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PREFACE

 

Welcome, reader, and congratulations. Learning a new language is a wonderful adventure, and by opening this book, you are taking an exciting step on your journey with English. We know that moving from learning vocabulary lists to reading a full novel can feel like a big challenge. This book was created to be a friendly bridge for you on that path. 

"The Secret of Blackwood Manor" is more than just a mystery. It is a tool designed for you, the intermediate learner. The story is carefully written using the English language's most frequent and useful words—the words you hear and need in everyday life. The grammar and sentence structures are kept clear and consistent. This way, you can build confidence and see real progress without feeling frustrated. Think of this book not as a test, but as a practice field where you can enjoy the game. 

As you read, we encourage you to become a detective, just like our main character, Alice. If you see a word you do not know, do not stop immediately. Instead, use the other words around it—the context—to guess its meaning. You will be surprised how much you can understand this way. This is how we naturally learn a language. Try to use your dictionary less, and trust your own mind more. The goal is to feel the flow of the story. 

In the pages that follow, you will travel to the quiet town of Oakhaven. It is a place that seems peaceful on the surface, but secrets are hidden in the shadows of the old Blackwood Manor. You will follow a brave young journalist as she asks dangerous questions and gets closer to a truth that some people want to keep buried forever. 

Remember, every chapter you finish is a victory. Every new word you learn in its natural place is a step toward fluency. We are excited for you to begin. We hope you enjoy the mystery and feel proud of your achievement when you reach the final page. 

Happy reading! 




PREFACE 

 

Bienvenue, lecteur, et félicitations. Apprendre une nouvelle langue est une magnifique aventure, et en ouvrant ce livre, vous franchissez une étape passionnante dans votre parcours avec l'anglais. Nous savons que passer de l'apprentissage de listes de vocabulaire à la lecture d'un roman complet peut sembler être un grand défi. Ce livre a été créé pour être un pont amical pour vous sur ce chemin. 

"Le Secret du Manoir de Blackwood" est plus qu'un simple mystère. C'est un outil conçu pour vous, l'apprenant de niveau intermédiaire. L'histoire est soigneusement écrite en utilisant les mots les plus fréquents et utiles de la langue anglaise — les mots que vous entendez et dont vous avez besoin dans la vie de tous les jours. La grammaire et les structures de phrases sont maintenues claires et cohérentes. De cette façon, vous pouvez gagner en confiance et constater de réels progrès sans vous sentir frustré. Considérez ce livre non pas comme un test, mais comme un terrain d'entraînement où vous pouvez apprécier le jeu. 

Pendant votre lecture, nous vous encourageons à devenir un détective, tout comme notre personnage principal, Alice. Si vous voyez un mot que vous ne connaissez pas, ne vous arrêtez pas immédiatement. Utilisez plutôt les autres mots autour de lui — le contexte — pour en deviner le sens. Vous serez surpris de voir tout ce que vous pouvez comprendre de cette manière. C'est ainsi que nous apprenons naturellement une langue. Essayez d'utiliser moins votre dictionnaire et de faire davantage confiance à votre propre esprit. Le but est de ressentir la fluidité de l'histoire. 

Dans les pages qui suivent, vous voyagerez dans la tranquille ville d'Oakhaven. C'est un endroit qui semble paisible en surface, mais des secrets sont cachés dans l'ombre du vieux Manoir de Blackwood. Vous suivrez une jeune journaliste courageuse alors qu'elle pose des questions dangereuses et se rapproche d'une vérité que certaines personnes veulent garder enterrée à jamais. 

N'oubliez pas, chaque chapitre que vous terminez est une victoire. Chaque nouveau mot que vous apprenez dans son contexte naturel est un pas vers la maîtrise de la langue. Nous sommes impatients que vous commenciez. Nous espérons que vous apprécierez le mystère et que vous vous sentirez fier de votre accomplissement lorsque vous atteindrez la dernière page. 

Bonne lecture ! 




Chapter 1: An Unexpected Arrival 

 

The Oakhaven Chronicle had a small office on the town’s main street. It was a quiet place for a quiet town. Alice, the newspaper’s only young journalist, sat at her desk. The afternoon sun made lines of light on the wooden floor. She was writing an article about the annual flower festival. It was a nice story, but it was not exciting. In Oakhaven, things were rarely exciting. 

Alice looked out the window. She saw Mrs. Gable watering the flowers in front of her bakery. She saw Mr. Henderson walking his small dog. It was a normal Tuesday. She wanted more. She dreamed of writing a story that people would talk about for weeks, a story with mystery and secrets. But in Oakhaven, the biggest secret was Mrs. Gable’s recipe for apple pie. 

Suddenly, the door to the office opened with a loud noise. Mr. Davies, her editor, walked in. He was a man in his late fifties with grey hair and a kind face, but today his eyes were wide with excitement. 

"Alice! Stop writing about the flowers," he said. His voice was louder than usual. "We have real news. The biggest news this town has seen in fifty years." 

Alice turned in her chair, interested. "What is it, Mr. Davies?" 

"A man arrived in town this morning. He went to the lawyer’s office. He says he is Arthur Blackwood." 

Alice felt her heart beat a little faster. The Blackwood name was like a legend in Oakhaven. Blackwood Manor, the huge, dark house on the hill, had been empty for twenty years, ever since old Samuel Blackwood died. Everyone knew he was very rich, but he had no family in the town. His only grandson had disappeared with his mother many, many years ago, when he was just a small boy. 

"Samuel Blackwood's grandson?" Alice asked, standing up. "Everyone thought he was dead." 

"Well, he is not," Mr. Davies said, smiling. "He is here. His name is Arthur, and he is the heir to the Blackwood fortune. The manor, the money, everything! The whole town is talking. They are having a small welcome meeting for him at the town hall this evening. I want you to go. Write a wonderful story. A story about the lost son returning home." 

That evening, the town hall was full of people. Everyone wanted to see the mysterious Arthur Blackwood. When he walked in, the room became quiet. He was tall and handsome, with dark hair and a friendly smile. He wore simple but expensive clothes. He looked around the room, and his eyes seemed to find every person there. 

"Thank you," he began, his voice warm and confident. "Thank you for this welcome. I know this is a surprise. I have been away for a long time, but I always remembered Oakhaven. I remembered the green hills and the kindness of the people here. I am happy to be home." 

People started to clap. They liked him immediately. He was charming. He answered questions from the crowd, telling stories of his travels around the world. He said he had worked many different jobs, seen many different places, but he always knew he would return. 

Alice stood at the back of the room, taking notes. She listened to every word. Everyone else in the room saw a perfect story. A lost boy, now a man, returning to his family's home. But Alice felt something was wrong. It was just a feeling, a small question in the back of her mind. 

She watched him closely. He told a story about playing near the old Miller’s Bridge when he was a boy. The crowd smiled and nodded. But Alice knew something they did not. She had written a history of Oakhaven for the newspaper last year. The Miller’s Bridge was new. It was built only fifteen years ago, long after Arthur Blackwood had supposedly left the town. 

It was a small detail. A simple mistake, perhaps. But it was a mistake. 

Later, she watched him shake hands with the town's mayor. His hands were soft and clean. They did not look like the hands of a man who had worked many different hard jobs. They looked like the hands of a man who had a comfortable life. 

After the meeting, Alice walked back to the newspaper office. The streets were dark, but the lights from the houses looked warm and friendly. The town felt happy, excited by the new arrival. But Alice could not share their happiness. The small mistake about the bridge, the softness of his hands… they were tiny clues, but they pointed to a different story. 

She sat at her desk and looked at her empty computer screen. Mr. Davies wanted a happy story about the returning heir. It was an easy article to write. But it was not the true story. Alice knew, with a certainty that grew stronger every minute, that the real story was much more complicated. 

And she was the only person who wanted to find it. She would not write about the lost son returning home. She would write about the man named Arthur, and she would discover who he really was. Her investigation into the secret of Blackwood Manor had just begun. 




Chapitre 1 : Une Arrivée Inattendue 

 

Le bureau du "Oakhaven Chronicle" était petit et situé dans la rue principale de la ville. C'était un endroit calme pour une ville calme. Alice, la seule jeune journaliste du journal, était assise à son bureau. Le soleil de l'après-midi dessinait des lignes de lumière sur le plancher en bois. Elle écrivait un article sur le festival annuel des fleurs. C'était une jolie histoire, mais ce n'était pas passionnant. À Oakhaven, les choses étaient rarement passionnantes. 

Alice regarda par la fenêtre. Elle vit Mme Gable arroser les fleurs devant sa boulangerie. Elle vit M. Henderson promener son petit chien. C'était un mardi normal. Elle voulait plus. Elle rêvait d'écrire une histoire dont les gens parleraient pendant des semaines, une histoire avec du mystère et des secrets. Mais à Oakhaven, le plus grand secret était la recette de la tarte aux pommes de Mme Gable. 

Soudain, la porte du bureau s'ouvrit avec un grand bruit. M. Davies, son rédacteur en chef, entra. C'était un homme d'une cinquantaine d'années, aux cheveux gris et au visage aimable, mais aujourd'hui ses yeux étaient grands ouverts d'excitation. 

« Alice ! Arrêtez d'écrire sur les fleurs », dit-il. Sa voix était plus forte que d'habitude. « Nous avons de vraies nouvelles. Les plus grandes nouvelles que cette ville ait vues en cinquante ans. » 

Alice se tourna sur sa chaise, intéressée. « Qu'est-ce que c'est, M. Davies ? » 

« Un homme est arrivé en ville
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