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What If You Were a Journalist?
So, you want to be a journalist. You want to spend your life finding out what really
happened — not what people say happened, not what is convenient to believe, not what
would be interesting if it were true. And then you want to tell everyone else. You want to
be the person who asks the question nobody else will ask, writes the answer down
carefully, checks it twice, and puts it where the whole community can read it.
Somewhere in your town, right now, something is happening that someone would rather
you never found out about. A journalist is the person who finds out anyway.
A journalist is a witness on behalf of the public. You are the eyes and ears of people who
cannot be in the room: at the city council meeting, inside the courthouse, on the scene of
the fire, beside the family that just lost everything, across the desk from the powerful
person who would rather not answer your question. You see for them. You ask for them.
You write it down for them. That is the work.









[image: ]

Journalism is one of the only jobs in the world the United States Constitution protects by
name. The First Amendment names a free press alongside free speech, free assembly, and
free religion. The founders did not name doctors, or teachers, or even soldiers — but they
named the press, because a country whose people govern themselves needs people who
find out what is going on. A democracy without journalism cannot stay a democracy for
long, and the founders knew it. That is why one of the first things a new dictator does is
shut down the newspapers — and one of the first things a free country protects is the right
to print them.
Journalism happens in newspapers, in magazines, on television, on the radio, on websites,
on podcasts, on newsletters, and in places that did not exist last year and will not exist next
year. The technology never stops changing. The work itself — finding out what is true,
checking it, and telling everyone plainly — has not changed since the very first reporter
asked the very first awkward question.
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What a Journalist Actually Does
The fundamental work is reporting — the patient process of finding out what happened,
who did it, who was affected, and why. A journalist gathers information from many
sources, weighs it against itself, separates what can be confirmed from what cannot, and
writes a story that helps the public understand. The writing is the last step. The reporting
is the job.
Most stories begin with a question — usually a small, stubborn one. Why is the school
being closed? What happened to that money? Who is responsible for what just went
wrong? It is the same question every four-year-old drives their parents crazy with: But
why? But why? A journalist, in a way, is simply someone who never stopped asking it and
learned to write the answer down.
The journalist makes phone calls, requests records, attends meetings, knocks on doors,
and listens to people who know things. The same question is asked of many different
people, and the answers are compared. Patterns emerge and pieces fit together until,
sometimes after months, a clear picture of what happened is finally solid enough to
publish.
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