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Dedication

For Tracy,

My love, my home, and my favourite person to share this wonderfully strange world with.

For the laughter, the quiet moments, and those mornings when you pull me out of bed to watch the sunrise. For making the ordinary parts of life the ones I most look forward to.

Wherever my curiosity takes me, and however far my imagination wanders, my heart knows its way home to you.


Introduction

I cannot say that I have seen a UFO. I also cannot say, with complete certainty, that I haven’t.

That probably sounds like an odd way to begin a book about them. To me, it gets straight to the reason they are so interesting.

A UFO is an unidentified flying object. The word doing most of the work there is “unidentified”. If I see something in the sky and cannot work out what it is, I have encountered a gap in my knowledge. How extraordinary that gap might be remains to be discovered.

It could be an aircraft seen from an unfamiliar angle. A balloon. A distant light whose movement is difficult to judge. Something another person could identify almost immediately, given the right experience or a better view.

The sky rarely provides a convenient label.

Imagine a person living in an isolated community who has never seen an aeroplane and has no knowledge of aviation. One day, a passenger jet passes overhead. To someone watching from an airport viewing area, it might be entirely unremarkable. To that person seeing it for the first time, it could be astonishing: an unfamiliar object crossing the sky, apparently doing something they had never known anything could do.

The aircraft would have a perfectly ordinary origin. It could still be an unidentified flying object to the person watching it.

The difference would lie in the knowledge available to each observer.

That thought interests me because it brings the subject much closer to everyday experience. We all have limits to what we recognise. Familiarity can make something seem obvious, and it is easy to forget that we once had to learn what it was. Put enough distance, darkness or uncertainty between ourselves and an object, and even familiar things can become difficult to place.

I think that is a useful starting point for a book like this. Before considering an explanation, I want to understand the observation.

What did the witness actually see? How long did they see it for? What could they compare it with? Which details were recorded at the time, and which appeared later? Was there a photograph, a recording, another observer or an investigation?

Those questions give curiosity somewhere to go.

My interest in the paranormal and the supernatural has helped shape my fantasy writing. Fiction gives me the freedom to decide what waits beyond the edge of someone’s understanding. I can give the strange light a destination, the visitor a purpose and the impossible event an explanation that belongs to the world I have created.

Real accounts require me to leave room for uncertainty. The people involved have their own experiences, beliefs and reasons for speaking. Their stories deserve care, including care over the conclusions drawn from them.

In this volume, I want to explore reported UFO sightings, close encounters, missing time and other unusual phenomena through the records they have left behind. Sometimes that means listening closely to a witness. Sometimes it means examining what a photograph actually shows, following the history of a recording, or comparing a familiar retelling with an earlier statement.

A dramatic account can become so well known that its details begin to feel settled. Returning to the original material gives us an opportunity to examine them again. When accounts differ, those differences belong in the report. When a detail appears years after an event, its arrival matters. When an explanation accounts for only part of a story, we need to understand its reach.

I also want to make room for explanations that turn an extraordinary impression into something recognisable. Finding out what happened can be satisfying in its own right. There is still a human story in the moment somebody encountered something unfamiliar and tried to make sense of it.

Other cases may leave us with incomplete records and several possibilities. I am comfortable allowing those gaps to remain visible. An unanswered question gives us a reason to keep looking, while also asking us to be honest about how much we currently know.

Each report will therefore distinguish witness testimony from investigative findings and end with a sceptical assessment. My aim is to give readers enough detail to consider the account for themselves, including the evidence that complicates it.

I begin this book with the same uncertainty I described at the start. I cannot confidently claim a UFO sighting of my own, and I cannot rule one out simply because I have never thought to describe an experience that way.

Perhaps that is part of the appeal. An unfamiliar sight can interrupt an ordinary day and leave a person looking upwards, trying to understand.

I want to follow that curiosity as far as the evidence allows.

And I would quite like the sky to explain itself occasionally.

Contents

Introduction.................................................................1

Reading the Historical Record..................................................8

Part One The Early Record 1900 to 1940.........................................9

1  The Versailles Walk........................................................9

2  Three Objects above USS Supply.............................................10

3  The Egryn Lights..........................................................11

4  The Burlington Torpedo Shaped Light........................................12

5  The Tunguska Explosion...................................................13

6  The Caerphilly Mountain Encounter..........................................15

7  The New Zealand Airship Wave..............................................16

8  Tillinghast and the New England Lights......................................17

9  The Great Meteor Procession................................................18

10  The Angels of Mons.......................................................19

11  Fatima and the Reported Solar Miracle......................................20

12  Roerich and the Shining Oval..............................................21

13  Chichester and the Oblong Pearl............................................22

14  The Scandinavian Ghost Fliers.............................................23

15  Goddard and the Airfield of the Future.......................................24

16  The Pittsburgh Object Recalled in 1958......................................25

Reflections on the Early Record................................................26

Contents Continued

Part Two From 1940 to the Eve of Roswell.......................................27

17  The Battle of Los Angeles..................................................28

18  The Crewless Return of L8.................................................29

19  The Philadelphia Experiment Story.........................................31

20  The European Foo Fighters................................................32

21  Lights North of Iwo Jima..................................................33

22  Flight 19 and the Missing Patrol............................................34

23  The Scandinavian Ghost Rockets............................................35

24  The Usta Triangles and the Stopped Clock....................................36

25  Operation Charlie........................................................37

26  The Maury Island Allegation...............................................38

27  Kenneth Arnold over the Cascades..........................................39

28  Ryman and the Lake City Photograph.......................................40

29  United Flight 105........................................................41

30  The Rhodes Photographs..................................................42

At the Threshold of Roswell...................................................43

31  The Roswell Incident......................................................44

Contents Continued

Part Three After Roswell 1948 to 1967..........................................56

32 The Fatal Pursuit of Thomas Mantell........................................57

33 George Gorman and the Manoeuvring Light...................................58

34 The McMinnville Photographs..............................................59

35 The Washington Radar Reports.............................................61

36 Radar and Interception at Lakenheath.......................................62

37 The Levelland Vehicle Reports..............................................63

38 The Figures above Boianai.................................................64

39 Betty and Barney Hill and the Missing Interval................................65

40 Lonnie Zamora at Socorro..................................................66

41 Malmstrom and the Missile Shutdown Accounts...............................67

42 Stefan Michalak at Falcon Lake.............................................68

43 Lights and a Search at Shag Harbour........................................69

Contents Continued

Part Four Encounters and Disappearances 1973 to 1997...........................70

44 The Pascagoula Police Recording............................................71

45 Travis Walton and Five Days Away..........................................72

46 The Tehran Interceptions..................................................73

47 Colares and Operation Saucer...............................................74

48 Frederick Valentich and the Final Radio Call..................................75

49 The Kaikoura Lights......................................................76

50 The Rendlesham Forest Reports.............................................77

51 Betty Cash and the Landrums..............................................78

52 Japan Air Lines Flight 1628................................................79

53 The Belgian Wave and the Triangle Photograph................................80

54 The Children of Ariel School................................................81

55 The Phoenix Lights.......................................................82

Contents Continued

Part Five The Sensor Era 2004 to 2026..........................................83

56 The Nimitz Encounter and the Tic Tac.......................................84

57 The Report above O Hare Airport............................................86

58 The Stephenville Lights....................................................87

59 The Aguadilla Infrared Recording...........................................88

60 Gimbal and the Apparent Rotation...........................................89

61 GoFast and the Problem of Parallax..........................................91

62 Triangles through Night Vision.............................................92

63 Three Objects Shot Down over North America.................................93

64 The Western United States Orb Reports......................................94

65 The New Jersey Drone Reports..............................................95

66 The Middle East Recording from 2025........................................96

67 Slow Moving Objects in a Thermal View......................................98

The Record as It Stands.....................................................100

Sources and Image Credits...................................................101

The contents, numbered references and source links are clickable in the digital editions.

Reading the Historical Record

The historical scope

PART ONE COVERS CLAIMED events from 1900 to 1940. Part Two follows 1940 through 7 July 1947, before Roswell’s public announcement. The dedicated Roswell chapter considers the July 1947 incident and its subsequent history. Parts Three to Five extend the selected reports from 1948 to 2026. Research for the complete volume closes on 22 October 2026; dates within earlier chapters retain the scope of their individual investigations.

The date of the record

EACH CASE GIVES BOTH the claimed period and the nature of the surviving record. A newspaper published days after an event, a book published ten years later and a recollection recorded after nineteen years carry different kinds of historical weight. A later publication can preserve a sincere account without becoming a contemporary record.

Witness words

SHORT QUOTATIONS RETAIN their stated source. Some come from a witness’s own book; others reach us through a reporter, a later transcription or an investigator. A quotation from an author or newspaper is labelled accordingly. Paraphrase is used where direct witness wording could not be verified. Translations are identified, and no dialogue has been invented.

Time slips and missing time

VERSAILLES AND GODDARD concern alleged scenes from another time. A stopped electrical clock, a lost flight and an alleged abduction raise different questions. Later reports include the Hills’ disputed interval and Walton’s reported absence. Each is evaluated according to its own record; a missing interval does not establish what happened during it.

Photographs and illustrations

A PHOTOGRAPH OF PEOPLE watching the sky establishes different things from a photograph of an object. A drawing or reconstruction is identified as such. Historical aftermath and service photographs, Roswell documents and Air Force comparison images retain their original captions. The continuation adds the two McMinnville photographs and unaltered stills from official video releases. Neither a historical photograph nor authentic footage is presented as proof of an extraordinary origin. Source notes identify the image provenance and the scope of available rights information.

Sceptical assessments

THE FINAL SECTION OF each case contains assessment and possible ordinary explanations. These possibilities are explicitly separated from documented findings. Unresolved identification is retained wherever the evidence does not justify a firm answer.

PART ONE 1900 TO 1940
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1  The Versailles Walk
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10 August 1901
Petit Trianon Versailles France
Record: published personal account in 1911, with earlier writing dates asserted within it. Category: alleged time slip.

The witness account

CHARLOTTE MOBERLY AND Eleanor Jourdain described becoming lost while visiting the grounds of Versailles. Their published accounts include unusually dressed people, an oppressive atmosphere and a garden landscape they subsequently struggled to reconcile with later visits. Moberly described a seated woman sketching; Jourdain did not report seeing that woman. This difference matters when a later summary gives the impression that both women saw Marie Antoinette. [1]


“It was all intensely still.”

Moberly writing as Elizabeth Morison in An Adventure 1911 page 5. [1]


How the story progressed

THE WOMEN CONNECTED the experience with eighteenth-century Versailles through subsequent discussion and historical research. Their first edition appeared ten years after the walk under pseudonyms. Its account includes material dated November 1901, which is different from possessing a verified statement written on the day of the visit. [1]

The case developed through revised editions and competing psychical interpretations. The SPR’s later survey records criticism of delayed writing and of the relationship between historical research and remembered details. It also identifies a collection of their papers at the Bodleian Library, rather than treating the published book as the whole archive. [2]

What the record establishes

THE SURVIVING PUBLICATION establishes that the women made and elaborated this claim. Maps and costume comparisons can be checked, but they do not independently date the people encountered. No independently measured disappearance of time is established by these sources. The label time slip describes an interpretation of the walk, not an observed clock discrepancy. [1, 2]

Sceptical assessment

MISTAKEN ORIENTATION, unfamiliar clothing and later reconstruction of memories are plausible ordinary possibilities. The long path from an unsettling visit to a historical identification gives those possibilities room to operate. A proposed explanation involving a particular costume party would itself require evidence of that party on the relevant day. The record supports an influential personal account; it does not demonstrate travel into another century.
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2  Three Objects above USS Supply
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28 February 1904
North Pacific west of California
Record: report published in March 1904. Category: unusual aerial observation at sea.

The witness account

LIEUTENANT FRANK H Schofield reported three reddish objects observed from USS Supply at about 6.10 in the morning. The account describes an apparent approach, a rise past clouds and fading objects maintaining their relative positions. Its angular size comparisons were estimates of appearance. The published report identifies Acting Boatswain Frank Garvey as the officer of the deck who watched the objects. Schofield arrived after they had disappeared. [3, 4]


“When I arrived on the bridge the meteors had been obscured for about one-half of a minute.”

Schofield’s contemporary published report. He was the reporting officer, not an eyewitness to the objects. [3]


How the story progressed

THE ORIGINAL ARTICLE was headed Remarkable Meteors. In 1950, Donald Keyhoe included the incident in an argument about flying saucers, but his summary put it on 24 February in the Atlantic. The original gives 28 February and Pacific coordinates. This is a traceable change in a case that was being recruited into a new subject. [3, 6]

Later analysts debated a grazing meteor explanation. Bruce Maccabee challenged the meteor interpretation using the reported duration, cloud cover and apparent trajectory; his published discussion also transcribes the deck log. These are later arguments about the observation, rather than additional observations of the same objects. [5]

What the record establishes

A NEAR-CONTEMPORARY naval report is strong evidence that an unusual observation was reported aboard the vessel. Its apparent distances, cloud relationships and duration were not independently reconstructed from several observing stations. The log quotation available through later analysis should be distinguished from an original log inspected independently. [3, 5]

Sceptical assessment

A FRAGMENTING METEOR remains a relevant ordinary hypothesis. Its adequacy depends on how literally the visual estimates are accepted, especially the claimed position below clouds. Conversely, failure to demonstrate a particular meteor path would leave an identification uncertain. It would not establish an engineered vehicle. The most secure finding is the contemporary report, including its explicit distinction between the witnesses and the officer who recorded it.
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3  The Egryn Lights
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December 1904 to 1905
Egryn and the Merionethshire coast Wales
Record: contemporary journalism and psychical inquiry. Category: unusual lights in a religious revival.

The witness account

REPORTS OF LIGHTS BECAME associated with the revival mission of Mary Jones at Egryn. Journalist Beriah Gwynfe Evans wrote about the phenomena in 1905. His June article discusses his own observations and reproduces observations attributed to Towyn stationmaster R Bowen, who described a bright star-like appearance, apparent movement and disappearance. Evans’s paper also contains older local stories; those earlier stories are not additional sightings from 1905. [7]


“Merionethshire Mysteries they still remain.”

Evans’s assessment at the end of his June 1905 article, following his collection of reports. [7]


How the story progressed

DURING THE REVIVAL, newspaper accounts associated the lights with Jones’s movements and meetings. A T Fryer’s Psychological Aspects of the Welsh Revival 1904 to 1905 appeared in the SPR Proceedings. The existence of that publication documents contemporary interest, while its title identifies the religious and psychological setting in which the reports were being investigated. [8, 9]

Later UFO and anomalous-light compilations assembled accounts of stars, bars of light and luminous forms into a single episode. The modern Swansea UFO Network chronology identifies the older publications behind its extracts. Repetition of those extracts does not multiply the original witnesses. [8]

What the record establishes

EVANS SEPARATED SOME experiences he claimed personally from material supplied by other people or newspapers. His footnotes explicitly declined to vouch for some additional stories. That qualification needs to survive quotation. The material describes several kinds of appearance, rather than a recorded object followed continuously by instruments. [7]

Sceptical assessment

DIFFERENT OBSERVATIONS may have different causes. A stationary bright appearance, a light seen beside a railway and a brief illumination near a chapel cannot safely be assigned one physical explanation just because they were reported during the same revival. Ordinary lights and interpretation shaped by religious expectation are possibilities worth testing case by case. The reports establish a historical cluster of claims; they do not establish a shared supernatural or extraterrestrial cause.
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4  The Burlington Torpedo Shaped Light
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2 July 1907
Burlington Vermont United States
Record: meteorological publication in July 1907. Category: luminous aerial phenomenon during disturbed weather.

The witness account

WEATHER FORECASTER William H Alexander published A Possible Case of Ball Lightning in the Monthly Weather Review. The account included Bishop John S Michaud’s description of an explosion while he was speaking with former governor Urban Woodbury and A A Buell near Church and College Streets. Michaud described a dark, elongated appearance with fiery areas, followed by movement out of sight. [10, 11]


“I observed a torpedo-shaped body”

Michaud’s statement as quoted by Charles Fort from the identified meteorological report. [11]


How the story progressed

IN THE BOOK OF THE Damned in 1919, Fort quoted the account and placed it within his speculation about aerial constructions. Fort acknowledged that no one had seen the exploding light fall from the larger supposed body, then offered his own connection between the two. That connection belongs to Fort’s argument. [11]

Keyhoe’s 1950 UFO book subsequently summarised the episode as a torpedo-shaped device and a descending luminous object. The vocabulary had become more suggestive of machinery than the original article’s cautious ball-lightning title. The change can be checked without deciding exactly what Michaud saw. [6, 10]

What the record establishes

THERE IS AN IDENTIFIABLE contemporary scientific publication and named reported observers. The account’s estimates of distance and dimensions should remain identified as Michaud’s estimates, rather than measurements of a recovered object. The reviewed record supplies testimony about an appearance and an explosion, not a specimen or an authenticated photograph of a vehicle. [10, 11]

Sceptical assessment

AN ATMOSPHERIC ELECTRICAL phenomenon deserves consideration because it was the contemporary investigator’s stated possibility. The precise identification remains limited by an eyewitness description and uncertain scale. Fort’s proposed connection between a larger structure and a falling object adds a causal step that the quoted observation did not establish. A cautious assessment should preserve Alexander’s tentative wording and resist turning a descriptive shape into proof of a machine.
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5  The Tunguska Explosion
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30 June 1908
Central Siberia Russia
Record: eyewitness reports, physical damage and later expeditions. Category: extraordinary natural event.

The witness account

WITNESSES REPORTED a brilliant aerial event, heat, explosive sounds and a destructive shock. NASA’s historical account describes extensive forest damage and reports from local Evenki people. A recollection by S Semenov, reproduced in Ian Morison’s Gresham lecture, describes intense heat at Vanavara and being thrown by the shock. That version is identified as recorded in 1930, twenty-two years after the event. [12, 13]


“the sky split in two and fire appeared high and wide over the forest”

S Semenov in the English testimony reproduced by Morison, identified there as recorded by Kulik’s expedition in 1930. [13]


How the story progressed

LEONID KULIK ATTEMPTED to investigate the remote region in 1921 and reached the devastated area in 1927. The expeditions documented damaged trees but did not find the large impact crater he had expected. Later surveys enlarged the mapped area of destruction. [12]

The story consequently progressed from a reported catastrophe to a physically investigated event and to models of an explosion in the atmosphere. NASA’s 2023 account favours an asteroid airburst. Continuing questions about the incoming body’s precise properties should be distinguished from uncertainty over whether a destructive event occurred. [12]

What the record establishes

UNLIKE A CASE SUPPORTED only by a later recollection, Tunguska has extensive physical aftermath. The photograph reproduced here was taken during the 1929 expedition; it records fallen trees, not the object in the sky in 1908. Its date and function are essential to its evidential value. [14]
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