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BEFORE THE BEFORE
(AN INTRODUCTION)



Writing is a tricky thing. Sometimes the words are so comfortable in your head that they refuse to come out for days and days and, even when they do, they grumble, and they jostle crossly on the page and they simply will not sit nicely next to their neighbours. On other days, they’re as happy as can be and skip along faster than you can write them down.

When I was lucky enough to be asked to write about Before Christopher Robin lived in a tree in the Hundred Acre Wood, Before Eeyore had a birthday and Before Piglet did a Very Grand Thing, most of the words behaved very nicely and did as they were told. But then a clever person at the place where books are made said, ‘What about the Introduction?’
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‘The what?’ said I, pretending I hadn’t heard because I was terribly busy that day trying to do nothing at all. ‘The Introduction,’ they said again, ‘we always have one of those. Mr Milne did and so should you.’ Now Mr Milne sadly died when I would have been about minus twenty years old, but of all the writers in the world he is the one I most like to listen to and so if Mr Milne says that’s how it is, then that’s how it is, and here it is.

Pooh says it’s not very long. Eeyore says he stopped listening at about the part when the words were skipping and that it’s far too long. But if Pooh is right, and he often is, then I’m not worried because I know that the talented Mr Burgess will draw a perfect picture, just like Mr Shepard taught him, and that will help to fill up the space.

You may also want to scatter a few crumbs over the page, because a book is generally best enjoyed with a little nibble of something (or so Pooh says).




J.R.
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For Isaac, Oscar, Hannah
and Alice – the den builders

J.R.
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