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Team History: Inception and Early Years
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●  The Seattle Mariners were established in 1977.

●  The team was formed as a result of a lawsuit. Seattle had lost its first MLB team, the Pilots, to relocation (they became the Milwaukee Brewers). The city sued the American League for breach of contract and the creation of the Mariners was a settlement.

●  The Mariners played their first game on April 6, 1977, against the California Angels.

●  The team's first win came on April 10, 1977, against the Angels.

●  Ruppert Jones was the Mariners' first All-Star in 1977.

●  In their inaugural season, they finished with a record of 64-98.

●  Seattle's Kingdome was the Mariners' first home stadium.

●  The team's first manager was Darrell Johnson.

●  The Mariners didn't post a winning season until 1991, fourteen years after their inception.

●  The team's colors, navy blue and teal, symbolize the marine waters of the Pacific Northwest.

●  Dan Meyer led the team in RBIs during their first season with 90.

●  In 1980, the Mariners avoided 100 losses in a season for the first time.

●  The team's first No-Hitter came in 1984 by pitcher Randy Johnson.

●  Seattle's first Hall of Famer, Gaylord Perry, played for the Mariners in the early 1980s.

●  The Mariners were part of the Western Division of the American League from their inception.

●  In 1983, the team had a 60-win improvement from its inaugural season.

●  The 1989 Mariners team featured two future Hall of Famers: Randy Johnson and Ken Griffey Jr.

●  Ken Griffey Jr. made his debut in 1989 and hit a double in his first at-bat.

●  In their early years, the Mariners had a mascot named "The Mariner Moose" which is still their mascot today.

●  The Mariners were sold to George Argyros in 1981 and then to Jeff Smulyan in 1989.

●  In the late 1980s, the team saw the rise of stars such as Alvin Davis, Harold Reynolds, and Mark Langston.

●  One of the team's early slogans was "A whole new ballgame", which they started using in 1987.

●  In the early '80s, the Mariners drafted future superstar, Edgar Martinez.

●  1991 marked the team's first-ever winning season, finishing with an 83-79 record.

●  Despite their challenges, the Mariners developed a dedicated fan base from the very start, creating the foundation for the passionate fan culture Seattle is known for today.
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Team Mascot: Origins and Evolution
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●  The "Mariner Moose" is the official mascot of the Seattle Mariners.

●  The Mariner Moose made his debut in the early years of the franchise during the 1990s.

●  The idea of the Mariner Moose was inspired by a contest for children to come up with a team mascot in 1989.

●  Originally, the Moose was introduced riding on an ATV during games.

●  Over the years, the Moose has been involved in various humorous antics, including mock run-ins with outfield walls and opposing team mascots.

●  The Moose's popularity skyrocketed during the 1995 playoffs.

●  While the design of the Moose has evolved over time, his fun-loving nature and playful antics have remained consistent.

●  The Moose has his own "dugout" near the left-field foul pole, where he entertains fans during games.

●  In the 2000s, the Moose's ATV was swapped out for a more eco-friendly Segway.

●  The Mariner Moose's favorite snack? Moose Tracks ice cream, of course!

●  The Moose has made appearances in numerous community events and parades, spreading Mariners spirit.

●  He's known to "play" instruments, like the drums or air guitar, during game breaks.

●  The Mariner Moose has even gone "fishing" on the field, using a fishing rod to try to "catch" opposing team players.

●  He has a unique dance during the seventh inning stretch, always getting fans on their feet.

●  The Moose has "friends" visit during certain games, including other mascots from Seattle sports teams.

●  Over the years, various merchandise, including plush toys, hats, and t-shirts, have been created featuring the Mariner Moose.

●  The Moose was once "ejected" from a game for spraying an umpire with a water gun!

●  On special occasions, the Moose has been seen "parachuting" into the stadium.

●  He's known for his snowboarding and skiing antics during winter-themed promotions.

●  During the Christmas season, the Moose often dons a Santa hat and beard, spreading holiday cheer.

●  Fans can request a special visit from the Mariner Moose for birthdays or other special events.

●  Kids especially love the Moose's antics, and he often has special segments geared towards the younger audience.

●  He's not just limited to the baseball field; the Moose has been spotted at other sports events supporting Seattle teams.

●  The Moose has his own social media profiles where he shares his adventures and interacts with fans.

●  Over the years, the Mariner Moose has become one of the most beloved figures associated with the Mariners, symbolizing the fun and spirit of the team.
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