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Boston


BOSTON IS THE LARGEST CITY IN THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS AS WELL AS THE STATE CAPITAL.

PAUL REVERE AND SAM ADAMS, Faneuil Hall Marketplace, Harvard University, the world-famous curse-reversing Red Sox—Boston comes with centuries of well-earned swagger. Resettled by Puritans in 1630, Boston is one of America’s venerable cities with a rich national legacy. By the 1700s, the New England colonies, along with the British crown, had their eyes on Boston and its citizens. The city was not only a major coastal hub along a lucrative trading route, but it was steadily becoming a place of political unrest and protest against suffocating British rule. On December 16, 1773, these tensions came to a head on Griffin’s Wharf when colonists upended more than 300 chests of tea from Britain’s East India Tea Company into the harbor. Cemented into the annals of history as the Boston Tea Party, this event would ignite a series of happenings over the next several years that would earn Boston the moniker of the “birthplace of the American Revolution.”

But don’t let the impressive historical bona fides intimidate you. Boston is so much more than its most spectacular attractions such as the USS Constitution, built in 1797 and still sailing, or Fenway Park, the nation’s oldest active major-league ballpark. It has evolved to become a leader in technology, industry, art, and education. It is a city proud of its preservation, while simultaneously searching for innovative ways to make its varied urban landscape and exciting offerings accessible and relevant to visitors and citizens alike. I may be biased, but to me, Boston has the superior advantage of existing as several prime places in one: With its green spaces, city neighborhoods and urban features, and harbor coastline within casting distance of the Atlantic Ocean, Boston is the Swiss Army knife of New England cities.

There are no shortage of great ways to experience this lovable, proudly scruffy city. From many types of walking tours to our very fun Boston Duck Tours, giving you the best of land and water sightseeing from the comfort of a safe, amphibious vehicle, any visitor can take in a lot even if they only have a few hours to spare. Here I want to take you just “off the beaten path” to introduce you to some locales and features that highlight a different side of Boston’s indelible character, places where pockets of the city’s quiet wonder and delightful charm are on full display. There is some wonderful unexpected tranquility and sweetness stowed away in Boston’s vibrant urban atmosphere—if you know where to train your gaze and point your feet.




THE EMBRACE, MLK MEMORIAL ON THE COMMON


Freedom Plaza, Boston Common (T access on the Green Line, Park Street)

The Common is to Boston what Central Park is to New York City. It is not only the oldest public park in the nation, but it is the city’s largest and most popular green space. Since its inception in 1634, the Common has remained an epicenter of recreation and social and political activity. The harsh New England winters won’t keep people from lacing up and skating on the Common’s Frog Pond or gripping mugs of hot chocolate to attend the annual holiday tree-lighting ceremony. During more temperate months, the Common is full of Frisbee-players, dog-walkers, bucket-drummers, food-vendors, and plenty of lazy-day-book-and-bench-perchers. Spread a blanket and enjoy a summer performance by the Commonwealth Shakespeare Company or spend time getting to know many of its historical features such as the Granary Burial Ground, which dates back to 1660—the Common is one of those infinitely versatile spaces year-round.

In keeping with Boston’s rebellious roots, the Common has been a site for civic gatherings (some peaceful, some not) since the 1700s. British soldiers made the Common their encampment during the occupation of Boston in 1775. Two years later, spectacular fireworks bloomed over the Common in celebration of the Declaration of Independence, July 4, 1777. Fast forward to April 23, 1965, when the Common added a new entry to the history books. On that day the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. appeared before more than 20,000 people to speak about racial inequality in and around Boston. Over 50 years later, Dr. King’s legacy in Boston has been immortalized with The Embrace sculpture.

The Embrace is the most recent addition to public art in the Common, joining other pieces such as the Robert Gould Shaw Memorial for the 54th Massachusetts Voluntary Civil War Infantry and the playful Brewer Fountain.

Designed by artist Hank Willis Thomas and Mass Design Group, the memorial was inspired by a photo of Dr. King and his wife, Coretta Scott King, embracing upon learning the news Dr. King would be awarded the Nobel Peace Prize. Thomas’s piece speaks to universal themes of compassion, acceptance, and community. Dr. King’s guiding beliefs about the power of connection to transcend racial differences, to connect with one another, are
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A short walk from the Park Street T (subway) stop, the bronze Embrace casts a striking scene within the Common’s natural setting.



also conveyed through the depiction of the figure’s hands and arms.


[image: chpt_fig_004.jpg]
The Memorial Day Flag Garden is a moving scene and beautiful way to honor Massachusetts citizens who gave for their country.



The sculpture is located in a patch of the Common designated the 1965 Freedom Plaza. A circular area of granite stone surrounds the memorial, patterned in a way to evoke African-American quilt-making traditions. The Plaza also commemorates 69 local civil rights leaders active between 1950 and 1970. Granite benches invite visitors to sit and reflect; the curved stone walls provide a sense of intimacy, an invitation to gather closer to the memorial itself and one another.

At first glance, The Embrace’s design appears simplistic, but spend some time walking in and around the piece, studying the astonishing attention to fine details, and absorbing it from many different perspectives, and you’ll quickly find this sculpture is as complex and fascinating as the couple behind its creation.






MEMORIAL DAY FLAG GARDEN—BOSTON COMMON


Display begins at the Soldiers and Sailors Monument on Boston Common

Another unique event on the Common happens every Memorial Day when red, white, and blue “blooms” appear in the form of the Memorial Day Flag Garden. This hometown tradition was begun in 2010 by members of the Massachusetts Military Heroes Fund. Each year volunteers “plant” more than 37,000 flags to commemorate the Massachusetts service people who paid the ultimate sacrifice in conflicts from the Revolutionary War to the present.

The Flag Garden fans out downward from the top of the hill of the Soldiers and Sailors Monument, covering the Common’s gently sloped green.

People can support the work of the Massachusetts Military Heroes Fund year-round by sponsoring a flag. The stunning display can be viewed from many angles, and even with slender ropes to mark the garden’s parameters, there is ample access. Visitors can easily move throughout the installation, paying respects and taking time to reflect. The Flag Garden is a singular and unforgettable way to acknowledge the past while remaining in the present.






THE PUBLIC GARDEN


The Public Garden is located west of Boston Common. It is bordered by Charles Street, Arlington Street, Boylston Street, and Boston Common.

Walking through the lush, tranquil grounds of Boston Public Garden today, it’s hard to imagine the 24 acres were once a stretch of squishy, sandy mudflats (which probably did not smell so pleasant in the heat of Boston in August!). By the 1800s, the city’s plan to fill in the flats was underway with considerable debate about what the land should be used for. Fortunately, the proposal of a graveyard was robustly defeated (1,632 to 176); instead, the city accepted a bid by Boston philanthropist Horace Gray in 1837 to transform the acreage into a beautifully curated park. Two years later, America’s first botanical garden opened its gates, christened the Boston Public Garden.
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Established in 1859, the 4-acre pond is the garden’s centerpiece. Swimming allowed for friendly waterfowl only.



In the decades following its official opening, the Public Garden has undergone numerous changes and developments. All of these additional elements have been lovingly and carefully chosen and established to maintain the integrity of one of Boston’s most treasured spaces.

For instance, on any given late-spring or summer day you can find a line of people waiting to take a leisurely lap around the garden’s pond nestled in the wings of one of the iconic Swan Boats.

The brainchild of local businessman Robert Paget, the Swan Boats design was inspired by Lohengrin, a Wagner opera where a knight crosses a river in a swan-drawn boat to defend the honor of a princess. Whether or not 19th-century Bostonians felt chivalrous paddling around the Public Garden’s lagoon in Paget’s Swan Boats we’ll never know. But the fact that the boats, run by a fourth generation of the Paget family, continue to delight guests from all over the world every season is living proof of the enduring joy brought about by Robert Paget’s simple vision to help people fully enjoy the garden’s pond.


[image: chpt_fig_006.jpg]
A Public Garden staple, the Swan Boats have been delighting paddlers young and old for nearly 150 years. Opposite: Tulips flourish around the George Washington statue, bringing a touch of the Netherlands to Massachusetts.



The garden’s overall design was created by George F. Meacham with the paths and garden beds planned by city engineer James Slade and forester John Galvin. Easily accessible paved walkways loop around the green space populated with diverse tree species that range from English oak to weeping pagodas and dawn redwoods. The Garden has stayed very true to its
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Mrs. Mallard and her ducklings are often outfitted with festive, seasonal ware throughout the year.



19th-century roots as a place where people could enjoy promenading and socializing among a lovely natural setting. In addition, flower beds are expertly cultivated throughout the grounds to showcase seasonal blooms.

The Public Garden also features its share of public art with various statues scattered throughout the space. One of the most famous pieces is the Make Way for Ducklings sculpture created by local artist Nancy Schon. Based on Robert McCloskey’s award-winning children’s book of the same name, Schon’s rendering of Mrs. Mallard and her ducklings greets guests at the garden’s Charles and Beacon Streets entrance.

On any given day in the Public Garden you can find musicians busking, artists capturing the beauty of the surroundings, and people from all over the world who’ve come to experience this gorgeously tranquil spot for themselves.






BEACON HILL


Beacon Hill is a neighborhood bounded by Storrow Drive and Cambridge, Bowdin, Park, and Beacon Streets. It also borders Boston Common and is a short walk from the Park Street T station or the Charles MGH T stop.

With its cobblestone streets and 19th-century lampposts, Boston’s Beacon Hill neighborhood could easily pass for a scene in a Charles Dickens novel. Initially established in the mid-1600s, Beacon Hill was not always the upscale locale that it is today. In fact, as the city was undergoing its own growing pains in the 17th and 18th centuries, the Beacon Hill area was used for military drills and livestock grazing. The neighborhood would eventually become home to such affluent residents as singer Carly Simon and financial and business mogul Jack Welch, but you would never guess it from its relatively humble beginnings as a section for sailors, blacksmiths, and others characterized as working class “undesirables.”

A transformation in Beacon Hill’s geography along with the influence of the renowned 18th-century architect, Charles Bulfinch, changed everything for the Hill. In 1795, flush off his design of the new Massachusetts State House, located at the top of Beacon Hill, Bulfinch worked with city developers to create an updated urban design for this neighborhood, which was becoming badly needed in the face of Boston’s overcrowding. Four years later, the Beacon Hill that exists today with its stately Colonial Revival, Greek Revival, and Federal-style mansions began to take shape.
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Beacon Hill brownstones in full bloom.
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Beacon Hill has surprises and delights nestled in every nook and cranny.



This is one of Boston’s oldest and most scenic neighborhoods and also features a shopping and dining boulevard, making it seem like its own tiny hamlet folded up inside of the city. From the picturesque lampposts, a staple feature established in the 19th century and updated throughout the decades, to the charming gardens and courtyards secreted behind wrought-iron gates, every block is imbued with a distinctive, storied atmosphere.

When wandering the Hill, you’ll want to keep your eyes open for all sorts of sweet finds, such as Rouvalis Flowers & Gardens. Stop in this staple of Beacon Hill—family-owned and -operated for more than 40 years—for some seasonal blooms to brighten your nest or to simply linger and marvel at the inventive, beautiful outdoor displays.

You’ll also want to keep a look out for inspired “scenes” that crop up in the neighborhood throughout the year. Window boxes get the VIP treatment during spring and winter, but autumn is a whole other doorstop-jawdrop kind of festive time as residents try to outdo each other with ornate (but tasteful!) entryway extravaganzas.
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Any time of year is a good time to grab some to-go greenery from Rouvalis.



From as early as the 1840s, Beacon Hill was a location that especially appealed to the “1-percenters” of the period. Renowned homeowners from Louisa May Alcott and Robert Frost to Senator John Kerry and Uma Thurman have all taken up residence on the Hill. Some were lucky enough to live in Louisburg Square, a tiny exclusive enclave within Beacon Hill. Greek Revival–style houses built between 1834 and 1847 look out over cobblestone walkways, bisected by a private park.

But there is another, rather unusual, celebrity lurking in the gently sloping red-bricked streets of Beacon Hill: Acorn Street.

Established around 1795, Acorn Street was originally named Kitchen Street after the small row houses occupied by cooks, coachmen, maids, and others in service of Boston’s wealthy families. With its carpet of rare, original cobblestones and its classic American Federal-style brick homes, Acorn Street is not only considered one of the most fetching streets in the country, it is also among the most photographed. Acorn Street is still a residential area. Be respectful and mindful when taking your captures of this charming avenue.
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Cuddle up with a good read and let a few hours slip by in this homey, inviting space.; Anyone know the name of a good exterminator?; Lucky modern residents get to walk through history every day down this quiet, narrow lane.; A gardener’s delight or dilemma? Wisteria blooms climb one of the iconic Louisburg homes. Opposite: Boutiques and great eateries line Charles Street.




When you’re ready to leave the colorful window boxes and lovely stoops in the rear view, head down off the Hill to Charles Street, where you’ll find shops, dining, and even more eye-catching elements in this timeless part of Boston. Among the many stores along Charles Street, you will want to single out some time to get lost in the lovely Beacon Hill Books & Café. This five-story renovated brownstone is outfitted with darling features such as a working train that runs along the rooms in the children’s section and a basement-level cafe that opens up onto a sweet courtyard. It’s a space that is every book lover’s dream, and it is hard not to imagine running into Louisa May Alcott sprawled upon one of the store’s many cushioned window seats, scheming a new novel into being.

Beacon Hill is criminally lovely and she knows it! Turn down any street and you’ll be greeted with something new to uncover on every old block. Exploring the rich history of this neighborhood alone offers plenty of discoveries to fill a satisfying day spent in Boston and even more reason to plan a return visit.
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Treasured finds hiding in plain sight.









BACK BAY, MAGNOLIA SEASON


The Back Bay is a neighborhood bordered by the Charles River to the north, the Massachusetts Turnpike to the south, the Public Garden to the east, and Charlesgate East to the west.

Gradually cultivated between 1858 and 1900, Boston’s Back Bay design was inspired by 19th-century Parisian urban planning with attention to long, wide boulevards and interspersed with green space and trees. The elegant blocks that make up the neighborhood are populated with what is largely considered to be the finest representation of Victorian townhouses in the country. On any ordinary day, there is plenty to gawk at with these regal residences and their eye-catching architectural flourishes. But when spring arrives, transom windows and porticos play second fiddle to dazzling, dizzying clouds of pink and white magnolia blooms orbiting doorways and levitating from front yards up and down the streets of the Back Bay. It is worth timing a trip to the city in early to mid-April just to experience this one-of-a-kind magnolia magic.


[image: chpt_fig_016.jpg]
Magnolias bring big beauty to this Back Bay block.



The magnolias exist thanks to a spark of genius by a woman named Laura Dwight. Laura looked around her street on Commonwealth Avenue in the Back Bay and decided she did not like what she saw: crumbling front stoops, broken gates, dirt and litter patches passing for gardens and flower beds. It was 1963. Unbeknownst to Laura, she was about to turn her desire to create a cleaner, more inviting place to live for everyone in the neighborhood into an enduring beautification movement lasting 50 years and counting.

Both an activist and a naturalist at heart, Laura came up with a simple idea: plant trees to give front yards added curb appeal and to incentivize homeowners to keep their stoops and frontage maintained.




[image: chpt_fig_017.jpg]
A wreath of pink draws you into one of the many brownstones in the Back Bay.



Win/win! First, she researched various varieties and settled upon a species of magnolias that could withstand Boston’s chilly spring climate. Then Laura pitched her plan the old-fashioned way, by going door-to-door: Want to turn your front yard into a gorgeous pink dreamscape? For a nominal fee—$8 for a small tree and $20 for a larger, slightly more established tree—Laura would provide all planting materials and labor. Literally, just add water and voilà! Nature on demand.

And not only did Laura’s ingenious eco-activism take off, but it inspired others to gift trees to friends who lived on adjacent streets. Zoom ahead more than 5 decades, with over 100 magnolias on Commonwealth Avenue alone, and many additional years of new planting throughout the Back Bay, and the result is a floral marvel to astound your eyes and delight your winter-weary soul.

Walking the city blocks in spring is like meandering through a tunnel made of petals and the promise of the warmth and hope the season brings







COMMONWEALTH AVENUE MALL


484 Commonwealth Ave., Boston, MA; access at the western edge of the Public Garden or via the parallel streets of the Back Bay
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THE BOSTON PUBLIC LIBRARY


700 Boylston St., Boston, MA
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THE CHARLES RIVER ESPLANADE (THE ESPLANADE)


The Esplanade runs along the Charles River from the Longfellow Bridge to the Harvard Bridge. It can be accessed via the Charles MGH T stop on the Red Line. It can also be accessed on foot from the Beacon Hill and Back Bay neighborhoods.
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GRAFFITI ALLEY


565-567 Massachusetts Ave., Cambridge, MA
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THE BRATTLE BOOK SHOP


9 West St., Boston, MA
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THE ROSE FITZGERALD KENNEDY GREENWAY


Because the Greenway runs through the length of Boston from the North End to the South Station area, you can access the park on foot along stops at every MBTA line (Red, Green, Orange, Blue, Silver); from the commuter rail at both North and South Stations; and with Bluebike sharing stations.
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HARBORWALK TO FAN PIER PARK


Access the harborwalk via the Boston Marriott Long Wharf Hotel (296 State St., Boston, MA) and follow the boardwalk along the water to Fan Pier Park.
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NORTH END


The North End can be accessed via the Haymarket T stop (Orange Line) or Aquarium T stop (Blue Line). It is also within easy walking distance of Faneuil Hall Marketplace and the Rose Fitzgerald Kennedy Greenway.
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THE ISABELLA STEWART GARDNER MUSEUM


25 Evans Way, Boston, MA
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ARNOLD ARBORETUM


125 Arborway, Boston, MA
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Afterword

It’s been an honor to get to show you a bit of the New England that has my heart and always manages to catch my eye. It’s been my intention to impart some of what makes these beautiful, incredible, wholly distinct locales worth spending time getting to know. In putting this book together, I had the enormous pleasure of making my own new discoveries and finding additional parts of New England to treasure. Every destination speaks volumes. Whether you’ve met these places for the first time or feel inspired to give them a second look, I hope that you leave these pages energized to make your own memories, chart your own discoveries, and add your own fantastic chapter to their ongoing stories.
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