

  Acronyms and Abbreviations


  




	Agudat Yisrael
	Association of Israel, an Orthodox Political party





	Achdut Ha'avodah
	Unity of Labor





	Aliyah
	Hebrew for immigration or literally, "going up"





	Aliyah Bet
	Name given to the illegal immigration to Palestine from 1934 to 1948





	Aman
	Agaf Modi'in, Hebrew for the Intelligence Branch of the IDF





	AJC
	American Jewish Congress





	Ashkenazim
	Refers to Jews from European countries, Ashkenaz was the Hebrew name for Germany





	Assefat Hanivcharim
	Elected Assembly of the Jews of Palestine from 1918 to 1948





	Beitar
	Brit Trumpeldor, name of the Revisionist party youth movement





	Davar
	The Word, name of the daily newspaper of the Histadrut





	Devar Hapoelet
	Word of the woman worker, the bulletin of the Women's Workers Council





	Fatah
	Arabic acronym for Harakat el-Tachrir el-Watani el-Falestini, meaning the Palestinian National Liberation Movement





	Fedayun
	Name given to infiltrators from the Gaza strip from 1954 to 1956





	Gola also Galut
	The Hebrew word for diaspora





	Hagannah
	Hebrew for "defense," name of the largest Jewish underground in Palestine from 1920 to 1948





	Hapoel Hatsair
	The Young Worker, name of a political party





	Hava'ad Halumi
	National Council of Palestinian Jewry from 1920 to 1948





	Hava'ad Hapoel
	The Actions Committee, name of the Executive Council of the Histadrut





	Herut Movement
	Freedom, name of a political party from 1948 to 1973





	Hityashvut
	Settling the land





	Hitnachalut
	Term applied after 1967 to settlements established in the West Bank and Gaza





	Histadrut
	Literally, it means the Organization, name of the Federation of Trade Unions





	Ichud Olami
	World Union of Labor movement





	Irgun Zvai Leumi
	National Military Organization also known in Hebrew as Etsel





	IDF
	Israel Defense Force





	Kibbutz
	Collective settlement





	Kupat Cholim
	Sick Fund, the medical service of the Histadrut





	Lechi
	Lohamei Herut Israel, fighters for the Freedom of Israel, also known as the Stern Group





	Likud
	Unity, name of party since 1973





	Ma'arach
	Allignment, name of the Allignment between Mapai and Achdut Ha'avodah from 1965 to 1968





	Mapai
	Hebrew for Mifleget Poalei Erets Israel, The Party of the Workers of the Land of Israel





	Mapam
	Hebrew for Mifleget Poalim Meuchdet, United Workers Party





	Mapan
	Mifleget Poalim Meuchedet





	Mashav
	Machleka Leshituf Beinleumi, Department of International Cooperation in the foreign ministry





	Matkal
	Mate Klali General Headquarters or High Command, refers to the IDF Headquarters





	Minhelet Ha'am
	People's Executive, supreme executive body of the Yishuv March-May 1948





	Mizrachim
	Oriental or Eastern or Sephardic Jews, mostly from North Africa and Arab countries





	Moetset Ha'am
	People's Council, supreme legislative body of the Yishuv March-May 1948





	Moetset Hapoalot
	Women's Workers Council





	Moshav
	Cooperative settlement





	Mossad
	Literally, "institution," refers to the Israeli intelligence service





	PLO
	Palestine Liberation Organization





	Palmach
	Plugot Machats, shock troops, the armed branch of the Hagannah 1941-1948





	Poalei Zion
	Workers of Zion





	Rafi
	Reshimat Poalei Israel, the Workers of Israel List, a political party 1965-1968





	Shabak
	Sherut Bitachon Klali, Hebrew for the General Security Service of Israel





	Solel Boneh
	Paver and Builder, the construction company of the Histadrut





	UJA
	United Jewish Appeal





	UNEF
	United Nations Emergency Force





	UNDOF
	United Nations Disengagement Observers Force





	UNSCOP
	United Nations Special Committee on Palestine





	WJC
	World Jewish Congress





	WZO
	World Zionist Organization





	Yishuv
	Literally, "settlement," name of the Jewish community in Palestine during the British Mandate









  

  Bibliography


  

  CONTENTS


  Books by Golda Meir


  Documents dealing with Golda Meir and her Era


  Biographical Studies


  Foreign Policy, Israeli Politics and Society


  Books on Golda Meir for Children and Young Adults


  Unlike many of the founding fathers of Israel, mainly Ben-Gurion, Sharett, Shazar, Katsnelson, Remez, and others, Golda Meir was not a woman of letters. She did not keep a diary, she rarely wrote her speeches and was at her best speaking extemporaneously without a text or notes. There exists in the Israel State Archives a vast collection of letters to and from Golda Meir. Few of her letters were dictated by her. As a young woman she preferred to communicate in post cards. She made a point of replying to each letter she received during her fifty years of public career. The following are books that were edited by others, based on radio, newpaper, and television interviews which she granted liberally throughout her public life in Israel and overseas. This is Our Strength: Selected Papers of Golda Meir, Christman, Henry ed. New York: McMillan, 1962, is a good example of this genre. It contains speeches delivered by Golda Meir when she was Minister of Labor and Construction (1949–1956) and since 1956 Foreign Minister of Israel. They were delivered in Israel and overseas, in the Knesset, the United Nations General Assembly and Secuirty Council. A very important book that adds much to our understanding of this personality is My Father’s House, Tel Aviv: Hakibbutz Hameuchad, 1972 (Hebrew). This memoir was initially recorded for a series on the early lives of Israel’s leaders by the Israel Army Radio Station. It deals with what she remembered of her early years in Russia, later her years in America and her early experiences in Israel after immigrating to that country in 1921. This is one of the rare books in which she expressed her strong lifelong beliefs of Zionism and Socialism in her own words. Her own memoirs are in My Life, New York: Putnam and Sons, 1975. For many years Golda Meir was besieged by publishers who tried to persuade her to write her autobiography. She finally relented and in 1972 began to dictate her memoirs to a well-known Israeli writer Rinna Samuel. Her main condition was that the book would not settle political of personal accounts, she would not write about her private life, her marriage, the other men in her life, nor would she discuss secret state matters. At the time she was heard to claim that “I need this book like a hole in the head. I hate indiscretion. I hate memoirs.” When published in 1975 it became an instant international best-seller The critics were united in saying that you did not have to agree with her politics or her ideology, you could not help but respect and admire her. My Life has been translated to many languages, including a lavish edition in Chinese, and it became a best-seller in China. An additional book, Golda Meir Speaks Out, London: Weidenfeld and Nicholson, 1973, is another collection of speeches and statements by Golda Meir delivered in Israel and abroad over the years. It covers the same ground dealt with in Syrkin, Marie, ed. A Land of Our Own: An Oral Autobiography of Golda Meir, New York: Putnam and Sons, 1973. Yet another compendium of her speeches, Under the Banner of Labor: Selected Speeches on the Histadrut and Labor Legislation, Tel Aviv: 1978, was published a year before her death, this is an additional collection of Golda Meir’s speeches in various Histadrut forums, as well as in the Knesset dealing with Socialism, Zionism, and the series of social and labor laws that she enacted during her seven years as minister of labor and construction. Among her most important achievements were the adoption of the National Insurance (Social Security) Law in 1952. Other speeches dealt with immigrant absorption, housing, and finding employment for the hundreds of thousands of new immigrants who streamed to Israel in the late 1940s and early 1950s.


  Archives


  Additional sources for the understanding of Golda Meir can be located in a number of archives in Israel. The Archives of Kibbutz Merhavia have a small collection that contains material pertaining to the years 1921–1924, when Golda Meir and her husband Morris lived on this kibbutz. They include the living allowance paid to the Myersons, and detailed their personal expenses. The last entry is dated 1972, when their account was closed and the kibbutz sent Golda payment for what was owed to her, it came to less than 2 Israel Pounds (6 dollars). Another major source is the Ben-Gurion Archives in Sede Boker. This is probably the richest collection in Israel of documents, letters, reports, and other pertinent material involving the life and work of the founder of Israel, David Ben-Gurion. Inevitably there is a great deal of material pertaining to Golda Meir and her complex relations with Ben-Gurion. The Central Zionist Archives in Jerusalem is a treasure trove of material dealing with Golda Meir’s activites in the years of the development and growth of the Yishuv and the early years of Israel. Similarly, there is a wealth of documentaery material in the Histadrut Archives in the Lavon Institute, Tel Aviv. Golda Meir was a major functionary in the Histadrut from 1928 to 1948, where she fulfilled a number of key positions. Much of her activities are documented in the meetings of the Secretariat of the Executive Committee (Vaad Hapoel), the key body that ran the Histadrut. There are also reports dealing with the various departments that were headed by Golda Meir during her years in ther Histadrut, as well as reports on her many trips abroad. The Jewish Agency Executive, Protocols of Meetings 1946–1948, Jerusalem: Central Zionist Archives, deals with the time from July 1946 until November 1946, when Golda Meir served as Acting Head of the Political Department of the Jewish Agency, and from December 1946 until May 1948 she was Co-Head of the Political Department, dealing primarily with the relations between the Yishuv and the Mandatory regime. This collection contains her weekly reports on her activities during this period. Probably the major archival source is the Israel State Archives in Jerusalem. This huge collection contains thousands of letters, reports, interviews, and other material dealing mostly with Golda Meir’s tenure as Minister of Labor, Foreign Minister, and finally her five years as Prime Minister. She insisted that every letter she received would be answered as quickly as possible. Many of the letters were from admirers in Israel and mostly from overseas. The replies were dealt with by officials in the Prime Minister’s office. On rare occasions they sought her input if the issue was a personal one dealing with her private life. There is some material in the museum of Kibbutz Revivim in the Negev, where Golda’s daughter lived for many years and where Golda had an apartment she used when she came to visit on weekends.


  Oral History


  During her lifetime, and mainly after she retired from politics in 1974, Golda Meir was the subject of many interviews by people who were either family, close friends, colleagues, and associates in the various stations of her life. The Golda Meir Library Archives, University of Wisconsin, Milwaukee, contains some twenty interviews on Golda Meir by people who knew her well, worked with her in various capacities at various times. Among them are interviews with Shulamit Alloni, Yehuda Avner, Simcha Dinitz, Tamar Eshel, Regina Hamburger-Medzini, Meron Medzini, Avraham Harman, Zena Harman, Robert A. Hess, Lou Kadar, Anne Marie Lambert, Eli Mizrachi, Yitzhak Rabin, Sarah Myerson-Rehabi, Ze’ev Sherf, Isadore Tuchman. The Oral History Division at the Avraham Harman Institute of Contemporary Jewry, the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, also has a number of interviews, among those interviewed for this colletion were Harry Beale, Louis Boyar, Matilda Brailov, Michael Comay, Moshe Dan, Golda Meir, Henry Montor, Sam Rothberg, and Benjamin Swig.


  Documents


  The documentary sources for the fifty years of Golda Meir’s public activity is vast and rich. Following are some of the more important works that have appeared in recent years. They are listed in the alphabetical order of the names of their editors. Avizohar, Meir, ed. Now or Never: Mapai’s Discussions During the Final Years of the British Mandate, Ayanot: Beit Berl, 1989 (Hebrew), deals with the issues that faced the ruling party in the Yishuv, the internal debates among the top echelons of the party’s leadership during the fateful years of 1945–1948 on the nature of the struggle for independence assumed major importance. Their decisions would in fact commit the entire Yishuv. The discussions demonstrate the complexity of the issues, among them were the nature, scope, and aims of the struggle against the British Mandatory regime, illegal immigration, new settlements, acquisition of weapons for the Hagannah, the fight against the dissident Jewish underground organizations, and above all the initial planning for a future Jewish state. Golda Meir, being a senior leader, expressed her views often and in a forthright manner. The same editor dealt with similar topics in his Avizohar, Meir, ed. Towards the end of the Mandate, Mapai’s Discussions in the Final Year of the Mandate, Tsofit: Beit Berl, 1989 (Hebrew). The focus of this collection of discussions revolves on the key question—should the Yishuv go ahead and declare independence in spite of massive American pressure to postpone the declaration and accept a long-term UN Trusteeship arrangement for Palestine. The key discussion was held on 12 May 1948. Golda Meir had just returned from an abortive meeting with King Abdullah of Jordan, in which she failed to dissuade him from joining other Arab states from invading Palestine once the British left. Golda Meir spoke out for declaring independence and that should be done with no hesitations or reservations. The Mapai leadership then voted in favor of declaring independence on Friday, 14 May 1948, when the Mandate would expire. Inevitably, the protocols of the Knesset (Israel’s Parliament) are an invaluable source as well: Divrei Haknesset, Protocols of the Israel Knesset (Parliament), 1949–1974, Jerusalem (Hebrew). Golda Meir was a member of the Knesset for twenty-five years (1949–1974). She was a very active parliamentarian and made many speeches in the plenary sessions and in committee meetings. Most of her major addresses were written for her by others, although she gave clear guidelines to the writers of what she wanted to say. On many occasions she interjected and made remarks from her seat. This is a major source for the understanding of Israeli politics in the early years of the state. A major area of her interest was the fate of Soviet Jewry. Some of this appears in Documents on Israel-Soviet Relations, 1941–1953, London, Frank Cass, 2000. After the end of the Cold War and the collapse of the Soviet Union, the new Russian government allowed the opening of its foreign ministry archives. They were translated to English and published in 2000. They describe the evolution of Soviet policy toward Zionism, the Middle East, the Soviet attitude to the Palestinian issue, and the ties between the Soviet Union and Israel during the first five years of Israel’s existence. Golda Meir is featured prominently in them, although she served as Israel’s Minister Plenipotentiary to Moscow for a mere eight months. Another highly important documentary source is Freundlich, Yehoshua, ed. Political Documents of the Jewish Agency 1945–1948, Jerusalem, World Zionist Organization, 1996–1998. These two volumes are indispensable for the understanding of Zionist diplomacy in the crucial years leading to statehood. Golda Meir was Co-Head of the Political Department of the Jewish Agency from July 1946 to May 1948, and played a key role in the contacts between the Yishuv and the Mandatory regime, as well as participating in key decisions, among them the decision of the Jewish Agency Executive in August 1946 to accept the partioning of Palestine. Golda Meir’s finest hours but also her most difficult ones were the period of the Yom Kippur War. Her involvement is described at great length in Golan, Shimon, ed. Decision Making of the Israeli High Command During the Yom Kippur War, Ben Shemen, Modan, IDF History Department, 2013 (Hebrew). Undoubtedly this is the most comprehensive and detailed description of the discussions and decision made by the Israeli government, the inner war cabinet and the High Command of the Israel Defense Forces during the Yom Kippur War. It is indispensable for the understanding of the events of that harrowing war. Golda Meir led Israel at the time and this book clearly demonstrates how she ran the country in those dark days, the decisions she made and the reasons that led her to adopt certain policies. Of somewhat lesser importance is Lukacs, Yehuda Ed. Documents on the Israel-Palestinian Conflict 1967–1983, Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, 1984. It includes documents dealing with the Arab–Israel conflict after the Six Days War. It contains material from Israeli, Palestinian, Arab states, United Nations, other international organizations, and superpowers sources. For a broader list of documents see Medzini, Meron, ed. Israel’s Foreign Relations—Selected Documents, 1947–1974, Jerusalem, Ministry for Foreign Affairs, 1977. These eighteen volumes, published by the Israel Foreign Ministry, contain material dealing with Israel’s foreign policy from 1947 to 2001. Volumes I and II deal with the first twenty-five years of Israel and include the UN partition discussions, the War of Indpendence, material on Israel’s attitude to the Palestine refugees issue, the Jordan River problem, the Jerusalem problem, the Six Days War, and finally the Yom Kippur War and its aftermath. Golda Meir figures prominently from 1956 to 1974. One of the most painful decisions Israel had to make in its early years was to enter into negotiations with West Germany for reparations. Some of the agony is included in Sharett, Ya’acov, ed. The Reparations Controversy: The Jewish State and German Money under the Shadow of the Holocaust, 1951–1952, Berlin: De Gruyter, 2011. Coming less than six years after the end of the Holocaust, this issue evoked very deep emotions in the public at large and among members of the ruling party and the Knesset, some of them Holocaust survivors. Golda Meir abhorred the idea of seeking German money, but as Minister of Labor and Construction, responsible for immigrant absorption, she realized that the Israeli economy was on the verge of collapse and needed the reparations in order to absorb the new immigrants, many of them penniless Holocaust survivors. She gritted her teeth and voted in favor. This volume contains the dicusssions in the Mapai party, the government, and the Knesset. Additional documents may be gleaned in State of Israel, Ministry for Foreign Afffairs, Diplomatic Documents, Vols. I–X, 1948–1960, Jerusalem, Ministry for Foreign Affairs, 1979–2017. Like many other countries, Israel followed the rule that secret documents could be released thirty years after the events. These ten volumes devoted to Israel’s foreign relations were edited by various former foreign ministry officials and are a major source for the understanding of the motives that led to many key policy decisions. Golda Meir begins to appear in them when she became Foreign Minister in June 1956. One of the best sources, regrettably at this time only in Hebrew, is Tsoref, Hagai, ed. Golda Meir; The Fourth Prime Minister, Selected Documents, Jerusalem, Israel State Archives, 2016. The Israel State Archives issues commemorative volumes dedicated to deceased Israeli Presidents and Prime Ministers. It tries to depict their subject’s life and work through letters, speeches, addresses, media interviews, and published articles. This volume deals at length with Golda Meir early life, her rise to power and the manner in which she dealt with the major issues of Israel when she was minister of labor, Foreign Minister, and finally Prime Minister. Each chapter is preceded by a lengthy introduction that places the documents in historic perspective. The editor is one of Israel’s leading historians. Inevitably, during her tenure as Foreign Minister, Golda Meir often addressed the United Nations General Assembly and Security Council. United Nations General Assembly, Official Records 1956–1965, New York, 1957–1966, contains much material on the Arab–Israel conflict that occupied much of the time of the United Nations and figures prominently in all the sessions of the General Assembly since April 1947. They are indispensable for the understanding of the issues and problems Israel faced in the international organization. Similarly, United Nations Security Council, Official Records, 1956–1965, New York, 1956–1965, is also an invaluable source since the Security Council began to deal with the Arab–Israel conflict in early 1948 and has since devoted hundreds of hours to discussing this issue. Golda Meir first addressed this body in 1956. She had a memorable appearance before the Security Council in June 1960 when she defended the capture of Nazi war criminal Adolph Eichmann by Israeli agents. Another basic source are the American documents: United States, Department of State, Foreign Relations of the United States (FRUS), 1947–1974, 1955–1957, Vols. XIV–XV, Washington, 1989; 1961–1962– Vol. XVII, Washington, 2000; 1964–1967, Vol. XVIII, Washington, 2000; 1967, Vol. XIX, Washington, 2004; 1969–1972, Vol. XXIII, Washington, 2005; 1972–1974, Vol. XXXV, Washington, 2011; 1974–1976, Vol. XXVI, Washington, 2012. These volumes are also indispensable for the understanding of America’s role in the creation of Israel and its policy regarding that country as well as other aspects of America’s policy in the Middle East. Golda Meir appears in these volumes as early as in 1948, and fig ures prominently in them as Foreign Minister and later as Prime Minister.


  Biographical Studies


  Golda Meir has been the subject of at least fifty biographies, some of them for children and young adults. The majority are adulatory, few critical. Most works were aimed at American audience, few for Israeli readers. Following are some of the more important works. Agres, Eliyahu, Golda Meir—Portrait of a Prime Minister, New York: Sabra Books, 1969, was written by an Israeli journalist at the request of the Israel Labor Party shortly after Golda Meir became Prime Minister of Israel. This is a highly adulatory description of her life interspersed with citations from her speeches. There is no attempt to evaluate her life and achievements or provide a historic background for the events in which she was involved. Another effort is Avallone, Michael, A Woman Called Golda, New York: Leisure Books, 1982. This is a novel based on the 1982 Paramount television movie called A Woman Called Golda written by Harold Gast and Steen Gethers. It adds little to the understanding of Israeli history, society, foreign policy, and the Arab–Israel conflict. The next work is far better: Avizohar, Meir, ed. Golda—Thee Rise of a Leader, Tel Aviv: Am Oved, 1994. (Hebrew). This is a collection of articles by leading Israeli scholars dealing with the rise of Golda Meir from a Histadrut functionary to national prominence. The editor was a prominent historian and a Knesset member on behalf of the Labor Party. He wrote the chapter “From a Workers Activist to National Leadership,” in Avizohar, Meir, ed. Golda—Rise of a Leader, Tel Aviv: Am Oved, 1994: 139–187. (Hebrew). Avizohar describes the slow ascent of Golda Meir in the ranks of the Histadrut, the Mapai party, and from 1946 in the Jewish Agency. One of her leading traits was to learn the inner workings of each organization she was dealing with, seek advice from others and plan her own action in that body. She became known among her peers as a workhorse, willing and able to undertake any mission, be it in Palestine or abroad. The next book is highly valuable: Avner, Yehuda, The Prime Ministers: An Intimate Narrative of Israeli Leadership, New Milford Conn: Toby Press, 2010. Yehuda Avner was a senior Israeli official and diplomat who worked in the ministry for foreign affairs and later in the office of the Prime Minister, where he served with much distinction under Golda Meir, Yitzhak Rabin, and Menachem Begin. He was also a first class writer whose descriptions of a number of Israeli Prime Ministers he knew intimately are of great value. The stories he relates are based on witnessing the events he described thus lending much to our understanding of the zeitgeist under which they toiled. Burkett, Elinore, Golda, New York: Harper-Collins, 2008, was written by an American professor of journalism; it portrayed Golda Meir in the best possible and positive manner. Many factual errors mar this otherwise good biography. Another book of interest is Chen, Zalman, The Happy Seven Years—Golda Meir Minister of Labor, Tel Aviv: The Lavon Institute, 1987. (Hebrew). Zalman Chen was Golda Meir’s spokesman when she was minister of labor. He was also her speech writer in those years (1949–1956). His memoirs add much to our knowledge and understanding of the Herculean tasks that faced the ministry in attempts to find housing and jobs for the hundreds of thousands of immigrants who streamed penniless into Israel. Another official who worked with Golda Meir and wrote his memiors was Eilam, Yitzahk who wrote Close to Golda, Tel Aviv: The Lavon Institute, 1986. (Hebrew). Yitzhak Eilam served as a senior official in the Ministry of Labor, Construction and Social Insurance and was a moving spirit in the drafting and enacting Israel labor laws that are considered today to be one of Golda Meir’s major achievements. Before his death he was interviewed by Bat-Or Drora and Sarah Rehavi, Golda Meir’s daughter. He portrays the family-like atmosphere that prevailed in that ministry and praises Golda Meir’s leadership and vision in this particular field. Additional material on those years is supplied by Gildai, Dan, “The Intensity of Action—Immigrant Absorption and Social Legislation 1949–1956,” in Avizohar, Meir, ed. Golda—Rise of a Leader, Tel Aviv, Am Oved, 1994: 251–407. (Hebrew). This is probably the best description of Golda Meir’s years as Minister of Labor and Social Insurance written by an Israeli scholar specializing in the history of the Israel labor movement. He describes in detail the formulation of policies which became laws, the inhuman problems that faced Golda Meir and her team as they struggled to lay the foundation for housing and employment for hundreds of thousands of destitute immigrants. Ths early years are described in detail in Gilboa, Moshe, “First Steps,” in Avizohar, Meir, ed. Golda—Rise of a Leader, Tel Aviv: Am Oved, 1994: 13–39. (Hebrew). Moshe Gilboa is an Israeli historian whose article deals with the hesitant first steps taken by Golda Meir in Palestine shortly after her immigration in 1921. He describes her stay in Merhavia, the move to Jerusalem and the first steps in the Women’s Workers Council. In those days Golda acquired knowledge of Hebrew, understanding of the situation and this was seen in her growing self-confidence. Another important contribution to the understanding of Golda Meir’s tenure in the Histadrut is Greenberg, Yitzhak, “Golda in the Histadrut—Emissary and Mission,” in Avizohar, Meir, Golda—Rise of a Leader, Tel Aviv: Am Oved, 1994: 41–137. (Hebrew). As noted above, Golda Meir was a senior functionary in the Federation of Trade Unions (Histadrut) from 1928 to 1946. These were the formative years of her rise to national prominence and leadership, when she held various positions in the Histadrut from responsibility fo the foreign relations of the organization, ties with the Mandatory regime, the Sick Fund, labor relations, and the many missions abroad on behalf of the Histadrut. Greenberg is a leading historian of the Yisahuv era. A well known Israeli historian and a biographer of several Israeli Prime Ministers, also tried his hand at a biography of Golda Meir: Goldstein, Yossi, Golda—Biograpahy, Beer Sheba, Ben-Gurion University Press, 2012. (Hebrew). This a full-length, often critical, biography of Golda Meir. Goldstein is also the biographer of Rabin and Eshkol and used very good sources. While he followed a well-beaten path without presenting new material, his biography is marred by many errors of fact, wrong spelling of names, wrong time frame, and even inconsistent presentation of the bibliography he used. For her brief tenture as Secretary General of Mapai see Hazan, Meir, “Golda Meir: A Leader—Secretary General of the Party,” in Studies in the Resurgence of Israel, 20, 2010: 249–278 (Hebrew). After retiring from the foreign ministry, Golda Meir was persuaded to become Secretary General of the Mapai, still reeling from the split in the party and the establishment of the breakaway Rafi party. Her two and a half years’ stint was marked by the crisis leading to the Six Days War. Golda unsuccessfully opposed expanding the government and above all handing the defense ministry from Prime Minister Levi Eshkol
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  About the Author


  


  Meron Medzini was born in Jerusalem in 1932. His mother, Regina-Hamburger Medzini, immigrated to Israel from Milwaukee in 1921 and was a lifelong friend of Golda Meir since they met in grade 2 in Fourth Street Public School in Milwaukee. His father, Moshe Medzini, was a journalist and historian who immigrated to Israel from Siberia by way of Japan and China in late 1919. After his military service in the Israel Defence Force, Medzini studied in the United States obtaining his BA from the College of the City of New York, his MA from Georgetown University and his PhD from Harvard in East Asian languages and civilizations. From 1957 to 1959 he was a junior information officer at the Israel Embassy in Washington. Upon his return to Israel he was appointed Director of the Israel Government Press Office in Jerusalem and in that capacity served as spokesman for the bureaus of Prime Ministers Levi Eshkol (1966–1969), Golda Meir (1973–1974) and Yitzhak Rabin (1974–1975). He was also a political commentator on the Israel Radio Overseas broadcasts, lectured at the Israel Defence Force Staff and Command College and the Jewish Agency’s Emissary School. He undertook speaking and fund-raising mission for the Israel government and various fund-raising organizations in Europe and North America. He also pursued an academic career lecturing on modern Japanese history at the Hebrew University. From 1973 to 2017 he was a visiting professor at the Rothberg International School of the Hebrew University of Jerusalem teaching the basic course on Israel’s foreign policy. He also lectured at Tel Aviv University (1995–2014). Between 1978 and 1995 he served as a senior director in Keren Hayesod—United Israel Appeal and was responsible for leadership development, operations, and planning and head of the English Speaking Countries department. He is the author of six books and over seventy articles in peer-reviewed academic publications in Israel and overseas. Between 1974 and 2001 he was the editor in chief of the Israel’s Foreign Ministry series “Israel’s Foreign Relations—Selected Documents,” of which 18 volumes appeared. In 1990 he published the first full-length biography of Golda Meir in Hebrew. It was later expanded into a second version that appeared in 2008 and won the Israel Prime Minister’s Prize in 2010. This biography was based on newly opened archives in Israel and abroad, on scores of interviews with people who were close to Golda Meir and on the author’s own experience working for fifteen years in the Office of the Prime Minister. An English version of the political biography of Golda Meir was published in 2017 by De Gruyter Verlag. He also published several articles on various aspects in the life of Golda Meir. In 2016 he was awarded the Order of the Rising Sun by the government of Japan for promoting cultural relations between Israel and Japan. He retired from active teaching in 2017 and resides in Jerusalem.
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