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This is another book of a series that takes a
day to day look at the “Politics of Sports Business” in 2022, 365
commentaries and all of them are derived from one central thought.
How sports operates with three absolute needs to be successful.
Government backing. Money from television. Corporate support. It
really does not matter if a sport is headquartered in the United
States or in China. The 365 essays reflect that thinking.

Evan Weiner, January 2023.

January 2022: Omicron, the COVID-19 variant
is impacting sports. MLB owners’ lockout of the players continues
into a second month. MLB says no to a “Sister City” plan. Calgary’s
dead arena plan was springing back to life, maybe.


Happy New Year From MLB Owners And
Players

January 1, 2022

The new year for Major League Baseball begins
much the same way December 2021 started. The Major League Baseball
owners and the Major League Baseball players are in a labor impasse
and it is because of money. How to split up the billions of dollars
that flow into the industry annually. The business of baseball has
continued though as the Cleveland Guardians’ ownership is getting
hundreds of millions of dollars of public funding to upgrade the
team’s stadium. The Oakland A’s and the Tampa Bay Rays ownership
groups still want new stadiums.

It is always about money. MLB does not have
money problems. In the lead up to the lockout, MLB owners spent
more than $1.7 billion signing players to long term deals.
Distressed industries do not spend that kind of money on employees
so it follows that MLB is not a financially depressed industry. MLB
Commissioner Rob Manfred said the work stoppage was "bad for
business”. Manfred said the union's proposal for greater free
agency and wider salary arbitration would damage small-market
teams. The players' association proposed, starting with the 2023-24
offseason, a change in free agency from six years to five years.
The players also want free agency for non-free agency eligible
players 30.5 of age and older. Manfred said, “shortening the period
of time that teams can control players makes it even harder for
them to compete.” Until there are spring training facilities closed
and games missed, only industry people will notice there is a
lockout. The lockout was designed to gain leverage over the players
and prevent the players from going on strike. The 2022 Major League
Baseball season is scheduled to begin on March 31st. No one has
lost money yet so there is no urgency. There are two months left to
get a deal done without impacting the upcoming season.


COVID-19 Has Ruined The Integrity Of The NHL
Season

January 2, 2022

The National Hockey League has an integrity
problem because of the Delta and Omicron variants of the COVID-19
illness. The league allowed the New York Islanders to play in
November despite 40 percent of the team’s roster being infected
with COVID-19. The league stopped Ottawa Senators games around the
same time because of COVID-19. The league paused operations for a
few days and returned only to postpone games again. The NHL is not
alone in putting out a flawed product that has been impacted by
COVID-19. The National Basketball Association is resisting
canceling games as much as possible. To fill rosters, teams are
literally signing players off the streets. The National Football
League has pushed back games because of COVID-19 outbreaks among
teams and is forging ahead. The college football industry got very
lucky and was able to get its two playoff games played. Other
college football games were canceled because of Omicron.

The Brooklyn Nets franchise has Kyrie Irving
back on the roster on a part time basis but he cannot take part in
games in Brooklyn and against the Knicks in Manhattan. He refuses
to take a COVID-19 vaccine. New York City’s vaccine mandate
requires all residents to have at least one shot of any COVID
vaccine to enter indoor gyms. In Washington, Wizards guard Bradley
Beal took a coronavirus vaccine and will be able to play games
within the District at the Wizards’ arena. Washington Mayor Muriel
Bowser issued a mandate saying no one can enter entertainment
venues and indoor facilities, without taking a COVID-19 starting on
January 15th. Washington joins New York City and San Francisco
mandating shots to enter large indoor venues. The NHL still has a
problem. There are different rules in the United States and Canada
for quarantine for those recovering from COVID-19 and that will
continue to impact the product.


Now Comes The Hard Part For Alabama And
Georgia, Stay Healthy For The Championship Game

January 3, 2022

The University of Georgia is scheduled to
play the University of Alabama for the College Football Playoff
National Championship in Indianapolis, Indiana on January 10th.
That is the easy part of the championship contest, having two
contestants. But getting to play the game might prove troublesome
with the Omicron variant of COVID-19 infecting people on a very
high level, including the two college teams’ personnel. But college
football is moving ahead with its money-making game, a game that
makes money for everyone except the majority of the players who
don’t have marketing deals who are putting their bodies on the line
for a ring. Some players have the ability to make some money off of
their faces and names. Despite the hundreds of millions of dollars
that comes in from television and marketing partners along with
those who buy high-cost luxury boxes and club seats, most players
could pursue an education but will not get a share of the
money.

As far as the championship game, there seems
to be some flexibility as to when the game will be played if there
is a COVID-19 outbreak impacting Alabama or Georgia. The game could
be played on January 10th or 11th or 12th or 13th or 14th but
should both teams be unable to field teams, the 2021 title would be
declared vacant. The College Football Playoff management is going
to leave it up to the two schools to make a decision on whether
they have enough players healthy to take the field should the
schools encounter a COVID-19 outbreak. Omicron took a toll on the
college football bowl season with a number of games canceled and
other bowl games featuring replacement teams because football
programs had a COVID-19 breakouts. The College Football Playoff
management team desperately wants the game played. They want the
money.


Ukraine Throws Its Hat In The 2030 Winter
Olympics Ring

January 4, 2022

It appears Salt Lake City is going to get
some additional competition in the race to land the 2030 Winter
Olympics. Sapporo, Japan is going after the event despite Japan’s
disastrous 2020 Summer Olympics experience which included cost
overruns and the COVID-19 pandemic. Barcelona, Spain is interested
in pursuing the 2030 Games and Ukrainian Sports Minister Vadym
Huttsait said his country plans on bidding on the 2030 Olympics.
Vancouver backers also want the 2030 Winter Olympics. Why countries
continue to go after the Olympics remains a mystery. The event is a
big money loser with cities, municipalities and nations paying off
large debt for years. Some of those venues are unused after the
event and rot away.

But Huttsait said Ukraine looks at landing
the 2030 Olympics in a positive manner. The country will get
attention. "Well, first of all the country's prestige. Hosting the
Olympic Games in the country means attracting powerful investors,
new infrastructure, new sports infrastructure. We understand that
the more sports infrastructure there will be, the more where
children will come to study. We will not see the result today or
tomorrow. But what is being laid in the country today in terms of
the sports infrastructure, we will see this result in 10 years, do
you understand?" In other words, Ukraine will lose lots of money
hosting the Games, but think of the prestige. Prestige can serve as
a deodorant and cover up the stench of rotting Olympics venues.
Meanwhile, Salt Lake City Olympics backers are looking for money,
probably from the Utah state government and the federal government
because the initial estimate that a 2030 event would cost nearly $2
billion is not enough money. Another quarter of a billion dollars
is needed and that is in 2022 dollars. The Olympics event is a
money loser.


TOPPS Baseball Cards Gets A New Life

January 5, 2022

It appears that the production of annual
TOPPS baseball cards will not stop in 2026. Fanatics is going to
purchase the TOPPS’ name along with the TOPPS’ sports and
entertainment division. Initially, Major League Baseball and the
Major League Baseball Players Association were going to have a
different trading card partner, Fanatics, starting in the spring of
2026 kicking TOPPS to the sidelines. TOPPS has been putting out
baseball cards since 1951. The Fanatics-owned TOPPS cards probably
won’t be too much different from the product that Sy Berger
perfected for TOPPS. The modern baseball card. Kids really were
introduced to players through those cards. Berger’s product cost a
penny a card but was very important financially to players in
baseball, football, basketball and hockey. The player’s picture was
worth money or in some cases an opportunity to get a gift from a
catalog.

The players’ pictures would become even more
important as time went on. Marvin Miller and the Major League
Baseball Players Association fought with TOPPS over money. Miller
eventually got TOPPS to pay players $250 plus a percentage of
baseball card sales. Licensing money from cards is controlled by
the players association and has been used for strike funds. TOPPS
played hardball with Miller, and other companies looking to get
into the business. In 1980, a court allowed Miller and the players
to offer licenses to other companies to produce baseball cards.
Cards still bring in licensing money but long gone are the days
when kids looked forward to the first series of the new year's
baseball cards. It is a business. The Fanatics’ deal will pour
billions of dollars into Major League Baseball. TOPPS’ has changed
owners a number of times over the decades but the name goes on. The
days of five cards and gum for five cents a pack are gone.


Calgary Arena Deal Dead

January 6, 2022

The city of Calgary and the Calgary Flames
ownership group have officially ended the agreement that would have
seen the construction of an arena. Flames ownership did not want to
pay for cost overruns of the construction, after all Flames
ownership agreed to pay half of the estimated $608.5 million
Canadian cost. Since July, the estimated cost of the project has
risen by more than $25 million Canadian. Ten million dollars
Canadian seems like pocket change in the arena building business
but the Calgary Sports and Entertainment Corporation put out a
statement “there is no viable path to complete the Event Centre
Project.” That statement came in the middle of December.

Flames’ owners have been pushing Calgary city
elected officials to fund a building for years. Flames’ ownership
wanted a revenue generating arena but needed to get some public
loonies from the city to subsidize the building’s cost. In 2017,
the Flames’ ownership threw in the towel and decided to end talks
with Calgary elected officials and said they were going back to the
old arena. The owners would move the franchise but cooler heads
prevailed and the two sides spoke again. In sports no owner ever
walks away from the table stomping his or her feet saying I am not
talking to you anymore about you spending money for my factory. Two
years later, in 2019, the two sides reached an agreement to build
an arena. In 2021, the two sides hit a speed bump delaying
construction. In July, it was full speed ahead for a new Calgary
Flames building. The Flames ownership will for now use the city
owned arena and probably will eventually meet with city officials
about building a new arena or perhaps renovating the old building.
Or Flames ownership could look to move or sell the team. The arena
game continues.


COVID-19 Continues To Plague Sports

January 7, 2022

COVID-19 and Omicron are having a major
impact on sports today and in the upcoming months. The National
Football League is looking for a backup stadium in the event
Omicron’s spread in Southern California puts the Super Bowl and all
of the related Super Bowl festivities including a fanfest and
parties in jeopardy. League spokesperson Brian McCarthy did confirm
that the league contacted Arlington, Texas officials to see if that
city could handle the game on short notice at the Dallas Cowboys
stadium. But McCarthy added the NFL always has a backup plan. “As
part of our standard contingency planning process that we conduct
for all regular and postseason games, we have contacted several
clubs to inquire about stadium availability in the event we cannot
play the Super Bowl as scheduled due to weather-related issues or
unforeseen circumstances. Our planning process for the Super Bowl
in Los Angeles is ahead of schedule and we look forward to hosting
the Super Bowl there to culminate another fantastic NFL season for
our fans and clubs.”

While the NFL is looking for a backup,
Australia has decided that the unvaccinated tennis player Novak
Djokovic should not be in the country and should not play in the
Australian Open. Djokovic is fighting the Australian decision.
Initially Djokovic had been given Covid vaccination “exemption
permission” to travel to Australia to play in the tournament.
Australian Open organizers want him there. Tennis is a global
business and the tournament is worth more money to marketing
partners with Djokovic playing. And speaking of playing, the
National Basketball Association’s Brooklyn Nets franchise has
decided it is better to have the unvaccinated Kyrie Irving as a
part time player than not having him at all. Irving cannot play
games in New York City due to COVID-19 restrictions. COVID-19 is
throwing a curveball at sports.


The College Football Championship Game Seems
Unaffected By Omicron

January 8, 2022

In the college football championship game
universe there seemingly is no such thing as Omicron. There doesn’t
appear to be any Omicron-related problems in the Alabama or Georgia
programs. The college football championship playoffs semi-final
games were played without any reported problems and so far, all it
is business in Indianapolis. City officials are banking on $150
million worth of economic impact from packed hotels and spending in
town because of the game. Of course, no one ever does a study on
the real economic impact of a big event because the numbers may not
come back anywhere near the economic estimates. Neither
Indianapolis nor Indiana elected officials seem to care about
advice from health experts as there won't be any Omicron-related
changes to the original plan and safety precautions for the College
Football National Championship game. The more than 60,000 college
football championship in-venue customers are not required to wear
masks but they will be encouraged to wear them to protect
themselves and others. Indiana reported 15,277 COVID-19 cases two
days ago. Indiana health experts are saying that people in the area
also need to wear better masks. All of the Indiana championship
host committee volunteers who will run the game related activities
during the three days leading up to the event will be masked.

Everyone makes money here, the college
football teams, the college football industry, the coaches, some
players with marketing deals but not all the players, Disney-ESPN,
the cable TV rights holder, the performers in the events leading up
to the game. If the game is so lucrative, why did the host
committee need 2,000 volunteers for game related activities. It
seems that being a volunteer for a big event is a bragging issue
for someone. If the event is so lucrative, everyone should be paid
employees, not volunteers.


Is The End At Hand For The Washington
Football Team Brand Name?

January 9, 2022

The last day of the 2021-22 National Football
League regular season could feature the final game in the history
of the Washington Football Team. The business is expected to be
rebranded on February 2nd and the team owner Daniel Snyder could
maintain the name or just opt for a new brand name like the
Washington Armada, or Presidents, or Brigade, or Redhawks, or
Commanders, or Defenders. The RedWolves and Wolves are out of
contention because of trademark problems. The name and team logo
are sales points for the business which is why it has taken 18
months to find a name.

On April Fool’s Day 1987, Major League
Baseball Commissioner Peter Ueberroth tossed out a notion looking
for an answer at a function announcing that MLB had a new film
partner. On that April 1st date, Ueberroth had a simple but complex
question. What is the most important asset for any sports team? Any
sports league? Ueberroth’s answer? The logo of the brand name.
Ueberroth’s logic was simple, owners come and go, front office
personnel come and go. Players, no matter how important to a team’s
success or how beloved, come and go. The logo and the name remain
long after everyone else comes and goes. It is a complicated
business to rebrand. The Washington team founder George Preston
Marshall just named his Boston team the Braves in 1932 and changed
the name in 1933. He kept the name when he moved the team to
Washington in 1937. Marshall’s team name became inappropriate and
was dropped in 2020. Snyder won’t have to worry about the new name
or logo and sales. He has a loyal fan base who will buy
merchandise. Ueberroth was right. The brand and the logo are the
most important things a team name has.


Nashville Is Looking To Bring A Women's
Sports Franchise To Town

January 10, 2022

John Loar may be pushing Major League
Baseball to place an expansion team in Nashville. But the Metro
Nashville Sports Authority isn’t waiting for Major League
Baseball’s lockout to end and MLB resolving its Oakland and Tampa
Bay stadium problems in its pursuit of getting another franchise
into town. It appears the authority wants a women’s professional
team which would be far cheaper than an MLB team and would be able
to use existing facilities. To that end, the Sports Authority is
working with CAA ICON in an effort to find out whether there would
be local interest for a women's pro sports team. The Metro
Nashville Sports Authority's Women's Sports Initiative Strategic
Assessment has invested $75,000 into a study that includes
distributing questionnaires to survey the community along with
conducting focus groups and corporate interviews to get answers.
The surveys are being distributed by local colleges, businesses and
pro franchises and the findings will be presented on January 12th
to the Metro Nashville Sports Authority’s ad hoc committee.

The Metro Nashville Sports Authority is
seeking to find out exactly what local Nashville area sports
consumers’ interest level is for a women's professional team. The
authority also wants to know if local sports customers have
attended any women's college sports events in the last 10 years and
which local women's college teams they support and whether they
would support a pro women's sports team in Nashville. The authority
wants to know what the interest level locally is in six women's pro
sports leagues. The WNBA, Premier Hockey Federation, National
Women’s Soccer League, softball, volleyball outdoor/indoor and
women's indoor arena football. Nashville has hosted a handful of
women’s sports events over the past decade. Meanwhile Loar’s
Nashville Stars concept is moving ahead as Music City Baseball is
looking for a stadium site for a Major League Baseball expansion
team.


Jets' Home Games Will Be Played In Winnipeg
Despite Omicron Restrictions

January 11, 2022

The National Hockey League’s Winnipeg Jets
franchise will not for the short term be playing any home games in
another jurisdiction because of the Omicron spread. Jets ownership,
True North Sports and Entertainment, surveyed its customers wanting
to know how they would feel about the team moving home games to an
area that has limited restrictions on arena attendance. Manitoba is
limiting attendance at professional sporting events to either 50
per cent capacity or 250 people, whichever is less. Manitoba public
health rules require proof of vaccination at large events. Jets’
attendance will be capped at 250 people in the building for the
time being. A look inside the Jets survey numbers revealed that 40
percent of ticket holders had negative feelings about relocating
home games. Another 30 percent did not care either way and the
rest, 30 percent more, were comfortable with whatever the Jets
owners decided.

Jets ownership did get several thousand
responses and going inside the numbers again, there were some real
concerns about attending a game. Only half of the team's customers
would go to games right now, while 28 percent would be hesitant and
22 percent were undecided. It was thought that the Jets owners
might have been interested in playing home games in Saskatoon
because Saskatchewan has fewer COVID-19 or Omicron restrictions.
The National Hockey League is having massive COVID-19 or Omicron
problems with most of the league’s 32 teams being impacted by the
COVID-19 Omicron variant. More than 100 NHL games have been
postponed and rescheduled. Some of those games will be made up
during a two-week period in February that originally was supposed
to be empty because of NHL players participation in the 2022
Beijing Olympics but Omicron wiped that out. The NHL is still
postponing games.


New Yorker Files A Civil Suit And Demands
Giants And Jets To Move Back To New York

January 12, 2022

In the either you have a lot of time on your
hands or you have money to waste on lawyers’ world, Abdiell Suero
has decided the National Football League’s New York Giants and New
York Jets franchises need to change the team names to New Jersey
Giants and New Jersey Jets by 2026 or hand over $6 billion in
damages to him and others in a class action suit for false
advertising, deceptive practices and interstate wire fraud. Suero
also wants the Giants and Jets to return to New York by 2026 as
well. There is a reason why the New York Jets franchise plays in
New Jersey, there was no public appetite to build the Jets owner
Robert Wood Johnson IV a stadium on Manhattan’s west side nearly
two decades ago. New York officials are focused on getting a
Buffalo Bills stadium built in the Buffalo area. The Bills' present
stadium is in the municipality of Orchard Park, not Buffalo.

While Suero is at it, he should sue the NFL’s
Chargers and Rams. Neither team plays in Los Angeles. The
franchises have games in Inglewood, California. Then there is Jerry
Jones’ Dallas Cowboys franchise which is located in Arlington,
Texas. The Washington Football Team is based in Landover, Maryland.
The San Francisco 49ers business calls Santa Clara, California
home. Robert Kraft’s New England Patriots is housed in Foxboro,
Massachusetts, not Connecticut, Vermont, Rhode Island, Maine or New
Hampshire which are part of New England. The Tampa Bay Buccaneers
play on land in Tampa, not in the middle of Tampa Bay. The Miami
Dolphins franchise’s stadium is in Miami Gardens. Perhaps William
Shakespeare should make the final call on this after all he once
asked. “What's in a name? That which we call a rose by any other
name would smell just as sweet.”


Tempe City Council To Meet, Will The Coyotes
Arena Proposal Be Discussed?

January 13, 2022

The public could begin to learn more about
the bid of the Arizona Coyotes National Hockey League franchise
ownership to gain access to land in Tempe which would allow the
owners to build an arena on the property when the council meets.
Local hockey fans plan to let council members know their feelings
which would coincide with the hockey team ownership’s wish. There
was one newspaper story out of Phoenix by Craig Morgan that
suggests the project may not get the green light to go ahead from
the Tempe City Council. The hockey team owners, the city council
and the National Hockey League are keeping quiet about the story.
The council has a meeting planned. According to Morgan, a couple
council members may vote no and kill the project because the hockey
team’s ownership did not pay all of its bills to its present
landlord at the Glendale arena. There seems to be a trust or money
issue. The arena proposal did make it through an executive session
in December.

In 2021, elected officials in Tempe put out a
request for proposal to develop a parcel within the city with the
NHL team in mind. Arizona ownership was the only group to submit a
proposal. Tempe officials want a sports stadium or an arena and a
practice facility on the property. They want a team owner to create
a stadium or an arena village that would include 1,000 residential
units, 200,000 square feet of retail space, and a large plaza with
amenities. Name recognition for Tempe and an opportunity for Tempe
public service announcements. The RFP seemed to be written for the
hockey franchise. Additionally, it is possible that the Arizona
hockey team ownership could get a sports betting license at the
Tempe building if the arena-village concept gets a green light from
Tempe officials.


Bach Claims Olympics Is Above Global
Politics

January 14, 2022

The opening ceremony of the 2022 Winter
Olympics in Beijing is less than a month away with the event
scheduled to start on February 4th. There is no guarantee that will
happen because of the Omicron variant spreading quickly around the
globe. This international event was scheduled in 2015 and China
ended up with the Games because almost no country with the
exception of Kazakhstan wanted the 2022 Winter Olympics. China was
awarded the Games and with that has come all sorts of criticism and
scrutiny of China’s human rights record including the treatment of
the Uyghurs and the seven decades long problem with Tibet. There is
also the dispute with Taiwan which started in 1949 and the handling
of the COVID-19 situation in terms of the virus’s possible start in
China. The United States is leading a diplomatic boycott of the
Games but there will be no athletes boycott by the United States,
Canada, England or Japan. The National Hockey League barred its
players from participating in the Beijing Olympics because of the
North American Omicron outbreak.

The President of the International Olympic
Committee Thomas Bach is aware of the international problems but
Bach is trying his best to deflect world realities claiming the IOC
is not involved in global politics although his thought is not
true. The Olympic movement is all about politics. Bach contends,
"the Olympic Games stand above any conflict." He adds that the
Games are “beyond all political disputes. We are looking forward to
the successful Beijing 2022 Winter Games, and we have great
confidence to build on our experience that we will stage and a safe
and secure Olympic Winter Games for everybody. The support of the
international community for these Winter Games is very evident and
is very much welcome.” Except there is limited support but the
Games must go on.


Modesto Nuts Owners Want A New Stadium

January 15, 2022

There are some people in Modesto, California
who think people living in the San Francisco Bay Area which
includes Oakland and San Jose, will make the 90 mile or so trip
down to Modesto to watch minor league baseball and enjoy Modesto’s
finest restaurants if a new ballpark for the Modesto Nuts is built.
The Modesto Nuts franchise is a baseball team that plays in the
lowest rung of the minor leagues. The stadium that Nuts owners want
would seat 5,000 people and requires at least $75 million in public
financing. The Nuts would share the facility with men’s and women’s
soccer teams, along with concerts and other events. The Seattle
Mariners ownership, which has a piece of the Nuts business, would
manage the facility.

Modesto stadium backers have rolled out an
old notion. If you build it, they will come. A new stadium would be
an economic generator and put Modesto on the map. The stadium
proponents claim a new stadium would help make Modesto a
destination. A far more attractive city, and would attract
high-skilled, high-wage workers and spur the building of offices,
housing and stores in downtown. “It’s much more than building a new
ballpark or facility downtown,” said Lynn Dickerson who is one of
the stadium backers. “We want to do this because we think it’s
something that will make our community better and stronger.” Why is
there a need for a new stadium? It is because of Major League
Baseball’s 2020 takeover of Minor League Baseball. MLB has come up
with new standards for minor league facilities and has told local
communities fix up an old stadium to our standards or you will lose
your minor league baseball license. The present Modesto facility
was built in 1955 and was renovated in 1996 in an effort to satisfy
the Single A California League requirement for stadiums.


Tampa Bay CEOs Say Yes To The Rays Sister
City Plan

January 16, 2022

It appears that Major League Baseball and the
Tampa Bay Rays ownership has sold its sister city plan, splitting
81 home games between the Tampa Bay market and Montréal to Tampa
business leaders. About 40 Tampa Bay area business leaders are in
favor of the scheme as a “win-win-win” for all parties. In a letter
published by the Tampa Bay Tribune, the business leaders think
building a new stadium for a part time franchise is actually a good
idea.

“We endorse the leadership and membership of
the three prominent regional chambers who supported this Sister
City Baseball plan and the construction of an open-air neighborhood
ballpark in Historic Ybor City. The site would serve as home not
only for the Rays during the first portion of the season, as well
as for half the postseason games, but also as home of the Tampa Bay
Rowdies. The new multi-use facility would be an economic
development platform to host national sporting events, concerts and
community gatherings, similar to the versatility of Tampa’s arena.
It would also help spark development in and around Ybor like
replicating what other successful urban ballparks like Fenway Park
and Wrigley Field have done across the country. After many years of
analysis and conversations, the time has come to prioritize a new
home for our Tampa Bay Rays on terms that the current market
frames, a shared season in an intimate neighborhood venue, with the
benefits of a lasting connection to Montréal and its fans who will
come visit here and make Tampa Bay a destination of choice for
tourism and commerce.” Selling the plan to the Major League
Baseball Players Association though will be a daunting task. The
players will look at the sister city scheme rather simply. The team
will play three quarters of its games on the road and that is
unacceptable.


Discrimination In Sports Was Common When MLK
Became A Civil Right Leader In 1955

January 17, 2022

The Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
celebrations are taking place at various venues around the country
including NBA arenas. King became involved in the civil rights
movement in 1955. At that time, not every Major League Baseball
team had Negro players. There was an unofficial quota of four Negro
players on each National Football League team. No Negro could be a
quarterback, a center or a middle linebacker because it was
thought, Negroes lacked intelligence. George Preston Marshall would
not hire Negro players for his NFL Washington team. Marshall was
the last NFL owner to hire Negro players. Marshall gave in because
of a threat by the Kennedy Administration to bar Marshall from
moving his football team into a federally funded DC Stadium in 1962
for violating equal opportunity work requirements. When King got
involved with the Montgomery, Alabama bus boycott, Negro football
players could not enroll at a good number of colleges in the south.
In 1947, the Cotton Bowl in Dallas wanted Penn State to play SMU in
the January 1st, 1948 game but they did not want Wally Triplett to
play. Penn State players said we are Penn State. Triplett played.
The NFL ended an informal color barrier in 1946 as Los Angeles
Coliseum officials told Cleveland Rams owner Daniel Reeves, he
could move his team and sign a stadium lease there if he hired
Negro players.

The Harlem Globetrotters basketball team was
bigger than the National Basketball Association but in the 1950s
while the team could entertain on the court in southern cities, the
players could not stay at certain hotels or eat at certain
restaurants. American Football League players boycotted the
league’s planned 1965 New Orleans All Star game because of Jim
Crow. Conditions for Negro athletes did change by the end of King’s
life in 1968 but Negro athletes would continue to protest.


Willie O'Ree Gets The Ultimate Team Honor, A
Retired Number

January 18, 2022

Willie O’Ree is getting his number retired,
64 years after he skated in his first National Hockey League game
as a member of the Boston Bruins. O'Ree, who was assigned number
22, was the first African-Canadian player ever to skate in the NHL.
But when he hit the ice for the first time in a Boston Bruins
uniform, he was just another rookie who happened to make his debut
in the Montreal Forum.

There was almost no noting of the fact that
O'Ree was a sports pioneer joining others in breaking the color
barrier. In football, it was Bill Willis and Marion Motley, who
played with All America Football Conference's Cleveland Browns, and
Kenny Washington and Woody Strode with the National Football
League’s Los Angeles Rams in 1946 and the four became the first
African Americans to play in big-time professional football since
Joe Lillard suited up for the Chicago Cardinals on December 3rd,
1933. NFL owners systematically removed Negro players from the
league over an eight-year period, Lillard and Pittsburgh Pirates
player Ray Kemp were the last Negro players on rosters in the NFL
during the 1933 season. Jackie Robinson broke baseball's color
barrier in 1947 and was the first Negro player to perform in the
Major Leagues Baseball since Moses Fleetwood Walker’s final
appearance with the Toledo in 1884. Earl Lloyd was the NBA's first
African-American in the National Basketball Association with the
Washington Capitols in 1950. Wee Willie Smith, though, is generally
considered the first African-American to play in a professional
basketball league with the National Basketball League's Cleveland
franchise in 1943. The Basketball Association of America which
changed its name to the National Basketball Association after a
merger with the NBL had no Negro players in its four years. O’Ree
played a handful of games in the six team NHL but he is considered
an historic figure.


Omicron Has Caught Up To The Beijing
Olympics

January 19, 2022

Omicron does not really care if Czech
Republic President Miloš Zeman said “I am fundamentally opposed to
the abuse of the Olympic ideal for political purposes,” alluding to
a diplomatic boycott of the opening ceremonies of the 2022 Beijing
Olympics on February 4th because of China’s human rights record.
Nor does Omicron care about the World Anti-Doping Agency’s advice
to Olympians that they should "exercise extreme caution" when
eating meat in China because the meat could be contaminated with
banned substances. Omicron has been detected in Beijing and that is
becoming a very serious problem for China, the local Olympic host
committee and the International Olympic Committee. Apparently, it
is just not as good idea to hold an Olympics, whether it is the
Summer Games or the Winter Games in the middle of a pandemic. Now
there is this. China has halted Olympic ticket sales to the general
Chinese public. China has barred foreign spectators from attending
the Winter Olympics. China is taking the step to “to ensure the
safety of all participants and spectators.” China may allow
selected people to view the Games. The IOC, which actually has the
power to cancel the Games and that overrules local Chinese
authorities, also put out a statement of support for the Chinese
decision.

“The organizers expect that these spectators
will strictly abide by the COVID-19 countermeasures before, during
and after each event so as to help create an absolutely safe
environment for the athletes.” China has been trying to get ahead
of the Omicron wave with lockdowns including one now in place in
parts of Beijing. More than 20 million people are stuck inside
their homes in China. The National Hockey League pulled its players
out of the Beijing Olympics because of Omicron concerns. Omicron is
now an Olympics competitor.


"It's Déjà Vu All Over Again In The Calgary
Arena Story

January 20, 2022

The old philosopher Lawrence Peter Berra once
said, “it ain’t over till it’s over” and that certainly applies in
Calgary in the on-going saga of how to build the Calgary Flames
ownership group a new arena. When we last left the city and the
hockey team ownership at the end of 2021, the two sides broke off
the engagement that would have seen the construction of an arena.
Flames ownership did not want to pay for cost overruns of the
construction, after all Flames ownership agreed to pay half of the
estimated $608.5 million Canadian cost. Since July, the estimated
cost of the project rose by more than $25 million Canadian. Ten
million dollars Canadian seems like pocket change in the arena
building business but the Calgary Sports and Entertainment
Corporation put out a statement “there is no viable path to
complete the Event Centre Project.”

Flames’ owners have been pushing Calgary city
elected officials to fund a building for years. Flames’ ownership
wanted a revenue generating arena but needed to get some public
loonies from the city to subsidize the building’s cost. In 2017,
the Flames’ ownership threw in the towel and decided to end talks
with Calgary elected officials and said they were going back to the
old arena. The owners would move the franchise but cooler heads
prevailed and the two sides spoke again. Two years later, in 2019,
the two sides reached an agreement to build an arena. In 2021, the
two sides hit a speed bump delaying construction. In July, it was
full speed ahead for a new Calgary Flames building. The Flames
ownership will for now use the city owned arena that they currently
play in and probably will meet with city officials about building a
new arena once the city gets its why we need a new arena story
straight. The arena game continues.


Sister City Plan Is Dead

January 21, 2022

It is all over for the Tampa Bay Rays’
ownership’s “Sister City” plan which called for splitting Rays’
home games between someplace in the Tampa Bay market and Montréal.
Major League Baseball Commissioner Rob Manfred, who presumably has
not been very busy negotiating a new Collective Bargaining
Agreement with the players association, told Rays’ chief owner Stu
Sternberg to forget about his scheme as the league’s executive
council said no to the plan. Sternberg admitted. "Today's news is
flat-out deflating.” Rays’ ownership had invested two and a half
years in developing the” Sister City” plan. Sternberg also said
something rather interesting. "Partial seasons are going to be the
wave of the future in professional sports." Partial seasons have
never worked except in one instance, The National Football League’s
Green Bay Packers split home games between Green Bay and Milwaukee
between 1933 and 1994 for various reasons including stadium issues
in Green Bay and also an attempt to make Green Bay a regional
Wisconsin franchise. Despite leaving Milwaukee behind in 1994,
Milwaukee money is extraordinarily important as a Packers revenue
source.

Regional franchises failed in the American
Basketball Association and in the National Basketball Association
as Kansas City-Omaha set up in the 1970s was unsuccessful. MLB did
attempt a Sister City plan with the financially strapped Montréal
Expos franchise playing some home games in San Juan, Puerto Rico in
2003 and 2004. MLB moved the Expos franchise to Washington after
the 2004 season. In the 1980s, St. Petersburg, Florida officials
were told by MLB Commissioner Peter Ueberroth not to build a
stadium because MLB had no interest in putting a team in the area.
But a franchise did come in 1995 because MLB needed a second team
to go along with Phoenix for an expansion. Sternberg needs a new
plan.


Eight States Could Take Up Sports Gambling
Legislation This Year

January 22, 2022

Another National Football League playoff
weekend is on the horizon and betting on NFL games is now
commonplace in many states. The league itself encourages betting.
It has partnerships with gambling businesses. One team, the Arizona
Cardinals, will have an in-stadium sportsbook. Not every state has
sports gambling but there is a possibility that some of the
non-gambling states could have some form of gambling by the 2022
NFL season or in 2023. The candidates for sports betting are
Alabama, Georgia, Kansas, Kentucky, Maine, Massachusetts, Missouri
and Vermont but there are some major obstacles to overcome in those
states.


In Alabama, legislators have advanced a bill
that will permit a state-run lottery and statewide mobile wagering.
In Georgia, sports ownership groups including the Atlanta Falcons,
the Atlanta Braves, the Atlanta Hawks and the Atlanta United along
with voters want sports gambling but lawmakers have said no. Kansas
politicians are trying to figure out if they can support a sports
gambling bill. Kentucky Republicans are not on board with gambling.
The Maine legislature supports gambling, the Governor Janet Mills
doesn’t. In Massachusetts, the Republican Massachusetts Governor
Charlie Baker and members of both parties in the
Democrat-controlled General Court support sports betting. But no
one can agree on various aspects of sports gambling and that has
been a hang up for a couple of years. Missouri lawmakers have
problems with video gaming terminals. Vermont lawmakers could move
ahead with online sports gambling but nothing is certain at this
point. Sports leagues protested when New Jersey planned to open a
sportsbook after voters said yes to legalized sports gambling in
November, 2011. There were lawsuits with lower courts siding with
the sports leagues. In 2018, the Supreme Court of the United States
struck down the 1992 Professional and Amateur Sports Protection Act
that limited betting on college and professional sports.


Bettman Says No To Québec City

January 23, 2022

The province of Québec Finance Minister Eric
Girard got the official news that has been available for years. The
National Hockey League has no interest in returning to Québec City.
Girard had a virtual meeting with NHL Commissioner Gary Bettman and
the NHL Deputy Commissioner Bill Daly looking for a glimmer of hope
that the NHL was interested in returning to a market that it had
abandoned in 1995 when Marcel Aubut sold his Québec Nordiques
franchise to a group that took the business to Denver. Bettman
released a statement. "We explained that, while we were
appreciative and flattered by the interest expressed,
unfortunately, we were not aware of any opportunity that could
address that interest at the current time.”

In 1995, Aubut didn't have a new building and
had a currency problem as the Canadian dollar was slipping,
bottoming out at 62 cents US. Québec City has a building but
remains a small, government town with few corporate loonies to
chase. Québec City struck out in 2016 in an effort to get an NHL
expansion franchise. Québec City backers got the cold shoulder in
2017 when the National Hockey League invited Seattle investors only
to apply for an expansion team. Québec was out in the cold in 2016
and in 2017 and there is no reason to think that Québec will land a
team anytime soon. Because the Canadian dollar is worth just 80
cents US, the actual price for Québec City investors to get an
expansion franchise or to land a team and move it to the city would
likely be more than a billion dollars Canadian and that probably is
far too high a figure to make sense for potential Québec City
owners. Québec City potential owners had a difficult time getting
about $650 million together during the 2016 NHL expansion process.
Finances matter.


Writer's Baseball Hall Of Fame Announcement
Coming

January 24, 2022

The people who vote on whether a former
player belongs in the Baseball Hall of Fame in Cooperstown have
multiple problems this year. It is not just about whether a player
like Barry Bonds or Roger Clemens allegedly used performance
enhancing drugs. It is about Curt Schilling and his highly
politically charged social media posts and that could make for a
very polarizing induction ceremony, something that the Hall of Fame
officials and central New York State visitors bureaus may not want
if Schilling gets in. Giving Schilling a Hall of Fame plaque could
prompt a small but significant boycott of the induction ceremony.
Central New York state needs the tourist money. Schilling doesn’t
even want the honor. He wanted to be taken off this year’s
ballot.

The voters are members of the Baseball
Writers Association of America. a group given that authority by the
people who run the Cooperstown museum. Whether baseball writers
should vote for a high honor on the subject or individual they have
covered in which the honoree could financially benefit is a
journalistic integrity question for another day. But Hall of Fame
officials don’t care about that. Integrity is supposed to be part
of the consideration for a Hall of Fame vote. Schilling was fired
by ESPN as a baseball analyst in 2016. ESPN said one Schilling
Facebook post insulted the transgender community. Schilling was
barred from ESPN’s Little League World Series coverage in 2015
because of a social media post. He also feuded with teammates,
management and reporters during his baseball career. Schilling has
Hall of Fame credentials, but there is Rule 5 the election
criteria. Voting shall be based upon the player's record, playing
ability, integrity, sportsmanship, character, and contributions to
the team(s) on which the player played. Does Schilling have an
integrity and character problem? It’s a voter’s decision.


New Virginia Governor Wants Commonwealth To
Build A WFT Stadium

January 25, 2022

The Commonwealth of Virginia’s new governor
Glenn Younkin wants the Washington Football Team owner Daniel
Snyder to know that he would be pleased if Snyder considered moving
his business to his jurisdiction. Normally a business owner like
Snyder would be toxic given that his business had sexual harassment
charges against it confirmed by the National Football League. And
some people in Congress want to know a little more about the
National Football League’s findings following an investigation that
included Snyder getting hit with a fine and agreeing to turn part
of the business over to his wife. But Snyder has a valuable
commodity and politicians are willing to genuflect before sports
owners to please them in helping to build stadiums and arenas for
them. The thinking is that if we don’t do it, some other set of
politicians will give a sports owner what he or she desires.

Younkin told the Virginia General Assembly
that he would like the Virginia Baseball Stadium Authority, which
was created in 1992 to attract a Major League Baseball team to
northern Virginia and has not functioned since 2004 because
Washington, D. C. got the Montreal Expos franchise, to focus on
building a football stadium. Snyder has not been very successful in
finding a piece of land for his business. In 2018, Maryland
Governor Larry Hogan ended negotiations with Snyder that would have
seen a football stadium built across the river from the District.
Maryland, Virginia and the District of Columbia don’t necessarily
want to get into a bidding war for Snyder’s business. The Virginia
area that might most interest Snyder is near Dulles Airport, not
far from the team’s training facility, which would be located near
the Metro Silver Line. Snyder might also be interested in
Washington’s RFK stadium site. Someone will give Snyder what he
wants, eventually.


MLB Owners Continue To Make People Angry

January 26, 2022

Major League Baseball owners have done an
admirable job of getting people annoyed at them. The latest group
ticked off at MLB owners are members of the Tampa Bay Rays
ownership and potential investors in Montréal after MLB killed the
Sister City plan that would have seen the Tampa Bay Rays home games
split between somewhere in the Tampa market and in Montréal. The
Rays ownership plans to step back and assess its situation while
Stephen Bronfman, who has money, may walk all away from trying to
bring MLB back to Montréal. Another group of people that might be a
bit irate at the Lords of Baseball could include Montréal and
Québec elected officials. All of those people are just joining a
line of people who have found out that MLB owners care far more
about their businesses than baseball fans. Of course, in the grand
scheme of things baseball fans are taken for granted as MLB owners
know the hardcore fans are not deserting them.

MLB owners decided to take over Minor League
Baseball and some of the former Minor League Baseball owners are
suing MLB owners. The owners of franchises cut by MLB, in Staten
Island and Troy, New York, Norwich, Connecticut and Salem, Oregon
filed a lawsuit to the U.S. District Court in the Southern District
of New York accusing the baseball commissioner’s office of
violating the Sherman Antitrust Act. In 1922, the Supreme Court of
the United States ruled baseball was a game, not a business and
therefore should not adhere to antitrust laws and can act as a
monopoly. The owners and the players association have been upset at
one another since the COVID-19 outbreak and playing conditions for
the 2020 season. The two sides have been in a lockout since
December 1st. MLB owners need to change their approach.


MLS To Las Vegas Investors A Team Can Be
Yours

January 27, 2022

Major League Soccer has told potential owners
of a Las Vegas franchise that you can have a team but you have to
prove to us that the business will work. The MLS has entered into
what is termed exclusive talks with Wes Edens and his partner about
acquiring the right to bring an expansion team to Las Vegas. The
league wants to know a little more about Las Vegas. For instance,
is the market big enough to handle an expansion team and how much
corporate money will be available for the business. Sports dollars
are going to have to be split with the National Hockey League’s
Vegas Golden Knights and the National Football League’s Raiders.
The MLS also wants to know whether there will be state-of-the-art
practice facility and what are the plans for a stadium that more
than likely will have to be domed given Las Vegas’s summer heat.
Will there be public money for that stadium is a question that
needs an answer.

In 2017, MLS owners decided to add four teams
to its group. The expansion process has been slow and hit an
obstacle with a Sacramento group unable to get financing for a
team. The MLS hatched a plan to find four ownership groups that
could own MLS expansion teams around the United States. The league
received interest from 12 cities with owners who could foot the
bill for a team. The hope was to award two expansion franchises by
the end of 2017 and two more in 2018. The expansion process did not
go as planned and just three cities Austin, Cincinnati and
Nashville had the right stuff to get teams #25, #26 and #27. St.
Louis and Sacramento got franchises #28 and #29. Charlotte was
given slot #30. Major League Soccer wants 30 teams, but finding #30
has been a problem.


Hawaii To Build A Revenue Producing Stadium
In Oahu

January 28, 2022

Sometimes you wonder where business and
political leaders find numbers that fit the narrative that building
a stadium and or an arena is an economic generator that will create
thousands of jobs. In Hawaii, there is a push to build a stadium
near Honolulu to replace an old facility that used to house the
National Football League’s Pro Bowl and the University of Hawaii
football games. The stadium was the home to the World Football
League’s Hawaiians in 1974. There will be a 35,000-seat stadium
coming eventually and might be big enough for college football,
some soccer league and rugby matches. The state of Hawaii will
invest at least $350 million into the project which is set to begin
with a groundbreaking ceremony in the fall of 2023. Private
investors plan to sink $1.65 billion for what is being projected as
a “stadium-village” project which will include 3,000 affordable
housing units, a hotel with the usual retail and office space. Not
far from the planned stadium are plenty of hotels and motels
because people travel to vacation in Hawaii for beaches and
surfing, not high school football. But the planned hotel is there
for high school teams that might play in the facility. The National
Football League is not returning to play a Pro Bowl in Hawaii
although if local promoters come up with enough money, there could
be an NFL preseason contest at the stadium.

There is one item about the planned
stadium-village worth examining. The claim. The New Aloha Stadium
Entertainment District is expected to provide over 12,000 full and
part-time jobs to local residents, with an estimated personal
earnings around $600 million. Where did the planners get the figure
of 12,000 jobs? What kind of jobs will be created? Minimum wage
positions or good paying jobs? Stadium-villages generally create
low wage jobs.


Where Is The Funding For The Buffalo Bills
Proposed Stadium?

January 29, 2022

In 1984, there was a hamburger chain that
aired a commercial featuring an older woman played by Clara Peller
that asked. "Where's the beef?" The National Football League’s
Buffalo Bills franchise and New York State officials have
apparently decided on building a new facility for the team adjacent
to the Bills present home in Orchard Park. But there is the
question that needs to be asked. “Where is the beef or money
allocated for construction? It is not in New York Governor Kathy
Hochul’s $216.3 billion budget proposal. Initially, the Bills
ownership was going to ask New York State taxpayers to pick up a
large portion of the estimated $1.4 billion cost to build a
60,000-seat facility in Orchard Park. The negotiations between the
franchise owners, New York State and Erie County officials are
ongoing. Hochul is a new face at the bargaining table. Hochul is
running for governor and the Bills stadium might become a campaign
issue. Buffalo is a small regional market that includes Rochester
and Syracuse, New York and parts of southern Ontario including
Toronto and Hamilton.

The Buffalo market is not big enough to
handle an NFL franchise. There aren’t many Fortune 500 companies in
the area and that is problematic. In 1959, when Ralph Wilson
purchased an American Football League franchise and placed it in
Buffalo, instead of Miami, the area had heavy industry, steel
mills, flour plants and a major port. Wilson only paid $25,000 for
the business. The Bills’ lease to use the Orchard Park facility
ends in 2023. Former Governor Andrew Cuomo was in the Bills
ownership camp in 2012 with a new lease agreement which included
renovations and taxpayers handing over a couple of million dollars
annually to Bills owners. Bills ownership has claimed all it wants
is an Orchard Park stadium that would open in 2027. Where is the
beef?


The NFL's Big Bounce Back

January 30, 2021

The National Football League has somehow
swept the concussion issue, Colin Kaepernick’s blackballing after
he took a knee during the national anthem, and a presidential
bashing of its product under the rug. The league’s 2022 four
conference playoff games averaged about 37.1 million viewers, a 21
percent increase over the same round last year. TV networks and
streaming services are willing to throw big money at the NFL’s only
product, games, because advertisers are willing to pay big bucks to
reach the male demographic. A few years ago, before the Supreme
Court of the United States legalized sports betting, the league was
reeling from players arrests, Kaepernick’s protest, franchise
movement with Stan Kroenke taking his Rams to the Los Angeles
market from St. Louis, Dean Spanos moving his Chargers from San
Diego to the Los Angeles market and Mark Davis relocating from
Oakland to Las Vegas.

The National Football League bounce back is
not unusual. The NFL never has had a concrete business plan. For
instance, the four teams vying for the 2022 Super Bowl. None of
them started out as NFL teams. The Inglewood, California-based Los
Angeles Rams started life in the second American Football League in
1936 and the team moved into the NFL in 1937, moved to LA in 1946
and that happened only because the owner Daniel Reeves hired Negro
players. Carroll Rosenbloom moved his Rams to Anaheim in 1980 then
there was the move to St. Louis in 1995 and back to the LA market
in 2016. The San Francisco 49ers started in the All-America
Football Conference in 1946 and the team was allowed to join the
NFL in 1950. The Kansas City Chiefs started life as the Dallas
Texans in the fourth AFL in 1960 and moved to Missouri in 1963.
Cincinnati was an AFL expansion team starting in 1968. Getting
lucky made the NFL.


Neither The Owners Nor The Players Are In A
Hurry To Get A New Collective Bargaining Agreement

January 31, 2022

The collective bargaining talks between the
Major League Baseball owners and the Major League Baseball Players
Association are moving along at a snail’s pace, after all there is
no urgency at the moment. The start of spring training is still
weeks away and no one is losing money as of yet. When getting a new
agreement becomes urgent and for the start of spring training that
would be the first week of February and for the start of the
regular season, that would be at the end of February, there will be
some urgency. People will start losing money if spring training is
locked out, the owners pick up what amounts to small change during
that time and for the players, that would be the start of the
regular season. But some time is needed for the players to get
ready for the season so the players probably would want a deal done
by the end of February.

There is a third party that is not at the
negotiating table but has a significant stake in the outcome of the
talks. All of the municipalities that host spring training
baseball. Communities in Florida and Arizona as well as state
officials have sunk billions of dollars into building spring
training complexes for the 30 teams. Cities and states, Florida and
Arizona compete for teams and yet you hear nothing, no pressure at
all on both sides from people who put up public money to build
stadiums and related spring training needs for the franchises. The
spring training backers like to point out how much money baseball
teams bring to a community. With the loss of tourism money, you
would think the politicians and business leaders in Arizona and
Florida would be applying a great deal of pressure on both sides
but they are mute when they should be screaming.


February, 2022: Brian Flores launched a class
action suit against the NFL alleging racial discrimination in
hiring coaches. Daniel Snyder rebrands his NFL team and a
Congressional roundtable unveils more allegations of sexual
misconduct in Snyder’s business’ workplace. The 2022 Beijing
Olympics event takes place. MLB is rocked by admission of cocaine
and opioid usage by players in a federal trial.


It's Almost Rebranding Time For Daniel
Snyder

February 1, 2022

It is almost here, February 2nd, the
rebranding day for Daniel Snyder’s National Football League’s
Washington Football Team. Snyder could maintain the name or just
opt for a new brand name like the Washington Armada, or Presidents,
or Brigade, or Redhawks, or Commanders, or Defenders. The RedWolves
and Wolves are out of contention because of trademark problems. The
name and team logo are sales points for the business which is why
it has taken 18 months to find a name.

On April Fool’s Day 1987, Major League
Baseball Commissioner Peter Ueberroth tossed out a notion looking
for an answer at a function announcing that MLB had a new film
partner. On that April 1st date, Ueberroth had a simple but complex
question. What is the most important asset for any sports team? Any
sports league? Ueberroth’s answer? The logo or the brand name.
Ueberroth’s logic was simple, owners come and go, front office
personnel come and go. Players, no matter how important to a team’s
success or how beloved, come and go. The logo and the name remain
long after everyone else comes and goes. It is a complicated
business to rebrand. The Washington team founder George Preston
Marshall just named his Boston team the Braves in 1932 and changed
the name in 1933. He kept the name when he moved the team to
Washington in 1937. Marshall’s team name became inappropriate and
was dropped in 2020. Snyder won’t have to worry about the new name
or logo and sales. He has a loyal fan base who will buy
merchandise. The brand and the logo are the most important things a
team name has. Snyder’s rebranding celebration may be short-lived
though. Some of his former employees will be meeting soon with
members of Congress talking about sexual misconduct that allegedly
took place under Snyder’s watch.


The Beijing Olympics Has Many Political
Subplots

February 2, 2022

Welcome to the 2022 Beijing Olympics where
Omicron is an issue and politics is sweeping the Gold, Silver and
Bronze medals on the Olympics stage. The United States Congress
wants to know a little bit about the Olympics coverage that Comcast
through NBC and its various cable TV networks and its streaming
service is providing to consumers. House Republicans sent a letter
to Comcast asking "about the level of influence the Chinese
Communist Party and the International Olympic Committee has in
NBC's 2022 Winter Olympics programming." Here is an answer, a lot.
NBC is not going to upset its Olympic partners even though it is
paying billions of dollars for the American rights to the Games.
More than likely, NBC will try to sidestep China’s human rights
issues particularly when it comes to the Uyghurs.
Comcast-NBCUniversal said its plans to present "geopolitical"
issues, but the Olympics is entertainment so the soap opera-like
stories about athletes take front and center stage.

The geopolitical aspect is more interesting
than the athletic competition. Ukraine has told its athletes not to
mingle with Russians. The president of the Czech Republic Miloš
Zeman is more interested in scolding political leaders of countries
who are protesting the opening ceremonies with a diplomatic boycott
of the event which includes the United States. Zeman said "I am
fundamentally opposed to the misuse of the Olympic idea for
political purposes." Australia, Belgium, Britain, Canada, Denmark,
Lithuania and New Zealand political leaders won’t be at the opening
ceremonies. International Olympic Committee President Thomas Bach
in October 2021 op ed piece complaining about politics taking over
the Olympic movement. “The Olympic Games are not about politics.
The International Olympic Committee, as a civil non-governmental
organization, is strictly politically neutral at all times.” Bach
is wrong. The Olympics is about politics always.


Brian Flores Is Never Going To Work In This
Town Again

February 3, 2022

Brian Flores has more than likely committed
career suicide. He filed a class action complaint against the
National Football League alleging the New York Giants organization
held a “sham” interview for him when the team was looking for a new
coach after firing Joe Judge to comply with the league’s Rooney
Rule. The NFL mandates that minority candidates must be given an
opportunity to compete for a head coaching job. Flores’ legal
action would be enough to get him booted out permanently as you
don’t cross NFL owners. But another part of the suit goes right to
the heart of the NFL’s integrity. Flores claimed that Miami
Dolphins owner Stephen Ross told him to purposely lose games so
that the team would get a higher draft pick. Sports leagues sell
the product, games, as a bona fide competition and that is the
keystone position which allows legalized sports gambling.

“In reality, the writing had been on the wall
since Mr. Flores’ first season as Head Coach of the Dolphins, when
he refused his owner’s directive to “tank” for the first pick in
the draft. Indeed, during the 2019 season, Miami’s owner, Stephen
Ross, told Mr. Flores that he would pay him $100,000 for every
loss, and the team’s General Manager, Chris Grier, told Mr. Flores
that “Steve” was “mad” that Mr. Flores’ success in winning games
that year was “compromising draft position. Mr. Flores’ only
failure to collaborate was his refusal to tank the 2019 season as
had been requested by Mr. Ross. When he refused, and then
over-performed and led the team to winning records in two
consecutive seasons with a roster few experts predicted could do
so—he was fired.” Law enforcement personnel not the league lead the
investigation into Ross because you can’t trust the NFL to police
itself.


Is the Denver Broncos Franchise Worth $4
Billion?

February 4, 2022

It is a rare occurrence when a National
Football League team is for sale. But that appears to be the case
as the people running The Patrick D. Bowlen Trust, the ownership
group of the Denver Broncos, have decided to hire an investment
firm, Allen & Co., to explore the options in the possible sale
of the business. Whoever is interested in buying the Denver Broncos
business better have some serious cash. It may take as much as $4
billion to get the franchise. The Denver business could be the
first NFL franchise to be on the market since 2017. Carolina owner
Jerry Richardson ran into problems when he was accused of sexual
misconduct and uttering a racial slur about a scout. Richardson
announced he would step aside and sell the business in December of
2017. David Tepper purchased the franchise for $2.2 billion six
months later. In 1993, Richardson and his partners paid $140
million for the right to own an expansion franchise in Charlotte,
North Carolina. The NFL expanded by two markets that year,
Jacksonville, Florida backers also paid $140 million. The two
franchises hit the field in 1995.

The cost of an NFL franchise quickly
accelerated after that. In 1998, Al Lerner paid $530 million for
the Cleveland expansion franchise. Jimmy Haslam would buy the
Cleveland franchise in 2012 for $1.58 billion. In 1999, Robert
McNair purchased the right to operate a Houston franchise in the
NFL for a record $700 million expansion fee. The first
billion-dollar transaction was in 2009 when Stephen Ross paid a
little more than a billion dollars buying Wayne Huizenga’s Miami
Dolphins business. There are a number of people who apparently are
interested in the Broncos business. NFL teams are profitable thanks
to numerous revenue streams. Denver is a good middle size market
but is the business worth $4 billion?


Arizona Coyotes 5,000-Seat Arena Solution Is
Not A New Idea

February 5, 2022
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