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Anastasia could not stand Victoria. She considered Victoria arrogant when she hadn’t the right to be, and a reckless buffoon to boot. At the last Blood Moon party, Victoria had made a fool of herself tripping over Nashira’s new plaything, and amazingly enough, so had the others, as if one mortal wasn’t the same as all the rest! Anastasia had seen nothing interesting about the young blonde with the innocent blue eyes. If anything, she considered her a bore and was much more interested in Elle, the ruthless dark-haired one who had been willing to sell her own friend in exchange for immortality. 

Elle was cold for a mortal and surprisingly cruel, watching without even blinking as the vampire coven drank young women until they were dead and staring. While there were many very cruel, very heartless mortals, most were frightened sheep who cowered and wept, even the cruelest among them, for even a murderer did fear for her own life. But not little Elle, who had watched calmly as Victoria killed a young girl on the very dancefloor of a nightclub. 

Elle, with her inscrutable dark eyes, watching the deaths of her fellow mortals and not caring – not caring for anything except her own survival. How Anastasia had wanted her, but as with everything Anastasia had ever wanted, Victoria had reached Elle first. And what was even more maddening, she hadn’t even been after Elle! Oh, no, Victoria had wanted Alice but had found herself with Elle clinging in desperation to her arm and had shrugged and taken Elle almost indifferently! 

There were times when Anastasia seriously considered leaving the coven. If she did, she could join another, find new hunting grounds with fresh faces, and put Victoria and the Blood Moon coven far behind her. Perhaps she could even start her own coven. She was bored with her cattle, bored with her manor on the hill. 

A young woman sat on the great four-poster bed. Her name was Penelope. She was very pretty, with long red hair and green eyes that were often frightened. The villagers had given her to Anastasia as part of the Pact, the terms being that she would leave their villagers unharmed so long as they sacrificed a woman to her once a year.

Penelope was soft and pretty and sweet and innocent, always leaping to obey, bowing, crawling. She was sweetly submissive in bed, spreading her little thighs on command, coyly unhooking her bra and letting it fall away, her young, high breasts heaving with anticipation as Anastasia leaned over her sex. 

So long had Penelope been Anastasia’s cattle, she knew Anastasia’s routine. Even now, she lay back on the red coverlet of Anastasia’s four-poster bed, her nightgown down around her shoulders so that her perky little breasts stood bare, her bare thighs up and spread. She was waiting, little face blushing from the wreath of her magnificent red curls, but Anastasia’s back was to her as she appraised herself in the tall mirror.

Like all vampires of the Old Blood, Anastasia was very tall and slender, with wide shoulders and narrow hips, the shape of which leant wonderfully to the cut of her gray suit. Beneath the blazer she wore a white shirt, the collar of which was open over a pink ascot. A matching pink flower was in the front pocket of the blazer, and her long, pale blonde hair had been swept to the side, so that it cloaked one side of her face. Her white nails had been trimmed square, and on her fingers were many gold rings.

Anastasia adjusted her ascot with great care, and when she looked at her face again, the glowing cat-eyes that gazed back at her were acid green. She glanced at Penelope through the mirror and noticed the girl was pouting on the bed.

“You can’t come with me,” Anastasia said, returning her attention to her ascot.

Penelope scowled. “Why? You never let me leave the manor!”

“Because then I would be forced babysit you all night,” said Anastasia wearily. “The others would try to have their way with you. You are very beautiful, my flower. You know this.” She noticed indifferently that Penelope blushed at her words.

Penelope flounced up from the bed with a bounce of her high breasts. Anastasia had not fed that night, so there was no blood to quicken her clitoris, no flush of arousal, only the maddening surge of bloodthirst as she watched Penelope’s reflection stamp at her across the deep red carpet.

Penelope stood beside Anastasia a moment, still pouting as she watched the towering vampire adjusting herself in the mirror. Finally, Penelope grabbed Anastasia by the shoulders, turned her around, and started adjusting the ascot for her. Anastasia allowed it to happen in weary defeat, gazing down at Penelope with soft affection. 

Anastasia had to admit that somewhere deep down, she had become fond of Penelope. It was uncommon that she keep the same cattle more than a mere two months, while other vampires often kept their cattle for years, sometimes decades. Penelope had been with Anastasia for one year already.

Penelope’s breasts were still bare, standing high, the pink nipples hard. Her skin was flushed with heat, with blood from her sudden rush across the room. Anastasia’s nostrils flared and the hunger sharpened in her.

“. . . can’t see why I couldn’t go to the club with you for once, just once!” Penelope was saying crossly. “I’m not afraid of the other vam—” 

The word was caught in Penelope’s throat when Anastasia grabbed the back of her neck and kissed her hard on the mouth. Anastasia’s other hand smoothed, firm and cold, up Penelope’s nightgown and over her hip, then suddenly snatched her near.

Penelope trembled, caught in Anastasia’s embrace. Her head tipped back as Anastasia’s frantic kisses trailed down her neck to her cleavage. The vampire’s lips suckled tenderly on Penelope’s rigid pink nipple, so that Penelope moaned and whispered her name, curling her little fingers in Anastasia’s pale hair. She was so small and frail and soft in Anastasia’s strong hands. One twist, and the woman’s body would have snapped in halves. Frightened, Anastasia was very gentle, even with her lips. She carefully released her mouth from the hard little nipple, leaving Penelope’s perky breast to wobble.

Anastasia’s eyes hooded as she looked at Penelope’s high breasts – so warm and plump and connected to the steady thrum of her excited heart – and with the snarl of a beast, she opened her mouth wide and sank her fangs in the swell of Penelope’s cleavage.

Penelope screamed softly, paralyzed in the wall of Anastasia’s hard embrace as the vampire sucked hard on her plump cleavage. She was quickly losing color and life and sounded as if she might faint, her little gasps growing weaker and fainter.

Anastasia carefully slid her fangs free and licked the blood from her lips, watching as Penelope slumped in her arms, her pretty lips twisted in a dazed smile.

Anastasia carried Penelope to the bed and sat her on it. “I did not mean to drink,” she apologized. “Your hot tits in my face, pumping with blood . . . You did that on purpose.”

Penelope smiled mischievously, curling a lick of red hair around her little finger. “Shall you take me tonight?” she
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