set up your style sheet with different paragraph style names and use different fonts. I tend to upload my ebooks via Smashwords for sale. I use their guidelines for the size of the ebooks. The resulting ebook file is an epub which cannot be bigger than 20 megabytes. Ebooks can include images. Ebooks are zip files which contain images and text files. If there are images within a text file, they need to be anchored in a paragraph to keep them from floating around. All the code in this book came over years of learning about ebooks and using different software until I was able to get it boiled down to not much of anything. Just what is important. I do hope someone will find this book helpful and save them some time and trouble along the way. I have found that this method keeps the file size down considerable especially when there are lots of images inside the ebook.

Please note there are lots of automated features within Calibre. You are welcome to use them. I do use the code because it’s easier and faster for me to do. Just use what works better for you.

One last thing before I can into specific pages of an ebook. I don’t type up all the code in the examples. What I do is to add a new file to the ebook and Calibre puts in much of the code. I then copy and paste the text. When I’m starting a new ebook, I add the images and css to the ebook. After I add the text to the individual files, I put the paragraph code around it and make sure all the special characters display properly.


  1. HTML Versus XHTML

There is really one main difference between HTML and XHTML—XHTML is just a stricter form of HTML. HTML stands for hypertext markup language and XHTML stands for extensible hypertext markup language. For example, both can use bold <b></b> and italics <i></i>, but only HTML can use underline <u></u>. XHTML yields an error if the underline code is used.

For many ebooks, XHTML is fine to use and still offers a wide variety of options for typography. Most ebooks consist of a cover at the front and text following that. Some of the books I have created do have other images and XHTML is still for those as well.


  2. Less Code, Better Epubs

When I was first learning how to build epubs, I used to use Adobe's InDesign. After I no longer had access to that app, I had to learn how to build epubs manually as there wasn't another way for me to build them. I discovered Calibre and started to look at the code itself.

I had to look up information on how to build epubs using HTML code. I found bits and pieces from different sites. Eventually, I was able to take notes and get better at it.

That's when I learned that InDesign was adding unnecessary code for the epubs. Over the years, I just learned that epubs work better with less code. They don't need lots of fancy formatting for the epubs to work on any ereader. In fact, many ereaders have a tendency to throw out data. So, use less code and don't worry about all the little facets of typography. Ereaders will fill in and the reader has options they can choose too.


  
    3. Special Characters


    [image: special characters]Calibre’s dialogue box for special characters.


    Special characters are things such as the mark over the e as in é or è. Or even ‹›©®™£€. Calibre makes this easy to add within the app with a dialogue box with different special characters.


    I tend to copy and paste my text from my word processing app. Calibre does have an option to import Word files, but I don’t use Word, so I copy and paste and then add the code around the text. Calibre also can import an HTML file. So, if the special characters are in your text already, Calibre will accept them. Or you can add them within Calibre.

  


  4. Embedding Fonts

Calibre does have an option to embed fonts, but I don’t recommend using it because ereaders give readers font options. Embedding specific fonts can make it harder for ereaders to rend the file correctly. It’s better to not specify fonts and embed them in the epub file so readers can read the actual files. The point of an ebook is so that people can read your book on a device instead of having to look for a printed copy somewhere.
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