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“Why is this happening?” 

Those may have been Greg Hosa’s last audible words as Andrew Flentjar and Stacy Lea-Caton brutally forced him to the ground. The answer Flentjar gave would shock not just Hosa, but both of his attackers. For it was that response that would have allowed both Flentjar and Lea-Caton to realize that they were not part of the just cause they had believed themselves to be, but were in fact at the mercy of Kim Snibson’s deluded and volatile plan. 

Kim Snibson is a master manipulator who was envious of the life Greg Hosa and his wife Kathryn McKay had built together. Most notably, their horse farm. Situated in Nowra, New South Wales, Champagne Shires would be considered a small property when compared to the amount of land horse farms usually covered. Still, despite its modest size, it was far grander that Snibson could ever hope to own herself. For her, Champagne Shires was the perfect combination of all her fondest desires and life passions. Living next door to her dream made reality, it didn’t take long for her fantasies of owning the property to become a perceived right. Snibson’s greed led her to believe that she deserved Champagne Shires, while her ego convinced her that she could have it, if only the current owners were dealt away with.

Once Hosa and McKay had agreed to stable her horse, Snibson had the perfect excuse to visit her neighbors. She would come by often and grew to know both Hosa and McKay well. This access only fuelled her lust for the property and her disdain for the happy owners. Unaware of Snibson’s feelings towards them, Hosa and McKay remained kind and generous to their neighbor. On one known occasion, Snibson had fallen behind in payments and owed the couple $300 for the care of her horse. Hosa and McKay had agreed to continue to stable her horse and told Snibson that she could pay them when she was able. This generosity did not provoke gratitude in Snibson, but instead fed into her increasing resentment. By this time she had begun to believe that she could force the couple to sign over the rights to Champagne Shires to her, kill them, and live happily on the property without consequence. Rationally this plan is ludicrous, but given her past success, Snibson believed it to be perfect. 

Years earlier Snibson had inherited her house in Calymea Street, Nowra Hill, from an elderly woman named Judith Plankas. It was this property that had made her a neighbor of Hosa and McKay, and ultimately, it was in this house that the couple would be murdered. But it wasn’t until after her arrest that questions began to arise as to exactly why and how Ms Plankas came to deed the property to Snibson. 

In an interview with Take-5 Magazine, Snibson’s ex-husband recalled how Ms Snibson had befriended Ms Plankas. At the time, the elderly dog breeder had been diagnosed with cancer and had needed help taking care of her animals. Snibson had been quick to offer assistance and for a while must have struck the sickly Ms Plankas as a Godsend. But, as Mr Snibson told Take-5 Magazine, “Kim got hold of powerful tranquilizers and quietly killed the older dogs.” Perhaps accustomed to Kim’s crueler actions, or blinded by devotion, it is believed that Mr Snibson neglected to inform Plankas of what Kim had done. By all appearances, Ms Plankas had no idea what kind of woman she had welcomed into her home.  

“Then on April 17, 2003,” Mr Snibson recalled, “Judith’s condition suddenly worsened. She changed her will that night, leaving the house to Kim, and died the next day.”

This would not be the first time Mr Snibson had been privy to the threat Kim posed to those around her. And it would not be the only time his failure to believe or act lead to disastrous consequences. In the same interview, he revealed a conversation he had once had with a woman named Rebecca. She had only been 15-years-old when Ms Snibson had convinced her to move out of the home and in with the Snibson family.  

“We’ve got a free babysitter,” Ms Snibson had announced when she had brought the teenager home, according to her ex-husband. He went on to say that, “later, Rebecca sought me out and what she had to say rocked me. Kim had kept a horse at a stable owned by an elderly couple and Rebecca said (that Kim) talked about tying them up, making them sign over their property to her and killing them.”

Still, it would seem that Mr Snibson was not then willing to believe his wife capable of such things. But Rebecca wasn’t Snibson’s first nor only attempt at recruiting accomplices in her murder plot. Nor was the teenager’s confession the only one to be dismissed. Armed with vicious lies and a willingness to manipulate all those around her, Snibson approached numerous people. Perhaps it is a testament to her skill at manipulation, or her ability to choose those reluctant to cause a stir without any solid evidence, but many of the people she approached never spoke of the conversations until after she had been arrested. Mr Snibson claimed that was when he began to receive calls from dozens of friends, most of which started with ‘I’ve been wanting to tell you this for years’. 

“Then they’d tell me about an affair she’d had or how she’d tried to enlist them in a desperate scheme to have someone beaten up or killed,” he told Take-5 Magazine. He also spoke about how a friend had told him that ‘Kim had wanted an old lady beaten up because she said her son had molested one of your girls’. “Nobody has touched my daughters,” Mr Snibson said. “It was a fantasy made up by Kim to get others to do terrible things for her.”  

With so many people aware of the true, malicious nature of Snibson, it is baffling how few people voiced their concerns to law enforcement. Snibson continued her search for  willing participants until she found two men who believed her lies. Her first recruit was Andrew Flentjar. He was a neighbor of the Snibson family, although Mr Snibson insists that he didn’t know Flentjar that well, and had believed that Snibson hadn’t either. 

“She didn’t socialize with (him) or stay for a cuppa,” he had said in an interview. But still Snibson had managed to make the otherwise reasonable man willing to help her in her plan to kidnap and assault Mr Hosa.

“Andrew was told by Kim that the couple had sexually abused her child and had videoed the episode,” Paul Leask, a Crown Prosecutor for New South Wales, reviled on the television show Deadly Women.

In her interview on the same television show, a journalist for Illawarra Mercury Newspaper, Veronica Apap, attested that there had been “no evidence at any time in court that Kathryn or Greg had engaged in anything like that.” Still, Flintjar believed the story Snibson wove and, under the impression that her plan only involved minor assault as justice for her daughter, agreed to help. 

Snibson then approached Stacy Lea-Caton, a former neighbor who had been in trouble with the law. Mr Snibson remembers Lea-Caton as being a man who continuously worked to create a notable reputation for himself as a dangerous man. 

“You would be talking about normal things,” Mr Snibson told Ms Apap during an interview, “and Stacey would come in with something bigger or better. He talked about his criminal history, stuff like that.” 

Mr Snibson went on to say that when it came to Mr Lea-Caton he “didn’t believe anything he told me”, and that, “I didn’t think he would go very well in a fight, myself. He is not this tough person he was making himself out to be.”

Ms Snibson, however, saw a potential for violence in Lea-Caton and knew just how to bring it to the surface. During a visit she tested the waters by telling him a lie similar to the one she had recruited Flintjar with. According to Leask, “Stacey Lea-Caton was told by her that the couple had drugged her, sexually assaulted her, and videoed the episode.” 

Once again there she could produce any evidence in support of her claims, nor could later investigators. According to Apap, “It seems to be a total fantasy on her part” and Mr Snibson has stated that “Greg Hosa was a thoroughly decent person who did not deserve such terrible lies to be made up about him, let alone die so needlessly.” Still, Snibson was convincing enough to for Lea-Coton to push aside his desire to get his life back on track and he soon found himself alongside Flintjar, embroiled in Snibson’s supposed plan for vigilante justice. 

“She employed a means of modulating the story depending on the person who was the recipient of it. To press the right buttons.” Leask asserted. “The theme was always one of sexual impropriety and of course, nothing excites people’s sympathy more than that.” 

With her two accomplices waiting for instructions, Snibson put her plan into action on January 28th, 2006. It was easy to lure Hosa to her home. The 56-year-old man didn’t suspect that anything might be wrong when Snibson called and asked him to come over. 

“He came quickly after that conversation occurred,” Apap said in her Deadly Women interview. “He didn’t think that he was in any danger or that there would be any problem.”

Lea-Carton and Flintjar swarmed Hosa as he entered the Snibson home. Using a slab of wood they struck him on the head and forced him to the ground. The men then proceeded to hogtie Hosa, forcing him onto his stomach and binding his legs to his hands. It was during this attack that Hosa asked his assailants “why is this happening?” While the exact wording cannot be determined, it is reported that Flintjar responded by accusing Hosa of pedophilia. 

With this declaration both of Snibson’s henchmen realized that they had been lied to. They were blindsided by the revelation yet, having participated in assault and kidnapping, and still unaware of just how malicious Snibson’s intentions were, neither felt they were in a position to leave. Snibson deceit had taken them past the point of no return and both were at a loss at what to do next. This afforded Snibson the perfect environment to maintain control. 

While the men watched over a struggling Hosa, Snibson called his wife and ‘confessed’ that she and Hosa had been having an affair. It was a story that few would believe and later would be seen by their family as adding a foul insult to considerable injury. Jan Keily, a sister of McKay, would attest that they family was ‘disgusted’ by the claim. But on that night, it was enough to draw McKay into Snibon’s trap. 

Just like her husband, 44-year-old McKay was set upon by Lea-Carton and Flintjar. She too was hogtied and gagged by having a sock forced into her mouth and taped into place. Once again the men found themselves forced into a situation far from what they had been expecting when Snibson left to retrieve two 44-gallon drums from Champagne Shires and brought them to the house. 

After shoving Ms McKay into one of the drums Snibson disclosed the needlessly cruel method she had chosen in order to kill McKay. “She murdered Kathryn by wrapping tape around her face and eyes and nose,” Leask described. 

Many factors must be considered when determining how long it would take an individual to suffocate to death. First, oxygen deprivation renders the victim unconscious. If they are still unable to breath brain damage will begin. As a general guide, it is believed to take
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