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				in memoriam

				Mohammed Baqir ’Alwan

			

		

	
		
			
			
				for

				Dunya

			

		

	
		
			
			
				
					You burn me.

					—Sappho

				

			

		

	
		
		
			I.

		

	
		
		
			Handkerchief

			
				Handkerchiefs, ties, an old man

				on the street selling loose

				freshly roasted nuts

				from a bright blue cart.

				Is there anything

				lovelier?

				I know—now—

				it is only a matter

				of days (if I am lucky)

				until I, too, stand somewhere hoping

				another human will stop

				and find what I’m offering interesting.

			

		

	
		
		
			
				Blacksmiths—a bottle of black

				ink, the address of your home

				in Egypt: 10 Rue Lepsius—

				the postage on the envelope

				was only three halfpence,

				a British king in profile, in dark

				and bloody burgundy,

				the alphabet purple,

				on a typewritten letter

				from Virginia

				Woolf’s husband, imploring

				you—again—

				to step forward

				into the whiteness

				of the page.

				“Dear Mr. Cavafy,

				The few translations of your poems

				which we have seen…”

			

		

	
		
		
			
				And then further down, in

				the closing paragraph, he wrote:

				“I hope very much

				that you will consider this

				favorably.” Your letter back

				to him—the quietest No—

				is written by hand.

				On another small sheet

				of paper—

				attached to a meticulously copied

				poem, transcribed in cursive

				and tucked away

				into a private place within

				your archive—you wrote, “This poem

				need not be published. But it may continue

				remaining here. It does not deserve

				to be suppressed.” By which you meant:

				After I am dead, it may be read.
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