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INTRODUCTION
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This text deals with three major developments in the illicit drug trade of the Caribbean Basin in the period 2000 to 2012. The three major developments are: the jump to West Africa which commenced in the final years of the decade of the 1990s by Caribbean Basin drug trafficking organisations (DTOs), the arrival of the Mexican cartels in the Caribbean basin and the explosion of Caribbean gangland.

The jump to West Africa, thence to the rest of Africa, was made strategically necessary by the need to flood Europe with cocaine and to prepare to switch on Asia as the next sunrise market for a range of illicit drugs which lacked a telling market presence in Asia. The Mexican cartels proved themselves to be the major innovators in the move to switch Africa on as a trafficking point and as a manufacturing base for illicit drugs, especially for the Mexican cartels synthetic drugs. The states of West Africa are the prime landing points at the end of the trafficking run across the Atlantic that commences in the Caribbean. The text commences with the operational realities of trafficking to West Africa and the impact on the social order then to the operational realities of East Africa. The section dealing with trafficking to Europe follows pointing out the operational realities of placing illicit drugs in European drug markets and the varieties of trafficking methodologies devised to move product to Europe.

The section dealing with the arrival of the Mexican cartel details the nature of Mexican cartel trafficking operations in the Caribbean basin, their strategic imperatives in the Caribbean, the manner in which they impact social orders, especially Caribbean gangland, and most importantly it explains why they must establish a long-term presence in the Caribbean basin.

The third and final section of the text deals with Caribbean gangland by treating with it as it manifests itself in specific states of the Caribbean basin. Caribbean gangland in 2012 comprises transnational organised criminal groups which were formed in specific Caribbean states such as the Shower Posse and Stone Crusher of Jamaica and Association Neta of Puerto Rico, then there are the transnational organised criminal groups formed within the Caribbean Diaspora of the US and England and have now created operational bases in the Caribbean such as Zoe Pound and Los Trinitarios of the US and the Yardies of England. Then there is the range of groups formed in the Caribbean forming a hierarchy of potency, effectiveness and wealth. The apex of all gangland in the Caribbean is dominated by groups rooted in illicit drug trafficking, whilst the least effective at the base of the hierarchy command little or no illicit drug resources condemning them to mobbing and robbing with its attendant short life span for those involved. Groups as these noted for endemic violence exist as a result of the small arms trade of the Caribbean, being used as expendable militias by the apex groups of gangland or serving political interests of specific states. These are the groups which command the most media attention in most Caribbean states and much hand wringing by politicians, but the reality is they are the spawn of the illicit drug trade. It must be noted that Caribbean gangland is not patterned by US gangland. Indigenous Caribbean gangland does not wear ink, does not wear flags, do not represent and do not tag. The weapon of choice is the machete/ cutlass which points to the rank of the perpetrator and the graphic violence of the termination sends a message to gangland. Indigenous Caribbean gangland deliberately hides their affiliation to survive an encounter where they are outnumbered and silence is the golden rule. The apex organisations of indigenous Caribbean gangland form a series of alliances which serve their interests at that given point in time which cut across supposed hostilities. Enemies form alliances and alliances turn to war driven by the immediate operational reality and this is facilitated by the discipline of these groups. The text deals with the specific strategy of the Mexican cartels in dealing with Caribbean gangland and the impact this strategy is already having and will have on the social order and the structure and nature of Caribbean gangland.

This text is the third part of the trilogy that comprised: “Cocaine and Heroin Trafficking in the Caribbean the case of Trinidad and Tobago, Jamaica and Guyana” and “Cocaine and Heroin Trafficking in the Caribbean Vol. 2 the case of Haiti, the Dominican Republic and Venezuela”. Say hello to the Mexicans and embrace Pax Mexicana.
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CHAPTER 1: THE JUMP TO WEST AFRICA
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In a Reuters online news report dated July 27th 2005 titled “U.N.: Drug cartels using African connections” the United Nation’ Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) made public the operational presence of Caribbean Basin Drug Trafficking Organisations (DTOs) in West Africa. The UNODC indicated that Caribbean Basin DTOs were now moving product to the Cape Verde islands thence to Europe or to Ghana, Nigeria and Togo thence to Europe. In addition, South Asia produced heroin was being moved from Kenya and Ethiopia to West Africa particularly the Ivory Coast thence to Europe. Finally, the UNODC reported on the linkages that had developed between indigenous African organised criminal networks and the Caribbean Basin DTOs leading to the creation of a wave of swallowers descending upon Europe from Africa trafficking illicit drugs into Europe via the person and personal effects. In October 2007 the UNODC published publicly a situation report titled “Cocaine Trafficking in West Africa” followed by the public publication in December 2007 titled “Cocaine Trafficking in West Africa the threat to stability and development (with special reference to Guinea-Bissau)”. In the final quarter of 2007, the UNODC had publicly triggered the alarm bells on the trafficking of illicit drugs in West Africa, primarily from the Caribbean Basin, indicating that West Africa was now part of the globalised structure of illicit drug trafficking emanating from the Caribbean Basin.

On the 8th May 2007, Karen P. Tandy of the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) of the USA, speaking at the 25th International Drug Enforcement Conference stated:


“- 3 IDEC’s ago in Lima, Peru-we talked about a new threat of trafficking using Africa as a transhipment, refuelling, and storage point for South American cocaine going to Europe. What was an emerging threat only three years ago is our new alarming reality in this room today.”

(DEA News release May 8th, 2007)


For the DEA the emerging threat was seen in 2004. The fact of the matter is that Caribbean Basin DTOs made the jump to West Africa in the second half of the 1990s. The domination of the smuggling routes to the US by the Mexican Cartels, the collapse of the Medellin, Cali and Norte Valle cartels, the rise of new entrepreneurs of the cocaine market in Colombia, especially those linked to the Colombian paramilitaries hastened the move to switch on Venezuela in the 1990s as the new command and control centre for the export of product to Europe and Africa. The switching on of Venezuela was a signal strategic element necessary to the jump to Africa and thence Europe. One consequence of Venezuela’s activation was the creation of the island of Hispaniola as the offshore platform for the move to Europe and towards the creation of an alternate route to the US via the Dominican Republic and Puerto Rico.

It is in this strategic context that the move to oust President Hugo Chavez Frias of Venezuela in 2002 and the removal of President Jean Bertrand Aristide of Haiti in 2004 must be understood. The absolute dominance of the smuggling routes to the US by the Mexican cartels in the 1990s meant that Caribbean Basin DTOs outside of the Mexican cartels were now faced with the need to increase the volume of product smuggled to Europe and to pioneer the Asian market in order to constantly grow their profit volume to ensure their viability and sustainability as wealth generating enterprises. Faced with economic stagnation the strategic importance of the jump to West Africa demanded the investment to remove President Hugo Chavez Frias and the actual removal President Jean Bertrand Aristide given the view that they are/ were stumbling blocks to the agenda of the Caribbean DTOs. The price paid for the failure to end the threat posed by President Hugo Chavez Frias is seen in the number of leaders of the DTOs captured and extradited from Venezuela to the USA, Colombia or states of the European Union. The leaders of the DTOs that created the jump to West Africa based in Venezuela were either all extradited, dead or on the run. As a result, an entire new generation of leadership of the DTOs has emerged in Venezuela, many operating under deep cover with strict operational codes of secrecy.

It must be understood that the creation of the infrastructure in West Africa to facilitate the jump of the Caribbean Basin DTOs involved the following:

	Agreements with African organised criminal networks, such as the Nigerian trafficking organisations and the Moroccan trafficking organisations.

	Alliances with Lebanese organised criminal groups which were operational at the time in West Africa.

	Alliances with state officials that afforded impunity for operations.

	Alliances with Italian organised criminal groups, especially the Ndrangheta and the Camorra.


A transnational criminal enterprise was then conceptualised and erected on the ground in order to ensure the viability and sustainability of the jump to West Africa. This trans- national criminal enterprise did not exclude the Mexican cartels for they were in West Africa before the Caribbean Basin DTOs and are simply too powerful militarily and economically for Caribbean Basin DTOs to exclude from this criminal enterprise. Those who attempted to exclude them paid the requisite price or as some would say they simply lost their heads literally. The Mexican cartels are driven by a strategic imperative to globalise their operations by any means necessary.

The physical logistics of moving product to West Africa was the major problem to be solved with the jump to West Africa. Arms of Italian, Nigerian and Lebanese organised crime had long established operational bases throughout the Caribbean Basin headquartered in Venezuela. The same is true for the Mexican cartels. The primary question was then the means to be used to move the product across the Atlantic to West Africa, security for the product stored in West Africa and the means to move this product to Europe, and eventually to Asia.

The transportation issue was defined by the technology available, i.e. – either via air or sea. Aircraft with the fuel storage capacity to deliver an economic load, usually one metric tonne of product and above, were the obvious choice. This meant that the sky was the limit given the level of impunity enjoyed at designated landing sites in West Africa. Sea transportation, though slower, enabled the movement of multiple metric tonnes across the Atlantic, but sea transport of multiple metric tonnes made acute the issue of impunity, storage and the means to transport multiple tonnes to the consuming states of Europe and Asia.

It is therefore apparent that the politics of the states of West Africa and the level of development of transportation links to Europe influence the choice of states in which to create operational trafficking bases; but drug traffickers choose states for entirely different reasons as there is no operational homogeneity amongst Caribbean Basin DTOs. In many cases choices are made based on the assets of the DTOs and the finances available to invest in creating operational bases which has resulted in states with weak/ underdeveloped infrastructure being chosen simply because of the level of impunity enjoyed by traffickers in these states. A Caribbean Basin DTO is in business to be paid to successfully traffic a client’s or clients’ product to a stated destination. With successful entry into the space of the end using market the client has to take charge of his/ her product. A Caribbean Basin DTO will from time-to-time purchase and ship their own product and dispose of it for themselves. In the Caribbean Basin today there are few producers of product who also traffic their product and those that do are the apex players of the Caribbean basin DTOs. Production of cocaine is dominated by powerful interests who hold on to the manufacturing base to ensure their sustainability in the business as there is no manufacturing without a supply of coca paste and coca paste is useless without production of cocaine hydrochloride. This is the reality of Bandas Criminales, Los Rastrojos and Aguilas Negras of Colombia.

––––––––
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Transport

By November 2009 it became apparent publicly that Caribbean Basin DTOs had implemented a decision to acquire and move product across the Atlantic to West Africa via jet aircraft as reported via online news reports on Telegraph.co.uk dated 16th November 2009 titled “Boeing transporting cocaine from South America to Africa crashes” and on Yahoo news.com dated 16th November 2009 titled “Venezuelan drugs Boeing crashed in Mali: UN”. A Boeing 727 aircraft loaded with product landed on a dirt landing strip in Northeast Mali, offloaded and crashed upon take-off. The multi-tonne cargo was not interdicted, and the flight was reported to have originated from Venezuela.

A Reuters online news report carried on Yahoo news dated 13th January 2010 reported that on January 10th 2010 a Gulfstream jet was photographed at the Guinea Bissau International Airport. This jet was grounded by US authorities in July 2008 on allegations of its use to transport product by DTOs. In August 2008 the US Department of Homeland Security noted the existence of a fleet of jets dedicated to moving product to West Africa. The US would move to break up some of the DTOs utilising jet aircraft to move product to West Africa. The Valencia-Arbelaez organisation was reportedly involved in moving product to West Africa via six aircraft in operation. The sting operation on this organisation involved the purchase of a jet aircraft to move product between Venezuela and Guinea. A news release dated 20th July 2010 from the United States Attorney Southern District of New York reported that Jesus Eduardo Valencia-Arbelaez, head of the Valencia-Arbelaez DTO, was sentenced to 210 months imprisonment. The Valencia-Arbalaez DTO moved product from Latin America to Sierra Leone, Guinea, Mauritania and Mali, thence to Europe. In November 2008 at a meeting in Spain with a DEA confidential source Valencia-Arbalaez indicated that his organisation was presently operating from a military airfield in Guinea supported by a functional operational presence in Guinea. In June 2009 Valencia-Arbalaez was arrested in Romania whilst seeking to establish the Eastern European operations of his DTO. Valencia-Arbalaez pled guilty in keeping with the rule within the Game, but the salient reality is that he was arrested by the US as a result of the deal with the DEA confidential source to ship 100 kilos of cocaine to the US. In the absence of a conspiracy or actual shipment of illicit drugs to US territory there is no US intervention. The DTOs moving product to West Africa have learned the lesson of Valencia-Arbalaez. A DTO based in Colombia and Liberia was shattered when one of its planes loaded with two tons of cocaine preparing to leave Venezuela was interdicted. One of the defendants claimed that five aircraft were already deployed. Drug flights have now multiple departure points from Latin America, Venezuela is no longer the major departure point with Brazil and Panama being major players today. An abcnews.com online news report dated 15th November 2012 titled “US: Gangs Buy Jets for Trans-Atlantic Coke Flights” reported that recent US court cases indicate the nature and extent of air trafficking of illicit drugs to West Africa. These court cases in 2010 were as follows: the Valencia Arbalaez organisation, a trafficking ring based in Colombia and Liberia dismantled in May 2010 when an aircraft loaded with two tons of cocaine was interdicted in Venezuela and three men of Sierra Leone arrested during their search for airstrips and an operational structure to move 4 tons of cocaine by air from South America to West Africa. The question remains how long were trans-Atlantic flights moving product to West Africa before this reality was placed in the public domain? I dare say at the height of the civil wars of West Africa purported humanitarian aid flights were in fact drug flights.

The strategic decision to invest in jet aircraft not only indicates the value of the European drug trade, but also the necessity to evade interdiction efforts mounted by the EU and in turn the drive to exploit the glaring weaknesses of West African states. The state capacity in West Africa simply does not exist to track and intercept increasing drug flights, in fact in this strategic picture the risk of interdiction of product going into West Africa creates no discernible need for drastic and dramatic measures of risk aversion in 2012. It is a wide-open space long overlooked as it’s marginal to the hegemonic interests of the North Atlantic.

In 2012 the smuggling of product via containerised cargo from various Latin American ports to various ports in a number of West African states is now apparent as shipments of cocaine hidden, especially in machinery, have been interdicted shipped from Argentina and Brazil. This method adds to the smuggling methodologies unleashed, another one being the swarm of swallowers moving from Latin America to Africa and Europe, especially from Brazil. Brazil is today the primary jump off point for swallowers and mules moving cocaine to West Africa.

The primary reality is the methodologies utilised to move product from West Africa to Europe. Europol in a press release of 25th January 2011 titled “Cash, diamonds, drugs, firearms & people smuggled in small airplanes” reported on the trafficking reality. The Europol report indicates that product is moved to North Africa from West Africa to facilitate movement into the EU, whilst others choose to fly product directly to the EU from West Africa utilising a range of small aircraft registered in the EU, the US and in African states.  Organised crime groups move product from North Africa utilising small aircraft which fly under the radar to landing strips in South West Europe or by air drops in remote areas of South West Europe. A report in Worldpress.org dated the 6th August 2012 titled “The Balkan Gate of Transnational Cocaine Trade” reports that small and mid-sized vessels are purchased by offshore shell companies for the purpose of making a single trafficking run from West Africa to Europe laden with cocaine. The major destination ports for these vessels are: Bar in Montenegro, Durres and Vlore in Albania and Thessaloniki and Piraeus in Greece. These cocaine trafficking vessels set out from ports in Senegal, Nigeria, Guinea and Sierra Leone in West Africa. This smuggling route is under the hegemony of European organised crime with the Ndrangheta of Italy taking the lead role in a working alliance with Albanian organised crime, Greek organised crime, organised crime groups of the former state of Yugoslavia and the Russian Mafia. The sophistication of smuggling methodologies utilised indicates that the West African DTOs have set up shop for the long haul. The basis of this sophistication is its diversity as risk is spread over a growing variety of smuggling methodologies towards the maximisation of profit and the minimising of interdiction risk.

The quest to move product into Europe from West Africa has impacted the social order of not only West Africa, but also North Africa and the Sahel region of Africa. This impact is directly linked to the level of investment made by the Caribbean Basin DTOs in creating and maintaining this drug pipeline to Europe. One indicator of the level of investment is the rank of the very small number of the leadership of the DTOs arrested so far in West Africa. Solano Cortez Jorge of Colombia was arrested in Togo in possession of 500 kilos of cocaine and extradited to the US in 2009. The Jorge DTO was staffed by persons from Costa Rica, South Africa, Ghana and Togo in addition to the Colombians. The diverse nationalities of the staff indicated the globalised nature of illicit trafficking in West Africa, as it is in the Caribbean. Under US law persons under the jurisdiction of any West African state, providing that an extradition treaty exists with the US and any of those states, can only be extradited to the US for illicit drug trafficking given the existence of proof that their illicit drug trafficking in any West African state involved the trafficking of illicit drugs to the US. The US has then to prove that product from the said West African state was being trafficked to the US. In April 2011, Chigbo Peter Umeh of Nigeria and Konstantin Yarashenko, both extradited from Liberia, were found guilty of intending to traffic cocaine to the US from West Africa. On April 22nd 2009, Geraldo Quintana-Perez and Harvey Steven Perez were extradited from Sierra Leone to New York, USA. Quintana-Perez and Harvey Perez are charged with conspiracy to distribute some 600 kilograms of cocaine in the US that they possessed in Freetown, Sierra Leone on July 13th 2008.

What operational reality of the West African to Europe illicit drug pipeline has sucked the US in as it has launched operation bases in an attempt to disrupt this pipeline? This reality is the overland smuggling route to North Africa, especially Morocco, Algeria and Libya via the Sahel and the Sahara utilising a variety of trafficking organisations, including those affiliated to Al Qaeda such as Al Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM).

A Thisdayonline.com news report dated 16th February 2008 reported that by February 2008 the Commander of the National Drug Law Enforcement Agency (NDLEA) of Nigeria for Borno State which is in Northern Nigeria and part of the Sahel region of Africa reported that drug couriers were now moving illicit drugs from Nigeria through the Sahara to North Africa and Europe. This movement of illicit drugs had resulted in the presence of cocaine and heroin in the drug markets of Borno State in 2008. A Reuters online news report carried on Yahoo news dated 17th October 2010 reported that in October 2010 it was reported in Mali that Tuareg militia supported by Malian government forces were engaged in a firefight with traffickers moving cocaine from Morocco to Egypt via the Sahara Desert. A Globalpost.com online news report dated 2nd November 2010 reported that cocaine is moved to Mali where it is then moved across the Sahara to Morocco, thence to Europe. AQIM is responsible for moving the product from Mali to Morocco. In March 2012 the Malian military removed and replaced the elected government in Bamako the capital of Mali. By April 2012 an amalgamation of insurgent organisations seized territory the size of Spain or France declaring the creation of two separate states: a Tuareg state and an Islamic state under the control of the Salafi Jihadi. Contingents of AQIM and Boko Haram of Nigeria are reported to be present in the territory of the Salafi Jihadi state. The role of the illicit drug trade through the Sahel/ Sahara Desert to North Africa thence to Europe is therefore pivotal to financing the Malian insurgency and the creation of the first geographic space devoted to drug trafficking and Islamic extremism outside of Afghanistan. The insurgency in Mali has then replicated the Afghanistan model in Africa. In November 2010, a Globalpost.com online news report dated 2nd November 2010 reported from Morocco that 34 persons involved in trafficking some 1,300 pounds of cocaine from Algeria and Mauritania through Morocco were interdicted. The Moroccan Interior Minister announced that the 34 persons arrested had ties to AQIM. An AFP online report dated 12th May 2011 carried on Zawya reported that in May 2011 the Algerian Interior Minister reported that drug trafficking had in fact breathed new life into AQIM. AQIM was now a multi-product illicit trafficking organisation for they moved illicit drugs, weapons, people and vehicles across the Sahel Region and the Sahara. This is simply a replication of the Caribbean Basin illicit business model. An AFP online news report dated 12th May 2011 carried online by Zawya reported that the Algerian Interior Minister indicated that AQIM now exercises hegemony over its theatre of operations imposing order over the flow of traffic throughout this region; non-AQIM affiliates must then pay tribute to traverse this region. The fact that AQIM is a Salafi Jihadi entity bent on overthrowing the apostate regimes of North Africa and the Southern Sahel presents a potent threat to the security of the region. The primary lesson is the willingness of DTOs to embrace terrorist organisations towards profit realisation and maximisation. The profit realised by AQIM is daily transforming it into a credible threat. Then there is the counter-flow of the pipeline with Afghan heroin moving from West Africa to the North Atlantic. With this flow there is also the risk of Salafi Jihadi operatives entering the Caribbean, Latin America and North America, a distinct reality which must be dealt with.

An AFP online news report carried on Yahoo news dated 20th November 2010 reported that in November 2010 139 kilos of heroin were interdicted in a 40-foot container bound for Europe from the port of Lagos, Nigeria. It was reported that the heroin entered Nigeria from Iran bound for Europe; meaning Afghan heroin bound for Europe, trafficked via Iran and Nigeria, proves that Afghan heroin bound for the North American market is now consolidated in West Africa for shipment across the Atlantic via transportation routes utilised to bring cocaine to West Africa. There is then a counter flow of product much more valuable per kilo than cocaine, accompanying the heroin counter flow across the Atlantic is the Salafi Jihadi.

In the period 2007 to 2012, it became the public discourse of the UNODC that: (a) the illicit drug trade to Europe via West Africa was becoming increasingly sophisticated. In fact, it had showed the ability to rapidly evolve to the point where in 2012 it is expected submarines were now being utilised to transport product to West Africa and Europe. (b) Cocaine seizures in the period 2008-2009 had declined, but the value of the business of trafficking to Europe via West Africa has steadily increased. As reported in the bbc.co.uk online news report dated 21st June 2011 titled “West Africa drugs trafficking ‘increasingly sophisticated’”. The DTOs had therefore successfully limited the damage done by interdiction efforts by implementing effective counter-interdiction strategies. The trade is still in 2012 dominated by Caribbean Basin DTOs which are predominantly led by Latin Americans, including Mexicans.

What is clearly apparent from the 2012 public discourse of the UNODC is the recognition of the failure to slow the evolution of the West African pipeline, in fact the DTOs are ahead of the game. The abiding question remains as to the existence of the political will and capacity to slow the evolution of this illicit pipeline. What is much more important is the ignorance expressed as to the order of battle of the DTOs that manage this pipeline. There is no mention in this public discourse of the structure of the European drug markets and how this impacts the power structures of the West African pipeline. There is this fallacious inference that power lies with Latin American operatives because of the number involved in the management of the pipeline. Without entry into Europe there are no supply pipelines to Europe and the West African route is one of many into Europe. DTOs are trafficking product into Europe for clients who are paying for the service. The gatekeepers to Europe are Italian organised crime organisations, specifically: the Ndrangheta and the Camorra. The Ndrangheta and the Camorra manage the drug markets by setting the rules of engagement governing entry to the drug markets of Europe. Those who seek to ship product to European drug markets without meeting the terms and conditions of Italian organised crime have their shipments interdicted by state agencies or dealt with according to the rules of the game. Latin American dominated DTOs moving product to Europe all have long working relationships with Italian organised crime, for they learned from the futile attempts of Pablo Escobar and the Medellin cartel to move product to Spain flouting the rules set by Italian organised crime in the 1970s. The bodies of Colombians littered Costa del Sol, Spain until Escobar learned to play the European game by the rules.

In 2012 what is apparent is that a secondary market has emerged in the West African pipeline. This is not a unique development as in the Caribbean Basin the drug trafficking market has now developed three tiers of activity. The creation of the West African pipeline enabled West African enterprise to enter into the illicit drug trade by creating West African demand at the retail level, demand at the wholesale level and demand at the small-scale trafficking level, especially by the entrepreneurs utilising swallowers to move product into various international markets. The availability of product for sale in the producing countries of Colombia, Peru and Bolivia is the supply that West Africans with access to the pipeline tapped into. Product landed in West Africa feeds the retail market, the wholesale market for small and medium sized illicit enterprises and the creation of swallower networks for movement to international markets are the prime movers of product purchased and moved to West Africa by West African entrepreneurs.

The Nigerian networks, long established in international smuggling via swallowers, have established their presence in the retail markets of the EU and as a result they are now the gatekeepers to Europe for West Africans seeking entry into the European market. There is a constant move to bypass Nigerian hegemony as non-Nigerian networks seek out working relationships with Italian organised crime and organised crime groups that control the drug markets of the Balkans. In this reality the Mexican cartels will and can be the spoilers. Already endowed with their production platform in Peru and close ties with the Ndrangheta and Camorra organisations, the Mexican cartels in their ever-pressing quest for Pax Mexicana can and will embrace the non-Nigerian entrepreneurs, open doors of opportunity for them and in return recruit militias to protect the hegemony of Pax Mexicana from amongst them. This reality is illuminated by the street wars that have broken out in Italy between Ndrangheta and Camorra foot-soldiers and Nigerian illicit drug retailers.

The third tier of the illicit drug market in West Africa will emerge out of the common practice in the Caribbean Basin and producing states by the DTOs to pay for services in product rather than cash. This is a deliberate attempt to create product as currency and to deepen the penetration of the drug market of the host nation. The third tier of the Caribbean Basin drug market is dominated by persons seeking to monetise small quantities of cocaine and heroin, but lacking the connections necessary and the recognition that they are ever seeking buyers and are effectively preyed upon by predators that seek out prey on the third tier. A third tier is then characterised by endemic violence. On this tier the dynamics of supply and demand and its impact on prices simply do not apply. Suppliers enter this market mainly because they can do no better as many have their product taken from their cold dead hands. On 11th July 2012 the Executive Director of the UNODC addressed the Security Council Briefing on West Africa of the United Nations. The Executive Director reported that there were some 2.3 million cocaine drug users in West and Central Africa in 2012 with the majority reported in West Africa. The third tier of the West African drug market had now developed in 2012 to the point of unleashing a cocaine use epidemic upon West and Central Africa. This epidemic inevitably impacts the epidemiology of HIV/ AIDS and the level of violent crime in social orders already noted for chronic inequality, underdevelopment and instability.

The West African third tier will evolve differently from the Caribbean Basin given the history of civil war and the mass of small arms available in specific West African states. The West African third tier will see the move by the militias to regulate this market and the subsequent militia wars which can erupt from this market. The lesson to be learnt is the involvement of militias in the exploitation of Africa’s mineral wealth and the wars that erupt for hegemony over this wealth. Any attempt by militias to control the second tier of the illicit drug market and to impact the operations of the DTOs brings into the play the military response. Hence the move by the DTOs and their West African trafficking allies to integrate the military into the trafficking networks of the West African pipeline as indicated by the reality of Guinean Bissau. This is simply the application of the Dominican Republic model to West Africa.

On 7th December 2009, the then Executive Director of the UNODC addressed the Security Council of the United Nations at UN Headquarters, New York in an address titled “Africa under Attack drug trafficking has acquired a whole new dimension” which dealt with the evolution of drug trafficking on the African continent stating that the African continent was now under threat of drug trafficking, illicit drug production and illicit drug consumption. West Africa is now becoming a producer of synthetic illicit drugs (amphetamine) seen in the drug laboratories uncovered in Guinea and a producer of crystal cocaine/ crack. The illicit drug trade in Africa was now evolving at a rapid rate posing a clear and present danger to African states.

The unspoken reality by the UNODC Executive Director is easy, unfettered access to precursor chemicals in Africa demands the creation of an African production platform, hence the production of amphetamines, especially methamphetamine. The same holds for the production of cocaine hydrochloride, but the source of necessary cocaine paste raises the issue of African produced coca paste versus coca paste moved across the Atlantic to Africa. An African cocaine hydrochloride production platform based on African grown coca bush and African production of coca paste thereof has been the goal of specific Mexican cartels since the decade of the 1990s. Their success in realizing this goal is yet to be confirmed. The UNODC Executive Director further states that some 30-35 tons of Afghan heroin per year is trafficked through East Africa flowing into a stream of illicit activities involving trafficking and smuggling of illicit drugs, guns, migrants, hazardous waste and natural resources creating an open market and free economy for these activities in addition to piracy and the operational base Somalia affords illicit activities.

The movement of Afghan heroin into East Africa in fact means that the Islamic extremists which dominate heroin production and trafficking in Afghanistan now have an operational presence in Africa to utilise the resources of the illicit drug trade to further their extremist agenda. The UNODC Executive Director states that two illicit drug trafficking streams have now merged in the Sahara. Heroin trafficked into East Africa and cocaine trafficked into West Africa have merged into a single stream in the Sahara moved via routes through Chad, Mali and Niger. The reality which was not articulated by the UNODC Executive Director is that the cocaine and heroin that are being moved to Europe via the Sahara have now merged into a single stream because they are being moved by the same trafficking organisations all under the hegemony of AQIM. The merging of two illicit drug trafficking streams was done to facilitate trafficking to Europe by a Salafi Jihadi organisation in the Sahara. The agenda of making war on the West has now merged with trafficking illicit drugs to the West to fund the war on the West. Finally, the UNODC Executive Director states that in the Sahara cocaine from the West is being traded for heroin from the East on a one for one basis forming the basis for a new currency which indicates the evolution of drug trafficking in the Sahara into a new form never seen before. In this environment in the Sahara according to the UNODC Executive Director drugs, crime and terrorism are now linked. The Executive Director of the UNODC in his presentation fails to explain the realities alluded to, especially the realities of a drug economy where cocaine is traded for heroin on a one-to-one basis.

In the Sahel and Sahara regions, secondary and third tiers have now emerged on the drug market of these regions. The DTOs of the Sahel and Sahara are now purchasing product for themselves and moving this product to Europe, increasing dramatically their returns from the drug trade. Cocaine and heroin are now the currency of the drug market which means that goods and services sold to the DTOs are paid for in product creating a third tier at the ground level. The volume of product available on this drug market has created a 1:1 exchange basis between cocaine and heroin, with heroin in abundance compared to cocaine. It is also expected that the supply of small arms, vehicles and other commodities to those regions is paid for in drugs. This economy then fuels and funds the Salafi Jihadi grab of Northern Mali and the Boko Haram jihad of Nigeria.

The salient lesson of the Executive Director of the UNODC’s presentation is the secrecy that pervades the operations of the DTOs of Africa and the game of catch up which is being played between the DTOs of Africa and agencies seeking to interdict their operations. This drastic lack of information on the operational structures of the DTOs of Africa is not only a result of the secrecy that pervades the operations of these DTOs and the lack of human intelligence assets on the ground, but also the glaring collusion of the ruling elites/ the oligarchs of specific African states with the DTOs.

A laht.com online news report dated 9th September 2012 titled “Spanish Drug Enforcement Chief: Africa a Preferred Route for South American Cocaine” reported that the chief of the Spanish Drug and Organized Crime Unit (UDYCO) Eloy Quiros stated that Africa was now a major staging post in the movement of illicit drugs from South America to Europe. According to Quiros this is indicated by the seizure in August 2012 of 5 tonnes of cocaine. On August 15th a cargo ship loaded with 3,000 kilos/ 3 tonnes of cocaine that set sail from the Gulf of Guinea was interdicted on its way to Galicia, Spain. Quiros said that the attempt to smuggle 3 tonnes of cocaine on one ship was a change in methodology for the DTOs of West Africa  as the preferred method out of West Africa to Europe is approximately 100 kilos to 200 kilos of cocaine mixed in with containerised cargo, indicating the hegemony the DTOs now exercise over specific states of West Africa. Quiros states that fishing boats capable of crossing the Atlantic from South America to West Africa and from West Africa to Europe is the major trafficking instrument in use today and the Colombian cartels control the illicit trade in West Africa. Are there Colombian cartels today independent of the Mexican cartels? A question Quiros must answer. Quiros is also reported as saying that the Mediterranean route across the Straits of Gibraltar is now evaded because of tight surveillance, but what of the rest of the Mediterranean basin such as movement to Italy, Greece, southern France and other areas washed by the Adriatic and Aegean seas? The flood of product to these and other areas indicates a strategic shift to facilitate the wave of cocaine entering Europe presently.    




GUINEA-BISSAU



To understand the choice of Guinea-Bissau as a major transit point for illicit drug trafficking to Europe by the Caribbean Basin DTOs one must be cognisant of the parallels between Guinea-Bissau/ Senegal/ Guinea and Haiti/ Dominican Republic. There are striking parallels between Guinea-Bissau and Haiti. Both are chronically underdeveloped states with predatory oligarchs open to persuasion by DTOs to be vassals of these DTOs. Both are geographically positioned to be efficient transition points in the trafficking to consumer markets of the North. Both are bordered by more developed states and economies which have enabled the construction of command-and-control centres ruling over a diversity of trafficking methodologies managed by a multiplicity of trafficking organisations. The nexus that joins Haiti, the Dominican Republic and Puerto Rico has been replicated in the nexus that joins Guinea-Bissau, Senegal, Guinea and the Gambia. Two matrices of nation-states held together  by transnational organised criminal trafficking enterprises, one in the Caribbean Basin and one in West Africa. The operational presence of both illicit matrices is salient proof that Caribbean Basin DTOs are replicating the Caribbean Basin model in West Africa. For the Caribbean Basin DTOs it was then a jump to West Africa premised upon replicating the best practices of trafficking in the Caribbean Basin in West Africa.

The drive to create an illicit drug production platform in West Africa comes from entities largely external of the majority of Caribbean Basin DTOs. This drive answers to a strategic imperative which is absent from the operations of a majority of Caribbean Basin DTOs. The potential systematic risks involved in creating a variety of production platforms of illicit drugs in West Africa places this strategic imperative outside the resource base of most Caribbean Basin DTOs as they do not possess the resources to nullify the potential systemic risks. This strategic imperative has to come from rich and powerful integrated players as the Mexican cartels, African cartels in alliance with other players as Italian and Russian organised crime or Lebanese organised crime. The operational presence of Lebanese organised crime in Guinea-Bissau must then be noted.

An online news report in thestar.com of 19th January 2008 titled “Bissau fears al Qaeda retaliation after arrests” reported that in January 2008 Guinea-Bissau extradited to Mauritania five suspects arrested in Guinea-Bissau by members of French security agencies for the murder of four French tourists in December 2007 in Mauritania. Two of the suspects insisted that they were members of AQIM and called for AQIM attacks on Guinea-Bissau. To flee Mauritania seeking refuge in Guinea-Bissau points to the existence of a network in Guinea-Bissau offering refuge to Islamic extremists. Some have alleged that this network is under the control of Lebanese organised crime in Guinea-Bissau. This raises the question of the involvement of organised crime in Guinea-Bissau being involved in trafficking illicit drugs to Europe via North Africa, the Sahel and Sahara regions.

An Associated Press online news report dated 5th March 2009 titled “Guinea-Bissau collapse deepens after leader killed” as carried on Yahoo News reported that a bomb placed at the military headquarters of the army of Guinea-Bissau remotely detonated and killed Army Chief of Staff General Batista Tagme Na Waiem in early March 2009. In retaliation members of the army invaded the private residence of the President of Guinea-Bissau Joao Bernardo Vieira shot him dead and hacked his body into pieces with machetes.

In the western media two main explanations were forthcoming:

	There was long standing animosity between Waiem and Vieira because of an ethnic divide that separated both of them.

	That Waiem was an incorruptible officer who meddled with the illicit drug trade and for that he paid the ultimate price as per the AFP online news report dated 5th March 2009 titled “Murdered G Bissau general found 200 kilos of cocaine: officer” and carried on Yahoo News.

	That Waiem and Vieira were locked in a battle for hegemony over the drug trade of Guinea-Bissau and this inevitably led to violence.


The reasons for the violence may never be fully revealed, but it is a reality that members of the high military command and the political elite are vassals of the DTOs, whilst specific members of the political elite have constantly appealed to the US and the EU for their intervention to tackle the illicit drug trade in Guinea-Bissau. There is in fact no hegemony over the drug trade to murder each other for. What can then force a power relation to murder is an attempt to limit the receipts of one faction from the trade by another or one faction breaking the rules of the game, subsequently being eliminated by the overlords and the reprisal murder flows from this. There were no ethnic clashes following the two murders, the political order was maintained and drug trafficking continued unabated. As it was in Haiti with the removal of Jean Bertrand Aristide, the overlords of the drug trade purged and restated their hegemony of the social order of Guinea-Bissau, a message that reverberated through the social order as it did in Haiti.

In a press release dated April 8th 2010 titled “Treasury Designates Two Narcotics Traffickers in Guinea-Bissau” the US Department of the Treasury designated two individuals of Guinea-Bissau as drug kingpins. Jose Americo Bubo Na Tchuto, former Navy Chief of Staff, and Ibrahim Papa Camara, current Air Force Chief of Staff, are the two named individuals. In keeping with the Dominican Republic model the armed forces of Guinea-Bissau are major players in the drug game. BBC News in an online news report dated 8th April 2010 titled “Guinea-Bissau shrugs off latest coup attempt” reported that on 1st April 2010 members of the army detained the then Prime Minister Carlos Gomes Junior and Army Chief of Staff General Jose Zamora Induta. Vice Chief of Staff General Antonio Indjai assumed leadership of the army and released the Prime Minister, but kept General Induta in detention. The other public face in the grab for power within the army was Jose Americo Bubo Na Tchito. What is abundantly clear is the inability of the civilian government to exercise hegemony over the armed forces of Guinea-Bissau.

An online BBC News report dated 8th October 2010 and titled “US concern over G Bissau’s drugs kingpin appointment” reported that in October 2010 the government of Guinea-Bissau announced the appointment of Jose Americo Bubo Na Tchito as the Naval Chief of Staff, while Camara remains the Air Force Chief of Staff. An AFP news report dated 14th April 2012 titled “Guinea-Bissau parties mull post-coup government” reported that a military coup on 13th April 2012 had put a stop to presidential elections then underway. The interim president Raimundo Pereira, the Prime Minister Carlos Gomes Junior and the army chief-of-staff General Antonio Indjai were deposed from office and detained by the military. At the time of writing (August 2012) the leaders of the military coup have refused to surrender state power in Guinea-Bissau, whilst the Security Council reported in July 2012 that there are reports of an escalation of the illicit drug trade in Guinea-Bissau since the April 2012 coup. The illicit drug trafficking social order was now public and in your face as order was created by purging military and state officials burdened with indiscipline and/ or intransigence to the hegemony of the new social order rooted in illicit drug trafficking. The need to purge and re-establish discipline was in fact heightened by developments within the state of Guinea that culminated in a military coup d’état in December 2008. Instability in both Guinea-Bissau and Guinea threatened the viability of the trafficking nexus, thus necessitating a dramatic and deep-seated response.
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GUINEA

Lasana Conte, the dictator who ruled Guinea for some 24 years, died in December 2008. Within hours of Conte’s death, a military coup d’état led by Captain Moussa ‘Dadis’ Camara successfully captured state power. An Associated Press online news report dated 24th February 2009 titled “Guinea arrests ex-dictator’s son” reported that in late February 2009 Dadis Camara announced a series of arrests, first of police officers involved in the illicit drug trade. This was followed by the public announcement that Major Ousmane Conte, eldest son of Lasane Conte, was arrested for illicit drug trafficking. Dadis Camara demanded that all those arrested confess their crimes on national television, and in the same week of his arrest in February 2009 Ousmane Conte made his confession from a hospital bed on national television as reported online by an AFP news report dated 26th February 2009 titled “Son of Guinea’s late president confesses to drugs trafficking” and in an online BBC News report dated 26th February 2009 titled “Conte’s son in TV drug confession”. Ousmane admitted to being a drug trafficker, but insisted he was not the ringleader. The ringleader remained un- named. Saturnin Bangoura, the brother of Ousmane Conte’s mother, former first lady Henriette Conte, admitted to being a drug trafficker working alongside his Colombian friends. Bangoura revealed that the cocaine offloaded from a small plane flown in from Guinea-Bissau in August 2008 was stored in his house in the suburbs of Conakry.

An Associated Press online news report dated 14th March 2009 titled “In TV confessions, curtain lifted on a narcostate” reported on the nature of the confessions made on TV in Guinea. Revelations on the Dadis show on national television indicated that it was Conte’s presidential guard which secured the drug cargoes offloaded from drug flights into Guinea. That drug deals were made in the private residence of the former first lady and in Conte’s VIP salon at the international airport. The Head of Intelligence under Conte’s rule personally escorted a convoy of trucks loaded with illicit drugs to Conakry. The former head of the police force was called upon on national television to account for the funds utilised to erect a university he was building. The former head of the anti-drug unit was interrogated on national television on his role in the illicit drug trade. What has emerged is not only the depth of corruption of the state and the impunity afforded the DTOs by the state in Guinea, but a free for all, a feeding frenzy which had ensued where DTOs drugs were being seized and sold by state officials in their quest to get rich overnight. A wild west scenario reminiscent of Haiti under Aristide had developed in Guinea under Conte’s rule, and the DTOs moved to eliminate this feeding frenzy by restoring order under Dadis Camara. Dadis Camara was effectively purging the state of the Conte crime family creating space for a new order, one that was disciplined in adhering to the rules of the game as Haiti is now in the post Aristide era.

In the post Conte crime family era, the biggest losers are the Nigerians who benefitted most from the feeding frenzy as they purchased the kilos of product stolen from the DTOs and erected the most potent swallowing network to Europe from West Africa including Nigeria. From 2006 to 2009, 221 swallowers who were interdicted embarked in Guinea. In the aftermath of the Dadis show the Nigerians would go to ground in Guinea losing their position of prominence enjoyed under the Conte crime family, one sign of a new order being implemented.

An UNODC news release online dated 7th August 2009 titled “Evidence of drug lab activity in West Africa” reported that on 15th July 2009 the armed forces of Guinea seized large quantities of chemical raw materials at several locations at Conakry. The quantities far exceeded the legitimate demands of Guinea and included controlled chemical substances. The military junta invited the United Nations and INTERPOL to visit Guinea and assess the seizures made. The expert team reported that some of the chemicals seized are used to produce Ecstasy (MDMA) and others are precursors in the production of cocaine hydrochloride and heroin. At two locations the expert team found high pressure reaction vessels and sassafras oil used in the production of MDMA. The UN/ INTERPOL expert team found at one site a laboratory for production of counterfeit antibiotics. No site/s was/were found indicating the production of cocaine and heroin. The question arises as to the existence of other drug production sites that were not raided. It was reported that individuals connected to the interdicted chemicals were arrested and had close ties to one of the sons of Lasana Conte.

The report of the UN/ INTERPOL experts further revealed the extent of the impunity afforded drug traffickers in Guinea under the Conte crime family, impunity which encouraged and facilitated the production of illicit and counterfeit drugs. Guinea under the hegemony of the Conte family evolved into a criminal state. The production of counterfeit prescription drugs and MDMA and the prominent presence of Nigerians in the daily economy of Conakry points to their involvement in this production enterprise. Guinea is in the 21st century, a trafficking and production hub of West Africa.
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The Nexus

A BBC News online report dated 29th June 2007 titled “Deserted cocaine boat in Senegal” reported that in June 2007 an abandoned yacht with 1.2 metric tonnes of cocaine was found near Mbour, Senegal. This was Senegal’s largest seizure of cocaine to date. A Reuters online news report dated 1st July 2007 titled “Two ton cocaine seized” carried on news24.com reported that in July 2007 a metric tonne of cocaine was found in a raid of a private home. A Venezuelan, a Colombian and an Ecuadorian were arrested with links to the abandoned yacht and the stored cocaine. A voanews.com online news report dated 14th August 2007 titled “Officials Hunt Suspects in Mauritania’s Largest Drug Seizure” reported that in May 2007 600 kilos of cocaine were seized in Nouadhibou, Mauritania and in August 2007 800 kilos of cocaine were seized in Nouakchott, the capital of Mauritania. Two Senegalese and one Moroccan were charged with drug trafficking with regards to the seizure of August 2007.

An AFP online news report dated 14th July 2008 titled “Record cocaine seizure ‘Red Cross’ plane” carried on Yahoo News reported that in July 2008 an aeroplane bearing a false Red Cross insignia landed with 600 kilos of cocaine at Lungi International Airport, Freetown, Sierra Leone. The aeroplane landed without authorisation and the two-man crew entered a waiting vehicle and exited the airport. Eight foreigners were subsequently arrested: 3 Colombians, 2 Mexicans, a Venezuelan, a US citizen and a Cuban American. In addition, members of the airport staff and airport police were arrested. It was reported that the border with Guinea was being closely monitored in a bid to arrest members of the DTO. An AFP online news report dated 1st August 2008 titled “Suspects in Sierra Leone cocaine haul denied bail” carried on Yahoo News reported that in August 2008 a reward for capture was placed on the head of Gbassay Kamara the reputed head of the smuggling ring involved with the Lungi Airport cocaine plane, the largest haul of interdicted cocaine for Sierra Leone, as at that date. The quest to name an African as head of a DTO deflects the investigation into the operations of the transnational DTOs of the Caribbean Basin/ West African pipeline. What must be noted is the move to monitor the Sierra Leone/ Guinea border in order to arrest other members of the DTO. This move testifies to the operational links between DTO’s in Guinea and operations in Sierra Leone.

An AFP online news report dated 9th June 2010 titled “More arrests in billion dollar Gambia cocaine seizure” reported that in June 2010 two tonnes of cocaine were reported as being seized in the Gambia. The two tonnes of cocaine were found in an underground bunker with signs of the bunker being used as a storage and onward processing centre. Four Nigerians, three Ghanaians, two Venezuelans and three Dutch nationals were arrested.

The US Department of Justice on 1st June 2010 in a news release titled “Liberia: Manhattan U.S. Attorney Announces Unsealing of Charges Arising from Historic Joint Operation in the Republic of Liberia” carried on allAfrica.com announced details of the US DEA sting operation named “Operation Relentless’ mounted in Liberia against drug traffickers. Arising out of this sting operation: Chigbo Peter Umeh, Konstantin Yaroshenko and Gennor Jalloh were extradited from Liberia to New York to face trial for conspiring to import cocaine into the US. The defendants met with the Director and Deputy Director of the Republic of Liberia National Security Agency (RLNSA) with a confidential source(s) of the DEA. The defendants, in exchange for impunity to move multi tonne shipments of cocaine through Liberia, offered to reward the RLNSA in cash and product. The confidential source insisted that the DTO traffic a portion of the product paid for impunity from Liberia to the US and the defendants agreed to do so. Without this agreement there was no crime committed under US law. It is expected that in the future no agreements to traffic illicit drugs to the US will be entertained, effectively closing down US interdiction efforts.

What is noteworthy about this sting is the low-level operators grabbed. Marcel Acevedo Sarmiento, a drug trafficker nothing else, and Jorge Ivan Salazar Castano, an agent of a DTO in Spain, is the subtotal of the highest rungs on the trafficking ladder scaled by this sting operation. Not a single major player in a DTO was involved in the negotiations and interdicted subsequently. Umeh, Yaroshenko and Kamara were all hired workers, the expendables of DTOs charged with creating new entry points in order for them to increase their income from the trade in a bid to become players in the game. Low level operatives seeking rank are always prone to make critical mistakes, such as agreeing to traffic product from Liberia to the US. Umeh was found guilty and sentenced to 30 years in prison and Yaroshenko likewise to 20 years in prison. Those indicted and extradited from Liberia to the US are then the expendable drug tripwires which point out potential DEA activity and the necessary countervailing measures to adopt. One countervailing measure was already in operation in the Liberia sting: which is the use of expendable, collateral damage first soldiers to seek out the state officials towards purchasing impunity. The three shipments of cocaine touted by the defendants were simply loose talk to enmesh officialdom in their web of greed. Actual shipments to test the working relationship are always less than one metric tonne loads. Over time the tonnage of product moved increases and the state officials are passed into management by the players of the DTO. This move brings into play the induction of the officials into the trafficking network. Officials inducted into the network hold franchises creating their own trafficking enterprises binding the state officials to the DTO, eventually a criminal state is the end product. The dangerous fallacy is to believe that the arrest of Umeh et al. prevented the penetration of DTOs into Sierra Leone. The reality is that they have been active in Sierra Leone since the civil war of the 20th century, what was in fact interdicted was an attempt to create an operational presence by an upstart newcomer which was given up by the established order, another potent example of the symbiosis between the war on drugs and the hegemonic DTOs.

A US DEA online news release dated 16th December 2009 titled “Three Al Qaeda Associates Arrested on Drug and Terrorism Charges” reported that Oumar Issa, Harouna Toure and Idriss Abelrahman were arrested in Ghana on December 16th, 2009 and transferred to the custody of the US. Issa, Toure and Abelrahman were charged with conspiracy to commit acts of narco terrorism and conspiracy to provide material support to a foreign terrorist organization. On December 18th, 2009 the three accused arrived in New York to face trial. Between September 2009 and December 2009 Issa, Toure and Abelrahman entered negotiations with two DEA agents posing as FARC agents who were in Ghana seeking to establish links with a DTO to move product from West Africa to Europe. Issa met first with one DEA asset and indicated that Toure had the capacity to move FARC product as Toure was the head of a criminal organization with links to AQIM. The two DEA assets then met with Toure. He delivered the hard sell on his rank as a player in the trafficking game seen in his working relationship with AQIM. Toure then linked the DEA assets with Abelrahmann who was reputedly the leader of the militia which would protect the shipments on its way to North Africa. The US arrested three low level hustlers on the lookout for new prospective clients or three conmen intent on having product delivered to them which they would then steal/ seize and in the process terminating the delivery crew with extreme prejudice or both of the above. Issa produced Toure who then produced Abelrahman and all three failed to lead the DEA assets to a player in the hierarchy of AQIM. On 6th January 2010 Issa, Toure and Abelrahman pled not guilty to the two counts of the indictment and commenced a spirited defence. On 17th December 2010 the three accused filed a motion to dismiss the indictment. On 15th November 2011 Omar Issa changed his plea to guilty only on Count 2 of the indictment which is conspiracy to provide material support to a foreign terrorist organisation and on 19th January 2012 Judge Richard J. Holwell accepts the plea. On 8th February 2012 the case is reassigned to Judge Barbara S. Jones and on 12th March 2012 Issa is sentenced to 57 months imprisonment and a money judgment of USD 50,000 is entered against Issa which empowers the Federal government to seize property Issa owns in the US. On the said day of sentencing the Federal government dismissed the charge arising under Count 1 of the indictment which is narco-terrorism conspiracy against Issa. Toure and Abelrahman on 17th April 2012 changed their pleas to guilty only on Count 2 of the indictment which the Court accepted. The sentencing date set for Toure is 30th October 2012 and for Abelrahman is the 31st October 2012. The Court failed to rule on the motion to dismiss the indictment filed by the accused which hints at a plea deal for Issa with the other two following opening an escape path for the Court as the motion raised issues of jurisdiction of the US in indicting and arresting non-citizens of the US allegedly involved in an action outside of the territory of the US that would have no direct material impact upon the US. The three accused were then pressured to capitulate to avoid the Federal government a long, costly judicial review with a potentially embarrassing outcome. As it stands the law is then unchallenged in the US courts.

AQIM is a Sunni Muslim Salafi Jihadi organization with its distinct worldview, hierarchy and operational methodology. Are Issa, Toure and Abelrahman Salafi Jihadi held in regard by the operatives of AQIM? Toure and Abelrahman revealed no linkages to AQIM and the quality of the alleged linkages. What they did was a sales pitch to convince persons who were supposed FARC operatives in Ghana to place their trafficking business with Issa, Toure and Abelrahman. Smells like a three-shell game culminating in a blood bath. Again, the DEA stumbled into the tripwire taking down expendables which triggers the countervailing strategy. Those who come to the drug market of Ghana and West Africa by extension without proper references simply will not penetrate apex DTOs. The hustlers of the low end of the second tier and the emerging third tier of the drug market will be routinely harvested by these actions by agencies such as the DEA. AQIM will intensify their operational structure by relying more on individual cells that operate with reference to specific shipments, whilst access to these cells will be based on rigorous adherence to the Salafi Jihadi praxis which is extremely wary of unbelievers/ kafirun without credible references.

On 16th May 2012 Thomas Harrigan of the US DEA testified at the US Senate Caucus on international narcotics control regarding “Countering narcotics threats in West Africa”. In his statement Harrigan pointed out that the principal drug threats in Africa are: cocaine, Southwest Asian heroin, methamphetamine, precursor chemicals, narcoterrorism and other drugs. Cocaine transported to Africa is a European focused threat, but the US has to be involved in its interdiction as DTOs that move cocaine to the US are also moving cocaine to Europe via Africa. Likewise Southwest Asian heroin is moved across Africa for entry to Europe and the US, but Southwest Asian heroin moved from Africa to the US supplies a very small share of the US heroin market. Harrigan reveals that sub-Saharan Africa is now a major transhipment point for the precursor chemicals necessary for the production of methamphetamine and this is a direct result of the operational presence of the Mexican cartels in Africa. Furthermore, the Mexican cartels are involved in the creation of a series of methamphetamine production points in Africa. In June 2011 a meth lab was seized in Nigeria and a second in February 2012 in Nigeria. Mexican cartels now have operational alliances with criminal groups of Mozambique, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Ghana and Nigeria according to Harrigan. In no way is this list exhaustive as for example the alliance with organised crime of South Africa is not included. The DEA has now admitted publicly that the Mexican cartels are well on their way to create the African methamphetamine production platform.
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EAST AFRICA

An Associated Press online news report carried on kansascity.com dated 14th September 2006 titled “A Cocaine Crossroads” reported that in December 2004 1.1 tonnes of cocaine were seized from a luxury housing compound in Malindi, Kenya and from a warehouse in Nairobi, Kenya, this was a record haul of cocaine for Africa in 2004, but it clearly signalled the presence of Caribbean Basin DTOs in Kenya in 2004. A standardmedia.co.ke online news report dated 3rd July 2012 titled “How Italian Mafia gained control of Malindi” and a theatlantic.com online news report dated 30th July 2012 titled “Kenyans See the Italian Mafia’s Hand in Worsening Drug Trade”, both dealt with the issue of the illicit drug trade in Malindi and the hegemony of Italian organised crime over the illicit drug trade of Malindi. The large Italian expatriate community which dominates the economy of Malindi affords Italian organised crime cover for their illicit activities according to both articles. In turn impunity purchased from Kenyan state officials masks the depth and extent of the organised crime that pervades Malindi. The article of 3rd July 2012 reported that Sicilian organised crime dominates the criminal enterprises of Malindi. A position that is open to question as the Sicilian Mafia is subordinate to the Ndrangheta and the Camorra in the drug markets of Europe. As long as product is being moved from Malindi to Europe there must be an Ndrangheta or Camorra presence or both in Malindi. Both reports highlighted a growing transnational criminal community in Malindi. This reality is potent testimony to its evolution as a major illicit drug transhipment point, which attracts a number of illicit enterprises connected to drug smuggling such as human smuggling, arms trafficking and counterfeit goods.  Malindi’s evolution as an operational trafficking centre is in keeping with the Dominican Republic model. The choice of Kenya is clear given Kenya’s extensive transportation links with Europe and Asia and the impunity afforded by corrupt state officials. In 2006 flight attendants of Kenya Airways were arrested at Heathrow Airport, London for trafficking cocaine as reported in “A Cocaine Crossroads”. An allafrica.com news report dated 24th September 2006 titled “More Kenyans Falling Prey to Drug Trafficking” reported on the volume of Kenyan and other nationalities involved in trafficking cocaine and heroin via air flights on their body or luggage/ muleing or by swallowing/ swallowers. Between January 2003 and
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