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Introduction

Hello and welcome to The Book Lover’s Quiz Book 2. In this book you will find twenty-four quizzes about books, books and only books. Bookworm, you are home! No need to worry if you don’t have the first book, you’ll get the gist in no time – I mean, you’re missing out on more glorious quizzing, but not missing anything plot-wise if you start here.

Let me give you a brief history of how we got here. I love books and I love quizzes, and so do you, but we don’t get enough pure book quizzing service. I assume you agree! I started doing a monthly book quiz at The Betsey Trotwood, a pub in Farringdon, London, in March 2019. This led to my first book-quiz book, which was published in November 2020, and now you’re holding the second. Quizzing also entered the virtual medium due to necessity through 2020 and beyond, before happily resuming in person. I’ve hit the road, too, and met bookish quizzers throughout the land at some fantastic festivals. The reactions have been wonderful and informed the writing of book two. Thank you to all who have come out to be challenged! I’ve put more clues into this book and, I think, made it just a little easier – feel free to let me know if you agree or not. It’s still challenging, of course; it’s for true book lovers.

It’s hard for me to express, as a long-time book lover, how thrilling it is to see a book with my name on it in an actual bookshop. It gives me immense joy every time, and I’m sure it always will. It’s so heartening when someone reaches out to me online or tells me at a live quiz that they’ve enjoyed book one, and that they’ve been doing the quizzes with family or friends. It makes the many hours of head-scratching while writing the quizzes worthwhile.

This book follows the same pattern as book one; there are set rounds and changeable ones to keep it fresh. That applies to the picture rounds this time too. Half of the quizzes have a ‘Say What You See’ round featuring visual representations of book titles, and the other half have ‘Bad Cover Versions’ – for those I’ve drawn the covers, to the best of my ability (I am not an artist!). I’ve chosen the cover I think is either most well-known or gives you the most clues. I’ve also added the original year of publication as an extra clue. There’s a Christmas quiz (Quiz Number 24) and this time there’s a Halloween special too (Quiz Number 13, of course).

There’s a generic answer sheet that you can download and print out if you want to play the quizzes in groups, which I recommend. You’ll find it on my website at gpwigglesworth.co.uk – head there for live quiz updates and other news. I’m on Twitter and Instagram as @gpwigglesworth – come and say hello!

Thanks for reading this and I hope you enjoy the book.

Happy quizzes, book whizzes!




Quiz Number 1

Round 1, This and That . . . All the questions in this round are worth 1 point except questions 4, 7 and 8, which are worth 2; and question 10, which is worth 5.

1. The First Question – Which of these first novels was published first: A) White Teeth by Zadie Smith, B) The Secret History by Donna Tartt or C) The God of Small Things by Arundhati Roy?

2. Anagram – The anagram is always an author’s name: WITHHOLDS ONE ACE

3. Book Quote – Can you name the book this quote comes from? ‘Just because we happen not to have actually seen something with our own two little winkles, we think it is not existing.’ Is that from: A) The Hobbit by J. R. R. Tolkien, B) The BFG by Roald Dahl, C) The Colour of Magic by Terry Pratchett or D) The God Delusion by Richard Dawkins?

4. Odd One Out – Which of the following is not a Mick Herron book from his ‘Slough House’ series? Have a bonus point if you know the author of the red herring. Is it: A) Slow Horses, B) Real Tigers, C) Dead Lions or D) Black Dogs?

5. Which nineteenth-century female author also published lurid romantic books (known as ‘sensation novels’) under the pen name A. M. Barnard?

6. Fact or Fiction – Which of the following is true about Jo Nesbø: A) in the 1980s Jo Nesbø was the host of Norway’s version of the darts-based quiz show Bullseye (or Midt I Blinken! as it’s known there), B) in the 1980s Jo Nesbø was a (highly rated) footballer who played for Norwegian side Molde FK or C) in the 1980s Jo Nesbø was the drummer in an A-ha tribute band called ‘Take on Them’?

7. That is the Question – Complete this Shakespeare quotation (the number of words needed is in parenthesis; give yourself a bonus point if you know the play): ‘Now is the winter . . .’ (three words)

8. Rhyming Books – I will give you the authors and the initials of the titles, just tell me the names of the books that rhyme. A point for each: Wilkie Collins TWIW – Hilary Mantel TMATL

9. What Year? – In what year did these literary events take place? Published this year: Louis de Bernières’s Captain Corelli’s Mandolin, Jonathan Coe’s What a Carve Up, Elizabeth Wurtzel’s Prozac Nation and John Berendt’s Midnight in the Garden of Good and Evil. James Kelman wins the Booker for How Late It Was, How Late. Derek Jarman, Dennis Potter, Charles Bukowski and Ralph Ellison all pass away and Heartstopper author Alice Oseman is born.

10. A Famous Five – Can you name five Mr Men and/or Little Misses with a four-letter surname? There are eighteen to choose from. Five guesses only, a point for each one you know.

Round 2, Part A) Snuck in the Middle of Two – I will give you two authors and a word that links their books (it ends one title and starts the other). Name the two books and get a point for each.

11. The word is ‘COLD’ and the authors are John le Carré and Stella Gibbons.

12. The word is ‘DEATH’ and the authors are Salena Godden and Andrey Kurkov.

13. The word is ‘TIME’ and the authors are Zadie Smith and Ross Welford.

14. The word is ‘LOVE’ and the authors are Anaïs Nin and Gabriel García Márquez.

15. The word is ‘LIFE’ and the authors are Hanya Yanagihara and Kate Atkinson.

Round 2, Part B) Two of a Kind – I will describe an author and a book that share the same initials: name both, a point for each. If you know one that should help with the other.

16. Author: An English author born in India in 1903 – I want his pen name, but his given name was Eric Arthur Blair. His first published book was Down and Out in Paris and London. His other books include Keep the Aspidistra Flying and The Road to Wigan Pier. He died in 1950, seven months after his most famous book was published. Book: The book that shares his initials is the 1990 book by Neil Gaiman and Terry Pratchett that concerns the coming of the end times and an angel and a demon’s attempts to prevent that. It was televised in 2019.

17. Author: This poet and author was born in Nigeria in 1959 – he’s probably best known for his 1991 novel The Famished Road that won the Booker Prize. His other novels include The Freedom Artist and The Last Gift of the Master Artists. Book: The novel that shares his initials is the debut novel by Harriet Tyce from 2019. A psychological thriller, the plot revolves around Alison, a criminal barrister with a drink problem, who is having an affair. At the beginning of the book, she is given her first murder case.

18. Author: An American poet born in 1830 – not well known in her lifetime but now considered one of the most important figures in American poetry. Her poems include ‘“Hope” is the thing with feathers’, ‘Because I Could Not Stop for Death’ and ‘Success is Counted Sweetest’. Book: The book that shares her initials is the 2020 novel by Alex Pavesi. In it an editor tracks down a reclusive author whose early work is about to be republished; the work contains the author’s set number of rules that he insists all murder mysteries abide by. But all may not be as it seems.

19. Author: A German author born in 1944 – best known for his 1995 novel The Reader that was adapted into a 2008 film starring Kate Winslet. The Reader was the first German novel to reach the top of the New York Times bestseller list. Book: The novel that shares his initials is the 2020 Booker Prize-shortlisted debut novel by Avni Doshi. It was first published in 2019 in India with the title Girl in White Cotton. The book centres on Antara’s difficult relationship with her ailing mother.

20. Author: An English author born in 1966. Successful from the off, his debut novel Starter for Ten was made into a film in 2006 starring James McAvoy. His later novels include the hugely popular One Day and Us. Book: The book that shares his initials is a James Bond novel by Ian Fleming. Although the sixth Bond book to be published, it was the first to hit the big screen, starring Sean Connery. In the book, Bond travels to Jamaica where he meets Honeychile Rider before being captured, escaping, and killing the titular villain.

Round 3, Part A) Blankety Books – Find the missing word for a point. There is always a theme and this quiz the theme is . . . days of the week.

21. Mothering [Blank] by Graham Swift

22. Blue [Blank] by Nicci French

23. [Blanks] with Morrie by Mitch Albom

24. The Man Who Was [Blank] by G. K. Chesterton

25. [Blank] Night Lights by H. G. Bissinger

Round 3, Part B) One-star Review – I will give you part of an online one-star review: just choose the correct book they are describing for a point. (These excerpts are as written, they are uncorrected!)

26. Here is the one-star review: ‘Page upon page about a whinging man baby who needs to grow up and take responsibility for his life’. Is that a one-star review of A) The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald, B) Billy Liar by Keith Waterhouse or C) Spare by Prince Harry?

27. Here is the one-star review: ‘About a boy who gets into crime and blames others when he gets caught . . . “Said a bloke with a dog made him do it”.’ Is that a one-star review of A) The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Nighttime by Mark Haddon, B) Oliver Twist by Charles Dickens or C) The Wasp Factory by Iain Banks?

28. Here is the one-star review: ‘In the end all I can say to truly show how I feel about this novel is that this book BORED me. 177 pages of art that is “quite useless”.’ Is that a one-star review of: A) The Goldfinch by Donna Tartt, B) The Picture of Dorian Gray by Oscar Wilde or C) The Girl with the Pearl Earring by Tracy Chevalier?

29. Here is the one-star review: ‘the “hero” is a sociopathic, schizoid sex maniac with very little depth to his character who is impossible to take to, the lead love female character is a sad individual completely controlled by this maniac who frankly in this day and age is an insult to women everywhere’. Is that a one-star review of A) The Time Traveller’s Wife by Audrey Niffenegger, B) Normal People by Sally Rooney or C) Fifty Shades of Grey by E. L. James?

30. Here is the one-star review: ‘I decided to read it because I heard it was banned in a lot of American schools but to be honest you’re not missing anything, the whole thing sounds like it’s written by Mr Burns from the Simpsons if he was trying to sound young and cool.’ Is that a one-star review of A) The Perks of Being a Wallflower by Stephen Chbosky, B) A Clockwork Orange by Anthony Burgess or C) The Catcher in the Rye by J. D. Salinger?

Round 4, Part A) Literature Links and Lists – Solve these novel conundrums for a point each.

31. What drink is Hot for Deborah Levy, Rainbow for Paul Mendez and Black for Elif Shafak?

32. Which Jacqueline Wilson character appears in Sapphire Battersea, Emerald Star, Diamond and Little Stars?

33. Put these three books in publication order, from earliest to latest for a point: The Outsider by Stephen King, The Outsiders by S. E. Hinton and The Outsider by Albert Camus.

34. Which 1851 novel connects DJ Richard Melville Hall, author Ray Bradbury and the coffee chain Starbucks?

35. What first name is shared by crime writers Robinson, May, Lovesey and James?

Round 4, Part B) ABC – The first letter of the answer follows the first letter of the previous answer. So, if the answer to question 36 is Apple the answer to 37 will begin with B and so on . . . a point for each correct answer.

36. What word completes titles for Edith Wharton, Agatha Christie, Michael Connelly and Orhan Pamuk?

37. Which island appears in the title of a 1936 novel by Daphne du Maurier?

38. How to Be Invisible is the collected lyrics of which singer-songwriter?

39. Hannah Gold won the 2022 Waterstones Children’s Book of the Year with The ‘what’ Bear?

40. Which character in Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet as he lies dying jokes, ‘Ask for me tomorrow, and you shall find me a grave man.’

Finally, there are eight ‘Bad Cover Versions’ (book covers that I’ve drawn). Identify the book and the author for a point each.

Total up your answers and see how you scored.

The highest score possible on this quiz is 73.

Thanks for playing!
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The Answers

1. B) The Secret History, 1992 (The God of Small Things, 1997; White Teeth, 2000)

2. Colson Whitehead

3. B) The BFG by Roald Dahl

4. D) Black Dogs by Ian McEwan

5. Louisa May Alcott

6. B) He was a footballer, and only stopped playing due to injury*

7. ‘of our discontent’ from Richard III

8. The Woman in White – The Mirror and the Light

9. 1994†

10. Mr – Bump, Snow, Lazy, Mean, Rush, Tall, Busy, Slow, Cool, Rude, and Good; Little Miss – Neat, Tiny, Late, Star, Busy, Wise, and Tidy

11. The Spy Who Came in from the COLD Comfort Farm

12. Mrs Death Misses DEATH and the Penguin

13. Swing TIME Travelling with a Hamster

14. A Spy in the House of LOVE in the Time of Cholera‡

15. A Little LIFE After Life

16. George Orwell and Good Omens

17. Ben Okri and Blood Orange

18. Emily Dickinson and Eight Detectives

19. Bernard Schlink and Burnt Sugar

20. David Nicholls and Dr No

21. Sunday

22. Monday

23. Tuesdays

24. Thursday

25. Friday

26. C) Spare by Prince Harry

27. B) Oliver Twist by Charles Dickens

28. B) The Picture of Dorian Gray by Oscar Wilde

29. A) The Time Traveller’s Wife by Audrey Niffenegger

30. C) The Catcher in the Rye by J. D. Salinger

31. Milk

32. Hetty Feather

33. The Outsider by Albert Camus (1942), The Outsiders by S. E. Hinton (1967), The Outsider by Stephen King (2018)

34. Moby Dick – DJ Richard Melville Hall is better known as ‘Moby’ – he is distantly related to Herman Melville; Starbucks is named after a character in Moby Dick*; and Ray Bradbury wrote the screenplay to John Huston’s film version of Moby Dick

35. Peter

36. Innocence (The Age of Innocence by Edith Wharton, Ordeal by Innocence by Agatha Christie, The Law of Innocence by Michael Connelly and The Museum of Innocence by Orhan Pamuk)

37. Jamaica (Jamaica Inn)

38. Kate Bush

39. Last

40. Mercutio

41. Small Island – Andrea Levy

42. Now We Shall Be Entirely Free – Andrew Miller

43. Excellent Women – Barbara Pym

44. Less – Andrew Sean Greer

45. Tipping the Velvet – Sarah Waters

46. Small Pleasures – Clare Chambers

47. A Man Called Ove – Fredrik Backman

48. I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings – Maya Angelou

 

________________

* He isn’t in an A-ha tribute band but he is lead singer with the very popular band, Di Derre, which translates as ‘Those Guys’.

† The Booker winner is not a unanimous decision. One of the judges, Rabbi Julia Neuberger, declares it ‘a disgrace’ and leaves the event, later calling the book ‘crap’.

‡ In 1976 Gabriel García Márquez was punched in the face by fellow Nobel Prize in Literature winner, Mario Vargas Llosa, blacking his eye. Llosa accused Márquez of coming on to his wife – which Márquez denied. The previously friendly pair never made up.

* Starbucks was originally going to be called either ‘Cargo House’ or ‘Pequod’ after Captain Ahab’s ship in Moby Dick.




Quiz Number 2

Round 1, This and That . . . All the questions in this round are worth 1 point, except questions 4, 7 and 8, which are worth 2, and question 10, which is worth 5.

1. The First Question – Which of these ‘Little’ books were published first: A) The Little Stranger by Sarah Waters, B) The Little Friend by Donna Tartt or C) The Little Paris Bookshop by Nina George?

2. Anagram – The anagram is always an author’s name: LARGER ELF AMIGO

3. Book Quote – Can you name the book this quote comes from? ‘You never know what worse luck your bad luck has saved you from.’ Is it from: A) The Catcher in the Rye by J. D. Salinger, B) No Country for Old Men by Cormac McCarthy, C) Fight Club by Chuck Palahniuk or D) Must the Show Go On? by Les Dennis?

4. Odd One Out – Which of the following is not a Robert Harris book? Have a bonus point if you know the author of the red herring. Is it: A) Lustrum, B) Pompeii, C) Citadel or D) Imperium?

5. Which Enid Blyton character is known in France as Oui-Oui?

6. Fact or Fiction – Which of the following is true about Norman Mailer? Is it: A) in 2004 Norman Mailer (then eighty-one) challenged Muhammad Ali (then sixty-two) to a boxing match after Ali criticised Mailer’s 1975 book The Fight; B) in 2004 Norman Mailer returned the Pulitzer Prize he won for The Executioner’s Song purely because he disliked that year’s winner (The Known World by Edward P. Jones) so much; C) in 2004 Norman Mailer appeared as himself in an episode of TV show Gilmore Girls called ‘Norman Mailer, I’m Pregnant!’?

7. That is the Question – Complete this Shakespeare quotation (the number of words needed is in parenthesis); give yourself a bonus point if you know the play: ‘Brevity is . . .’ (four words)

8. Rhyming Books – I will give you the authors and the initials of the titles, just tell me the names of the books that rhyme. A point for each: Peter Carey THOTKG – Ian Fleming CCBB

9. What Year? – In what year did these literary events take place? Published this year: The Commitments by Roddy Doyle, Patriot Games by Tom Clancy, Misery by Stephen King and Knots and Crosses (first of the ‘Inspector Rebus’ novels) by Ian Rankin. James Baldwin and Alistair MacLean both pass away. And Tom Wolfe is paid a record $5 million for the film rights to The Bonfire of the Vanities – the film would go on to gross only $15 million in total.

10. A Famous Five – Can you name five That’s Not My . . . books with subjects that begin with the letter B? There are eight possible answers (at the time of writing – taken from the Usborne website). A point for each you know.

Round 2, Part A) Call Me . . . Erm, Thingy – Fill in the missing word from the famous first line. Name the book and the author for extra points. 3 points per question available.

11. ‘It was a bright cold day in [blank], and the clocks were striking thirteen.’

12. ‘The [blank] is a foreign country; they do things differently there.’

13. ‘It was a queer, sultry summer, the summer they [blank] the Rosenbergs, and I didn’t know what I was doing in New York.’

14. ‘In a hole in the ground there lived a [blank].’

15. ‘It was the day my grandmother [blank].’

Round 2, Part B) Two of a Kind – I will describe an author and a book that share the same initials: name both, a point for each. If you know one that should help with the other.

16. Author: An English author born in 1970 who shot to fame with his debut novel The Beach, he now writes and directs films and TV shows including Ex Machina and Devs. Book: The 2001 novel by Neil Gaiman focusing on the mysterious ex-convict Shadow. It won numerous prizes including the Hugo, Locust, Nebula and Bram Stoker best novel awards. The book has been televised, starring Ricky Whittle and Ian McShane.

17. Author: An Irish author born in 1955, he has been shortlisted for the Booker twice, once for A Long Long Way and then again for The Secret Scripture. He was also the first author to win the Costa prize twice; his second win was for Days Without End. Book: The debut novel by Douglas Stuart that claimed the Booker Prize in 2020. The book is set on a housing estate in Glasgow in the 1980s where the titular character lives with his alcoholic mother.

18. Author: An American author born in 1970. Her debut novel was 2002’s Leaving Atlanta and three more followed, including 2011’s Silver Sparrow, but it was her 2018 book An American Marriage that brought her to a wider audience. It was chosen for Oprah Winfrey’s book club and in 2019 won the Women’s Prize for Fiction. Book: The book that shares her initials is the debut novel by Milan Kundera – published in 1967. It details how a student called Ludvik Jahn derails his life with an inappropriate and ultimately unfortunate moment of irreverence.

19. Author: An English author born in 1964 whose novel Golden Hill won the first novel Costa in 2016. His 2021 book Light Perpetual was longlisted for the 2021 Booker Prize. Book: The children’s classic from 1964 by Jeff Brown in which the titular character is squashed paper thin – remarkably he survives, and adventures ensue.

20. Author: A Zambia-born South African author, born in 1933, best known for his historical fiction, the Courtney novels, the Ballantyne series and the ancient Egypt series. Extremely popular, at the time of his death in 2021 he had sold over 140 million copies of his books worldwide. Book: The 1991 family history by Jung Chang, subtitled Three Daughters of China, that tells her own story as well as her mother’s and her grandmother’s. It won the NCR Book Award in 1992 and was the British Book of the Year in 1993.

Round 3, Part A) Blankety Books – Find the missing word for a point. There is always a theme and this quiz the theme is . . . two-word music acts that begin with the word ‘The’.

21. A [Blank] of Kings by George R



























































The Answers
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