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The Battle of Cerro Gordo on 18 April 1847: the battle happened near Cerro Gordo, a mountain pass located in modern day Veracruz, Mexico. Cerro Gordo is Spanish for 'Fat Hill.' This artistic depiction is a lithograph (a picture painted using a stone block, on which an image has been drawn with a thick substance that attracts ink) held by the Yale Collection of Western Americana.

This book is dedicated to Texas:

I am a Texan who also lives in Mexico

with my Mexican wife,

and I committed myself to showing

the love of Christ in Mexico.

+++

Most of this book was written

in the city of Monclova,

in the state of Coahuila,

in the nation of Mexico

in 2023.
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What started the war?
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Mexico became a nation in 1821: that is, Spain's colonists south of the United States of America rebelled against Spain and won. About 25 years later, America went to war with Mexico. Was Mexico ready to fight America? It must be noted that after Mexico fought Spain (called the Mexican War of Independence), it...


●  then fought the Texas Revolution (Anglos & Hispanics versus Mexico),

●  then it fought the Pastry War (Mexico versus France),

●  then it fought the Mexican-American War.


One would think America had more time to recover from its war with Great Britain: that war had given Americans a reason to doubt themselves, but they ended up having a clear victory from that war. But after the American Revolutionary War (England versus America), Americans...


●  then fought the Northwest Indian War (America versus the Western Confederacy),

●  then the Quasi-War (America versus the French),

●  then the First Barbary War (American Christians versus North African Muslims),

●  then the War of 1812 (America versus England),

●  then the Second Barbary War (American Christians versus North African Muslims),

●  then the Mexican-American War (basically Hispanic Catholics versus White Protestants).


Americans felt they needed to prove themselves again as they approached war with Mexico, a culture which was much more different than Great Britain's culture.

In 1842, Mexico forcibly replaced California Governor Juan Bautista Alvarado with Manuel Micheltorena. Micheltorena was sent up from lower Mexico, along with an army that had largely been recruited from Mexico's worst jails. The Californios resented this, partly because the soldiers in Micheltorena's army got a reputation for spending much of their time stealing the Californios' chickens, and women were not considered safe due to the massacres of Micheltorena's army. Meanwhile, America was watching all of it, and many in California and in America wanted California to be part of the USA. California would not become part of America until 1850.

And so former Governor Alvarado organized a revolt in 1845, which culminated in the Battle of Providencia in Cahuenga Pass near Los Angeles. As a result of the actions of pioneer California rancher John Marsh, Micheltorena's forces were defeated.

In 1836, the Protestant culture of Mexican Texas was able to gain control of that land, and became an independent republic due to war, which means Texas had turned into a buffer nation between America and Mexico.

In July 1845, Polk sent General Zachary Taylor to Texas, and by October, Taylor commanded 3,500 Americans on the Nueces River, because there was some disputed land and he was ready to take it by force. At the same time, President Polk wrote to the American consul in the Mexican territory of Alta California, disclaiming American ambitions in California, but offering to support independence from Mexico or voluntary accession to the United States, and warning that the United States would oppose any European attempts to take over any land between the Atlantic and the Pacific, whether that land be south of Canada or north of Central America.

To end another war scare with the United Kingdom over the Oregon Country, Polk signed the Oregon Treaty dividing the territory, angering Northern Democrats who felt he was prioritizing Southern expansion over Northern expansion.

In the winter of 1845–1846, the federally commissioned explorer John C Frémont and a group of armed men appeared in Alta California. After telling the Mexican governor and the American Consul Larkin he was merely buying supplies on the way to Oregon, he instead went to the populated area of California and visited Santa Cruz and the Salinas Valley, explaining he had been looking for a seaside home for his mother. Mexican authorities became alarmed and ordered him to leave. Frémont responded by building a fort on Gavilan Peak and raising the American flag. Larkin sent word that Frémont's actions were counterproductive. Frémont left California in March, but returned to California and took control of the California Battalion following the outbreak of the Bear Flag Revolt in Sonoma. Mexico was watching all of this and tension was building and Mexicans were starting to wonder what America was up to.

In November 1845, Polk sent John Slidell, a secret representative, to Mexico City with an offer to the Mexican government of $25 million for the Rio Grande border in Texas and Mexico's provinces of Alta California and Santa Fe de Nuevo México. US expansionists wanted California to thwart any British interests in the area and to gain a port on the Pacific Ocean. Polk authorized Slidell to forgive the $3 million owed to US citizens for damages caused by the Mexican War of Independence and pay another $30 million for the two territories.

Mexico was neither inclined nor able to negotiate. In 1846 alone, the presidency in Mexico had changed hands four times, the war ministry six times, and the finance ministry sixteen times. Despite that, Mexican public opinion and all political factions agreed that selling the territories to the United States would spoil Mexico's national honor. Mexicans who opposed direct conflict with the United States, including President José Joaquín de Herrera, were viewed as traitors. Military opponents of de Herrera, supported by populist newspapers, considered Slidell's presence in Mexico City an insult. When de Herrera considered receiving Slidell to settle the problem of Texas annexation peacefully, he was accused of treason and ousted. After a more nationalistic government under General Mariano Paredes y Arrillaga came to power, it publicly reaffirmed Mexico's claim to Texas.

But General Mariano knew that the Mexican Army was a weak and divided force. Only 7 of the 19 states that formed the Mexican federation sent soldiers, armament, and money for the war effort. Santa Anna, a prominent Mexican at that time, said, 'The leaders of the army did their best to train the rough men who volunteered, but they could do little to inspire them with patriotism for the glorious country they were honored to serve.'

The money spent on arming Mexican troops merely enabled them to fight each other and give the illusion that the country possessed an army for its defense, because Mexico at that time in its history was still unstable, and there were a few personalities in Mexico who felt their way was best for Mexico. Then there was the officer who criticized Santa Anna's training of troops, saying, 'The cavalry was drilled only in regiments. The artillery hardly ever maneuvered and never fired a blank shot. The general in command was never present on the field of maneuvers, so that he was unable to appreciate the qualities of the various bodies under his command. If any meetings of the principal commanding officers were held to discuss the operations of the campaign, it was not known, nor was it known whether any plan of campaign had been formed.'
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Palo Alto: art by Carl Nebel.
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Mexican forces
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At the beginning of the war, Mexican forces were divided between the permanent forces (permanentes) and the active militiamen (activos). The permanent forces consisted of 12 regiments of infantry (of two battalions each), three brigades of artillery, eight regiments of cavalry, one separate squadron, and a brigade of dragoons. The militia amounted to nine infantry and six cavalry regiments. In the northern territories, presidial companies (presidiales) protected the scattered settlements, because those companies were military garrisons. Since Mexico fought the war on its home territory, a traditional support system for troops were women, known as soldaderas (some called them adelitas). In Mexico, the term soldadera could be any female soldier in the world, but those who really loved Mexico called those women adelitas, because that was a term which was inspired by the women who fought in the war against Spain, and songs had been sung about those women, to honor them and rejoice over their deeds.

Most of the soldaderas who chose to fight against America did not participate in conventional fighting on battlefields, but some soldaderas did join the battle alongside the men. These women were involved in fighting during the defense of Mexico City and Monterey. Some women such as Dos Amandes and María Josefa Zozaya would be remembered as heroes. Dos was a mysterious figure, but Maria was more well known.

María Josefa Zozaya was born in 1822 in the municipality of San Carlos to Cristóbal de Zozaya and Gertrudis Vladez. Sometime before 1846, she moved with her family to Monterrey. She was present in the city upon the arrival of American soldiers under General Zachary Taylor. During the Battle of Monterrey, she brought food and water to the exhausted troops on both sides of the fighting at great personal risk. While tending to a wounded American soldier, she was struck by a bullet, killing her. She was buried by the American soldiers she had helped.

+++

The Mexican army was using surplus British muskets (such as the Brown Bess), left over from the Napoleonic Wars. While at the beginning of the war most American soldiers were still equipped with the very similar Springfield 1816 flintlock muskets, more reliable caplock models gained large inroads within the rank and file as the conflict progressed. Some US troops carried more modern weapons that gave them a significant advantage over their Mexican counterparts, such as the Springfield 1841 rifle of the Mississippi Rifles and the Colt Paterson revolver of the Texas Rangers. In the later stages of the war, the US Mounted Rifles were issued Colt Walker revolvers, of which the US Army had ordered 1000 in 1846. Throughout the war, the superiority of the US artillery often carried the day.

In his 1885 memoirs, Ulysses Grant (himself a veteran of the Mexican war) attributed Mexico's defeat to the poor quality of their army, writing: 'The Mexican army of that day was hardly an organization. The private soldier was picked from the lower class of the inhabitants when wanted; his consent was not asked; he was poorly clothed, worse fed, and seldom paid. He was turned adrift when no longer wanted. The officers of the lower grades were not much better than the lower class. With all this I have seen as brave stands made by some of these men as I have ever seen made by soldiers. Now Mexico has a standing army larger than the United States. They have a military school modeled after West Point. Their officers are educated and, no doubt, very brave. The Mexican war of 1846–1848 would be an impossibility in this generation.'

But what was Grant's personal story? What led him to end up in Mexico? And what was his experience in Mexico? Well, he was born into a Presbyterian clan in Point Pleasant, Ohio (but his parents were fast becoming Methodists). He was the first child of his parents, and they named him Hiram Ulysses Grant, and he was born on April 27, 1822. The boy's name, Ulysses, was drawn from ballots placed in a hat. To honor his father-in-law, Jesse named the boy Hiram Ulysses, though he would always refer to him by his middle name, Ulysses.

In 1823, the family moved to Georgetown, Ohio, where five more siblings were born: Simpson, Clara, Orvil, Jennie, and Mary. At the age of five, Ulysses began his formal education, starting at a subscription school and later in two private schools. In the winter of 1836–1837, Grant was a student at Maysville Seminary, and in the autumn of 1838, he attended John Rankin's academy.

In his youth, Grant developed an unusual ability to ride and manage horses. Grant disliked the tannery, so his father put his ability with horses to use by giving him work driving wagon loads of supplies and transporting people. Unlike his siblings, Grant was not forced to attend church by his Methodist parents. For the rest of his life, he prayed privately and never officially joined any denomination. To certain people, Grant appeared to be an agnostic (someone who holds the view that the existence of God is unknown), but he did inherit the Methodist qualities of piety and a quiet nature. In his early days, Grant was largely apolitical, but admitted that he had been raised in the philosophy of the Whigs.

Then the day came when Grant's father wrote to Representative Thomas L Hamer, requesting that he nominate Ulysses to the United States Military Academy at West Point, New York. And so, Hamer, a Democrat, nominated 17-year-old Grant to West Point in 1839, and Ulysses was accepted on July 1. Since Hamer did not know how to pay attention to details, he submitted an incorrect name to West Point. As a result, Grant was enlisted at West Point under the name "U S Grant". As the initials "US" also stood for "Uncle Sam", he became known amongst army colleagues as "Sam".

Initially, Grant was indifferent to military life, but within a year he reexamined his desire to leave the academy and later wrote that "on the whole I like this
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