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The Will of Allah to Create Adam
The story of Prophet Adam (peace be upon him) in the Qur'an begins when Allah, the Exalted, informed the angels that He would create Adam and his descendants, who would become vicegerents on Earth. Allah, the Exalted, said:
"Remember when your Lord said to the angels, 'Indeed, I will make a vicegerent on Earth.'" (Surah Al-Baqarah: 30).
The meaning of khalifah (vicegerent) here refers to the descendants of Adam, who succeed one another generation after generation to inhabit and prosper the Earth, as mentioned in His statement in Surah Al-An’am, verse 165.

Hearing this, the angels asked Allah, the Exalted:
"Why will You place on the Earth one who will cause corruption in it and shed blood, while we glorify You with praise and sanctify You?" (Surah Al-Baqarah: 30).
This was said by the angels to understand its wisdom, not to insult or envy the children of Adam, as mistakenly assumed by some. Their reasoning was that if Allah wanted to create humans merely to worship Him on Earth, weren’t they, the angels, beings who always worship Him and never disobey Him?

However, Allah answered the angels' question:
"Indeed, I know what you do not know." (Surah Al-Baqarah: 30).
The meaning is that Allah knows the benefits of creating humans, something the angels did not know the secret of. Among them (the descendants of Adam) would be Prophets, Messengers, martyrs, and those sincere in their faith.

How did the angels know that humans would cause corruption and shed blood?
There are several explanations for how the angels knew that humanity would corrupt and shed blood.
Among these explanations is the experience of the angels with the jinn. For, long before Adam (peace be upon him) was created—as narrated by Ibn Umar and Ibn Abbas—Allah had created the jinn. They caused bloodshed, and then Allah sent the angels to drive them out to the islands of the seas.

As for Hasan Al-Basri, he believed that the angels were inspired with knowledge about this matter. Others say they learned about it after being shown what was written in Lauhul-Mahfuz (the Preserved Tablet).

Allah, the Exalted, created Prophet Adam (peace be upon him) on a Friday, as the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said:
"The best day on which the sun rises is Friday. On it, Adam was created, on it he was admitted into Paradise, and on it he was expelled from it. And the Hour will not be established except on Friday."
(Narrated by Muslim, no. 854).
The Honor of Adam (peace be upon him):
After Prophet Adam (peace be upon him) was created, Allah honored him by teaching him the names of things that would later be recognized by humans. After that, these objects, whose names had been taught to Adam, were presented to the angels, and they were asked about their names. The angels could not answer. This was despite—as narrated by Hasan Al-Basri—when Allah intended to create Adam, the angels had said there was no being that Allah created about whom they would not have greater knowledge.
Eventually, they acknowledged the greatness of Allah, the Exalted, recognizing that no creature could know anything except what He teaches. After that, Allah commanded Adam (peace be upon him) to inform the angels of the names, declaring that Allah knows all that is unseen in the heavens and the earth and knows what His creatures reveal and what they conceal.

"And He taught Adam the names—all of them. Then He presented them to the angels and said, 'Inform Me of the names of these, if you are truthful.' They said, 'Exalted are You; we have no knowledge except what You have taught us. Indeed, it is You who are the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.' Allah said, 'O Adam, inform them of their names.' And when he had informed them of their names, He said, 'Did I not tell you that I know the unseen aspects of the heavens and the earth? And I know what you reveal and what you conceal.'" (Surah Al-Baqarah: 31-33).

The Angels Were Commanded to Prostrate to Adam (peace be upon him):
Prophet Adam (peace be upon him) was given four honors by Allah: (first) he was created by the noble hand of Allah, (second) the soul created by Allah was breathed into him, (third) the angels were commanded to prostrate to him, and (fourth) he was taught the names of things.
"And [mention] when We said to the angels, 'Prostrate to Adam,' so they prostrated, except for Iblis. He refused and was arrogant and became of the disbelievers." (Surah Al-Baqarah: 34).

The angels who were commanded to prostrate to Adam (peace be upon him) immediately obeyed and fulfilled the command. However, Iblis disobeyed Allah's command. He refused because of arrogance and considered himself superior to Adam (peace be upon him), claiming that he was created from fire while Adam (peace be upon him) was created from clay.

Allah said, "What prevented you from prostrating when I commanded you?" Iblis replied, "I am better than him. You created me from fire while You created him from clay." (Surah Al-A'raf: 12).

For this reason, Iblis is known as the first being to use qiyas (analogy). He compared himself to Adam (peace be upon him). Due to his belief in his own superiority, he refused to prostrate to Adam. However, analogy does not apply when it contradicts wahi (divine revelation). Moreover, the analogy he used was flawed because, if he believed fire to be superior to clay, in reality, clay is more beneficial and better. Clay possesses qualities of balance, gentleness, calmness, and growth, while fire embodies wildness, lightness, speed, and destruction.

As a result of his actions, Iblis was expelled from paradise in a cursed state. However, this did not lead him to repent. Instead, he further displayed his deviation by asking for a reprieve until the Day of Judgment to mislead the descendants of Adam (peace be upon him).

Allah said, "Then get out of paradise, for indeed you are accursed. And indeed, My curse will remain upon you until the Day of Recompense."

Iblis said, "O my Lord, grant me respite until the day they are resurrected."
Allah said, "Indeed, you are among those who are granted respite,
Until the day of the appointed time (the Day of Judgment)."
Iblis replied, "By Your might, I will surely mislead them all,
Except Your sincere servants among them."
(Surah Sad: 77-83)
What is the race of Iblis? And what is he made of?
Allah, the Most High, said,
So they prostrated except for Iblis.
He was of the jinn, but he disobeyed the command of his Lord.
(Surah Al-Kahf: 50)
Hasan Al-Basri said that Iblis was never an angel. Meanwhile, Shahr bin Hawshab said, "Iblis originally belonged to the race of the jinn. When the jinn once committed corruption on earth, Allah sent an army of angels to fight and drive them to the islands of the sea. However, Iblis was among those captured and was then brought to the heavens and resided there."

Allah's command to Iblis to descend (Surah Al-A'raf: 13) or leave (Surah Al-A'raf: 18) indicates that he was originally in Paradise, then commanded to descend and leave from the position he attained through his worship and obedience to Allah, such that he was likened to the angels in his devotion and worship. However, ultimately, that position was stripped from him due to his arrogance, envy, and defiance of Allah's command.

The jinn are created from fire, as the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said:
“The angels were created from light, the jinn were created from smokeless fire, and Adam was created from what has been described to you (from clay).”
(Narrated by Muslim, Hadith No. 2996)
Hawwa Was Created as a Companion for Adam
After Iblis was expelled from Paradise, Adam (peace be upon him) lived in Paradise. However, without a companion, he felt lonely. One time, he fell asleep, and when he awoke, there was suddenly a woman sitting before him, whom Allah had created from his rib. Prophet Adam (peace be upon him) asked her, “Who are you?” She replied, “A woman.” He then asked, “For what were you created?” She answered, “So that you may find tranquility in living with me.”
The angels, having already been informed of Adam's (peace be upon him) knowledge, asked, “What is her name, O Adam?” He replied, “Hawwa.” They asked, “Why is she called Hawwa?” He said, “Because she was created from something living (ḥayy).”

Ibn Abbas (may Allah be pleased with him) said that Hawwa was created from the shortest left rib of Adam (peace be upon him), and that rib was replaced with flesh.

This matter was indicated by Allah, the Most High, in His words:
“O mankind, fear your Lord, who created you from a single soul and created from it its mate, and dispersed from both of them many men and women.”
(Surah An-Nisa: 1)
The Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) also addressed this matter in a saying:
"Treat women kindly, for indeed, a woman is created from a rib, and the most crooked part of the rib is the uppermost. If you try to straighten it (forcefully), you will break it. But if you leave it, it will remain crooked. So, treat women kindly."
(Narrated by Al-Bukhari, Hadith No. 4890, and Muslim, Hadith No. 470)
Living in Paradise and the Prohibition of Eating from the Tree
Allah, the Most High, commanded Adam (peace be upon him) and Hawwa to live in Paradise and allowed them to eat whatever they desired from the food of Paradise. However, they were forbidden from approaching a specific tree.
Allah, the Most High, said:
"O Adam, dwell you and your wife in this Paradise and eat freely from its abundance wherever you will, but do not approach this tree, lest you be among the wrongdoers."
(Surah Al-Baqarah: 35)
It is not explained what the name of the tree was. Some have said that the tree in question was a grapevine. Others have suggested it was a wheat tree or a date palm tree. Had there been any benefit in mentioning its name, surely Allah, the Most High, would have revealed it.

The Reality of the Paradise That Prophet Adam (peace be upon him) Once Inhabited
Scholars have also discussed the issue of the Paradise that Allah commanded Prophet Adam (peace be upon him) to dwell in. Was it the Paradise in the heavens that will be the abode of the believers in the hereafter, or a Paradise located on earth?
The majority of scholars hold the opinion that the Paradise referred to is the one in the heavens that will become the place of return for the believers on the Day of Resurrection, based on the words of Allah, the Most High:
"O Adam, dwell you and your wife in this Paradise."
(Surah Al-Baqarah: 35)
The definite article "al-" in the word الجنّة (al-jannah) indicates that the Paradise is something well-known and established in understanding according to the Shariah, namely the Paradise that will become the place of return (on the Day of Resurrection). For this reason, when Prophet Musa (peace be upon him) debated with Prophet Adam (peace be upon him), he said to him:
"You are our father, yet you removed us and caused us to be expelled from Paradise."
(Narrated by Abu Dawud, Hadith No. 1702, in the chapter on truthful debates).
"What caused you to expel us and yourself from Paradise?"

This opinion is quite strong because it is supported by evidence indicating that the Paradise in question is the Paradise of return.

However, some people believe that the Paradise referred to is not the eternal Paradise. This is because, in that Paradise, Adam was forbidden from eating a certain tree, he slept within it, was then expelled from it, and (even) Iblis could enter it. All of this is cited as evidence that the Paradise mentioned is not the Paradise of return.

Nevertheless, those who differ on this issue agree that Paradise and Hell have already been created and exist based on clear evidence from verses and authentic hadiths.

Iblis Tempts Adam (peace be upon him) and Hawwa

Knowing that Allah had forbidden Adam (peace be upon him) and Hawwa from eating from one of the trees in Paradise, Iblis whispered to Adam and his wife, pretending to advise them and wishing for their good. He claimed that the prohibition was intended to prevent Prophet Adam (peace be upon him) from becoming an angel or attaining eternity in Paradise.

For this reason, he referred to the tree as the "Tree of Eternity" (Shajarat al-Khuldi).

Then Satan whispered wicked thoughts to both of them to expose what had been hidden from them, namely their private parts. Satan said, "Your Lord has only forbidden you from this tree so that you would not become angels or among those who live forever."
(Surah Al-A'raf: 20)
It is possible that some characteristics of that tree are explained in a hadith of the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). He said, 'Indeed, in Paradise, there is a tree under whose shade a rider could travel for one hundred years.'"

Adam and Hawwa were deceived by the seduction of Satan. Hawwa ate first before Adam and then persuaded Adam to eat, wallahu a'lam (Allah knows best). Regarding this, there is a hadith related to the matter. The Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said:
"If it were not for the Children of Israel, meat would not decay, and if it were not for Hawwa, no wife would betray her husband."
(Muttafaq alaih: Narrated by Bukhari, no. 3218, and Muslim, no. 1468).
After they tasted the forbidden tree, their private parts were immediately exposed. They then sought leaves in Paradise to cover themselves. At that moment, Allah reprimanded and reminded them of His prior prohibition.

When both of them tasted the tree, their private parts became apparent to them, and they began to cover themselves with the leaves of Paradise. Then their Lord called out to them, "Did I not forbid you from that tree and tell you, 'Indeed, Satan is a clear enemy to you both'?"
(Surah Al-Baqarah: 22).
Both acknowledged their mistakes and repented to Allah as an act of submission and humility before Him. They prayed:
"Our Lord, we have wronged ourselves, and if You do not forgive us and have mercy upon us, we will surely be among the losers."
(Surah Al-A'raf: 22).
Then Allah accepted their repentance.
(Surah Al-Baqarah: 37).
Adam and Hawwa were expelled from Paradise due to their actions in disobeying Allah's command. Allah the Exalted said: "Descend, some of you being enemies to others. And for you on the earth is a place of settlement and enjoyment for a time." (Surah Al-A'raf: 24).

The khitab (address of the verse) is directed to Prophet Adam, Hawwa, and Iblis. Some also interpret it as including the serpent that was with them. They were commanded to descend from Paradise in a state of mutual enmity (between Adam and Iblis).

Regarding the timing of Adam and Hawwa's expulsion, as mentioned in a previous hadith, it occurred on a Friday. As for their places of descent, scholars have various opinions. Ibn Abbas stated that Adam was sent down to a place called Dahna, located between Mecca and Ta'if. Hasan Al-Basri opined that Adam descended in India, Hawwa in Jeddah, Iblis in Destimyan (a few miles from Basra), and the serpent in Asfahan.

The Debate Between Adam and Musa (peace be upon them):
Imam Bukhari narrated a hadith from Abu Hurairah, may Allah be pleased with him, who reported from the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). He said:
Musa argued with Adam (peace be upon them both) and said to him: "You are the one who caused humanity to be expelled from Paradise and brought them misery because of your sin." Adam replied: "O Musa, you are the one whom Allah chose to carry His message and with whom He spoke directly. Will you blame me for an act that Allah had decreed for me before He created me, or that was preordained for me before I was created?" The Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: "Adam defeated Musa in argument."
(Narrated by Bukhari, no. 4461).
It is as if Adam said to Prophet Musa (peace be upon them), "My expulsion due to eating from the tree was not the cause of your expulsion. What caused it was the decree and predestination of Allah before I was created by Allah, the Almighty. You are blaming me for a matter unrelated to the prohibition upon me from eating the tree and then my eating of it. Your expulsion was not because of my action. I did not expel myself or you from Paradise, but it was all due to Allah's decree and His actions, and He has wisdom in this matter."

Thus, Adam (peace be upon him) is said to have defeated Musa's argument. The above hadith must not be rejected because it is authentic and mutawatir (reported by numerous chains). However, it is not permissible for anyone to use this hadith as an excuse to justify sins by blaming Allah's predestination. If that were the case, it would lead to extremely bad actions.

Some scholars say that Prophet Adam's (peace be upon him) response was using destiny as an argument for the calamity that befell him, not for the sin he committed.

Some Hadiths About the Creation of Adam (peace be upon him):
Imam Ahmad narrated from Abu Musa, from the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him):
"Indeed, Allah created Adam from a handful of soil taken from all parts of the earth. Therefore, Adam's descendants were born resembling the earth: some are white, red, black, and some are a mix of all. Some are good, and some are bad; some are easy, and some are difficult, and some are in between." (Narrated by Ahmad, authenticated by Al-Albani in Sahih Al-Jami, no. 1759).
The Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said:
"When Allah blew the soul into Adam, and the soul reached his head, Adam sneezed. He then said, 'Alhamdulillah (Praise be to Allah), Rabbil-Alamin (Lord of all worlds).' Allah, Blessed and Exalted, then said to him, 'Yarhamukallah (May Allah have mercy on you).'" (Narrated by Ibn Hibban, authenticated by Al-Albani in Silsilah Al-Ahadith As-Sahihah, no. 2159).
As Allah the Exalted says: "Remember when your Lord said to the angels, 'Indeed, I will create a human being from clay. So, when I have proportioned him and breathed into him of My spirit, then fall down to him in prostration.'" (Surah Sad: 71-72).

Imam Tirmidhi narrated from Abu Hurairah (may Allah be pleased with him) that he said: "The Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) said, 'When Allah created Adam, He wiped his back, and from it fell every soul of his offspring that He was to create until the Day of Resurrection. Between the eyes of each of them was a light. Then, He presented them to Adam. Adam asked, "O Lord, who are they?" He said, "They are your descendants." Adam saw one among them whose light caught his attention, and he asked, "O Lord, who is this?" He said, "This is a man from the latter generations of your offspring, named David." Adam asked, "O Lord, how much life did You give him?" He said, "Sixty years." Adam said, "O Lord, increase his lifespan by forty years from my own lifespan."

When Adam's lifespan was completed, the Angel of Death came to him. Adam said, "But I still have forty years of my lifespan remaining." The angel replied, "Did you not give it to your descendant David?" Adam denied it, and so his descendants also denied. Adam forgot, and so his descendants also forgot. Adam erred, and so his descendants also erred.'"

Abu Hurairah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated that the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) said: "Allah created Adam, and his height was sixty cubits. Then He said, 'Go to that group of angels and greet them with peace, and listen to how they respond to you, for that will be your greeting and the greeting of your offspring.' So, Adam said to them, 'Assalamu'alaikum.' They replied, 'Assalamu'alaika warahmatullah,' adding 'warahmatullah' to his greeting. Everyone who enters Paradise will be in the form of Adam. People have been decreasing in stature ever since."

From Abu Hurairah (may Allah be pleased with him), the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said:

“When the son of Adam recites a verse of prostration and then prostrates, Satan withdraws, crying and saying, ‘Woe to me! The son of Adam was commanded to prostrate, and he prostrated, so Paradise is for him. But I was commanded to prostrate, and I disobeyed, so Hellfire is for me.’”
(Narrated by Muslim, no. 110)
Imam Malik narrated that Umar ibn Khattab (may Allah be pleased with him) was once asked about the following verse:

“And (remember) when your Lord brought forth from the children of Adam, from their loins, their descendants, and made them testify concerning themselves, (saying), ‘Am I not your Lord?’ They said, ‘Yes, we testify’—lest you should say on the Day of Resurrection, ‘Indeed, we were unaware of this.’”
(Surah Al-A’raf: 172)
Umar said, “I heard the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) say, when asked about this verse:

‘Indeed, Allah created Adam (peace be upon him), then He wiped his back with His right hand, and from it, He brought forth his descendants. Then He said, “I created these for Paradise, and they will act as the people of Paradise.” Then He wiped his back again and brought forth descendants, and said, “I created these for Hell, and they will act as the people of Hell.”’

A man asked, ‘O Messenger of Allah, what is the point of deeds then?’ The Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) replied, ‘When Allah creates a servant for Paradise, He facilitates them to perform the deeds of the people of Paradise until they die upon it, and they enter Paradise. And if Allah creates a servant for Hell, He facilitates them to perform the deeds of the people of Hell until they die upon it, and they enter Hell.’”

Ibn Hibban narrated in his Sahih from Abu Dharr (may Allah be pleased with him) that he said:

“I said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, how many Prophets were there?’ He said, ‘One hundred and twenty-four thousand.’ I asked, ‘O Messenger of Allah, how many of them were Messengers?’ He said, ‘Three hundred and thirteen, a great number.’ I asked, ‘O Messenger of Allah, who was the first of them?’ He said, ‘Adam.’ I asked, ‘O Messenger of Allah, was he a Prophet who was sent?’ He said, ‘Yes, Allah created him with His hand, then He breathed into him the soul and shaped him.’”
(Narrated by Ahmad, classified as Sahih by Al-Albani in Mishkat al-Masabih, no. 5738)
Imam Bukhari and Muslim narrated a hadith about the story of Isra and Mi’raj:

"The Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) met Adam in the first heaven. Adam said to him, 'Welcome, O righteous son and righteous Prophet.' However, to his right and left were groups of people. When he looked at those on his right, he laughed, but when he looked at those on his left, he wept. Then I said, 'O Jibril, who is he?' Jibril said, 'He is Adam, and those are his descendants. When he looks at his right side—those who are the inhabitants of Paradise—he laughs. But when he looks at his left side—those who are the inhabitants of Hellfire—he weeps.'"

In Sahih Bukhari and Muslim, there is also a narration where the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said:

"Indeed, Allah created Adam in His image."
(Muttafaq Alaih; narrated by Bukhari, no. 5873, and Muslim, no. 2612)
Scholars differ regarding the pronoun "his" in the phrase "in his image" (ṣūratihī). Some state that it refers to "the one who was struck," as in Muslim’s narration, this hadith follows the Prophet's (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) command prohibiting hitting the face. After this, he said, "Indeed, Allah created Adam in his image (referring to the one who was struck)." Others believe that the pronoun "his" refers to Adam himself. Yet another opinion holds that the pronoun "his" refers to Allah, based on another clear narration, "Indeed, the children of Adam were created in the image of Ar-Rahman," authenticated by Imam Ahmad. This view is supported by Shaykh al-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah.

The meaning is that Allah is All-Hearing and All-Seeing whenever He wills, and thus He created Adam also capable of hearing and seeing, possessing a face, hands, and feet. However, Allah’s hearing, seeing, and speaking are not comparable to Adam’s. Allah’s attributes are perfect and befitting His majesty and greatness, while the attributes of Adam's descendants are subject to flaws, deficiencies, and eventual extinction. Allah Almighty says, "There is nothing like unto Him, and He is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing."
(Surah Ash-Shura: 11)
(Refer to Fathul Bari, 5/183; Sharh Muslim by An-Nawawi, 16/166; Majmu’ Fatawa by Shaykh Ibn Baaz, 4/226; IslamQA Ref. 20652).

The Story of the Two Sons of Adam (peace be upon him): Qabil and Habil

Prophet Adam (peace be upon him) was given offspring in a unique manner. His wife would give birth to twins each time, consisting of a boy and a girl. The first birth was Qabil and his sister, while the next birth was Habil and his sister.

Adam (peace be upon him) then commanded cross-marriage, meaning the male child from one set of twins would marry the female twin of the other. Qabil was instructed to marry Habil's twin sister, and Habil was instructed to marry Qabil's twin sister. However, Qabil preferred to marry his own twin sister because she was more beautiful. He refused Adam's (peace be upon him) command.

Adam (peace be upon him) then ordered both to present a sacrifice. Habil offered a fat lamb, as he was a shepherd, while Qabil offered poor-quality crops. A fire came down and consumed Habil's sacrifice, indicating its acceptance, while Qabil's offering was left untouched, indicating rejection.

Qabil became angry and declared, "I will surely kill you!"

As Allah the Exalted narrates in the Qur'an:
"And recite to them the story of Adam's two sons, in truth, when they both offered a sacrifice. It was accepted from one of them (Habil) but not accepted from the other (Qabil). He (Qabil) said, 'I will surely kill you!'"
(Surah Al-Ma'idah: 27)
Habil himself did not respond to Qabil's evil intentions. He did not want to do the same as Qabil's desire because he feared Allah. This showed his noble character and fear of Allah the Exalted. Habil said, as Allah the Exalted narrates:

"If you stretch your hand toward me to kill me, I will never stretch my hand toward you to kill you. Indeed, I fear Allah, the Lord of all worlds."
(Surah Al-Ma'idah: 28)
Eventually, Qabil succumbed to his desires and killed Habil. However, he regretted it afterward and did not know what to do with his brother's corpse. He carried his brother's body on his back, wandering here and there. Then Allah sent two crows that fought each other. One killed the other. After that, the surviving crow dug a hole in the ground, placed the dead crow in it, and covered it with soil. Inspired by this, Qabil imitated what the crow had done.

Allah the Exalted says:
"Then Allah sent a crow digging in the ground to show him (Qabil) how to bury the corpse of his brother. He (Qabil) said, 'Woe to me! Am I not even able to be like this crow and bury the corpse of my brother?' So he became one of those who regret."
(Surah Al-Ma'idah: 31)
The Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) said:
"No soul is killed unjustly, except that the first son of Adam bears a share of its blood (sin), because he was the first to initiate the practice of murder."
(Agreed upon; narrated by Bukhari, no. 3157, and Muslim, no. 1677)
Prophet Adam (peace be upon him) was very saddened by the incident that befell Habil. Nevertheless, after that, Adam (peace be upon him) was blessed with many descendants. It is said that he had forty children from twenty births. Others say that his wife gave birth one hundred and twenty times. Each time, the children consisted of a pair of a male and a female. This was possible because Adam lived for hundreds of years.

It is narrated that after the birth of a child named Sheeth (Shith), he was 130 years old, and after that, he lived for an additional 800 years. From his children, grandchildren were born, and so on, until humanity spread to where it is today.

"O mankind, fear your Lord, who created you from a single soul, and created from it its mate; and from them both, He spread many men and women..."
(Surah An-Nisa: 1)
Historians say that before his death, Adam witnessed his descendants multiplying until their numbers reached 400,000.

The Advice of Adam (peace be upon him) to His Son, Sheeth (peace be upon him)

Sheeth (شيث), in linguistic terms, means "gift." He was named as such because Sheeth was born after the killing of Habil. Sheeth is also considered among the Prophets, based on the statement of the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him).

The lineage of the Prophets today all traces back to Sheeth, as the descendants of Adam from his other children have perished. Before his passing, Prophet Adam (peace be upon him) taught Sheeth about the times of the night and day, and he instructed him in worship during those times. He also taught him about the occurrence of storms at specific times.

The Death of Prophet Adam (peace be upon him)

Prophet Adam (peace be upon him) passed away on a Friday. The angels came with fragrances and shrouds from Paradise. They consoled his descendants and his successor, Sheeth (peace be upon him).

Regarding the location of his burial, historians have different accounts. Some say he was buried in the place where he descended, on a mountain in India. Others say he was buried at Jabal Abu Qubais in Mecca. Another opinion states that during the time of Prophet Nuh (peace be upon him), when the great flood occurred, Nuh carried the bodies of Adam and Hawwa in a chest and buried them in Jerusalem.

As for his age at the time of death, it is estimated to have been around 1,000 years.
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Prophet Idris (peace be upon him), his original name was Khanukh. He was the first of Adam's descendants to be appointed as a Prophet after Prophet Adam and Prophet Sheeth (peace be upon them). He met Adam for 380 years. Allah praised him and granted him the rank of a Prophet and endowed him with honesty.

"And mention (O Muhammad to them) the story of Idris (mentioned) in the Quran. Indeed, he was a man of truth and a Prophet. And We raised him to a high station."
(Surah Maryam: 56-57)
Ibn Ishaq stated that Prophet Idris (peace be upon him) was the first person to write with a pen. He is also the one referred to by the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) in a hadith narrated by Mu’awiyah bin Hakam As-Sulami. When Mu’awiyah asked the Prophet about divination, the Prophet said:

"Indeed, there used to be a Prophet who foretold events by making lines. Whoever's divination corresponds to his (that Prophet's), then it is correct."
(Narrated by Muslim, No. 537)
As for the statement of Allah Almighty about Prophet Idris:
"And We raised him to a high station."
(Surah Maryam: 57)
Imam Bukhari and Muslim narrate that during the event of Isra' and Mi'raj, the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) met him in the fourth heaven. Mujahid opines regarding this verse that Prophet Idris (peace be upon him) was raised and did not die, similar to the raising of Prophet Isa (peace be upon him).

If the interpretation is that he remains alive to this day, then this opinion requires reconsideration. However, if the interpretation is that he was raised alive to the heavens and then died there, this does not contradict the account of Ka’ab Al-Ahbar. He reported that Prophet Idris (peace be upon him) was raised to the fourth heaven, and there the Angel of Death (Malakul-Maut) took his soul.

	It means he could discern matters through intuition using drawn lines.

	Narration by Muslim, No. 537.

	This means it was permissible for that Prophet to divine in this manner. If someone could ascertain their divination matches the Prophet’s, it would also be permissible. However, since no one can guarantee this, the hadith essentially prohibits divination. (See Imam Nawawi's explanation of this hadith).
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He was Nuh bin Lamik bin Mutawasylih bin Khanukh (Idris, peace be upon him) bin Yarid bin Mahlayil bin Qainin bin Anusy bin Shith bin Adam, the father of mankind (peace be upon him). He was born 126 years after the death of Adam (peace be upon him), as mentioned by Ibn Jarir and others. Imam Bukhari narrated that the period between Prophet Adam (peace be upon him) and Prophet Nuh (peace be upon him) was ten centuries. All people during that time embraced Islam.

If the word "century" (قرن) means a span of 100 years, as commonly understood, then the duration would surely be 1,000 years. However, it is also possible that the time exceeded 1,000 years, as Ibn Abbas narrated that the ten centuries referred to were ten centuries of adherence to Islam. This means the first ten centuries after Prophet Adam (peace be upon him) were marked by Islam, but after that, people fell into misguidance.

There is also the opinion that "century" (قرن) refers to generations, as mentioned in Allah's statement: And how many generations after Nuh have We destroyed. And sufficient is your Lord, as All-Knowing and All-Seeing of the sins of His servants. (Surah Al-Isra: 17)

This means that the generations before the arrival of Prophet Nuh (peace be upon him) had populated the earth for a very long time. Thus, the time between Prophet Adam and Nuh (peace be upon them both) spanned thousands of years.

Nevertheless, it is clear that Prophet Nuh (peace be upon him) was sent to a people who worshipped idols and false deities (taghut). They were immersed in misguidance and disbelief, so Allah sent him as a mercy to His servants. Thus, Prophet Nuh (peace be upon him) became the first messenger sent to earth, as will be confirmed by mankind on the Day of Resurrection in the Plain of Gathering (Mahsyar).

The Background of Polytheism Among Prophet Nuh's People
The story of Prophet Nuh (peace be upon him) is mentioned extensively in various Surahs of the Qur'an, including Allah's statement: Indeed, We sent Nuh to his people, and he said, "O my people, worship Allah; you have no deity other than Him. Indeed, I fear for you the punishment of a tremendous day." (Surah Al-A’raf: 59)
The leaders of his people said, "Indeed, we see you in clear error." Nuh replied, "O my people, there is no error in me, but I am a messenger from the Lord of the worlds." (Surah Al-A’raf: 60–61)

And many other verses throughout the Qur'an recount the story of Prophet Nuh (peace be upon him).

The cause of their misguidance, as narrated by Imam Bukhari in a hadith from Juraij bin 'Atho' from Ibn Abbas, explains Allah's statement: And they said, 'Never leave your gods, and never leave Wadd, or Suwaa', or Yaghuth, Ya'uq, and Nasr.' (Surah Nuh: 23)

(Wadd, Suwaa', Yaghuts, Ya'uq, and Nasr in the verse above) are the names of righteous people from the people of Prophet Nuh (peace be upon him). When they passed away, Satan whispered to their people to make statues of them at the places where they used to sit, and each statue was named after them. The people followed this suggestion of Satan, and when the first generation had passed and knowledge had vanished, the statues were eventually worshiped.

Ibn Jarir At-Tabari, in his tafsir, mentioned a narration explaining the interpretation of the above verse, stating that (these names originally belonged to) righteous people who lived during the time between Prophet Adam and Prophet Nuh (peace be upon them). They had many followers who always emulated their way of life. When these righteous individuals passed away, their followers said, "If only we made statues of them, this would remind us of them and encourage us to worship more." They carried out this plan. However, when the followers passed away, Satan whispered to the next generation, "Indeed, your ancestors worshiped them and sought rain through these statues." As a result, the statues were worshiped by them.

There is an authentic narration from Bukhari and Muslim, in which the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) was informed by Umm Salamah and Umm Habibah about churches they had seen in Abyssinia with their splendid decorations and statues. The Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) then said:
"They are a people who, when a righteous man among them dies, they build a place of worship over his grave and make statues of him. They are the worst of creation in the sight of Allah on the Day of Resurrection."
(Muttafaq 'alaih; narrated by Bukhari, no. 417, and Muslim, no. 528.)
At the time when corruption and idol worship were widespread on the earth, Allah Ta'ala sent Prophet Nuh (peace be upon him) to call his people to worship Allah alone, to not associate anything with Him, and to forbid servitude to anyone other than Him. Thus, Prophet Nuh (peace be upon him) was the first messenger sent to the earth, as narrated in a report from Bukhari and Muslim from Abu Hurairah, may Allah be pleased with him, from the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) in a hadith about intercession. He said:

"People will go to Adam and say, 'O Adam, you are the father of humanity. Allah created you with His own hands, breathed into you His soul (which He created), ordered the angels to prostrate to you, and allowed you to dwell in Paradise. Will you not intercede with your Lord for us? Do you not see our condition and what we are enduring?' Then Adam will say, 'My Lord was very angry with me, and He has never been as angry before nor will He ever be so after. He forbade me from approaching a tree, but I disobeyed Him. Now, I am concerned only for myself. Go to someone else; meet Prophet Nuh.'

Then they will come to Nuh and say, 'O Nuh, you are the first messenger sent to the earth. Allah called you a grateful servant. Do you not see our condition? Do you not witness what we are enduring? Will you intercede for us with your Lord, the Mighty and Majestic?' Then Nuh will say, 'My Lord was once very angry with me. He has never been so angry before nor will He be so after. Now, I am concerned only for myself...'"

Persistent Efforts in Da'wah and Opposition from His People
After being sent as a messenger, Prophet Nuh (peace be upon him) called his people to worship Allah alone, with no partners to Him. He forbade his people from worshiping idols, statues, or any form of taghut (false deities).
(Muttafaq 'alaih; narrated by Bukhari, no. 3126, and Muslim, no. 327)
(Taghut refers to anything worshiped other than Allah Ta'ala.)
They must call towards the belief in His oneness and believe that there is no deity worthy of worship except Him, as this is the general duty of the prophets and messengers. "And indeed We have sent a messenger to every nation (proclaiming): 'Worship Allah (alone) and shun the taghut (false deities)...'" (Surah An-Nahl: 36). Then Nuh (peace be upon him) said to his people, "O my people, worship Allah; you have no deity other than Him. Indeed, I fear for you the punishment of a great Day (the Day of Resurrection)." (Surah Al-A'raf: 59).

Using various methods, Prophet Nuh (peace be upon him) conveyed his message to his people: during the day and night, secretly and openly, giving pleasant promises (targhib) and issuing stern warnings (tarhib). Nuh (peace be upon him) said, "O my Lord, indeed I have called my people night and day, but my call only increased their aversion." (Surah Nuh: 5-6). "And indeed, every time I called them so You might forgive them, they put their fingers in their ears, covered themselves with their garments, persisted, and were arrogant with great arrogance." (Surah Nuh: 7). "Then I called them openly, then I proclaimed to them and also confided to them secretly." (Surah Nuh: 8-9).

Despite his tireless efforts, his people gave no positive response. Most of them rejected the message of Prophet Nuh (peace be upon him). Not only that, they ridiculed Prophet Nuh (peace be upon him) and his followers. The leaders of his people said, "Indeed, we see you in clear error." (Surah Al-A'raf: 60). The disbelieving leaders of his people said, "We do not see you but as a man like ourselves, and we do not see you followed except by those who are the lowest among us, with immature judgment. And we see not in you any merit over us; rather, we think you are liars." (Surah Hud: 27).

Prophet Nuh (peace be upon him) remained patient in facing them and responded to their accusations. Nuh said, "O my people, there is no error in me, but I am a messenger from the Lord of all the worlds." (Surah Al-A'raf: 61).

Thus it continued. Prophet Nuh (peace be upon him), without weariness, diligently preached to his people, even though his mission lasted an exceptionally long time. The Qur'an mentions that his mission spanned 950 years. "And We certainly sent Nuh to his people, and he remained among them a thousand years minus fifty years..." (Surah Al-Ankabut: 14).

After a long period of preaching, with various methods, along with patience and perseverance in facing his people, the majority of his people still rejected the call and invitation of Prophet Nuh (peace be upon him). Only a small number accepted his message.

"And none had believed with him except a few." (Surah Hud: 40)



At its peak, when his people grew weary of Prophet Nuh’s (peace be upon him) invitations, they challenged him to prove his truthfulness by bringing something tangible that they could witness with their own eyes.

"They said, 'O Nuh, you have disputed with us and been frequent in dispute with us. So bring us what you threaten us with, if you should be of the truthful.'" (Surah Hud: 32)



Prophet Nuh (peace be upon him) did not fulfill their demands immediately, as he understood that no miracle could occur except by Allah's command. He knew that Allah alone has the power, and nothing can overpower Him. If Allah wills something, He only says "Kun" (Be), and it happens instantly.

"Nuh said, 'Only Allah will bring it to you if He wills, and you will not cause Him failure.'" (Surah Hud: 33)



Allah also comforted Prophet Nuh (peace be upon him), reassuring him not to grieve over what his people were doing, as Allah's help was near.

"And it was revealed to Nuh, 'None of your people will believe except those who have already believed, so do not be distressed by what they have been doing.'" (Surah Hud: 36)



The Command to Build the Ark
In response to the increasingly harsh behavior of his people and the loss of hope for their betterment, Prophet Nuh (peace be upon him) prayed to Allah to bring His punishment upon them and to save him and his followers from their oppression.
"Nuh said, 'My Lord, do not leave upon the earth from among the disbelievers an inhabitant.'" (Surah Nuh: 26)



"Indeed, if You leave them, they will mislead Your servants and not beget except wicked and disbelieving children." (Surah Nuh: 27)



As an answer to Prophet Nuh’s (peace be upon him) prayer, Allah commanded him to build a great ark, unmatched in its construction before or after.

And make the ark under Our supervision and as per Our revelation, and do not speak to Me concerning those who have wronged; indeed, they will be drowned. (Surah Hud: 37)

Prophet Noah, peace be upon him, fulfilled the command of his Lord. Thus, he began doing so. Some of the early scholars stated that when Allah answered the prayer of Prophet Noah, peace be upon him, He commanded him to plant a tree to make the ark. He then planted it and waited for 100 years. After that, he cut it and built the ark for 100 years. Some also say it was 40 years. And Allah knows best.

Several narrations describe the size of the ship that Prophet Noah, peace be upon him, made. Ath-Thawri said that the ship ordered to be made was 80 cubits (dhira'). Qatadah said it was 300 cubits in length and 50 cubits in width. While Hasan al-Basri said it was 600 cubits long and 300 cubits wide. Its height was 30 cubits, consisting of three levels, with each level being 10 cubits high. The bottom level was designated for livestock and wild animals, the middle for humans, and the top for birds. The door was located at the side of the ship, and the top was covered.

Seeing what Prophet Noah, peace be upon him, was doing, his people mocked him and denied the possibility of the punishment that was warned to them.

(Note: A cubit is a unit of length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow, roughly half a meter).

And Noah, peace be upon him, began to build the ark. Every time the leaders of his people passed by Noah, they mocked him. Noah said, "If you mock us, then we too will mock you as you have mocked us."

"Later, you will know who will be afflicted by a humiliating punishment and who will endure an eternal punishment." (Surah Hud: 38-39)

However, the conviction of Prophet Noah, peace be upon him, was firm in the promise of Allah the Almighty. He responded to the mockery of his people by mocking them back because of their rebellion and denial of Allah’s call, which would bring down Allah's punishment upon them.

The rebellion of the people of Prophet Noah, peace be upon him, had become very severe. It is even narrated by the Prophet Muhammad, peace be upon him, in a hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, that even on the Day of Judgment, they would attempt to deny that Prophet Noah, peace be upon him, ever called them to the truth.

The Prophet Muhammad, peace be upon him, said, "Noah, peace be upon him, came with his people, and then Allah, the Almighty, asked him, ‘Did you convey the message (to them)?’ He replied, ‘Yes, O my Lord.’ Then Allah asked Noah’s people, ‘Did he convey the message to you?’ They replied, ‘No. No prophet has ever come to us.’ Then Allah asked Noah, ‘Who can testify on your behalf?’ He replied, ‘Prophet Muhammad and his followers.’ Then they (Prophet Muhammad and his followers) will testify that Prophet Noah had conveyed the message."

This is what is meant by the words of Allah the Almighty: "And thus We have made you (the Muslim community) a just and chosen nation that you may be witnesses over the people, and that the Messenger (Muhammad) may be a witness over you." (Surah Al-Baqarah: 143)

Flood

After the ark was completed, water began to gush forth from the earth’s fissures as a manifestation of Allah’s promise to bring calamity upon the people of Prophet Noah, peace be upon him. Indeed, signs of the impending massive flood were evident, as water emerged from the place where fire had once erupted, namely the oven (tannur).

Then Allah commanded Prophet Noah, peace be upon him, to bring in all the animals, two by two, as well as food and other necessary items to ensure the continuation of life. He was also commanded to bring along the believers, whether they were his family or his followers.

When Our command came, and the oven (tannur) gushed forth with water, then you should bring into the ark two of every kind, and your family, except for those who have already been decreed to be punished among them. And do not speak to Me about those who have wronged; indeed, they will be drowned. (Surah Al-Mu’minun: 27)

There are different narrations regarding the number of people who joined Prophet Noah, peace be upon him, in the ark.

(Note: The term “tannur” refers to a type of clay oven traditionally used to bake bread, where no water would usually be found inside. The emergence of water from this oven indicated that the great flood was imminent.)

Ibn Abbas said that the number of people was 80, along with their wives. Ka'ab Al-Ahbar said that the number was 72 people. There are also some who say that their number was 10 people.

After they all boarded the ark, Allah the Almighty commanded them to praise Him for saving them from their disbelieving people.

"When you
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