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Mounds Indiana State Park

Hike Through a Native American Mound Builder Site

Indiana State Park Travel Guide Series

Paul R. Wonning

Description

Native American Mound Builders

During the Early and Late Woodland Periods the early Native American tribes built mounds, mostly in the Mississippi and Ohio River Valleys. There are no written records about the purpose of these mounds, so the reasons for building them remain largely speculative.

Adena and Hopewell Culture and Mounds

People of both the Adena and later Hopewell cultures inhabited the White River region of Mounds State Park. They constructed several mounds on the bluffs above the river. The mounds are well preserved due to the efforts of some of the earliest American settlers in the area, thus the mounds at the park in in good condition. 

Camping

Mounds State Park has a modern campground equipped with modern restrooms and electric hook ups. A camping trip to the park allows visitors the chance to delve into the history of some of Indiana's earliest inhabitants. 

Hiking

Two of the hiking trails in the park lead through the heart of the mounds complex as well as to the nearby visitor center in the park.
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Mounds State Park

4306 Mounds Road

Anderson, IN 46017

765-642-6627

290 Acres

Established 1930

https://www.in.gov/dnr/state-parks/parks-lakes/mounds-state-park/
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The terrain of central and northern Indiana was principally shaped by the glaciers that covered Indiana many thousands of years ago. The central portion of the state features a type of landscape known as the Tipton Till. 

Tipton Till

The glaciers' presence created the two basic landscapes we find today in Indiana. The northern two thirds of the state that the glaciers covered consists of a flat landscape that geologist refer to as the Tipton Till Plain covering the bedrock. As the glaciers advanced and retreated over the eons, they carried dirt, rocks, and other debris with them. When the last glaciers melted, they dropped this dirt and rock mixture right where they were. Geologists refer to four basic types of deposits left by the glaciers as till, outwash, Lacustrine and Silt. 

The Four Types

Sand, silt, and clay combined with gravel and boulders are the main components of glacial till. Till was deposited directly by the glacier and has remained largely in the same location. As the glaciers melted, the meltwater formed layers of outwash. Heavier components like gravel and rock were deposited first. The silt, sand and clay particles were carried greater distances by the flowing melt water. The glaciers had carved out depressions in the landscape, which formed the many lakes found in northern Indiana. The silt deposited at the bottoms of these lakes are called Lacustrine. Winds carried the finer materials, called silt, and deposited them further away. These silt layers, called loess, were blown mostly from the Wabash and White River valleys. Near the river valleys this loess sometimes formed thick layers.

Southern Indiana

The southern one third of the state has never, as far as geologists can tell, been covered by glaciers. This region has some of Indiana's most ancient soils and terrain. Most of the state's bedrock layer consists of limestone, dolostone, sandstone, and shale. Much of southern Indiana is underlaid with limestone. Much of the southern area consists of Karst landscape. In this type of landscape acidic groundwater flows through the limestone bedrock, dissolving it. This action over time creates sinkholes in the surface, underground caverns and disappearing streams. One predominant feature of south-central Indiana is the Knobstone Escarpment

Knobstone Escarpment

Geologists call the knobs the Knobstone Escarpment. They include some of Indiana's most rugged terrain. It stretches from Brown County State Park in the north to the Ohio River. Elevations range from 360 feet near the mouth of the Wabash River to Weed Patch Hill, which has an elevation of 1,056 feet above sea level. This hill is in Brown County State Park and is the third highest area in Indiana. 

Mounds State Park 

The mounds located in the park are more of an historic structure than geologic, however they are the most interesting feature in the park. The builders constructed them on a high bank about 85 feet above the White River. Glacial till forms the surface of the ground, however a 25 – 30-foot layer of gravel underlies this, which is in turn underlain by another layer of glacial till that appears to extend down to the river's level. Northwest of the biggest mound a series of springs emanate from the base of the gravel layer and flow down to the river. The builders may have chosen the site based on the existence of these springs, as they would have provided a water source.
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The Adena; and later Hopewell, cultures existed during an historical period historians refer to as the Woodland Period. 

Woodland Period 

Historians refer to the era of North American native culture from about 1000 BC to the time of European contact as the Woodland Period. The natives of Woodland culture covered a geographic area from the sub-Arctic region to the Gulf of Mexico and extending west to the Mississippi River. They divided the period into three separate eras, the Early, Middle and Late Woodland Period. The Adena, and later Hopewell, cultures existed during the first two periods. Many of the cultural advancements begun during the Archaic Period (8000 to 1000 BC) continued to evolve during the Woodland Period. These developments included the transition from primarily a hunter-gatherer society to an agricultural culture. Pottery making, began during the late Archaic period, became more advanced. The practice of building mounds also began in the Archaic period and continued well into the Woodland Period. 

Early Woodland Period (1000 BC –200 BC)

During this period pottery making began to become more sophisticated. Potters shaped the objects entirely by hand, they did not use a potter's wheel. They began to temper pots, etc. by mixing the clay with sand, crushed rock, or limestone. This prevented the pots from cracking as they dried and made the finished product more durable. They fired the pots over an open pit fire. They often inscribed the items with decorative elements before drying. Evidence indicates that the tribes traded with other tribes in distant locations. The
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