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    To all the people who ever called me "Pastor" and to all those who still call me "Preacher." Thank you for the confidence you bestowed in me and for every way you enriched my life.
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For most Christians, one day each week is set aside, consecrated, for the worship of the Lord Jesus Christ. It is a day of celebration, singing, preaching, giving, and growing. It is a day to gather in our churches, whether large or small or somewhere between, to worship with those with whom we have chosen to share this journey called life.

It is the Lord's Day, and it is magnificent.

But what about Monday? For too many, that is a day of dread, a day to face another week of ominous challenges, mundane tasks, arduous dealings.

Or how about Tuesday or Wednesday or Thursday? Too often, these are but nondescript days jammed together to comprise the middle of  the week. We don't dread them like we do Monday, but we don't relish them like we do Friday or Saturday, and we sure don't hold them in a holy place in our souls like we do Sunday .

Still, in our hearts we know that, as people of grace, as citizens of His Kingdom , as children of the living God, every day ought to be a holy day and all ground should be holy ground.

To that end, I give you these 31 devotionals.

Consider these writings tidbits of grace, morsels of mercy, or, if you prefer, the breakfast of champions. I have included 31 of them so that your month is never longer than your inspiration.

It is my prayer that these daily thoughts on grace, faith, life and love will inspire, encourage and strengthen you.

At the very least, I hope they remind you that this day-whatever day it is- is the day the Lord has made. Rejoice, my friend, and be glad In it.

Maranatha!

Gene Strother
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A Time to Worship |  Day O1
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At harvest time, three of the thirty chief men went down to David at the cave of Adullam, while a company of Philistines was encamped in the Valley of Rephaim. At that time David was in the stronghold, and the garrison of the Philistines was at Bethlehem. David longed for water and said, “Oh, that someone would get me a drink of water from the well near the gate of Bethlehem!”

So the three mighty men broke through the Philistine camp, drew water from the well near the gate of Bethlehem, and brought it back to David. But he refused to drink it; instead, he poured it out to the LORD, saying, “Far be it from me, O LORD, to do this! Is this not the blood of the men who risked their lives?” So he refused to drink. Such were the exploits of the three mighty men.

2 Samuel 23: 13 – 17

This is such a tremendous story on several levels. The absolute love and devotion these valiant men felt toward their beloved leader makes it so. The way David was overwhelmed by their act of selfless devotion makes it so, but perhaps the most beautiful thing of all about this story is the way David handled the gift.

He was homesick. He had been away for a longtime. There had been battles fought, victories won, losses suffered. As he thought about home, he said aloud that he would love just one drink from this certain well in Bethlehem. That was all the impetus these three mighty men needed! At great risk to themselves, they broke through enemy lines, went into the city, drew water from David's favorite well, and brought it to him. Their leader was so moved by the sacrifice that he would not drink the water. It was too great a prize to just be consumed in a few gulps. So, he used it to worship God instead, forever hallowing and immortalizing the moment.

Think about the last time you got exactly what you wanted. It was something you had longed for, asked for, prayed for. And then, there it was. All yours! Everything you had hoped it would be. What was your response? Did you consume it? Did you accept it and use it and go on? Or did it become an opportunity to worship the Giver of all good gifts?

David had a choice. He could have slammed down that cool, refreshing water and been temporarily satisfied. He could have consumed it and soon forgotten the blessing of it. Or he could make it an offering to the Lord. He could take the thing he had so desired and give it over to God. The first would have quenched his thirst for a little while. he second choice would become like a spring of living water in his soul.

Chances are this day, or this week will provide each of us with a similar opportunity. It may come in the form of a raise or a new job. It may be good news from a doctor's visit. It may be some momentous occasion, or a simple answered prayer. Whatever it is, let us not just consume it. Let's make it an offering to the Lord. Let's honor Him.

A prayer for Today

"FATHER, MAY I RECOGNIZE that all I have and all I am and all that I enjoy is because of You. Today, I commit to honor You with the very best of all that I receive. Amen."



Reflection

	What do I desire most right now?

	What would I do with it if I had it?

	How can I offer the thing I most desire as an offering to my God?
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O God, You are my God.

Earnestly I seek You;

my soul thirsts for You.

My soul yearns for You

in a dry and weary land without water.​

So I have seen You in the sanctuary

and beheld Your power and glory.​

Because Your loving devotion is better than life,

my lips will glorify You.

Psalm 63:1-13

Comedian Dennis Miller recently quipped, "I have ADD and OCD, which means I am constantly changing the things I obsess over."

That's pretty funny...and fairly representative of a lot of society, don't you think? Always looking for the "the next big thing." Ever-changing obsessions abound.

A friend of mine, a Florida pastor who was retired for many years and is now passed, self-published his memoirs a number of years ago and gave me a copy when he came as a guest speaker to  the church where I was pastor. He named the book Glorious Obsession. 

I always liked that title.

I knew I had heard the phrase somewhere before...or read it.

Well, I Googled is yesterday and found it. It was the classic children's book The Wind in the Willows that raved about Mr. Toad's "glorious obsession" with motorcars. (This was when motorcars were the next big thing.)

"'Glorious, stirring sight!' murmured Toad, never offering to move. 'The poetry of motion! The REAL way to travel! The ONLY way to travel

Villages skipped, towns and cities jumped -always somebody else's horizon! 0 bliss! 0 poop-poo p! 0  my! O my!’”

Oh well, at



A Prayer for Today



Reflection

	What am I obsessed with?

	Will my current obsession matter 10 years from now? Why? Why not?

	Does my obsession have eternal value? If so, how?

	Is there anything “glorious” about my obsession? What is 
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