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    Children can understand the doctrine of the atoning sacrifice well; it is intended as a gospel for the very young. The gospel of substitution is a simplicity, even though it is a mystery. We must not be content until our little ones know and trust in the finished sacrifice. This is essential knowledge, and it is the key to the other spiritual teachings. Our beloved children must know the cross, and then they will have begun well. Along with all that they receive, they must receive an understanding of this, and then they will have the foundation properly laid.



— Charles Spurgeon 
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INTRODUCTION
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The suggestions contained in this booklet are presented to help believers who, with vocation and dedication, desire greater success in teaching the Word of God. This material is not offered to the reader as an infallible manual or an absolute text for Sunday School instruction; rather, it has been prepared as an elementary guide of orientation for those who want to serve the Lord in this noble ministry.

The author does not claim to be original. Several of the suggestions compiled here are the fruit of the experience of men of God who have left advice to new generations of teachers on the best way to teach youth.

I am sincerely grateful to the brothers and sisters here in Venezuela who, with good will, gave me their valuable help in the preparation of this book. My gratitude also goes to Páginas Orientadoras, from Mexico, who publishes it. Thanks to all of them this little book comes to light.

It is our desire that the content of this work will redound to the glory of God and that the material presented here will be useful to its readers. Let us pray together that these objectives may be achieved in the Lord's will.
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​1. IMPORTANCE OF THE WORK


Opportunity and necessity
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Censuses and statistics tell us that in Latin America more than half of the population is under the age of sixteen. This fact represents a great opportunity and at the same time a great responsibility for the believer whose duty and privilege is to teach the Word of God to new generations.

The child learns more easily and more quickly than the adult. The Roman  Catholic Church for centuries has declared: Give us a child until he is seven years old and we will have him for life. Communists and fascists make great efforts to indoctrinate the little ones because they know that the children of today are the men of tomorrow. The tender heart of a child is fertile ground for sowing any teaching, be it true or false.

A great part of today's children are not receiving the healthy instruction that is necessary for their moral and spiritual formation for the life ahead of them and for their eternal good. On the contrary, they receive from movies, television, and a multitude of little books with inconsequential, violent and immoral cartoons a pernicious influence that leads them to disaster. 

We refer to a case of a child we knew to illustrate the above. A Venezuelan boy named Luis had no father and his mother was forced to work in someone else's house. Luis spent his time watching television at his grandmother's house. One Sunday afternoon the boy jumped from the second floor of a building and hit his head hard. On the way to the aid station Luis told his grandmother how he had seen Batman   fly on the TV show and was testing to see if he could do the same. His fall caused a brain hemorrhage and shortly after arriving at the hospital emergency room he died. 

What a pity that this child did not have the opportunity to attend a Sunday School to hear about God's love and the work of Jesus Christ! If we instruct the children around us with the Holy Scriptures the results could be different. 
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Jesus Christ and children
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The Lord Jesus Christ gave great importance to the little ones. When He walked among men He left precepts and His example regarding the work of teaching them the Word of God: 

He thanked God for what He had revealed to the children. 1 

He placed a child in the midst of the disciples as an example of humility. 2 

He commanded his disciples to let the children come to him. 3 

He commanded Peter to feed his lambs. 4

He said that children praise the Lord. 5

He had compassion on the multitudes and began to teach them. 6

If you fail to make the sinner recognize his faults
,   Lead the children you can to the benign Savior.
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​2. REQUIREMENTS FOR TEACHING
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For such ministry it is necessary to fulfill the following requirements: 
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A. Conversion to God
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Teaching the things of God is the exclusive privilege of those who have been born again. To be born again means to repent and trust in the Lord Jesus Christ who died for our sins on the cross. The unsaved are spiritually blinded and therefore cannot lead others to the Lord or understand the things of God. Jesus Christ said: If the blind lead the blind, both will fall into the pit.  1 St. Paul wrote to the Corinthians: But the natural man does not perceive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him and he cannot understand them. 2 
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B. Good testimony
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Let us note Paul's advice to Timothy: Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a workman who does not need to be ashamed. 3 The apostle could also write about how holy, righteous and blamelessly he had conducted himself among the believers. 4 If our life does not support what we teach, our work will be in vain. 
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