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Look around you. It is getting dark out there. It is dark with demonic storms. The narratives of the world are dark. It is even dark in churches as apostasy is rife. Lawlessness abounds, and so do violence and wickedness. In a time of so much deception and hostility towards the Gospel, will you remain standing for Jesus? Will you remain on the Rock, not allowing yourself to be moved by threats, persecutions, or the glitter of fool’s gold?

Psalm 62 says, “5 My soul, wait silently for God alone, For my expectation is from Him. 6 He only is my rock and my salvation; He is my defense; I shall not be moved. 7 In God is my salvation and my glory; The rock of my strength, and my refuge, is in God. 8 Trust in Him at all times, you people; Pour out your heart before Him; God is a refuge for us.” Glory to God, we need to trust God and hold onto Him for then no devil or man shall move us out of His glory! Romans 8: 37 Yet in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us. 38 For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to come, 39 nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Psalm 16:8 is a confident and encouraging proclamation from the psalmist, King David. In this verse, he declares, “I have set the Lord always before me: because he is at my right hand, I shall not be moved” (KJV). Other translations use the phrase I shall not be shaken in place of I shall not be moved; both expressions underscore David’s unwavering conviction. Throughout the psalm, David expresses his reliance on and trust in God.

To explain the meaning of I shall not be moved, we can use various metaphors. Imagine a firmly rooted tree, a house built on a strong foundation, or a courageous soldier holding the line in battle. We have strong confidence when we know we have support behind us. We can face life’s challenges knowing that the Almighty is with us. He is “at my right hand.” The ancients used this phrase to symbolise a person’s ultimate source of strength and power.

David’s trust expressed in Psalm 16:8 is not confined to the present world, nor does it suggest that he anticipated a life devoid of difficulties. His confidence that he would not be moved rested in God’s power, which even extends over death.

God’s power is evident in Genesis 1:1, “In the beginning, God made the heavens and the earth.” Everything traces back to the Ultimate Source, who brought forth conscious minds. God’s sovereignty encompasses evil, death, sin, suffering, and even Satan, as demonstrated through Christ’s victory on the cross (1 Corinthians 15:54–57; Colossians 2:13–15; Hebrews 2:14–15; Romans 8:11; John 11:25–26). The Creator holds the world in His hands, cares for human affairs, and is the Apex of wisdom (Psalm 24:1; Matthew 6:25–26; Romans 11:33–36).

Yes, in such dark times we must not be moved from God, or His truth, Spirit, ways, will or Kingdom!

1 Corinthians 15 emphatically declares: 58 Therefore, my beloved brothers and sisters, be steadfast, immovable, always excelling in the work of the Lord [always doing your best and doing more than is needed], being continually aware that your labor [even to the point of exhaustion] in the Lord is not futile nor wasted [it is never without purpose].

We must remain steadfast, which means resolutely or dutifully firm and unwavering in our service to God and His Kingdom.

We must remain immovable, which is only possible when we remain grounded on the immovable rock which is Jesus.

Yes, we must endure, persist, remain focused and dedicated in our service to the King! We cannot allow ourselves to be bullied, or to be pushed around. We need to stand upon His truth. We need to remain firm in our devotion and love for Him, no matter what the world throws against us.

Psalm 112:6 says, “Surely he will never be shaken; the righteous will be in everlasting remembrance.” No matter what is happening around us, and no matter the demonic storms or the tribulations or persecutions we may face, we shall not be moved or be shaken when we abide in the Lord. Acts 2:25 says, “For David says concerning Him: ‘I foresaw the Lord always before my face, For He is at my right hand, that I may not be shaken.” When God is with us, we shall not be shaken! Praise the Lord, we serve an awesome God!

Hebrews 12:28 says, “Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom which cannot be shaken, let us have grace, by which we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear.” Yes, we can stand (Ephesians 6) and remain standing for God, no matter how the world shakes because God’s Kingdom will never be shaken! Psalm 21:7 says, “For the king trusts in the Lord, And through the mercy of the Most High he shall not be moved,” and “Psalm 62:2 He only is my rock and my salvation; He is my defense; I shall not be greatly moved.” Jesus is the eternal Rock. Nothing can move God. Yet God will shake this world because of its wickedness. God will bring judgement on those who do evil, yet those who stand with God shall not be shaken!

Psalm 121: 1 I will lift up my eyes to the hills— from whence comes my help? 2 My help comes from the Lord, Who made heaven and earth. 3 He will not allow your foot to be moved; He who keeps you will not slumber. 4 Behold, He who keeps Israel Shall neither slumber nor sleep. 5 The Lord is your keeper; The Lord is your shade at your right hand. 6 The sun shall not strike you by day, Nor the moon by night. 7 The Lord shall [c]preserve you from all evil; He shall preserve your soul. 8 The Lord shall preserve your going out and your coming in From this time forth, and even forevermore.

Consider how the Lord shook Sodom and Gomorrah, yet Adam and his nephew Lot were not shaken. These cities were notoriously sinful and were destroyed by “sulfur and fire” because of their wickedness (Genesis 19:24). In the Genesis account, God reveals to Abraham that Sodom and Gomorrah are to be destroyed for their grave sins (18:20). Abraham pleads for the lives of any righteous people living there, especially the lives of his nephew, Lot, and his family. Two angels, appearing as men, are sent to Lot in Sodom but are met with a wicked mob who asks for the newcomers. Lot offers the mob his daughters instead, but this only further enrages the mob, who are then struck blind by the angelic guests (19:1–11). Finding only Lot and his family as righteous among the inhabitants, the angels warn Lot to quickly evacuate the city and not look back.

Just as God shook Sodom and Gomorrah, God will shake this world again to bring forth a new earth and heavens. 2 Peter 3 declares how the heavens will disappear with a roar and the elements will be destroyed by fire. Yes, God will shake all things and the earth and everything in it will be laid bare. In Revelation 7, we read of the vision of the great multitude and it says., “So he said to me, “These are the ones who come out of the great tribulation, and washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 15 Therefore they are before the throne of God, and serve Him day and night in His temple. And He who sits on the throne will dwell among them. 16 They shall neither hunger anymore nor thirst anymore; the sun shall not strike them, nor any heat; 17 for the Lamb who is in the midst of the throne will shepherd them and lead them to living fountains of waters. And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” Glory to God, while God shook the world in judgment (read also Romans 1), those who held onto the Lord were not shaken! Because they were not moved from Christ, they would now dwell with the Lamb forever!

There have been many debates on the great tribulation. Some reckon it has already taken place. Some argue it is still coming. Then of course there is the debate if the believers will endure the tribulation, or maybe only a part of it. The reality is that whatever the tribulation looks like, and if we partake it or not, the reality is the world is already very dark and hostile to the followers of Jesus. There is a clear agenda for a great demonic onslaught on the earth, resulting in the rise of THE final antichrist and false prophet. While many are debating the tribulation, many Christians are already facing horrendous persecutions. The world has become an incredible demonized place, and only a powerful move of God – the end-time revival – will see the tide turn for some to come out of the darkness. In such hostile times, we need to remain standing for God, and not to be moved. We, therefore, need to abide in the Lord and remain standing on the Rock.

The teaching of Jesus in Matthew 7 should be well-known regarding the wise and foolish builders. It says: “24 Therefore whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does them, I will liken him to a wise man who built his house on the rock: 25 and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it did not fall, for it was founded on the rock.  26 “But everyone who hears these sayings of Mine, and does not do them, will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand: 27 and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it fell. And great was its fall.” 28 And so it was, when Jesus had ended these sayings, that the people were astonished at His teaching, 29 for He taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes.”

The one with foundations will not be moved; the other is guaranteed to be shaken by life’s storms. Those who place their trust in Christ have that unshakable foundation. Regardless of circumstances, we can walk with confidence, knowing that we are secure in His hands—both in the present and for eternity. It should be noted that when the Lord teaches about the house built upon a rock, we have to take note that the house is not immune to any storm, wind or rain. Yes, even this house is vulnerable to the elements. The only difference between a house built on rock and a house built on sand is that one will completely collapse. There is the notion that disciples will be spared from trials and tribulations. Consider Paul, who endured multiple hardships (2 Corinthians 11), but he endured until the end because his life was built upon the rock of Jesus. Too often, disciples want the simple life, but we are called to be a light in the darkness (therefore, we are surrounded by darkness), to be the salt when the world has chosen wickedness and to endure in times of persecution.

Disciples of the Lord are not immune to this world. They are not immune to its storms. The disciples in the boat realised this reality when the storm waged around them and so in fear cried out to Jesus to help them. And with one word, the Master had calmed the waves. Yes, we are not immune to the ups and downs. Jesus may have died for our trespasses and secured our healing, but the reality is that believers are not gods or super-human, merely vessels of flesh and blood trying to be worthy vessels of His majesty. King Solomon understood the truth that the sun shines on both the wicked and the good when writing Ecclesiastes. Many times it seems God does not care or has abandoned us when the storm hits and when the wind blows, but eventually, those who remain in the Lord will remain standing while those who continue in their evil ways will be toppled.

We need to realise the end times will be spiritually very intense, as the spiritual war wages and deception along with rebellion deepen to incredible levels of apostasy (especially within the Babylonian church system). There is a clear black awakening taking place, meaning a satanic agenda to spiritually corrupt and to destroy. The true Bride, therefore, the remnant who has not bowed the knee to Babylon like the 7000 mentioned by God when encouraging Elijah, needs to be fully prepared, trained, equipped and empowered to stand (in accordance with Ephesians 6) for such times. Paul warned in 2 Thessalonians 2 that BEFORE the coming of Christ, we will see the great falling away (which applies to the church, also see 2 Timothy 3, 2 Timothy 4 of rejecting truth) and then the man of sin/lawlessness will be revealed. The rebellion in the church has been in motion for a long time, yet the intensity of the apostasy is quickening and bounds unchecked, it seems to lead into greater calamity and spiritual conflict (also read 2 Peter 2, Book of Jude).

In such times, the remnant will be called to not only remain standing and resisting the agendas, schemes and brainwashing of the devil but also to overcome and fulfil the Great Commission in the power of God. After all, the urgency of OVERCOMING is highlighted in the letters to the churches in Revelation. The remnant will need to know how to OVERCOME, how to thrive in the storms, and how to remain standing in the truth and not bow to the spirit of error, deception, wickedness and lawlessness.

The Lord spoke years ago about a very intense season ahead for all disciples of the Lord. Regarding the season of intensity, the Lord emphasises “for the disciples”, for the disciple walks in God’s Truth and Kingdom, for there is a difference between a Spirit-filled disciple and a mere believer. An intense season speaks of an intense onslaught, thus against the gate. The Lord said this would be a season of intense battles for all disciples, a season of intense struggles, intense conflicts, and intense warfare. This will be a season of intense spiritual encounters with God, but also intense encounters in conflict with the demonic. It will be the intensity of Elijah when he encountered with the false prophets of Baal on Mount Carmel and his struggles with Ahab and Jezebel.

This will be a season of intense demonic manifestations, and this will be a season of intense inner struggles within the disciples. For those who persevere and for those who seek the Lord, this will be a season of intense encounters with God as Moses had at the burning bush.  For this will be a season of intense prophetic revelations regarding God’s move in the Kingdom, declarations and prophetic utterances and manifestations.

Yes, we need to know intense will be the dreams and visions God will give, for there is intensity in the spiritual realm we are about to witness. Even deliverance and healing will be intense, as intense as God delivering Israel from the hands of Egypt. Even signs and wonders and miracles will be intense. Take note says the Lord, demonic manifestations will be incredibly intense and in the open, yet many churches will not know how to deal with this. Intense will be the levels of authority God’s children will walk in, and intense will be the call for holiness and purity. For I see an increasing intensity within the churches between those who seek after the Lord and those who seek after religion and self-gain. This is the intensity felt between Saul and David.

Yes, intense will be the rebellion against God, the iniquity, the apostasy and the deception. For the darkness is intensifying, yet God calls for His children to walk in the intensity of His Glory. Yes, an intensity of His Glory! For this intense season is a work of the Lord of purging, purifying, refining and cleansing. The intense encounters and battles and inner struggles will shake, sift, and it will clearly display and expose the chasm between the false and the real, the godly and ungodly, the holy and the unholy, the truth and the lies, the Kingdom and the counterfeit movement, the true prophetic and the occult, the supernatural and mysticism.

Such a season is upon us and it will be very intense. It will not be easy for many will fall and many ministries will be shaken, yet great will be the power of the Lord, for now is the time to abandon all for the intense walk with God. Yet we do not have to fear if we remain standing on the Rock. We must not relent in our boldness or in the strength of the Lord, for the battle belongs to Him! We need to understand the Lord shall not relent and the Lord shall repel for we need to stand upon the Word that no weapon forged against us shall prosper! We must stand upon Psalm 91 and Psalm 23.

Yes, we shall not go quietly into the day, neither shall we surrender or submit or bow the knee to the world! We must pray more TOGETHER, says the Lord, but not just one day of corporate prayer, but there must be more prayer in homes and among believers. Pray, pray and pray! Plead, petition, and seek the Lord! Yes, let us raise our arms as Moses did, for the battle belongs to God!  And yes, demonic manifestations will occur more often, and the attacks against the families will be more intense, but we need to remain standing on the Rock and put our eyes upon Jesus!

Be courageous, be bold, do not fear, for the Lord is with us! For there is also a Tsunami coming of the move of the Spirit! We must endure and stay the course, for those whose hope is in the Lord shall overcome. We do not have to fear because while the darkness may arise, so does the power and the glory of the Lord become more manifested to counter such darkness.

David says in “Psalm 1: 1 Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor stands in the path of sinners, Nor sits in the seat of the scornful; 2 But his delight is in the law of the Lord, And in His law he meditates day and night. 3 He shall be like a tree Planted by the rivers of water, That brings forth its fruit in its season, Whose leaf also shall not wither; And whatever he does shall prosper.”

Psalm 1 speaks of a tree that is planted, which speaks of a system of being rooted, which is the same as being grounded on a rock. A tree will not topple when the roots are healthy and strong, meaning we as His disciples will endure the rain and the wind but we shall not topple if we are grounded and rooted in His Presence. After all, we shall be known for our roots, meaning those who truly serve the Lord are those who obey Him and have submitted to His ways, truth and life. Such disciples walk in the Spirit (Romans 8, Galatians 5), thus manifesting the fruits of the Spirit, and they avoid evil and walk in the carnal nature of the flesh. Those who are grounded in Jesus truly find they are a new creation by His strength and might.

In John 17, we are reminded that we are not of the world but in the world. It means while we are not immune to the storms of the world as we are IN this world, we find our strength, help and deliverance come not from the world but from God. So the house in Matthew 7 is a house that remains in the world, but it shall not be toppled because it is built upon a rock that is not of this world!

Now, also understand the wonderful truth of “Hebrews 6:20 This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast, and which enters the Presence behind the veil, here the forerunner has entered for us, even Jesus, having become High Priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek.” Praise God! Jesus, the Lamb who was slain before the foundation of the world and who has paid the price for our sins and who has conquered death, is indeed forever the ANCHOR of our soul and the hope of our glory (Colossians 1:27). He is the one who has made a way for us to be in a relationship with divinity, and to become sons and daughters of the eternal King. He is forever our Hope for He shall forever endure and He shall forever sit on the throne!

Of this eternal King, it is also written in “Hebrews 4: 14-16 Seeing then that we have a great High Priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. For we do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.”

We are called to hold onto Jesus who is our anchor and our hope in times of storms, trials and tribulations. And we can trust Him, and have faith in His ways because we have a High Priest who can sympathize with our weaknesses, and who was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin. Glory to God!

It should be noted, that hundreds of years ago, an anchor was basically a large rock or a stone. So when we read of Jesus being the anchor 2000 years ago, we think of an anchor as being a stone, just as Jesus is our Rock and the Capstone of the Kingdom on earth. He is the Stone according to the prophet Daniel that will eventually smash all kingdoms apart.

The beauty of an anchor is that a sailor on a ship does not have to worry about the anchor doing its job. An anchor will do what an anchor has been designed to do. A sailor will not now and then jump in the water to check on the anchor. The sailor can therefore rest in the knowledge that the anchor will keep the ship secure and safe when the storms come. This is how it is with Jesus being our anchor. We can rest in the truth that He will keep us safe, secure and rooted no matter how circumstances and situations. We do not have to question Him and wonder if He will keep us anchored. He is God. We just need to trust and have faith in Him.

We can also apply the image of a ship to the image of the house. Just like a house being vulnerable to the elements, just so any ship is vulnerable to the storms. Yet, the ship will remain grounded and will survive shipwreck because of the anchor. Let us hold onto the anchor of Jesus! But it is also important to be reminded of John 15 when Jesus said that we need to abide in us so that we may abide in Him. An anchor can only do its work if it remains fastened to the ship or boat. Jesus can only be our Lord, King, Master and Saviour when we are built upon Him so that we are anchored by His Almighty Glory.

Matthew 7 also reminds us that it is wise when you not only know the teachings and commands of the Lord but actually follow them. This calls for obedience and faithfulness. In churches across the world the importance of obedience unto the Lord has been watered down by erroneous teaching on hyper-grace, the exaggerated yet also a false emphasis on legalism and the complete dismissal of God’s law and order. For the Lord said those who love Him will obey Him (John 14:23).

It is wise to hold onto Jesus no matter what life throws at us. It is wise to trust in Him and not this world. Paul reminds us in 1 Corinthians 1 that the Lord brings low the wisdom of the world yet those who are truly wise will place their hope and faith in the cross. Indeed, if we wish to survive this world and its storms, we need to be wise by staying faithful unto the Lord and build our lives upon His wisdom, teachings and commandments. If we obey Him, we shall remain grounded and anchored, even when it seems everything around us falls apart.

We after all walk by faith and not by sight (2 Corinthians 5:7). We are called to completely surrender unto Him for then as Psalms 91 states we shall find our rest under the shadow of His wing. For those who walk by spirit and truth, shall know the truth of Psalm 37 when David wrote: “18 The Lord knows the days of the upright, and their inheritance shall be forever. 19 They shall not be ashamed in the evil time, and in the days of famine they shall be satisfied. 20 But the wicked shall perish; and the enemies of the Lord, like the splendor of the meadows, shall vanish. Into smoke they shall vanish away. “

Indeed, let us be wise and not foolish, for we live in foolish times, by building upon the rock of Jesus and trusting our ways to Him. Only the foolish abandon the ways of God and seek their own path and truth. For indeed, it does rain on the righteous and the unrighteous, but our Lord returns soon and I will want to be found on the Rock that never moves and I shall strive to be found by His side when my name is called at the separation of the sheep and the goats.

A time like this of many storms – natural and supernatural - calls for wisdom and not for foolishness, otherwise, we shall drown in the flood of iniquity, darkness and chaos. And for those who walk in the Lord’s wisdom, as mentioned in Matthew 7, will truly walk in authority, for such wisdom is not based on religion but a true and personal relationship with our Lord Jesus.

Wherever you turn, God’s truth is under fire. Darkness has seeped into the heart of culture and societies. Will you remain standing on the Rock, holding on the true anchor? We need to stay close to God, abiding in Him for our God is mighty and glorious. It says in “Psalm 44:13:You have made us a reproach to our neighbors, the scorn and derision of those around us.” Israel became a mockery to the nations, because they had forsaken God. We also live in a time and age of great mockery, of rebellion and apostasy. It is the age of spiritual corruption and great evil. In such darkness, we must make every effort not to be moved from our hope, love and faithfulness in Jesus. We need to stay pure, walk in strength and in boldness for our God is mighty in battle and He has the final laugh.

It is not easy to stay strong for God, and it is not easy to always speak what is right and to stand for justice and truth, but we serve a just God and His Truth is everlasting. We read in ‘Jeremiah 20:8: For when I spoke, I cried out; I shouted, “Violence and plunder!” Because the word of the Lord was made to me a reproach and a derision daily.’ People will mock us for speaking God’s Word, as they mocked Jeremiah, and they will laugh at His Truth, yet we must remain strong and courageous. 25 [This is] because the foolishness of God [is not foolishness at all and] is wiser than men [far beyond human comprehension], and the weakness of God is stronger than men [far beyond the limits of human effort] (1 Corinthians 1).

The Romans laughed at Jesus. Even some of the Jews who mocked Him the idea He is the Messiah. But Jesus had the last laugh when He died on the cross for the sins of all mankind, even offering a King’s ransom for those who held Him in derision. Glory to God. The disciples were mocked and laughed at, yet we read in “Acts 4: 18 So they called them [Peter and John] and commanded them not to speak at all nor teach in the name of Jesus. 19 But Peter and John answered and said to them, “Whether it is right in the sight of God to listen to you more than to God, you judge. 20 For we cannot but speak the things which we have seen and heard.” 21 So when they had further threatened them, they let them go, finding no way of punishing them, because of the people, since they all glorified God for what had been done ... 23 And being let go, they went to their own companions and reported all that the chief priests and elders had said to them. 24 So when they heard that, they raised their voice to God with one accord and said: “Lord, You are God, who made heaven and earth and the sea, and all that is in them, 25 who by the mouth of Your servant David have said: Why did the nations rage, and the people plot vain things? 26 The kings of the earth took their stand, and the rulers were gathered together against the Lord and against His Christ.’ 27 “For truly against Your holy Servant Jesus, whom You anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles and the people of Israel, were gathered together 28 to do whatever Your hand and Your purpose determined before to be done. 29 Now, Lord, look on their threats, and grant to Your servants that with all boldness they may speak Your word, 30 by stretching out Your hand to heal, and that signs and wonders may be done through the name of Your holy Servant Jesus.” 31 And when they had prayed, the place where they were assembled together was shaken; and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and they spoke the word of God with boldness.”

Glory to God, we can remain standing for our God gives us the strength and boldness to stand! After all, Ephesians 6 admonishes us to remain standing even when the spiritual war wages. Isaiah 8 says, “13 The LORD Almighty is the one you are to regard as holy, he is the one you are to fear,  he is the one you are to dread.”  Yes, He is the Lord of Life. For those who fear Him, obey Him and who listen carefully to Him shall surely live here and in eternity, and they shall know abundant life! We obey God, not man! In Him there is hope, there is salvation, restoration and true healing.

God must be our sanctuary of life, but then we must abide in Him and Him alone! Psalm 144 must be our reality: 1 Blessed be the Lord my Rock, Who trains my hands for war, And my fingers for battle— 2 My lovingkindness and my fortress, My high tower and my deliverer, My shield and the One in whom I take refuge, Who subdues my people under me.

Isaiah 30: 1 Woe to the rebellious children,” says the Lord, “Who take counsel, but not of Me, And who devise plans, but not of My Spirit, That they may add sin to sin; 2 Who walk to go down to Egypt, And have not asked My advice, To strengthen themselves in the strength of Pharaoh, And to trust in the shadow of Egypt! 3 Therefore the strength of Pharaoh shall be your shame.

In God and God alone we must place our trust, our hope, our refuge and Him alone we must obey. For in Him is life, for He is the hope of glory. Yet for those who turn away from the Lord, shall walk in shame, just as Adam and Eve suffered shame for disobeying God. As we walk in the presence of the Lord, as we seek Him above all, placing our trust and hope only in Him, we shall indeed live, we shall prosper, we shall flourish, and we shall thrive. Yet when we forsake Him, we shall be like a shrub in the desert, and we shall not see when good comes and we shall inhabit the parched places in the wilderness. This speaks of a state of dryness, deadness and a lack of life. Yet in God is true life, and in Him, we grow as also stated in John 15 when we abide in Him.

Isaiah 35 speaks of the future glory of Zion, at a time when the people will know the Messiah, our Lord Jesus: “11 The wilderness and the wasteland shall be glad for them, and the desert shall rejoice and blossom as the rose; 12 It shall blossom abundantly and rejoice, even with joy and singing. The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the excellence of Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the glory of the Lord, the excellency of our God. 3 Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. 4 Say to those who are fearful-hearted, “Be strong, do not fear! Behold, your God will come with vengeance, with the recompense of God; He will come and save you.” 5 Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped. 6 Then the lame shall leap like a deer, And the tongue of the dumb sing. For waters shall burst forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert. 7 The parched ground shall become a pool, and the thirsty land springs of water; in the habitation of jackals, where each lay, there shall be grass with reeds and rushes. 8 A highway shall be there, and a road, and it shall be called the Highway of Holiness. The unclean shall not pass over it, but it shall be for others. Whoever walks the road, although a fool, shall not go astray.”

Isaiah 35 is the reality of any disciple of God. For the Lord gave us the Living Waters through the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. He showed He is the Way, Truth and Life. In Him are healing, deliverance, joy, life, hope, gladness and love. In Him, we thirst no more, and in Him, we know the narrow road of His blessed glory, divine nature and the liberty of His Word. In Him, there is no dryness, no lack, no need, no death, only life and life in abundance. There is beauty and growth. It is indeed wise to follow the path of the Lord, for in the Lord is the true highway of our divine hope and redemption.

It is indeed foolishness not to walk the path of God, for He is the giver of life. In Him, we find there is no lack as confirmed by Matthew 6: 33. Indeed, we serve a God of life! A God who makes the lame walk, the blind see, the mute speak and who still saves the lost. In Him, there is no shame, for in Him there is purity and holiness. It is foolishness to shun the path of God and to depart from the divine life of God. For there are two paths – the highway of the redeemed (narrow road) and the path of the fool. The fool, the deceived, the carnal and the rebellious have forsaken the highway of the redeemed, yet God’s grace is always present for those who seek the light beyond the dark. To fear the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and to depart from evil is understanding (Job 28:28).

Isaiah 45:23 says, “I have sworn by Myself; The word has gone out of My mouth in righteousness, and shall not return, that to Me every knee shall bow, every tongue shall take an oath.” This is supported by “Romans 14:11 For it is written: 'As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to Me, and every tongue shall confess to God.”

Not everyone in these dark days will stand with God, maybe there might only be a few, but one day everyone will have to acknowledge His Lordship, Kingship and Divinity!

Praise the Lord, for He is the giver of life. He is Life, He is Light, and in Him, we shall not thirst, or want or be in need.  The Israelites knew this reality in the wilderness, and this is still true for those walking the Highway of the Redeemed. In dark times, may we remain standing for God. In God, we shall not be moved, even when the heavens thunder and the demons roar.

We shall not be moved, for God is great and good all the time. We shall not be shaken, for God shall not be shaken! Praise the Lord, we serve a mighty God.
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Be not moved from the Blood
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Praise the Lord, we have been bought and redeemed by the Blood of the Lamb! Leviticus 17:14 says, “Because the life of every creature is its blood. That is why I have said to the Israelites, ‘You must not eat the blood of any creature, because the life of every creature is its blood; anyone who eats it must be cut off’. We must never be moved from the importance of the Blood of the Lamb! Life is indeed in the Blood. And because we have been redeemed by the Blood of the Lord, we have been redeemed with Life, thus we have been granted not only eternal life but life in abundance while on earth.

Ephesians 1: Redemption in Christ: 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, 4 just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before Him in love, 5 having predestined us to adoption as sons by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will, 6 to the praise of the glory of His grace, by which He made us accepted in the Beloved. 7 In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace 8 which He made to abound toward us in all wisdom and prudence, 9 having made known to us the mystery of His will, according to His good pleasure which He purposed in Himself, 10 that in the dispensation of the fullness of the times He might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven and which are on earth—in Him. 11 In Him also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestined according to the purpose of Him who works all things according to the counsel of His will, 12 that we who first trusted in Christ should be to the praise of His glory. 13 In Him you also trusted, after you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation; in whom also, having believed, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, 14 who is the guarantee of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, to the praise of His glory.

Why is the Blood so important? By the Blood, God has made a covenant with all those who believe in Jesus, be it Jew or Gentile. By the Blood, we are redeemed. By the Blood, we are healed, delivered, provided and protected. Only the Lord can truly forgive our sins and cover them by His Blood. Thus, only the Lord can grant us eternal life, and also life in abundance here on earth. There is no real or true life beyond the Blood of the Lord. It says in “Proverbs 28:13 Whoever conceals their sins does not prosper, but the one who confesses and renounces them finds mercy.” To prosper means being well, healthy and alive in spirit, soul and body. We can only prosper when the Blood of Life covers our sins, for it brings us under the Covenant of Grace and Life. There is no prosperity without the Blood of Jesus, thus no life.

Hallelujah, do not be moved from the Blood! King David wrote Psalm 51 during his blackest hour of self-awareness after committing adultery with Bathsheba and murdering her husband, Uriah. In this fourth “penitential psalm,” we find David in sincere repentance and confession of sin (Psalm 51:3–5). Believing God abounds in mercy, David makes this earnest plea: “Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow” (Psalm 51:7, ESV). Hyssop was a small shrub used in the ceremonial cleansing of lepers under the Old Testament law. It was dipped in the sacrificial blood of an animal and sprinkled seven times on the person needing purification (Leviticus 14:6–7). David referred to hyssop symbolically in Psalm 51 to communicate his longing to be purified of sin. God’s forgiveness would make him “whiter than snow,” spiritually speaking.

David acknowledged that he had been deeply stained by sin, comparing himself to a filthy garment needing to be washed thoroughly. Only the most potent remedy could cleanse him. David even tracked his iniquity back to its source, the corruption of original sin: “For I was born a sinner—yes, from the moment my mother conceived me” (Psalm 51:5, NLT). David’s prayer then turned to restoration and renewal. It was as though David could hear the forthcoming cry of God’s heart through the prophet Isaiah: “Wash yourselves and be clean! Get your sins out of my sight. Give up your evil ways” (Isaiah 1:16, NLT). So David pleaded with the Lord, “Wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow,” foreshadowing Isaiah’s words, “Though your sins are like scarlet, I will make them as white as snow. Though they are red like crimson, I will make them as white as wool” (Isaiah 1:16–18, NLT).

David’s prayer to be washed and made whiter than snow prefigured “the greater, more perfect” appropriation of God’s grace, forgiveness, and salvation made available through the sacrifice of Jesus Christ (Hebrews 9:11–14, NLT). We may consider our transgressions to be worse than David’s, but there are no sins that the blood of Jesus Christ cannot cleanse. Saul of Tarsus, the persecutor of Christians who became the great apostle Paul, was told by Ananias at his conversion, “16 Now, why do you delay? Get up and be baptized, and wash away your sins by calling on His name [for salvation].’” (Acts 22:16, AMP). The apostle John affirmed, “If we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin. . . . If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:7–9).

The book of Revelation describes a group of redeemed people as those who “have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb” (Revelation 7:14). It is through Christ’s sacrifice on the cross—the shedding of His blood—that we are redeemed and rescued from the kingdom of darkness and transferred to the kingdom of God (Colossians 1:13, 20; Ephesians 1:7). David, Paul, and John will undoubtedly be among the “thousands upon thousands” worshipping around the throne dressed in robes washed whiter than snow. Together with them, we will join in the thundering chorus, “Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength and honor and glory and praise! . . . To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and honor and glory and power, for ever and ever!” (Revelation 5:11–13).

Oh yes, we must rejoice in the Blood and never be moved from its value, beauty and power! There is no Covenant without the Blood. There is no deliverance without the Blood. The Blood saved and still restores! Peter tells us that "love covers a multitude of sins" (1 Peter 4:8). He echoes the proverb, "hatred stirs up strife but love covers all sins" (Proverbs 10:12). The only love that can cover sin is the love of Jesus Christ. His love led Him to the cross, where He shed His blood that sins repented of might be blotted out (Matthew 26:28, John 3:16, Acts 3:18-19, Revelation 7:14). Mankind has no power to blot out sin, no matter how much we love it. We cannot even modify the conditions under which any person's sin may be forgiven. Only the Blood of Jesus can blot out sin, thus only the Blood of Jesus can give us life in abundance. Those who continue to sin without repentance or remorse will continue to be enslaved by sin and thus death.

For this reason, Paul cried out in "1 Corinthians 15:55: Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?" There is life in the Blood of Jesus for the Blood sets us free from the wages of sin, from the eternal damnation of a tormented soul and from our own fallen ways. Right from the beginning of mankind, the Lord wanted mankind to understand life is in the blood. This principle of blood laid down in this first sacrifice runs like a scarlet line all through the Scriptures. In Genesis 4 Cain and Abel bring a sacrifice each. One is accepted, and the other is rejected simply because Cain presented no blood while Abel did. In Genesis 9, Noah sheds the blood of the clean animals and so God makes a covenant of grace with him. In Genesis 22, Abraham sacrifices a ram caught in the bushes in Isaac's stead, and the blood of the substitute spares the sinner (this was, of course, pointing towards the sacrifice of Jesus).

In Exodus, we also have the introduction of the Passover Lamb to save Israel from the angel of death. This was  prophetic of Jesus, who would become the Passover Lamb for all mankind, by taking sin upon Himself so that we would even defeat death through eternal life. Blood sacrifices continued under the Law of Moses, which we read about extensively in Leviticus. We have the Tabernacle sacrifices of blood, and once again, these sacrifices would point one day to Jesus, who tabernacles with mankind through the indwelling of the Holy Spirit.

Hebrews 5 (NIV): 1 Every high priest is selected from among the people and is appointed to represent the people in matters related to God, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins. 2 He is able to deal gently with those who are ignorant and are going astray, since he himself is subject to weakness. 3 This is why he has to offer sacrifices for his own sins, as well as for the sins of the people. 4 And no one takes this honor on himself, but he receives it when called by God, just as Aaron was. 5 In the same way, Christ did not take on himself the glory of becoming a high priest. But God said to him, “You are my Son;  today I have become your Father.” 6 And he says in another place, “You are a priest forever, in the order of Melchizedek.” 7 During the days of Jesus’ life on earth, he offered up prayers and petitions with fervent cries and tears to the one who could save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent submission. 8 Son though he was, he learned obedience from what he suffered 9 and, once made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him 10 and was designated by God to be high priest in the order of Melchizedek.

Jesus came to give us life through His blood.  He was God's gift to the sinner. He died in the place of others, and it was by the shedding of His own precious blood that we are redeemed. Through the shedding of His own Blood and laying down His life, He granted us life. It says in "John 15: 13: Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one's life for one's friends. Great love covers a multitude of sins, and there is no greater love than a perfect man who takes sin upon Himself, and also death, so that the sinner might be saved and live."

In the end, there can be no life without blood. In the human body, blood is fluid and mobile, that is, it is not limited to one part of the body but is free to move throughout the entire body and touch every other fixed cell as it supplies it with nourishment and carries off waste products and the ashes of cell activity, which we call metabolism. In the normal human body, there are about five pints of this fluid, and this blood pumped by the heart circulates through the system about every twenty-three seconds so that every cell in the body is constantly supplied and cleansed, and at the same time is in constant communication and touch with every other cell in that body.

This blood is the most mysterious of all tissues, being composed of scores of elements and compounds and strange chemical bodies, whose function is not yet fully understood, but all of which have to do with the mystery of life, for "life is in the blood." Once the blood fails to reach the cells and members of the body, they promptly die, and no man ever dies until his blood ceases to circulate. Life is in the blood.

If the Blood of the Lord does not pump in the spiritual veins of the believer, thus the Church, then there is no life. He is our nourishment, our strength, our provider, our healer and our hope. Remember, the church of Jesus Christ is called His body, and we are members of His body.

In this body, Jesus Christ is the head, and all believers are the members. These members are related by the blood of Christ. The life of each member depends on His blood and is dependent solely for life, nourishment, cleansing, and growth upon the blood of the Lamb of God for "the life is in the blood." Every born-again believer is a member of that body and lives the common life of every other member by the one thing which unites them and makes them relatives and brothers, even the blood of Christ.

We need to teach and preach that we must be born again (John 3) and that one is lost unless one has been truly washed in the precious blood of Christ.  There is no life beyond the Blood of Jesus – thus we need to be covered under His Blood through submitting to His glory and perfect will. This is why John 15 is so important for all believers. It speaks about abiding in the Lord, meaning abiding in the Blood of Jesus, for life is in the blood. Want to live? Then abide in the life of the Lord! Abide in His Truth, in His Presence and Spirit!

It is also important to remember all men are related by the blood of Adam, sinful and polluted blood, thus dead in trespasses and in sins. It says in Acts 17:26 that all men have a common origin from Adam. It is Adam's blood which courses in every man's veins, whether white or black, Jew or Gentile, pagan or cultured. This blood carries the sentence of death because of Adam’s sin, and for this reason, all men die a common death, with no exceptions. Now remember that life is in the blood, and so if a man must die, it is because there is death in the blood. Whatever the fruit of the knowledge of good and evil was, eating of it caused “blood poisoning” and resulted in death. So potent was this poison that for six thousand years, all who are related to Adam by human birth still succumb to that poison of sin which is transmitted through
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