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I FEEL VERY DEEPLY that this history is far from complete, but I have written down facts gathered to the best of my knowledge.

I know further information will come to hand as this book goes to print, but I have a deadline to meet so that this book will be available to all relations and friends as soon as possible after the Chamberlain Family Reunion gathering which was held on 2 November 1990.

Being a keen genealogist, a foundation member of the Gore Group, a member of the New Zealand Society of Genealogists Inc. for some 22 years, and an executive committee member of the New Zealand Federation of Historical Societies Inc. for three years, I have been enjoying the research into the Chamberlain family history, and now I would like all to join in on my findings through the years that I have researched.

Thanks to Sabina Wanner, CH 7435 Spliigen, Switzerland; Ferdinand Tschümperlin, Rothenhof 6403, Küssnacht am Rigi, Switzerland. Thank you for the certificates and the overseas research on the Swiss Chamberlain and Ehrler families.

I have found the whole exercise most rewarding and the more I have delved into books, papers and letters, the more interesting and involved I have become.

History has been made, and it deserves to be recorded rather than lost as time dims the memory and the old identities die without their contributions being recorded.

I apologise for omitting any names or happenings connected with the Chamberlain family that should have been included. I may have made errors in compiling names in the correct order of ages in the family groups, but as long as they are recorded all is well.

My most grateful thanks go to the following people and organisations for their help in researching material for this booklet: South Taranaki Museum, Patea, Hawera Star, Taranaki Daily Newspapers Ltd, Stratford Press, New Zealand Genealogists Society files. Special thanks to members of my family for your write-ups and photos: Rose Garrett, Huntly; Trudie Codd, Blenheim; Les Chamberlain, Stratford; Pauline Rowe, Hawera; and my mother, Lucy Hamblyn née Chamberlain, of Patea, for sending newspaper cuttings of the family for the past 25 years or more to my address at Wyndham, Southland, to fill my scrapbook; Rob Sillis, of 185 Mangorie Road, New Plymouth, for photographs at the Chamberlain Family gathering 1990.

My personal thanks to all for replies to my everlasting questions. Without the help received, this whole project would not have been possible. You told the story; I merely put it together.

Finally, to Mrs Phyllis Chamberlain and her band of helpers of New Plymouth, Taranaki, without whose backing this publication and the Chamberlain Family gathering in November 1990 would not have been possible.

M. Noeline Shaw

Wyndham Park

R.D. 4, Gore

Southland

New Zealand
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The Chamberlain Family

from Switzerland to Taranaki
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In this chapter you will read of the Chamberlain family, their history and descendants. I have followed their history from Josef Dominik Chamberlain, a farmer from Steinen, Switzerland, and his wife Anna Maria Chamberlain, née Hublin.

Their youngest son, Josef Chamberlain, spent his last years in the Elderly Ward of the Stratford Public Hospital in Taranaki. I, Noeline Shaw, the daughter of Lucy Hamblyn née Chamberlain, visited Josef. He was happy in telling me (I have it on tape) that his parents had a farm in Steinen and that the brothers Len, Don, Frank and himself, drew straws to see who was to come to New Zealand first. Donald was the first to reach New Zealand; then followed his three brothers, settling in Taranaki and farming on the slopes of Mt Egmont (Taranaki).

Josef also says that Donald’s girlfriend, Frances Ehrler, at the time of the liner Titanic going down was upset at the thought that he might be on board, but this was not so.

Donald came to New Zealand, and made many trips between Switzerland and New Zealand at that time. Josef also told me that he did not know of his sister Rosa in her single days, and only knew of her when she was married, having a daughter Rose and a son.

The research into the Chamberlain family in Switzerland down the years and the generations has been interesting and full of surprises, e.g. to find that the name Chamberlain was spelt differently in the family in Switzerland where it was known as Tschümperlin.
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Switzerland is 700 years old:

What Does the Future Hold?

(From the Ensign newspaper, 4 March 1991)

SWITZERLAND IS 700 years old this year—and some people are asking if it may be time for a change of image.

International issues like the Gulf War and the growing power of the European Community are threatening to shatter the country’s centuries-old independence and challenge its fierce neutrality, some say.

Others believe a country which distrusts its people enough to keep secret political files on one person in seven has already abandoned the tolerance that fused its disparate community into one state.

With its four national languages and 26 largely independent provinces or cantons, Switzerland likes to style itself a “Willensnation”—a nation that willed itself into existence.

Wry editorials in some newspapers have surmised it might one day will itself out again and divide itself between its neighbours.

Since three far-flung Alpine provinces of the Habsburg empire signed a defence pact in 1291—an event some historians have doubted ever took place—Switzerland’s parts have been united more by aversion to the outside world than by common interests.

In 1986 the Swiss, fearful of compromising their longstanding neutrality, voted not to join the United Nations.

“Actually, they were saying no to the whole world”, said historian Jean-Rodolphe von Salis.

But Iraq’s August 2 invasion of Kuwait forced Switzerland to rethink that neutrality and for the first time join in applying economic sanctions.

A refusal would have damaged Switzerland’s credibility as it and the other members of the European Free Trade Association negotiate with the EC to allow them to tap the barrier-free market the EC will operate after 1992.

Switzerland can ill afford to be left out of a market that is now its rival as a haven of stability for investors. It will have to abandon its bunker mentality if—as has been whispered—it becomes an EC member one day.

But economic concerns are not the only catalyst. Widespread outrage followed a recent revelation that police had compiled 900,000 secret political files on people who had mostly done nothing more subversive than join a women’s group or holiday in Bulgaria.

In his last speech before his death in December, author Friedrich Durrenmatt compared his country to a prison whose inmates had volunteered to be there but pretended to be free.

“Because... only in prison are they secure from attack, the Swiss feel free, freer than other people, as prisoners in the prison of their neutrality.”

He foresaw confusion as Switzerland’s 700th anniversary celebrations approached.

“Now we don’t know what to celebrate, prison or freedom. If we celebrate the prison, the prisoners feel imprisoned. If we celebrate our freedom, the prison becomes superfluous.”

Although Switzerland has not been involved in hostilities since a civil war in the 19th century, armed forces are still flourishing.

Last November, a well-armed secret resistance force was discovered in the course of investigations into a money-laundering scandal. Even defence ministers knew little about the force, which was unaccountable to government or parliament.

The regular army, meanwhile, has been more than just a bastion of independence. It has traditionally been seen as the social cement binding different language groups and the belief that it was the best leadership school made high-officer rank almost indispensable for a management career. Until recently, serious opposition to the army would have been unthinkable—Switzerland still imprisons those who refuse to do military service.

However, 36 per cent of voters in a 1989 referendum wanted the army abolished. But changing the habits of seven centuries could prove difficult. Switzerland has built its identity on defence against an enemy.

“The funny thing is, we don’t even know who we’re defending ourselves against anymore,” said historian Von Salis.
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Swiss Family Records

SWITZERLAND, A FEDERAL republic of about seven million people, is mainly German speaking but about 30 per cent speak French or Italian. The country is made up of several cantons (states) and there is no central system of civil registration.

Registration began in 1876 and it handles births, deaths and marriages as well as a family register. The family register is in effect a second register of BDMs, but it is kept in the form of families, and records the vital happenings of each family.

When a BDM is registered, an entry is added to the family register, recording it there as well. Information is also added from other sources, such as a Swiss family living in a foreign country. When an event such as the addition of a child or a family death occurs outside Switzerland, the family, after registering this event, produces the certificate to their Swiss ambassador who forwards this evidence to be added to that family’s register in Switzerland. This valuable date is available for a fee from the local registry.

Again, it is important to know the exact village where the family heads were born, otherwise you have 26 cantons to deal with.

There is a period before civil registration where the church registers were used to compile BDMs, and these are also in the district registries. The thing to remember is that all vital statistics in Switzerland are housed in a registry office where the person was born and this includes as well as BDMs, nullity and divorce. Therefore if a person was born in Lausanne all the information about that person will be found there even if his/her marriage was in Berne.

Church records: Protestant registers start in 1550 and there are a few that go back a further 80 years. Catholic registers are supposed to have started in 1580, but in reality there are not many before 1610. Church records have been written in German, French, Italian and Latin.

It was the churches that started the family records and a few go back as far as 1620, but most began in 1812. These, if found, are a great boon to the genealogist because you receive a family tree of several generations. It is recommended to check both the BDMs and the family registers as one may produce evidence that the other has not got.

Census records: From 1860 there has been a census every ten years. Before that there were some taken as far back as 1764 but some have limited scope and may only cover part of the country. These are kept at state and city archives.

Wills: Some wills go back to the 12th century. They can be found in local courthouses and various archives.

Land records: Sometimes these produce a feast of information about the family inheriting land through the years and are found at canton and state archives, but in later years are in local courthouses.

Passports: Those issued before 1849 are in state archives and those after that year are in the Federal Government Offices in Berne. A must if your ancestor emigrated or travelled a great deal.

The History of Küssnacht (Excerpts)

THE SETTLEMENT OF THE Roman nobleman and landowner Cossinius was called Cossiniacum, which in turn was named Chussenach by the immigrating Allemanic tribes. Later the name of the village was slightly altered to Kiissnach and then again to Küssnacht about 1500.

The recorded history of Küssnacht can be traced back to 870. At that time, two generations after Charlemagne, the wealthy nobleman Recho donated his property in Cussenacho to the Abbey of Saint Leodegar in Lucerne. Initially the isthmus between the Lake of Lucerne and the Lake of Zug was economically and administratively linked with Lucerne. By 1364, however, Schwyz had gained considerable influence in the region and proceeded to set up a customs post three years before the Battle of Sempach (1386). Under each and every sovereign the people of Küssnacht made a continuous effort to acquire and maintain as much personal freedom as possible. In 1402, with support from Schwyz, they managed to free themselves from the control of local feudal lords. As Küssnacht gradually became a part of the expanding Swiss Confederation, the tributes—such as fish and eggs—for the dukes of Hapsburg were discontinued and in 1424 the region officially became a district of the canton of Schwyz with its own council and court.

After the Knights of Küssnacht, the nobles of Silenen from canton Uri brought a second era of fame to the castle-fortress of Gessleburg. The most prominent members of this family were Jost von Silenen, Provost of Beromünster, a diplomat serving the French king and Bishop of Sion; his brother Albin, knighted at Morat during the Burgundian War; and Kaspar, the captain of the first papal Swiss Guard at the Vatican. Also reminiscent of the legend of William Tell and the struggle for freedom is the “Hohle Gasse” which was preserved for posterity when through traffic was rerouted in 1935. (After the affiliation with Schwyz, Küssnacht remained free of enemy troops until the French occupation in 1798). The renowned German author, poet and dramatist, Goethe, visited Küssnacht on his journeys to Switzerland in 1775 and 1797. The poet Ludwig Uhland spent his honeymoon in Küssnacht in 1828. In 1865, the Bavarian king Ludwig II stayed at Küssnacht, as did the king of Portugal, Dom Luiz, in 1878. On 28 August 1935 Queen Astrid of Belgium was killed in an automobile accident on the lakeside road not far from the village. The main square and the church square by the lake with the parish church (1708, enlarged in 1963), the town hall (1728) and the parsonage (1927) are good examples of conceptual architecture and its preservation.

Merlischachen

THE RECORDED HISTORY of this small village on the shore of Lake Lucerne can be traced back to an official document which was witnessed and signed by the knight Hermanno de Merlischachen in 1168. It is probable that this nobleman lived in a strong stout tower on the peninsula where an estate called “Burg” (fortress) still exists today. Fields, forests and vineyards as well as fishing rights were in the possession of the abbeys in Lucerne and Engelberg. As the growing Swiss Confederation gradually absorbed the Hapsburg-Austrian territories, Schwyz proved to be faster than Lucerne and purchased jurisdiction over Merlischachen in 1440 for 60 goldgulden, thus uniting it with Küssnacht. This extended the cantonal border of Schwyz up to eight kilometres away from the town wall of Lucerne. About 1450 the first chapel was donated by a wealthy man named Hans Schnider. The chaplain’s residence was founded in 1792 and in 1925 a new church was built. Besides farming and related branches of agricultural industry, the restaurant and hotel business has developed considerably in more recent years. The name Merlischachen is derived from the Latin word “merula” which means blackbird, and from the

Immensee



The Museum of Local History at Küssnacht










The Catholic Church of Küssnacht






The Hohle Gasse (hollow way) and the Chapel of William Tell
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To New Zealand
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