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First and foremost, to my students—without you, I’d never have had the chance to learn so much along this journey. And, of course, to God, because without Him not a single page could have been written.

Michael  Muller brings 18  years of academic experience to the DJ and music-production world.    As the founder of the renowned iGroove School in Rio de Janeiro, he has developed a keen, empathic eye for each student’s needs. Working daily with aspiring artists taught him a fundamental truth: there are no one-size-fits all formulas.    Every journey is unique, and real progress comes from personalized guidance that pushes you toward your own dreams. This book is that invitation to transform. Inside, you’ll find the insights and encouragement to hit your targets—professional, personal, and beyond.  Straight Up!  It’s  Now  or  Never! is more than a guide; it’s a call to action. The moment is yours—your future starts now!

Introduction                A Little of Me—and a Whole Lot of Us           In the chapters ahead we’re not just going to chat; we’re going to dive deep. Think of this book as an invitation to look inward, trace the roots of our challenges, and build real-world solutions from the inside out. I’m putting both my personal and professional life on the table so we can squeeze every drop of value from this journey of transformation—together.

Back when I was spinning at parties and losing myself in music, I noticed something powerful: every person moves to a different beat, carries a unique DNA. Each of us lives in our own time zone, with our moods, fears, dreams, and quirks. I first glimpsed that truth at fifteen, organizing bigger events and connecting with thousands of people.

That’s when I learned an essential lesson: to understand the world around us, we first have to understand ourselves. So this book goes far beyond technical tricks. We’ll explore the professional side and the human side, because I firmly believe that behind every great professional stands an extraordinary human being. Without that, nothing makes sense—nothing is worth it.

Each topic here stands on its own, so you can pick any section, read as many as you like in a day, and skip around without losing the thread. Freedom is the point: move at whatever pace feels comfortable and decide how much you want to “digest” in each sitting.

So come along. Let’s build a fuller version of ourselves. The moment is now—and it all starts right here.

Everything 

Starts at Zero      “The beginning is always zero. Whatever you set out to do will start from there.”     Here’s where about  99.99  percent of people trip up: the false belief that things begin half-done. Sure, for some the road looks smoother, for others rougher—but one fact never changes: every beginning is zero. Anything you decide to do starts exactly there.

Let me give you an example. One day a longtime friend dropped by my studio. He’d just entered the music game and looked discouraged. In a flat voice he admitted he needed his singles to take off. I asked my usual first question: “What are you actually doing to change that?” His answer was the classic list of excuses I’ve heard a thousand times.

I pointed to the producer he idolized—the one with the solid catalog—and spelled it out: the only way to reach that level is to create, create, and create some more. Still, more excuses: “But that guy already has everything set up. How can I ever reach that stage?”

And that’s the crux: if you don’t start—anywhere, anyhow—nothing happens. Everything stays frozen. Accept it: for a stadium to fill up, someone has to be the first through the gate. Be that person. Success may take time, but it will never show up if you don’t take the first step.
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What Really  Matters Is Starting!  
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“Don’t ask God to help you on your journey if you won’t even get up.”    We’ve all heard—at least in passing—the origin stories of famous people or companies. And yes, deep down, every one of them probably thought their first attempt looked amateurish. They still pushed forward, because looking amateurish is part of the process.

The longest journey begins with a single step: if you never take it, you’ll never have a story to tell. Think about McDonald’s. Looking at that first little hamburger stand, who could have predicted it would become the world’s biggest fast-food chain? Even the tallest tower started at ground level—someone had to hit start before improvements were possible.

Walt and Roy Disney shot the Alice Comedies in their uncle’s garage; those shorts eventually inspired Disney’s Alice in Wonderland. In 2016, the “house of Mickey” was a global media giant. Another garage tale: in 1998 Larry Page and Sergey Brin rented a small space to build a directory of freely accessible information. That side project became Google—today the brand alone is valued at roughly $109.4 billion.

The excuses I hear most often have to do with the supposed need for a five-star setup before launching. Entrepreneurs who jump straight into a “perfect” operation, bankrolled by loans, usually watch the business—and themselves—collapse. Owner and venture alike need time to mature.

So stop with the excuses and the endless demands. Don’t ask God to move mountains if you won’t even get out of bed.

––––––––
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Success! 

“Talent is cheaper than table salt; what separates the talented individual from the successful one is a whole lot of hard work.” —  Stephen  King         Many people crave success, yet only a few actually get there. Over the years I’ve met incredibly gifted individuals who still haven’t produced real results. Composer  Irving  Berlin nailed the dilemma: “The most difficult thing about being a success is you’ve got to keep on being a success. Talent is only a starting point in business. You’ve got to keep working that talent.”

Stephen  King echoes the same truth: “Talent is cheaper than table salt; what separates the talented from the successful is a whole lot of hard work.”. That line hurts the ego of anyone standing still, convinced that talent alone should be enough. The uncomfortable reality? Hustle matters whether you think you’re gifted or not. In fact, on the road to real achievement, you often uncover abilities you never knew you had.

So leverage whatever gifts you possess—then quit making excuses. Everyone has a talent: cooking, painting, playing an instrument, giving solid advice, persuading buyers... you name it. Top-performing salespeople, for example, reach unimaginable heights by mastering the art of interaction—always within ethical lines, of course.

Bottom line: you can get wherever you want to go. If your mind can picture it, it’s possible.

Willpower  

“Live a life you will remember.” — Avicii     I’ve told this story countless times over the course of my career, because it’s one of the best—if not the best—examples of willpower I’ve ever witnessed.

Let’s dive in. First, to protect her privacy, we’ll give the student a fictitious name: “Raquel.” Around mid-2016 I had the pleasure of teaching her first DJ class. From that very first lesson I sensed we had a long road ahead. As instructors, we can “feel” who picks things up quickly and who doesn’t—and Raquel definitely fell into the doesn’t category.

As always, I warned her about the extra effort she’d have to put in, just so she wouldn’t get frustrated. I prefer hard truth to sugar-coated lies. For every bit of difficulty I saw in her technical progress, Raquel showed an equal or greater amount of desire, repeating over and over that she would make it happen. Most people, when they collide with difficulty, get discouraged or quit; Raquel’s reaction was the opposite.

The classes went on, and by the end of the course she passed—successfully. That lesson stayed with me, and I share it whenever I can. And it didn’t stop there. A few months later Raquel came back to the studio to buy more gear so she could play bigger parties. Watching that moment was priceless: her WILLPOWER was right there again, proving that everything is possible.

Remember the previous chapter on talent? At first glance, I hadn’t spotted any obvious talent in Raquel. What I did see was her determination to make that DESIRE real. Being part of her story was deeply rewarding.

Sadly, about a year later, Raquel passed away due to illness. One of the last phrases she shared before leaving us was: “Live a life you will remember.”—Avicii

Take everything we’ve covered so far, toss it into one big mixing bowl, and get your hands dirty. “The will Raquel showed was shouting the whole time: THIS IS GOING TO HAPPEN.”

Work Hard  

“If everyone else puts in forty hours a week and you put in a hundred, in four months you’ll have done a year of their work.” —  Elon  Musk      Thomas Edison nailed it long ago: “Success is 10  percent inspiration and 90 percent perspiration.” If you know his story, you know the endless trials behind each breakthrough—and the stubborn perseverance that kept him going.

Elon  Musk echoed the same truth and shocked a lot of people: “Work a lot.” Musk’s work ethic is the stuff of legend—word is he puts in fifteen-hour days and sleeps six hours a night. In his own words: “You need to work eighty to a hundred hours per week, every week. That dramatically increases your odds of success. If others are doing forty-hour weeks and you’re doing a hundred, even if everyone’s tackling the same problem, in four months you’ll accomplish what would take them a year.”

Luck won’t come sprinting
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