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The following manuscript was first published in 2004 and has now been updated for this 2024 edition. Billy Graham is the most well-known Christian in living memory, and his impact on Christendom continues to be felt around the world. His ecumenical connections and the gospel he preached and promoted are the main reasons for revising and releasing this book.

Lordship salvation is something he was most known for. The Catholic ‘plan of salvation,’ where one must ‘first turn from their sins in order to be saved,’ is another gospel that Paul condemns in the Book of Galatians. This ecumenical lordship salvation ‘gospel’ is something all true Bible believers should be concerned about enough to speak up against and warn anybody who calls themselves Christians to make sure they are not promoting it.

Sinners can only be saved by their faith alone in the death, burial, and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ. His precious blood was shed for the sins of the world, and only one’s sole faith in this will save sinners from the eternal fires of hell.

Legacy

“We were given a red-carpet welcome at the airport by our two official hosts, Ambassador Zhang Wenjin [Chinese official] and Bishop K. H. Ting, President of the China Christian Council. American Ambassador Winston Lord was on hand too (pages 602, 603). He [Premier Li Peng, China’s head of state] had invited us to visit him. I knew Premier Li was somewhat familiar with us, since our visit was preceded by personal notes of introduction from Nixon, Kissinger, and Bush” (p. 604).

This intriguing account is taken from a trip to China in 1988. Just over ten years earlier, under Chairman Mao Zedong's brutal and communist reign, this would have been unheard of.

There can be no doubt that whenever Graham went overseas, ‘the world and his wife’ were always on hand to meet him. Or as one preacher would say: ‘Graham gets the mayor, the red carpet, and the keys to every city he visits.’

When in England, he would visit Prime Ministers, Churchill and Thatcher, with Churchill apparently believing that the Bible was inspired (p. 236).

Whilst in Russia, a trip to the Kremlin was arranged for him to meet Mikhail Gorbachev, and once again, like Red China, something unheard of only a few years earlier.

And even North Korea’s president, Kim II Sung, would welcome Graham with open arms (p. 625).

Graham’s crusade trip to North Korea was something that not even pope John Paul II was able to manage, and thus Graham was quite content to personally deliver a long message from the pontiff to this communist dictator, after of course, he had given him George Bush’s personal message as well (p. 626).

What other preachers, past or present, ever enjoyed such privileges? Certainly, John Wesley didn’t, (‘John Wesley,’ by Basil Miller, 1943, p. 94), or the apostle Paul (2 Corinthians 11:23-29).

Graham’s crusades hadn’t always gone without incident, for there had been numerous attempts on his life (p. 669-670).

But why did Graham always receive the red carpet treatment? Why did doors open to him, while other people were unable to even distribute Bible tracts in certain countries? And if people were/are caught doing this, they will nearly always receive 10 years hard labour!

It would appear to me that Graham when travelling abroad took two messages with him:

1) An ecumenical and Roman Catholic friendly gospel.

2) A message from governments and possibly media and business tycoons. And this is why, I believe, hostile governments treated him like a long-lost son. (Please see how happy Nixon was when learning of Graham’s success in China; second to last paragraph on p. 613).
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When I first sat down to read a used copy of Billy Graham’s 1997 autobiography 'Just As I Am,' I really had no idea what my thoughts might be, if any at all. I had never heard any of his broadcasts or read any of his books prior to his memoirs, but I had, of course, long been curious about Graham and his very successful ministry!

Graham would say of himself: “My goal was not to get people to leave their church; rather commit their lives to Christ” (p. 163).

One well-known fundamentalist made the error when he said that Graham went from being a fundamentalist to ecumenical, but that’s just not true. Graham was always broad and ecumenical, and this he made crystal clear: “One thing that thrilled me was the diversity of viewpoints we were exposed to in the classroom, a wondrous blend of ecumenical and evangelical thought that was really ahead of its time” (p. 46).

I remember watching him on the news when he gave the eulogy at Washington’s Cathedral in the wake of 9/11 and how he said they [the victims] “are all in a better place now.”

At the time of hearing this, when I was not yet a Christian, I thought to myself, 'This guy is very liberal.' How could he say this? Later, my Bible would tell me that only those who are born again will enter Heaven

Graham the man and the evangelist

So off I went, only 735 pages to read. I would have to confess, that right from the outset, this book was very interesting, easy to read and flowed quite naturally. Graham came across as sincere, very hard working and also rather old-fashioned, for he would always call his father-in-law, Dr. Bell.

He also shared humorous stories, like for example when he had been invited by President Ford to appear at an official banquet at the White House, which had Grace Kelly and her husband, the King of Monaco present: “I sat beside Grace Kelly, Princess Grace of Monaco. We were chatting, but at the same time I was stalling. I was looking in despair at the elaborate place setting of knives, forks, and spoons. Dr. Graham, are you watching me? she asked. Yes, I said, caught in the act. But I am watching you, she said back. I’m waiting for you to start” (p. 471).

While this story is interesting to read, I would also come to believe that Graham was rather ignorant at times and even naive. For example, while on a trip to Auschwitz concentration camp, he said: “I call upon Christians everywhere to work and pray for peace” (p. 485).

Yet if one takes the time to read the book of Revelation, death is the main subject and millions if not billions of people will perish during this time of Great Tribulation. Sadly Graham never told his readers this or his entourage at Auschwitz.

The main theme of the book is, of course, his unique evangelistic work and his personal presidential pastoring for he has served all presidents from Truman to Bush Jr.

Some of the figures that surround Graham’s crusades are as follows:


  Preached to over 210 million people in 185 countries.
  Stated that 2,874,082 people personally received Jesus Christ as their own Saviour (Time Magazine, 15/11/1994).


  In nearly every country that he and his team preached in, the host government provided anything from hotel accommodation to aircraft, and all at the cost of their nations taxpayers. Even the Red Army helped wire up a generator for a Church in Russia, something previously unimaginable (p. 549).


  He continually refused to warn his Catholic and other apostate church members to leave such churches after coming forward at his crusades. And in November 2004, Cardinal Mahoney released a statement notifying Catholic churches in the Los Angeles diocese, ahead of Graham’s Nov. 21-22 weekend crusade, that Dr. Graham would not be proselytising Catholics. If any Catholics ‘made decisions for Christ,’ they were to be quickly pointed towards a Catholic steward, to be reintegrated ‘back into their churches.’



Would credit some rather infamous people for supporting him and his crusades throughout the years:


  Nelson Rockefeller [the Rockefeller foundation is very powerful and owns the UN building and the land it stands on] (p. 457).
  Lord Hugh Fraser [House of Fraser departmental stores in the UK] (p. 249).


  Rupert Murdock [Media tycoon with generous donations to the Catholic church. His company Zondervan own the publishing rights to the NIV Bible, and he would also commission
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