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But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him.

1 Corinthians 2:9, KJV.

May these wise words of Saint Paul the apostle be a statement for this short reflection on heaven -the promised reward of Christ for those who follow His steps on this earth- that we can only wish to provide a faint resemblance of what heaven might be for our future lives.

When we are looking for a treasure, we need to at least have a certain idea about where that treasure might be located if we are going to find it, and heaven is not the exception. Unfortunately, we currently do not have any doubts about where hell and eternal damnation could be located because we see many examples of their implementation in our world daily.

To find where heaven is located, we need not look for it on the outside, in this tri-dimensional realm because we won’t find it anywhere, and we would be better seeking for it instead inside our inner selves. And if we can find it and are willing enough to do the sacrifices it requires to cross the earthly bridge that will take us to heaven, we will need to leave our egos behind -because they distort the will of God- and strive with all the endurance we are capable of, to practice virtue and do the necessary amends in our lives to acquire the sanctifying grace to allow our souls to light the way for us to arrive to the promised land.

As long as we believe we are a body, the earth’s gravity will exert its influence on us. Furthermore, our egos are constantly promoting guilt in ourselves, and we believe them. We have forgotten that Satan has been defeated by Christ.

In heaven, there is always peace, and everything on this earth that violent peace denies the value of God, and what God values separates us from it. Every step of the way so many fears make us lose our sight of heaven, and because the spiritual realities are not visible on this earth, worldly illusions and twisted thoughts appear constantly to our senses manifesting darkness and despair if we do not live our lives in faith and love abiding by the will of God at all times.

Heaven will always be our choice. And if we allow forgiveness to rule our lives once and for all, the world outside will become new, and the holy spirit sent by Christ to be our guide will manifest always through our hearts. 
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Apparently, according to the Bible, there are three heavens, or more precisely, three levels of heaven: the immediate atmosphere above us, the universe with its stars and planets, and God’s dwelling place (biblical-christianity.com). All these three levels are constantly sending messages, omens, and statements to those who know how to decipher them.

The heavens and the earth were created by God, and they are connected. They interact to such a degree that the earth lost its brightness and spiritual radiance through the fall of man, and everything went sour from there on because our earth was cursed, and darkness took over everywhere through Satan. Nevertheless, out of compassion, a new opportunity to regain their lost spiritual nature, was presented by our Father in heaven to its offspring (Davalos, 2021, Paul of Tarsus, herald of the risen Christ Part I: His heavenly revelations) and through the unending love of God, Jesus came down from heaven to show us the way of grace through faith and love.

Thanks to this loving gesture, the heavens, and the earth are still connected, and a hidden stair still exists between these realms where angels go down from heaven to earth and saints go up from earth to heaven. 

Jesus’ redemption of humanity finished the empire of the law [human law] that has brought delusion and misery to humankind. And, after His gracious renewal of our covenant with God, His final defeat of Satan, and His resurrection, Jesus Christ returned to heaven where He has prepared a place for us if we are willing to follow Him climbing the stairs that separate us from heaven.
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Is Heaven a supernatural place? Is it a state of consciousness? Is it both?
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Heaven is the abode of God and his angels. And it is both, a supernatural place, and a higher state of consciousness.

We will never find it nor enter into it if we don’t radically change what we as beings are now and what we believe this world is. This world is nothing and we are nothing living in it if we deny God. 

And this denial takes place through our never-ending story of what we believe we are: the masters of a creation we have not created. We dare to believe that we do not need God because we feel self-sufficient being wrongly nurtured by the empire of a law that has scattered us and divided us through sin.

As humanity, we have failed to love God with all our hearts because our hearts are on the carnal things of this world, and we as a result have allowed our souls to be contaminated by them and our minds to be filled with the illusions that living in the past or the future delivers to our perception. 

Hence, all these attachments have ruined our possibilities of being in the presence of God. And their by-products have been greed, lust, competition, hate, violence, injustice, and selfishness to mention some.

And if all these character flaws of living without God constitute sadly most of the time our natural state, then heaven is, by all means, a supernatural state because it implies to be enjoying the presence of God in a higher state of consciousness that only can be attained in the eternal here and now, in the holiness of the present moment. It is the only way to finish our slavery to all that is corrupted in this world.
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And when he was demanded of the Pharisees, when the kingdom of God should come, he answered them and said, The kingdom of God cometh not with observation: Neither shall they say, Lo here! or, lo there! for, behold, the kingdom of God is within you.

Luke 17:20-21, King James Version.

Within us lies the attitude and determination to purify ourselves with water by metaphorically selling all our possessions and giving them to the poor to follow Jesus and attain thus the fire of the holy spirit to be born again. 

This is certainly an inner journey. To follow at all times the will of our Father in heaven for our lives is an inner path that nobody can walk on our behalf. 

Christ permanently dwells in every human heart. And we need spiritual introspection to be able to feel Him and be united with Him daily.

It is very important to avoid our spiritual introspection to become sterile and fruitless by always considering Saint Thomas Aquinas’s warning that “the Son is only sent when He is received in grace, with charity. If one knows the Son by mere external knowledge or within dead faith, then the Son does not dwell in the heart and is not possessed” (Emery and Murphy, 2007, The Trinitarian Theology of Saint Thomas Aquinas).
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