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This book was written to guide you into the truth that a pre-tribulation rapture is a false teaching. It is more than just a false teaching; it is a very dangerous theory that spreads heresy throughout the church. Just because it is the most popular idea about the rapture, does not mean it is the correct idea. This book gives you a starting point for your own future studies on this topic.

The most important thing you can do for yourself is to study this topic in your own bible and find out what God has to say on this matter. What has he had recorded for us that will lead us to the truth? Too many people leave this research to the leaders of their church and hope they will get it right. But what if they do not get it right? They will lead you and the rest of their congregation to believe a lie that could easily cause you to lose your salvation. 

When the time of the tribulation arrives, and the rapture has not happened, and you find yourself still here, on the earth and have not been raptured to Heaven, what will you be thinking? If you honestly believe in a pre-tribulation rapture, you will be disappointed in God, perceiving that He has failed to protect them. Instead of realising they were lied to and lead astray. Many will be in danger of rejecting God because of their disappointment with what they may see as a failure of God to protect them. Therefore, a correct understanding of when the rapture will occur is essential to prepare you for living through the tribulation and trusting God.

How could people not be disappointed in God when they have believed this lie, and now find they are living in the tribulation? They were expecting to be raptured before this time, a guarantee given to them by their ministers, so when this rapture fails to happen, many will give up on God believing He has not kept His promise. Maybe even thinking God does not have the power or the ability to perform the rapture. If this is the case, then their faith in God will be shaken and they may just walk away from their beliefs.

If you do not look into the idea of a pre-tribulation rapture, then you may believe the lie and not realise that God has never made such a promise. But he has promised us we will go through the tribulation.

You owe it to yourself to research this most important matter yourself. Do not rely on what anyone else will tell you. Your salvation is much too important to make that mistake.
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One of the most vital things to learn, and remember, is the fact that the dead will rise first. We learn this from 1Th 4:16-18.


1Th 4:16  For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 

1Th 4:17  After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever. 

1Th 4:18  Therefore encourage one another with these words. 


These three verses are very important to understand. Listen to verse 1 again.


1Th 4:16  For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 


The last part of this verse tells us the dead in Christ will rise first. Keep this thought in mind as we look again at verse 17.


1Th 4:17  After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever. 


We understand it is only after the dead have risen that those who are still alive at Christ's return will rise to meet Jesus in the clouds. We cannot rise before the dead have risen. This is abundantly clear in these verses. So, to find out when the rapture will happen, we must first find out when the dead are resurrected. Listen to the conversation between Jesus and Martha when Martha’s brother Lazarus died.


Joh 11:23  Jesus said to her, "Your brother will rise again." 

Joh 11:24  Martha answered, "I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day." 


So we can confidently know this is when the dead will come to life. It will be at the last day. Now, how can this last day be prior to the tribulation? We understand the tribulation is seven years long. Therefore, this last day must be after the tribulation, otherwise it cannot be the last day! This last day is the last day of the tribulation, the day Jesus Christ returns in all power and glory.

If you doubt this, then listen to Rev 20:1-5


Rev 20:1  And I saw an angel coming down out of heaven, having the key to the Abyss and holding in his hand a great chain. 

Rev 20:2  He seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the devil, or Satan, and bound him for a thousand years. 


Let me stop here and explain these first 2 verses. We know Satan will not be bound until Jesus returns. He will be extremely active during the entire time of the tribulation, and especially in the last 3 and a half years. Therefore, everything that follows these verses must happen after Jesus has returned. Now listen to the last three verses and especially the last 2. From Rev 23:3-5.


Rev 20:3  He threw him into the Abyss, and locked and sealed it over him, to keep him from deceiving the nations anymore until the thousand years were ended. After that, he must be set free for a short time. 

Rev 20:4  I saw thrones on which were seated those who had been given authority to judge. And I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded because of their testimony about Jesus and because of the word of God. They had not worshiped the beast or its image and had not received its mark on their foreheads or their hands. They came to life and reigned with Christ a thousand years. 

Rev 20:5  (The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were ended.) This is the first resurrection. 


They came to life; and were resurrected from the dead. This is after Jesus has returned, and verse 5 clearly tells us this is the first resurrection of the dead. Therefore, there cannot be a rapture of the living before this time. The only way that could happen is if there are 2 resurrections from the dead. But you will not find this idea anywhere in the bible. There is only one resurrection, and that is after Jesus has returned. This can only mean the rapture must also occur after Jesus has returned.


Rev 20 is proof positive that the living rise to be with Jesus when he returns, not before.


For more proof, consider this. Those who turn to Jesus, and give their lives for him during the tribulation, would not have a part of the first resurrection, if indeed the first resurrection happened prior to the tribulation starting. Therefore, their resurrection would not be until a thousand years later, as we see in Rev 20:5. And if there was a rapture prior to the tribulation, then this must be when the dead in Christ rise because they are to rise before the living rise to be with Christ. You cannot have it both ways, and the bible is very clear on when the first resurrection happens.
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