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Chapter 1 The Merfolks in the Sea

When Platinum was young, and the seas and continents were visible, merfolks starting swimming in the seas. The merfolks swam the seas never considering the surface. They were content to swim and build their cities into the beautiful places we know today.

There was a mermaid who was too curious. She knew what all there was to know about life in the sea. One day, she swam all the way to the surface. She saw elves and wanted to be with them. She told her mother about her visits to the surface. Those tales frightened her mother. No merfolk knew the elves in those days. There was no telling what could happen.

The little mermaid wouldn’t stop visiting the elves. Then one day she didn’t come back. Her mother fretted. Finally, the other merfolks wondered what had happened to the little mermaid who was too curious. Several mermen went to the surface where the mermaid would go.

They discovered an elf community. Small and cruel was a sight that greeted them. The mermen found the little mermaid hanging from a cliff. Her body dangling in the wind. The mermen were appalled. They were too busy thinking about how to retrieve her body when elves discovered them.

“Well, would you look at that. There’s more of them!”

“These are male this time. This should be interesting.”

The elves approached the sea. They were as heavily armed as were the mermen.

“Prepare to die!”

The elves ran towards the mermen. Swords and other weapons clashed. No one knows how long the battle lasted. But when it was over, all the elves were dead. One merman was still alive. He took the little mermaid’s body with him.

He was exhausted and found it harder to breathe air as he could easily breathe water. He swam to where the mother of the too curious mermaid lived and gave her the body of her daughter.

“What happened to her?”

“Wicked elves killed her. My companions and I fought them and I was the only one who survived.”

He said no more and left. He was wounded in more ways than one. He died days later…

Just a story or a myth the merfolks tell each other. But as the Guardians knew, there was probably some truth hidden in the tale. Raelon knew as did many others, it was a tale used to teach children not to swim up to the surface. It was commonly believed no merfolk could breathe both air and water. Not many had even questioned the belief.

Yet, after the merfolks had joined the Guardians, some discovered they could breathe air to some extent. Not all certainly. Even Raelon was learning she could breathe air in the secret Guardian Hold in Elsewhere. So far she hadn’t tested to see how long she could before she had problems.

All modern merfolks knew the tale. It was one of their many tales featured in the Guardian Archives. No one had questioned this tale for any of its truth. It was just accepted as it was.

Many merfolks swam around their cities out in the sea far from elf communities. The only exception was at Elsewhere. Some merfolks lived there on the seabed. They had designated canals where they could swim safely. No boats were allowed in them. Elsewhere was a Guardian city and therefore was safe for merfolks to live in safely. They were never attacked.

Many more merfolks were cautious and stayed in their cities where most elves couldn’t reach them. It was a shock at first when Adelaen who had lived in the Silver Mists had fallen into the sea and discovered their city. Until that happened, many merfolks thought elves were a myth. Even the elves had long thought merfolks were a myth too.

Many merfolks were learning not all elves were wicked and there were lots of other people in the world. The merfolks were already well aware of water nymphs. Water nymphs were mere tricksters and pranksters. Not unwanted companions at times. At others too annoying for words from the unsuspecting merfolks.

The merfolk king was content with his people for now. He didn’t have a problem with the Guardians. If anything he had hoped they would help the merfolks to survive and continue to thrive without threat of any wicked people harming his people.

He knew where Raelon was and she was a Guardian and a scientist. He was glad she was allowed to be so when the merfolks first joined the Guardians. Otherwise, she would probably have been very unhappy right now. But the king was wondering if she would ever make any good discoveries just for the merfolks.

He yawned. It was time for the latest meeting with the Guardians. He turned on his screen and could see several other holds on it. He could see Raelon in Elsewhere. He smiled. He was ready to hear what the Guardians would say this time. So far, the threats have been on the surface. The sea was safe for now.

Maegin started the meeting. “There have been reports of some merfolks appearing to elves above the surface. We aren’t sure what this could mean. We have read the cautionary tale about what can happen when merfolks go to the surface. We hope that won’t happen.”

“Trouble is, we can’t tell if it’s just adolescents wanting to blow some steam or others who are just too curious. But we do know there are reports of merfolks nearly dying because they were above water for too long.”

The merfolk king raised an eyebrow. He sighed. “I know sometimes merfolks will swim up to the surface, but usually they find themselves in the middle of a big ocean and don’t see anyone else for miles around. Some do it out of curiosity. Some have died and that’s why we keep trying to warn children why it’s can be dangerous to go to the surface.”

“Some have bragged about being fine breathing air. We don’t know if they are telling the truth or just want the attention.”

The merfolk king sighed again. “Then perhaps it’s time we find out. Raelon, could you do some testing on yourself and other merfolks to find out for sure?”

Raelon answered, “I could start fairly soon. Elsewhere is a safe place to check. It’s not good if other merfolks are trying the same things too close to elf communities we don’t know about.”

“That’s what we’re concerned about. Many elves still believe merfolks are a myth and many are still very violent.”

The merfolk king nodded. “And what of the centaurs? Are they doing any better from last I heard?”

Yaemin answered, “I am happy to report that many of us are calming down and getting used to what has happened to our bodies. We have found better ways to express those not so pleasant feelings without hurting each other.”

Faedin said, “We still have guards posted at the forest entrances. Some elf maidens are scared and nearly run when they see the guards, and they are hesitant to go back to where they lived before. The guards keep pointing out the Goddess Stefani’s temple and the elf maidens head there without many words.”

Yaemin said, “Yes, and we still grant them safety when they visit us. Some we have sent to the Village of Luckshire. They tend to be happier there after they heal up.”

Faedin nodded. “We do get others who just want to travel through the forest without causing any trouble. We have let them through our lands on the conditions they are peaceful with us. Most who do come don’t come to pick a fight with us. A few try and we don’t let them in.”

The merfolk king nodded. “So, things are getting better for you. That sounds good to me. I do hope nothing untoward happens to any of us.”
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