
  
  
      
        
          The One Truth

          Contextual Absolutism and the Battle for Doctrinal Clarity

		      
          L. J. Anderson

        

        
          
          Lamad Press

        

      

    


  
  Copyright © 2025 by L. J. Anderson 
www.ljandersonbooks.com
Published by Lamad Press, PO Box 50477, Billings MT, 59105, www.lamadpress.com
ISBN 978-1-963291-18-6 (paperback), 978-1-963291-19-3 (hardback), and 978-1-963291-20-9 (ebook)
All rights reserved.
No portion of this book may be reproduced in any form without written permission from the publisher or author, except as permitted by US copyright law.
Unless otherwise noted, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Book cover by Jenn Anderson
First edition 2025






  
    
      Contents

    

    
      
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        Dedication
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        Abstract
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        Preface
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        Why Truth Matters More Than Ever
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        1.
        
        What Is Truth?
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        2.
        
        There Is Only One Truth Per Question
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        3.
        
        Truth and God: Singular Truth in Scripture
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        4.
        
        Truth vs. Perspective: A Look at Contextual Truths
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        5.
        
        Why Christians Disagree
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        6.
        
        How to Discover the Truth (Without Falling into Error)
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        7.
        
        Why Truth Demands Action
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        8.
        
        Formalizing Contextual Absolutism
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        A Brief Call to Action
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        Also by L. J. Anderson
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        Bibliography
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        A Note to Scholars and Critics
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        About the author
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
      

    
  


  
  





















To Quinn and Malachi,
may you grow in your love for the truth
and the one from whom all truth originates








  
  Abstract


The One Truth: Contextual Absolutism and the Battle for Doctrinal Clarity presents a bold claim: every question in life and theology has exactly one correct answer, even if that truth is complex and difficult to articulate. In an age where relativism dominates cultural discourse and doctrinal disagreement is treated as inevitable, or even desirable, this book challenges both the church, and by extension, the world to return to a biblical and philosophical understanding of truth as singular, objective, and discoverable.
Author L. J. Anderson dismantles the modern myth that conflicting perspectives can all be valid, showing through accessible examples (like the 6-or-9 illusion, the half-empty glass, and even pineapple pizza) that disagreement is often a matter of faulty perception, not competing truths. Drawing from Scripture, logic, and theological reflection, Anderson explains why truth must govern not only our moral and spiritual convictions but our doctrinal formulations as well.
Designed for lay readers, pastors, students, and thoughtful Christians, this book lays the philosophical groundwork for Anderson’s broader theological vision, including his development of Structural Theism. It equips readers to reject relativism, think clearly, and pursue truth with conviction, regardless of tradition, popularity, or pressure to compromise.






  
  Preface


The book you are reading is unapologetically independently published. 1 Independent publishing offers many benefits and only a few significant drawbacks, namely, the lack of peer review and brand recognition. Authors who are not yet widely known often depend on the credibility of the publisher’s name. Peer review, for its part, plays an important role in academic publishing, acting as a gatekeeper to prevent poor scholarship from reaching publication. Where possible, I welcome peer-reviewed engagement with these ideas in journal articles, responses, and academic dialogue.
However, peer review does not guarantee high-quality work, just as the absence of peer review does not necessarily imply poor quality. In many ways, true peer review begins after publication, when the broader academic community has the opportunity to evaluate and respond to the work. In this model, peer engagement happens post-publication, as scholars interact with the material in print, online forums, public reviews, and future publications.
While still largely untested, this publishing model shows promise as an alternative method of making academic research accessible. The majority of scholars continue to view independent publishing as significantly inferior to peer-reviewed articles or works released by traditional academic presses.

The following note expands on the mission behind Lamad Press and my broader goals as an independent scholar-publisher.
Theological Publishing with Purpose

L. J. Anderson is pioneering a new approach to theological scholarship, one that is academically rigorous, biblically faithful, and institutionally independent.
Through Lamad Press, he is constructing a publishing model that restores Scripture as the primary authority in theological method while engaging seriously with the philosophical and historical challenges of Christian doctrine. His work seeks not merely to critique existing systems but to build constructive theological models that speak to the most enduring tensions in Christian thought.
At the heart of this mission is Anderson’s development of Structural Theism, a theological framework that accounts for the internal identity of God by emphasizing divine structure over classical simplicity. Structural Theism affirms the reality of Trinitarian distinction, upholds the relational depth of God revealed in Scripture, and seeks to avoid the conceptual pitfalls of both eternal generation and impersonal metaphysics. It is a model designed to preserve God’s oneness and threeness without collapsing into modalism, metaphysical abstraction, or tritheism.
One key expression of this model is the Incarnational Monogenetic Model, which offers a biblically grounded alternative to the doctrine of eternal generation by locating the Son’s identity not in timeless derivation, but in his incarnational role and mission as uniquely begotten of the Father.
Unlike traditional academic pathways bound by institutional gatekeeping and publishing delays, Anderson’s independent model allows for timely, coherent, and accessible scholarship, published through Lamad Press and distributed by Lamad Christian Books. His aim is to demonstrate that it is possible to do theology that is both deeply scholarly and uncompromisingly biblical, outside the confines of conventional academic systems.
Rooted in Tradition

Independent theological publishing is not a modern innovation; rather, it is a return to Christian tradition. From the Church Fathers to the Reformers, many of the most influential theologians operated outside formal institutions, writing and distributing works grounded in theological conviction, fidelity to Scripture, and service to the church. Lamad Press stands in that same stream, reviving a historic model for a new generation of biblical theology.


1.
      It should be noted that Lamad Press is not a vanity or pay-to-publish service. It is the author's personal scholarly imprint, established to house a single, coherent body of theological research. The purpose is to develop this work with academic rigor and present it transparently for open review, allowing the arguments to stand or fall on their own merit.
    






  
  Why Truth Matters More Than Ever


Despite what many seem to think, theology is not a buffet that we can pick and choose from. I cannot choose a particular flavor of a given doctrine just because there is historical precedent for it. Truth demands something much more robust than that. In contemporary theology, the major concern is unity. Biblically, the church is commanded to be one but, clearly, this is not the case today. The church is fundamentally divided and continues to divide more every day. To combat this, many churches and theologians hold to some form of ecumenism, at least in idea, if not in actuality. Ecumenism is based on the idea that we can agree to disagree so long as we all uphold a certain set of doctrines which are typically said to be “essential” to the faith and that doing so defends Christian unity. However, the claim that Christians shouldn’t argue about “nonessentials” may sound peaceable, but it quietly implies that some revealed truths of Scripture are functionally optional. More extreme versions of this fall into functional religious pluralism, which is the view that there are many paths to God. The problem with all of this is that Scripture does not uphold this view, nor does it mean that we should not have grace with one another as we seek truth. That said, grace is not a license to accept contradiction. It is the posture we adopt as we pursue clarity together. A robust defense of the last few statements is the subject of another book. This book, however, provides the logical and biblical basis for understanding what truth is and how we are to go about seeking it. Broadly speaking, The One Truth defends the concept that truth is singular both biblically and logically. It is meant to provide an epistemological foundation for seeking truth as Christians.
The One Truth is designed to make you think about truth claims. To illustrate the kind of thing I hope you will be able to analyze after this book is finished, let me present to you a quote from Star Wars (spoilers ahead). In Episode 3, Anakin Skywalker, a troubled young Jedi Knight (think space wizard), turns to the dark side of the force (think of “Chi” and similar concepts from Eastern religions) and becomes a Sith Lord (a bad space wizard) known as Darth Vader. He is confronted by Obi-Wan Kenobi, his former master who remains a Jedi Master. Prior to a big, epic fight scene, Obi-Wan tries to reason with Anakin. Eventually, Anakin makes the following statement: “If you’re not with me, then you’re my enemy!” Obi-Wan responded, “Only a Sith deals in absolutes. I will do what I must.”
Did you catch it? Obi-Wan made a truth claim about the Sith… and by doing so declared himself a Sith. He said, “Only a Sith deals in absolutes,” which is, itself, an absolute statement. Thus, if only Sith deal in absolutes, then Obi-Wan is a Sith. Obi-Wan made a truth claim that is self-refuting. Unfortunately, many in the world today do the exact same thing. Someone saying to me, “My truth is my truth, and your truth is your truth” is functionally no different. What they are saying, in function, is this: “Every person has their own truth.” But that is a universal truth claim. They are telling me that their truth is truth and my truth is truth, but what if I disagree? Aren’t they telling me what my truth is? They have decided they are the arbiter of truth over everyone else while trying to claim that there is no universal truth.
Christians will rarely say things like that, at least on the surface. That said, when we hear phrases like “we must agree to disagree” that is a subtle infiltration of relativism into the church, particularly when it is intended to shut down dialogue. It implies that we can both reasonably hold our positions. The problem is that this is not how truth works. Unfortunately, few truly seek the truth. We have grown complacent with what we believe rather than seeking for the truth.
Why This Book?

This book has a two-fold purpose. On the one hand, it is an apologetic defense of truth over and against both moral and religious relativism, as I have been laying out in this introduction. It is designed to teach you how to evaluate truth claims and be able to discover the truth for yourself. This is a huge deal in our culture today. Additionally, this book would make an excellent addition to a course on epistemology, apologetics, or hermeneutics. But that is not my entire reason for writing this book. The other hand that needs to be shown is that I am writing this book to defend my methodology. I write books that are polemic. They unapologetically seek to demolish bad reasoning and exegesis and build something that can take its place based on Scripture and sound reason. As such, The One Truth is an apologetic for my method. It answers several questions. Why do I write the books I write? Why am I so unwilling to compromise? From the reader’s angle, it answers questions like, “How does L. J. Anderson get to the positions he gets to?”
Also, if you are looking for a more “formal” introduction to the logic behind The One Truth, Chapter 8 lays the foundation for Contextual Absolutism using formal logic, a formal definition, and engages with the core axioms.






