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      Preface
    


      There are places that one intentionally forgets. Names struck from maps, places erased from memories. This book invites you to follow a path that leads to one of these places.
    


      The Black Lighthouse Manuscript
       is not just an adventure. It is an exploration of the unknown, a journey through the mists of the past and the echoes of silence. It is the story of two ordinary teenagers who, out of curiosity, trigger a series of events that no one could have foreseen.
    


      This story does not follow strict rules of language or level. It speaks to you as an old friend would by the fireside—simply, sometimes mysteriously, but always sincerely.
    


      Whether you read to learn, to dream, or to feel a shiver, this book awaits you. Take a lamp, follow in the footsteps of Émile and Inès… and above all, do not forget to look behind you.
    


      Welcome to the shadow of the Black Lighthouse.
    







      Chapter 1 – The Book with the Salt-Stained Pages
    


      The wind blew hard that morning, whipping through the narrow alleys of the small port town of Kéravel. Shutters clattered, seagulls cried out, and the smell of the sea seeped through the crevices of poorly shut doors. Émile cycled onward, his hair wind-blown, his backpack full of books he had borrowed the week before.
    


      He loved these autumn mornings when everything seemed alive, as if the sea itself wanted to speak. He passed the ruined church, went down Mariners' Street, and braked just in front of the old municipal library.
    


      The creaking door opened with difficulty, as if resisting the wind's entry. The air inside smelled of damp wood and old ink. Shelves reaching to the ceiling formed a labyrinth of shadows, and a flickering lamp illuminated the lending desk.
    


      "Good morning, Émile," said Madame Le Goff, looking up. "You're early."
    


      "Good morning, Madame. I've finished the three books on the lighthouses of Brittany. Do you have any others?"
    


      "I just might," she replied, observing him over her glasses. "Follow me."
    


      They descended a narrow staircase that groaned with every step. The basement was darker, colder. A single bare bulb cast a yellow light. Piles of newspapers, hand-labeled boxes, and books without covers filled the shelves.
    


      Madame Le Goff stopped in front of a rusted metal cabinet. She pulled out a thick volume, bound in cracked black leather.
    


      "This one isn't in the catalog. It belonged to my grandfather, a former lighthouse keeper. It speaks of a forgotten lighthouse, once known as 'the Black Lighthouse'."
    


      Émile held out his hands, almost with reverence. The leather was cold, salty. It smelled of the sea, of mildew… and something else. Like a trace of ancient fear. The title was barely legible, erased by time. When he opened it, a page almost detached itself. The ink had run, and some lines were unreadable. But what he could read made his heart beat faster:
    


      "October 29, 1897. The wind is howling. Someone or something has come up the stairs. The light has gone out."
    


      He looked up at Madame Le Goff, who had already turned away.
    


      "You can take it," she murmured. "But be careful. This book has… a memory."
    


      Émile stood motionless for a moment, then slowly climbed the stairs. With the book under his arm, he left the library, his heart still unsettled. The wind had grown stronger. The heavy clouds seemed to glide low over the town.
    


      At home, he placed the book on his desk. He hesitated to open it again. There were no illustrations, no index, but there were annotations in pencil, crossed-out dates, and sometimes a single word: 
      "Listen"
      , 
      "Careful"
      , 
      "Do not forget"
      .
    


      That evening, Émile sat for a long time, rereading the faded sentences. He didn't know why yet, but this manuscript was calling to him. Something, somewhere, wanted to be found.
    


      And he had no idea that the Black Lighthouse was not yet finished telling its story.
    














      Chapter 2 – The Forgotten Steps
    


      The next day, Émile could think of nothing but the book. He had spent the night turning its pages, trying to understand the faded sentences, the nearly invisible pencil sketches, and the strange annotations in the margins. Some were coordinates, others were symbols he didn't recognize. But one page, in particular, haunted him.
    


      It described a stone staircase, hidden "to the north of Kéravel Point, between the cliffs." And above all, this sentence, underlined three times in faint red: 
      "Only climb if the wind turns."
    


      Intrigued, Émile decided to talk about it with his friend Inès. She was sharp, curious, and most importantly, the only person who believed his strange theories.
    


      "Are you telling me you found a cursed manuscript in the library?" she asked, biting into an apple.
    


      "Not cursed," Émile replied. "But ancient. And… there's something to it. I can feel it."
    


      "You say that every time you find some old, moldy thing."
    


      "Yes, but this time, there are coordinates. And a staircase."
    


      They met up after school, backpacks on and boots on their feet. The sky was overcast, and the wind was indeed turning. A fine mist floated over the coast. The path leading to Kéravel Point was steep, lined with gorse and brambles. No one ventured there in this season.
    


      "Look," Émile said, pointing to an old stele covered in lichen. "It's drawn in the manuscript."
    


      They continued on, rounded a black boulder, and came to a sheer cliff face. There, half-hidden by vegetation, were stone steps, overgrown with moss. Some were broken, others tilted at strange angles, as if they were hesitating to ascend.
    


      "Do you really want us to go down there?" Inès asked.
    


      "It's not a question of wanting," Émile murmured. "It's a question of needing to."
    


      They began the descent cautiously. The air was damper, heavier. The silence was total, apart from the breath of the wind at the top. The steps seemed to go on forever. And then, suddenly, they emerged into a natural cavity, carved into the rock.
    


      A narrow passage led to a circular opening. In the center was a stone platform, and at the far end, a rusted mechanism—a sort of lever or switch.
    


      "What is that?" Inès whispered.
    


      "I think… this is the entrance. The real lighthouse must be lower down."
    


      Émile approached the mechanism. He touched it. A click echoed, then a low rumble. A section of rock began to move slowly, revealing a spiral staircase, even darker, even older.
    


      "No," Inès said, backing away. "We can't…"
    


      "No one has set foot here in decades. We can't turn back now."
    


      They descended again. The walls were covered in engraved symbols. Dates. Names. Some were crossed out, others repeated like a prayer. A bluish glow seemed to emanate from the depths.
    


      "Do you feel that?" Inès whispered. "Like… electricity."
    


      "That's impossible. There's no power here."
    


      They arrived in a circular room, hewn from the rock. In the center was a metal column from which several cables extended. On the wall were dials, levers, and… a mirror.
    


      But this was no normal mirror. It was cold, black, and its reflection seemed to tremble, as if another reality were trapped within it.
    


      "This isn't a lighthouse," Émile said. "It's a station. A control center."
    


      He opened his notebook and copied a few symbols from the wall. Inès was staring at the mirror, fascinated. Then, without warning, a figure appeared fleetingly in the glass. A shadow, blurry, tall, and motionless.
    


      Inès jumped back.
    


      "Did you
















      Chapter 3 – Behind the Mirror
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      Chapter 5 – The Memory of the Lighthouse
    











































      Chapter 6 – What Follows the Return
    
















































      Chapter 7 – The Inverted Traces
    




























































      Chapter 8 – The Center
    













































      Chapter 9 – The Moment of Origin
    

















































      Chapter 10 – What the Forgotten Sees
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      Chapter 13 – The Forgotten Signal
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      Chapter 18 – Where Everything Begins
    







































































      Chapter 19 – The Bearers of Light
    

















































      Chapter 20 – The Open Book
    



























































      Epilogue – The Whisper that Remains
    




















